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Antique GRCC Awards Trophy
Returns With a Mystery !
Jan Lewis

This past month I was reminded of the long and storied history of the Grand Rapids Camera Club.
Roger Hill, a retired local commercial photographer, reached out to GRCC via Facebook
Messenger, eventually connecting with Jeanne Quillan. A number of years back, Roger had
purchased an awards trophy at an antique shop. The silverplated trophy, now quite tarnished, was
engraved with “Grand Rapids Camera Club presented by J.C. Herkner Jewelry Co.” He wondered
if the club would like to have it back. I contacted him and he recently dropped it off at my house.
There is no date on the trophy, though there is a notation of “Class J” on the front; and on the
bottom of the trophy are a few stamped and etched numbers and a manufacturer’s hallmark. If any
of our long-time members recognize this trophy, I would be interested in hearing from you. If you
are a history buff and have any interest in researching the trophy’s history, give me a shout!

With cold

GRCC is thought to be the oldest camera club in the U.S. in continuous and uninterrupted existence. The Grand Rapids Camera Club was officially organized in February 1899, as reported by the
local newspaper of the time The Grand Rapids Herald. The club held their first exhibition in June
of 1899. Think about it… 1899… that was over 120 years ago! Boy has photography changed in
Continued on next page.
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Continued from previous page.

those 120 years! The rate of change seems even more meteoric in recent history as we have moved
from film to digital, and now we walk around with cameras in our pockets. At one time the club had
an official historian, a position most recently held by Caroline Shearer. When she stepped down, no
one was interested in taking on the position. A few years back, all the historical materials of the club
were donated to the Grand Rapids Public Library who maintains records such as ours on file (perhaps
digitally, now).
It is a good reminder that we are part of a long thread of history,
continually evolving and changing as the technology changes. We
should be proud of that history!
P.S. If you are interested
in the general history of
photography, I recommend the
book “Capturing the Light”
by Roger Watson and
Helen Rappaport.

Keep yourself protected
and stay well.

Not too Early to Renew Your Membership for 2021
The 2020 calendar year is winding down and that means that it is time to renew your membership
for 2021. Dues are the club’s primary source of revenue. In fact, without in-person meetings, it
is currently our ONLY source of revenue. Despite not meeting physically, we are still providing
programming through our online meetings. It is particularly challenging for Evie, our VP-Program,
to find people willing to provide ZOOM programs and there is almost always a fee involved. As a
result, our programming expenses are projected to be up for the remainder of 2020 and into 2021.
For GRCC to continue to provide interesting, informative online programs (and one day a return to
in-person programs), we need everyone to chip in by promptly renewing their membership for 2021.
Dues are only $35 per person. You can renew on our website using PayPal with a very small additional
processing fee. Or you can mail your check or money order (made out to GR Camera Club) to our
treasurer, Christine Mooney at 4280 Brooklawn Lane SE, Kentwood, MI 49512.

Competition Reminder
One of the benefits of club membership is it entitles you to participate in the monthly club competitions and our annual Year-End Competition. The pandemic has thrown many stumbling blocks in
our paths. For the club it has put a hiatus on our Print Division competition. Yet participation in the
Print Division competition, at least minimally, is a requirement to qualify for our top annual award
– Photographer of the Year. We will be holding a print competition in November to allow members
who enjoy submitting prints, and/or those who wish to meet the POY requirements to compete in
the Print Division. Please be sure to read Jeanne Quillan’s Competition Corner article on page 5
for details on how to submit your prints in November.
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Meeting Presentation

The Great Editing Challenge
Presented by Russ Barneveld, Steve Port, and James Zeman
Nov.

18

When

November 18, 2020 at 07:15 PM

Wed.

Description
Our Next GRCC Meeting
Will Be Online via Zoom!
Club members will receive the Zoom
meeting link by email prior to the
meeting. Guests are welcome to attend
the meeting and may request the Zoom
meeting link by sending an email to:
programs@grcameraclub.org or
info@grcameraclub.org
Meeting Starts at 7:15 PM
(So ask to join 5-10 minutes before
7:15 PM).

The challenge was based on a quote by Elliott Erwitt:
“To me, photography is an art of observation. It’s about finding something interesting in an ordinary place… I’ve found it has little to do with
the things you see and everything to do with the way you see them.”
What was the Great Editing Challenge?
GRCC club members Russ Barneveld, Steve Port, and James Zeman
were given the same set of RAW images and they used their own editing
software to process them. Plus, they could not share or discuss the
images until everyone had finished their editing.
Russ, Steve and James took on the challenge...
For our November program they will share with us their interpretations
of the RAW images they each processed independently, and discuss
what they were trying to achieve and how each accomplished it. This
exercise reinforces that the image is not complete when the shutter is
clicked. Post processing is an important and influential part of the process and reflects the vision of the artist and editor.

Biographies
Russ Barneveld is a native of Grand Rapids. He has worked in education his entire life and is now
a professor at Grand Valley State University in the College of Education. He has been involved
with photography since the early 70’s and is a past Vice President of the Grand Rapids Camera
Club. In addition to being a member of the GRCC, Russ also photographed weddings and did
portraiture. He was also an avid darkroom enthusiast and did custom darkroom work for Arden’s
Photomart. Russ recently returned to the GRCC after 30 years of sailing on the Great Lakes. He
has finally come out of the darkroom and is enjoying the challenge of digital photography.
Steve Port is passionate about photography. He enjoys not only capturing images, but loves to
explore and learn new techniques for image capture and post processing. He is an active member
of GRCC, participating in monthly competitions and earned the Photographer of the Year award in
2011. He has served on the Board for a number of years.
Continued on next page.
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James Zeman is active in the Tulip City Camera Club in Holland as well as GRCC.
He participates in monthly competitions regularly and recently was elected to serve
on the GRCC Board.

Nov.

18
Wed.

Our Next GRCC Meeting Will Be Online Via Zoom!

Club members will receive the Zoom meeting link by email prior to the meeting. Guests are welcome to
attend the meeting and may request the Zoom meeting link by sending an email to
programs@grcameraclub.org or info@grcameraclub.org
Meeting Starts at 7:15 PM (So ask to join 5-10 minutes before 7:15 PM).

Our Assigned Subject Lists For 2020-2021
November... Steps & Stairways
December... Vacant
January....... View From Below
March......... Airborne
April........... Old Vehicles
May............ All In A Row

June.....Odd Or Unusual

SUMMER BREAK

September.. Rivers
October....... Nautical
November... Harvest Time
December... Curves

The Assigned Subject List is available on our website on the Competition Corner page.

Be Sure To

Early Is Best!

Return absentee ballots by Nov.3

If you elect to mail your ballot, do it early and have your ballot postmarked at P.O.
If you elect to return your ballot to your township clerk’s ballot drop off box do it
before 8pm. Do it as soon as you can...Early Is Best

If you plan to vote in person on Nov.3

Go as early as you can. Wear a mask, bring water and maybe a chair!

More info at mvic.sos.state.mi.us
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Competition Corner

By Jeanne Quillan,
GRCC VP - Competition

COMING IN NOVEMBER - PRINTS ARE BACK!
It has been a trying year for all of us, but after doing some brainstorming as to how we can do this safely, we are
ready to go forward again with print competition in November. The requirements to be eligible for Photographer
of the Year in our annual year-end competition state that a member must have entered a minimum of 40 images
overall in both print and digital. If this trial month of prints works well, we will see what next month and the
next competition year brings. Hopefully we can move on to something closer to normal soon.
1. The deadline for print competition this month is Wednesday, November 4.
		 Prints must be received at my home on or prior to that date.
		
Call me at 616-581-5703 to confirm a time (and for my address if you need it).
2. In addition to labeling your print as normal, please send via email
		 your name, category, and title of each of your entries.

Nov.

4

Wed.

To keep with social distancing guidelines, I will be asking each of the three judges to stop by individually to
score the images. Prints will be displayed in the lightbox during the judging as normal, then scores will be
averaged and available on our website.

2020 YEAR-END COMPETITION
With only two more months in this competition year, its always a good idea to review what you have entered thus
far. The number of entries allowed in each category for the 2020 Year-End Competition may be limited. In order to
maximize your possible entries, It is always best to diversify and enter in as many categories as possible.
The PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR is the one individual who has achieved the highest
average score overall in both divisions. To be eligible, he or she must have entered…
▪ A minimum of 40 entries during the competition year
▪ A minimum of 5 Assigned Subject entries across both divisions
▪ Images in 6 of the 7 remaining categories across both divisions
The average score will be determined by dividing the sum of a member’s total scores by the
number of entries in both divisions. In case of a tie, the tie will be broken by calculating the
member’s average score in their most entered category. After calculations are made, if a tie
still exists, Co-Photographers of the Year will be recognized.

NAMING YOUR ENTRY
I do believe that the title you assign your image says as much about the image (and tells the story) as the image
itself. I encourage you to be creative. A reminder though - the limit for titles is 28 characters including spaces.
While it is not a huge issue, and I won’t disqualify your entry, the manual states that if the title is too long to fit
in the allotted space within the competition records, we reserve the right to shorten it. I am seeing many lately
that I need to modify. The limit does not include, your name, underscores or
Stay safe and healthy!
category, only the actual title that you give your image. Remember to count
the spaces that you would normally place between the words.
A_ThisTitleIsNowExactly28_MaryMember.jpg
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photobug49@comcast.net

October Image of the Month

Compiled by Jeanne Quillan

The Image of the Month is chosen by one of our members as the image that appeals to them the most.
Each month, the honor of choosing the image is assigned to a different GRCC member.
This month’s favorite image from our October competition was chosen by Evie Carrier.

“Tower Clock”
by
Steve
Port

Chosen
by
Evie
Carrier

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
Some folks know it as Big Ben while others refer to it as the Tower Clock. We consider ourselves very
fortunate to have been able to travel to a few far-off lands. To see things that we first saw in books or on TV,
we now got to behold them in person. I must admit it is hard to compose a decent shot without being overcome
by the whole experience. We were up on the famous London Eye, trying to avoid reflections and rustling of the
nearby passengers. So many things rushing through my head, hold my breath, steady, and click. Now wait to see
what I can do in post-processing. Some work in Lightroom helped me to bring some extra drama to the scene.
We all experience things differently and, for me that day, this is what I saw.
- Steve
WHY I LIKED IT:
This composition is well done; placing the historic clock tower offset to the left draws the viewer into the subject
of the shot, while pushing the eye toward the other surrounding architectural structures -- both historic and
modern. The brooding color scheme and sharp contrast detailing all at once captures a nostalgic and futuristic
mood. The photographer reveals Big Ben in all its beauty, ambiance and history.
- Evie
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Member Interview:
Mike Bergeon
By Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

Mike, can you give our GRCC members some
background information on yourself?
I live in Jenison where I taught physics from 1980 until retiring in
2015. My wife Donna and I have two married daughters who have
blessed us with 5 grandchildren. In addition to photography my
hobbies include golf and astronomy.
Mike Bergeon

What made you decide to join GRCC and when?
While photographing elk in Rocky Mountain National Park I ran into Kelly Walkotten who suggested I might
enjoy GRCC. I had read that you should only commit to one new thing the first year of retirement, so I decided
to give the club a try.

Wood
Duck

The
Eagle

What kind of photography do you like to do?
I enjoy any kind of outdoor photography, but really love the challenge of photographing birds in the wild. I like
getting to know a bird’s behavior and territory and then figuring out how and when to capture it in good light
with a natural background. I have been known to hang around a particular bird for several hours, sometimes with
success and sometimes without.
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Continued on next page

BERGEON INTERVIEW - Continued from previous page

As a photographer, what advice can you give others
in the club to help them with their photography?
My main advice is to enter the competitions that the club offers. By seeing how you score and discovering what
you like that others enter, you can develop your style and produce images that both you and others will enjoy
more. Becoming a better photographer takes a little critical thought when you look at photos as well as when
you take them.
Do you have anything else you would like to share?
Pet peeve of this bird photographer. You’re in a park, big long lens pointing at a rare migrating bird that’s
passing through and will be gone tomorrow, and a person passing by asks, “Have you seen the eagle? Always the
same question. I always respond like it’s the first time I have ever heard that question; a skill from all those years
of teaching.

Diamond Ring

Sydney Opera House

Nov.

24

by Greg Ferguson
GRCC Lights & Shadows Editor

L&S

Deadline For December Issue

November 24, Tuesday, Noon
Please add this date to your smartphone calendar.
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Before is much appreciated!

Thank you so much!

gcferguson@me.com

Fall is my favorite season for photography. My shooting frequency moves up from three times a week
to any day I don’t get weathered out. But still there are life’s normal chores to work around and, oh yes,
eating, etc. Most days I don’t stray too far from home. I made a list of close locations to jump start my
travels. Yet, I know I’m seeing the same locations over and again. But are they really the same?

In fall especially, colors and weather
change at an accelerated rate. Some spots
become unrecognizable after a heavy rain
or strong winds. What you put off visiting
may be totally blah if you wait too long.
You can come back in a day or two if your
spot isn’t ready but you can never glue
those leaves back on. Time of day can
become critical. Sun direction and overall
lighting can drastically change the entire
character of any location. Planning is a
part of the program. Thinking ahead can
be problematic but necessary. And, even
with great effort, the wheels can come
clean off forcing an audible call for new
conditions. Staying loose and flexible is an
asset worth cultivating.

So, what does all this have to do with photographic history? I believe our predecessors shared all
these challenges and still managed to produce great work under arguably even more difficult
conditions. Can’t imagine scrambling to jam that huge view camera back into the wagon when those
dramatic rain clouds do exactly what they were designed to do, make rain!
Our forbearers were obviously individuals of great determination and energy.
So, fellow enthusiasts, Carpe Diem.
The last bold and beautiful leaf will still
be around for a while longer. Carpe Diem!

Keep shooting,
scharlesport@comcast.net

9

Treasurer
Reports
Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

Not too Early to Renew
Your Membership
for 2021 !!!

$2700
GOAL

$2700
$2400
$2100
$1800

Member
Changes
If you have any changes to your
email address or other information
to keep our membership list
up to date, email me at
treasurer@grcameraclub.org

New Digital Projector Fund
Thank you to members who have donated to our fund.
The total collected so far is $ 1,508.51 .

$1500
$1200

We’re at 57.7% - Over 1/2 Way!

$ 900
$ 600
$ 300

This goal is based on the Sony VPL-PHZ10 Laser
Projector. See the article below for more details.

$0

If you would like to make a tax-deductible donation by check payable to GRAND RAPIDS CAMERA CLUB,
you may send it to our Treasurer at: Christine Mooney, 4280 Brooklawn Lane SE, Kentwood MI 49512

Club
Dues

Membership runs January through December. Dues are just $35 for each member. Please check the website for
additional information regarding dues. We also have PayPal available on our Grand Rapids Camera Club website
for your convenience (a small PayPal processing fee will be applied). Click on “Join” tab to find
the PayPal link. If you join now (in Nov.), your membership runs thru the 2021 year!
If you prefer to pay dues with a check payable to GRAND RAPIDS CAMERA CLUB,
you may send it to our Treasurer at: Christine Mooney, 4280 Brooklawn Lane SE, Kentwood MI 49512

Goal-Worthy Projector
Shealyn McGee-Sarns, our Digital Coordinator recommends the
Sony VPL-PHZ10 for the following reasons:
Price Range is reasonable, I found the receipt from our current projector (purchased 10 years ago) and that was also $2500.
5,000 Lumens: this is the brightness; that means if we do happen to have any ambient light in a room, it should still produce a
pretty good image.
1920 x 1200 resolution means we could show our images (in the current style we do) 1200 x 1200 for competition.
50,000:1 Contrast Ratio would help with a lot of “blown-out” problems we’re seeing on images. The contrast ratio of our
current projector is 400:1, so we’re now missing a lot of greyscale in those blown-out areas.
Our current projector only has VGA ports; this would upgrade us to HDMI, so yes, HD images.
This projector uses laser light, so there is no spare replacement bulb needed! We would need to buy at least an HDMI cable
($50 would get us a GREAT one), and a carrying case, which I’m still looking for info on.
It has a 5-year warranty (I’m finding most only have 1-3 years, so this is great!).
For more info on the Sony VPL-PHZ10 click here. Remember, there are other models on the market (but more $$$).
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