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GRCC President Letter

This Year Has Been Both
Stressful and Challenging!
Jan Lewis

I think every one of us is ready to say good riddance to 2020 and welcome to 2021. Of course,
on January 1st, life isn’t going to magically return to pre-COVID-19 norms. But hopefully,
the New Year will bring an effective vaccine and allow us to get better control of the virus and
return to a time when we can gather and socialize without fear for our health. I will say that one
small upside of the online programming format that the pandemic has forced on us is that we
can book speakers from anywhere in the country… or world for that matter. And we have some
internationally known presenters on the agenda…including this month’s speaker, Glenn Bartley,
a well-known nature and bird photographer from British Columbia, Canada.

Please Renew Your Membership Early!
January means a new start to our membership and competition year. If you haven’t renewed yet
I implore you to do so now. Membership dues are currently our only source of revenue. You can
easily renew from our website through PayPal. There is a small service fee added… but it is only
a few dimes more than the cost of a postage stamp and envelope, and doesn’t require that you
trudge out to the mailbox in the cold. If you prefer to mail it, you can send your $35 check made
out to “Grand Rapids Camera Club” to our treasurer Christine Mooney,
4280 Brooklawn Lane SE, Kentwood MI 49512.

The end of the calendar year means that it is time to start planning for our Year-End Competition.
This is the one time each year where our members compete for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place awards
in each of our competition categories. This year the competition will go virtual… just like our
monthly competitions have been since April. A Board subcommittee has been planning how this
will work and Jeanne is in the process of securing 3 qualified outside photographers (not GRCC
members) to judge our Year-End images.
Be sure to read Jeanne Quillan’s Competition Corner column in this newsletter as she outlines what you need to know to submit your images into the Year-End Competition.
The most notable changes from last year are…
Continued on next page.
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Continued from previous page.

1.

The entry deadline will be December 30, 2020.

2.

Year-End 2020 will be Digital images only. No Year-End Print competition in 2020.

3. To streamline the online judging process, we are returning to our previous way of
		 handling Assigned images by allowing you to enter them in one of the other
		 appropriate categories.

The early entry deadline is because of the logistics and potential delays of conducting this event
online with judges that may be spread across the country. After our December 16 club meeting,
you will have 2 weeks to notify BOTH Shea and Jeanne which images you wish to have moved
on to the Year-End competition in each category. There is a maximum of 5 per category (including
any Assigned images that you move into those categories). Even though it will be around the holidays, please don’t put it off! You don’t need to resend the images to Shea… she already has them
all. She (and Jeanne) just need to know which ones are moving on and in which category… so an
email, spreadsheet, or document outlining your entries is all that needs to be sent.
If you have any questions, be sure to contact Jeanne at photobug49@comcast.net or
Shea at images@grcameraclub.org .
I wish each and every one of you a joyous, but more
importantly, a HEALTHY holiday season. Please stay
safe as you celebrate the season.

Our Assigned Subject Lists For 2020-2021

December... Vacant
January....... View From Below
March......... Airborne
April........... Old Vehicles
May............ All In A Row

June.....Odd Or Unusual

SUMMER BREAK

September.. Rivers
October....... Nautical
November... Harvest Time
December... Curves

The Assigned Subject List is available on our website on the Competition Corner page.
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Meeting Presentation

Bird Photography Simplified My Approach to Capturing Images
Presented by Glenn Bartley
Dec.

16
Wed.

When
Description

December 16, 2020 at 7:00 PM online via Zoom (see next page)
We all know that bird photography is difficult. In this presentation Glenn
will share his approach to simplifying the process of bird photography
while still striving for high-quality wildlife images. He will include information on equipment selection, field techniques and post processing.

A Favorite from the New World

Glenn with Hummingbird

Harlequin Duck

Biography
Glenn Bartley is a world-renowned professional nature photographer from Victoria, British Columbia,
Canada. He focuses almost all of his efforts on capturing intimate images of birds in their natural
habitat. Glenn is especially well known for his portraits of rare and difficult-to-photograph birds from
the Neotropical Region and his portfolio of hummingbird images.
Continued on next page.

3

Continued from previous page.

Glenn says that his love for photography started as a child many years ago in a backyard in Ontario,
Canada. He was lying under a hummingbird feeder with a simple 35mm camera trying desperately to
capture an image of these mesmerizing birds. The photos that he captured that day may not have been
very good – but the experience led to a love of nature and photography that would one day blossom.
Many years later Glenn traveled to Australia for a university semester abroad. The opportunity motivated him to buy a capable camera and to learn more about the art of photography. In those days of slide
film and short telephoto zoom lenses, birds were, for the most part, still out of range. Glenn’s passion
for photography, however, was growing.
Before long, digital SLR’s became the norm and Glenn had purchased a 300mm f/4 lens. He finally
had a setup capable of capturing some good bird images. After completing his undergraduate degree in
Environmental Studies, Glenn traveled to Costa Rica for 6 months to immerse himself in nature
photography. That trip solidified Glenn’s love of bird photography, and from then on, much of his free
time was spent learning his craft.
After achieving a Masters of Science degree in Ecological Restoration, Glenn once again set off for the
New World Tropics. This time his goal was to spend 6 months in Ecuador and do nothing but bird
photography. On this trip Glenn practiced and developed his techniques for tropical bird photography
and especially multiflash hummingbird photography. By the time he returned to Canada, many people
were starting to take notice of Glenn’s unique ability to create stunning images of rare and nearly
impossible birds to photograph.
Today, Glenn Bartley’s images are well-respected and represented around the world. He is an
award-winning photographer whose work is regularly featured in North American and International
nature books, calendars and publications. Glenn’s work is regularly featured in magazines such as
Audubon, Birdwatching, Canadian Wildlife, Birders World, and many more. His images regularly
appear in books on birds including several by National Geographic. Glenn has also published several
books of his own including “Birds of Ecuador”, “Birds of Vancouver Island” and “Birds of Biritish
Columbia” as well as instructional guides on Post Processing Flash and Tropical Nature Photography
Techniques. Be sure to check out his website at: http://www.glennbartley.com/purchase.htm

Dec.

16
Wed.

Our Next GRCC Meeting Will Be Online Via Zoom!

Club members will receive the Zoom meeting link by email prior to the meeting. Guests are welcome to
attend the meeting and may request the Zoom meeting link by sending an email to
programs@grcameraclub.org or info@grcameraclub.org
Meeting Starts at 7:00 PM (So ask to join 5-10 minutes before 7:00 PM).

4

Competition Corner

By Jeanne Quillan,
GRCC VP - Competition

YEAR-END COMPETION
TO GO VIRTUAL
It is not too early to start considering our annual Year-End Competition. Since we do not know what direction
Covid-19 is going to take us, decisions were made to err on the side of caution and not get together for a large
gathering to judge the entries. Here is what you need to know to keep up to date.

•
		
		
		

We will NOT be holding a print competition in December. In addition, we will NOT be holding a
Year-End print competition for the 2020 competition year. All print entries that you have entered in 2020
(January, March and November) will be eligible to be entered in the 2021 Year-End competition to be held
in early 2022.

• Year-End 2020 Digital competition will be judged virtually.
• Awards will be announced at the February 2020 meeting.
• Only images that have been entered in digital competitions in 2020 will be eligible for year-end
		competition.
•
		
		
		
		

There will be a limit of five (5) images per category in Creative, Photojournalism, Monochrome, Open,
Nature, Portraits and Scapes. They must be entered in the same category in which they were originally
entered with the exception of Assigned. Assigned images can be entered in any of these categories where
they fit the criteria for that category and will be counted as part of the 5 entry limit. There will be no
separate assigned competition this year.

• Entries will still be divided into Class A and Star Class where there are a sufficient number of entrants and
		 entries to support both categories.
•
		
		
		
		

A list of your images that you wish to enter along with the category in which they are to compete should
be emailed to BOTH Shea, Digital Coordinator images@grcameraclub.org and
Jeanne, VP of Competition photobug49@comcast.net. If entering Assigned images, you MUST
specify the category in which you want them to compete. Assigned images will NOT be automatically be
moved to another category without your direction.

• The deadline for entries is

MONDAY DECEMBER 30.
Stay safe and healthy!
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photobug49@comcast.net

November Image of the Month

Compiled by Jeanne Quillan

The Image of the Month is chosen by one of our members as the image that appeals to them the most.
Each month, the honor of choosing the image is assigned to a different GRCC member.
This month’s favorite image from our November competition was chosen by Diane Charvat.

“Honeycomb
Skyline”
by
Stephen
Burgstahler

Chosen
by
Diane
Charvat

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
Chicago is a city of architecture. Truly a photographer’s amusement park with endless photo opportunities.
It is one of my favorite places to photograph. The Honeycomb structure (officially named the “People’s Gas
Education Pavilion”) is located about a mile north of downtown in the Lincoln Park neighborhood. This image
is a result of combining three exposures. For those interested, I used a Canon 5DM2, (16-35mm lens at 19mm),
F8, ISO 100. I would love to organize a Chicago outing together sometime in the future.
- Stephen
WHY I LIKED IT:
I chose “Honeycomb Skyline” as the image of the month, because I was instantly attracted to the curves, lines, and
glow of the honeycomb pattern. My eyes were drawn to the city lights, made me wish I were there. I loved everything about this image, well done!
- Diane
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Why No Early Santa Photos?
Ironically, two notable events occurred simultaneously circa the 1820s. These two items lie at the nexus
of the Christmas holiday and photography.
Many will recall that the development of the earliest widely usable cameras happened in the early 19th
century. However, it seems a mystery that I have found NO early photographs of Santa and his reindeer
from that period. I find this strange because the first eight reindeer were immortalized in the iconic
poem “The Night Before Christmas” in 1823.
After considerable thought and scientific analysis, I may have uncovered one possible explanation.
The earliest cameras exposed their images relatively slowly and chemically on glass plates and other
materials. Today we have a measurement of the sensitivity of film and electronic sensors called ISO.
The loftier the ISO, the higher the shutter speed that can be used. In our Club, I believe most of us
understand that inappropriately blurry wildlife pictures do not score as well as sharp ones.
So, there it is fellow members. History would be awash with early captures of Santa and his reindeer
if it were not for the simple fact that expensive, high tech, impossibly complicated gear had not yet
been invented (and made it to the marketing department) !!!

Merry Christmas to one and to all …………
keep shooting!
scharlesport@comcast.net
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Treasurer
Reports
Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

New GRCC Members
$2700
GOAL

We have 2 new members who joined our club recently.
Please welcome Mike Mueller, who shoots with Canon,
Kodak and Olympus; and Van Maas, who shoots with
Apple iPhone and Canon.

$2700
$2400
$2100
$1800

Member
Changes

New Digital Projector Fund

If you have any changes to your
email address or other information
to keep our membership list
up to date, email me at
treasurer@grcameraclub.org

$1500
$1200

Thank you to members who have donated to our fund.
The total collected so far is $ 1,508.51 .

$ 900
$ 600

We’re at 57.7% - Over 1/2 Way!

$ 300
$0

This goal is based on the Sony VPL-PHZ10 Laser
Projector. See previous newsletter for more details.

If you would like to make a tax-deductible donation by check payable to GRAND RAPIDS CAMERA CLUB,
you may send it to our Treasurer at: Christine Mooney, 4280 Brooklawn Lane SE, Kentwood MI 49512

Please Renew Your Membershop Dues Early!!!
Club
Dues

Membership runs January through December. Dues are just $35 for each member. Please check the website for
additional information regarding dues. We also have PayPal available on our Grand Rapids Camera Club website
for your convenience (a small PayPal processing fee will be applied). Click on “Join” tab to find
the PayPal link. If you join now (in Nov.), your membership runs thru the 2021 year!
If you prefer to pay dues with a check payable to GRAND RAPIDS CAMERA CLUB,
you may send it to our Treasurer at: Christine Mooney, 4280 Brooklawn Lane SE, Kentwood MI 49512

Dec.

22

by Greg Ferguson
GRCC Lights & Shadows Editor

L&S

Deadline For January Issue

December 22, Tuesday, Noon
Please add this date to your smartphone calendar.
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Before is much appreciated!

Thank you so much!

gcferguson@me.com

