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How is it October already?  The summer was simultaneously slow and painful (largely due to the 
ongoing pandemic which has changed everything about how we do anything), and yet in other ways 
it flew by at warp speed. It was definitely a warm one. We must remind ourselves that we wait all 
winter in anticipation of that warmth so we shouldn’t complain when we finally get it!  But what 
stood out for me about the summer of 2020 (not counting the pandemic) is that it was so
delightfully sunny!  If only I could bottle that and uncork it in the long, gray days of January,
February, and March!

Autumn in Michigan can be spectacular. I love the rich colors of fall and it makes for some
beautiful photo opportunities.  Many head to the Upper Peninsula to photograph the waterfalls and 
landscapes painted with nature’s most vibrant colors. But there are plenty of opportunities in and 
around Grand Rapids as well. Ottawa County especially has a large number of wonderful parks 
with trails and even some organized activities.  Visit www.miottawa.org for details.  In Kent County 
I might suggest Millennium Park, Aman Park, Seidman Park, Roselle Park, or Blandford Nature 
Center. Meijer Gardens has reopened, and is beautiful in the fall.  Make some time to get out and 
capture the beauty of autumn with your camera.  I look forward to seeing some fall beauty in our 
next competition!

But in the meantime, one of the upsides of online Zoom gatherings is 
that we can invite speakers who are not local. If you have a suggestion 
for a presentation please let Evie know at programs@grcameraclub.org.

Keep yourself protected 
and stay well.

With colder temperatures returning, the coronavirus pandemic still at large, and the regular flu season 
starting, the board has decided that the safest path forward for the next few months is to keep our 
meetings online through the end of 2020. VP of Programs Evie Carrier has been hard at work finding 
presenters who can provide engaging online programs, and webinar opportunities to keep the club
active and coming together through Zoom meetings to share our love and interest in photography. 
This won’t last forever… and eventually we will be able to gather in person again.

It is October, and Things
Have Definitely Changed !

GRCC President Letter

Jan Lewis

mailto:programs@grcameraclub.org
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Meeting Presentation

About Kelly

The Pursuit of Bull Winkle
Presented by Kelly Walkotten

21
Oct.

Wed.

Getting the photo is not always as easy as 
scouting the location, getting yourself in 
position and waiting for the action to begin. 
Kelly will talk about the steps necessary 
to have a successful wildlife photo shoot 
combined with her journey in pursuit of a 
large moose she affectionally refers to as 
Bull Winkle. This was an 8 year adventure 
taking her across the USA with its trials and 
tribulations.Hear her story of perseverance 
and determination and receive some infor-
mation to help you successfully photograph 
your journeys.

I am a wildlife and underwater photographer, 
traveling the world in pursuit of the next photo 
adventure. I teach Photoshop and Lightroom, 
lead photography workshops, and speak to 
camera clubs and photography groups around 
the country. I also show and sell my work at 
various Galleries around West Michigan and 
in the Florida Keys, and Fine Art America. I 
am currently sponsored by ProLab Express, 
FotoPro Tripods, and Hunts Photo.

My gear is a Nikon D810, and a FotoPro 
tripod. I have both Nikon and Tamron lenses, 
and like to play with my Lens Baby lenses. 
My underwater housing is a Nauticam with 
Ikelite strobes.

Our Next GRCC Meeting
Will Be Online!

Members will receive an email in October
on how to connect for this event.

*So ask to join 5-10 minutes before 7 PM.

21
Oct.

Wed. Meeting Starts at 7:00 PM*

Continued on next page.
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Our Next GRCC Meeting Will Be Online!
Members will receive an email in October on how to connect for this Oct.21 event.21

Oct.

Wed.
Meeting Starts at 7:00 PM  (So ask to join 5-10 minutes before 7 PM).

I currently spend the Summers at my
Michigan home in Hudsonville Michigan 
(about 4 months), and live in the Florida Keys 
the rest of the year. I am a past member of the 
Grand Rapids Camera Club, prior to moving 
to the Florida Keys.

I belong to PSA and NANPA.  I am the
President of the Southwestern Michigan 
Council of Camera Clubs (SWMCCC)
which hosts the Summer Weekend of
Photography the last weekend of July.

Continued from previous page.

The Assigned Subject List is available on our website on the Competition Corner page.

 
October ...... Waterfalls
November .. Steps & Stairways
December .. Vacant

September . Rivers
October ...... Nautical
November .. Harvest Time
December .. Curves

January ...... View From Below
March ........ Airborne
April .......... Old Vehicles
May ........... All In A Row SUMMER BREAK 

Our Assigned Subject Lists For 2020-2021

June ....Odd Or Unusual
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Wyoming Public Library    
I want to thank everybody who participated in the Wyoming Public Library exhibit of our prints. We had a full 
house, great images and I was pleased with the number of members who hung their valued work for exhibit. 
Unfortunately, we didn’t have a very good experience this year because of the pandemic; the library was closed 
to the public only a few weeks after we hung the images.
Going forward, let’s look to a better year in 2021.

at mvic.sos.state.mi.us/registervoter

at mvic.sos.state.mi.us/voter/index

All registered voters will receive one in the first week of October

If you elect to mail your ballot, do it early and have your ballot postmarked at P.O.

Go as early as you can. Wear a mask, bring water and maybe a chair!  

Be sure to fill out completely and sign.

If you elect to return your ballot to your township clerk’s ballot drop off box do it 
before 8pm. Do it as soon as you can...Early Is Best

You Can...

More info at mvic.sos.state.mi.us

Register to vote online thru State of Michigan by Oct.19

Check registration status

Return absentee ballot applications by Oct.30

Return absentee ballots by Nov.3

If you plan to vote in person on Nov.3

By Jeanne Quillan,
GRCC VP - CompetitionCompetition Corner

Stay safe and healthy! photobug49@comcast.net

Early Is Best!

Be Sure To

http://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/registervoter
http://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/Voter/Index
http://mvic.sos.state.mi.us
mailto:photobug49@comcast.net


The Image of the Month is chosen by one of our members as the image that appeals to them the most.
Each month, the honor of choosing the image is assigned to a different GRCC member.
This month’s favorite image from our September competition was chosen by Jan Lewis.

WHY I LIKED IT:
I was drawn to the image by the wonderful details of the shop, and the slightly impish smile on the shopkeeper’s 
face. The colors were warm and pleasing and I delighted in exploring all the nooks and crannies of the shop (since 
Stephen used a f-stop that allowed for great depth of field in the image!)  Yet even as my eyes wandered among the 
shelves it always returned to the shopkeeper’s eyes. I suspected it must have been taken in Israel as I recognized 
the Hebrew and noticed a number of Judaica items on the shelves, which was ultimately confirmed by Stephen’s 
write up about the image.  I just found it to be a fun and engaging image and it made me want to sit down in one of 
those bar stools and strike up a conversation with this interesting gentleman.
 - Jan

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
Cardamom coffee is very popular in the Middle East. This image was made at a coffee shop in the Old Town 
section of Nazareth, Israel (2017). It was dark inside the establishment and I was careful not to attract
attention as I made my camera settings ahead of time. I knew that I would need some depth of field to capture 
the environment in focus and that I would need a high ISO. These were the settings: 1/60th sec, f5.6, ISO 3200, 
18mm (Canon 5DM4 with a 16-35mm lens). I must admit that I was keen to include the “No Photo” sign in the 
frame (as a side note, the sign did not mean “No Canon cameras” Lol.) One possible reason for the gentleman’s 
amiable disposition towards both my camera and myself may be that I had already become a patron (he was 
making coffee for me).
 - Stephen

Compiled by Jeanne QuillanSeptember Image of the Month
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“Cardamom Coffee”
by 

Stephen
Burgstahler

Chosen by
Jan Lewis



Cyber Attacks;
The New Terrorism

I always worry about hard drives crashing and losing my photos. It has happened to me more than once.
Recovery is expensive, if the files can be recovered. I have had a travel hard drive fail and the recovery was 
about $1,200.00.  I had a RAID hard drive system that failed. The estimated cost for recovery was $10,000.00. 
The disk drives crashed against each other causing damage that make the files unrecoverable. I lost 5 years of 
photography with that one. I begged the drive to work, I talked nice to it, I swore at it, I drank over it, and
nothing brought it back. On my RAID system, the backup is all in the same unit so the crash also affected the 
back up drives. It was a very painful lesson. I chose a different system moving forward.

I split my time between two homes and live more at my Florida place than my Michigan home. This made a 
perfect situation for having my backup files and originals in two separate locations. This is always a good idea in 
case of a fire or a major power surge that could take out both the original hard drive and the backup hard drive. 
I use a NAS system. I have 8 hard drives mounted into a large case, and each hard drive is 8 terabytes. That’s a 
lot of storage and a lot of files! Both homes have identical units and they write to each other through an inter-
net connection. It has worked wonderfully giving me peace of mind that I should be covered if one of the units 
crashes. 

There is no known key to un-encrypt this virus. Of course, the Cyber attackers can do it for a fee. The going 
rate is about $850.00 in bitcoin. Bitcoin money is used more in the underground economy, not the markets used 
every day. It is a digital currency that you can buy, then pay it from my digital wallet to another digital wallet 

While sitting at my desk working on some emails, I noticed that my hard drive was humming away, lights flash-
ing, indicating it was hard at work. Then it occurred to me that I was not working on any files on the hard drive. 
What was happening? I opened the drive and noticed immediately that I had photos that were no longer visible. 
They were black and the extension at the end of the file name was .encrypt. I knew something was wrong and 
shut down the drive. I called technical support for my system and they instructed me to shut it down (I already 
had) and said I had a virus. I am very much into efficiency so my drives were set up to automatically write to the 
back up drive in real time. That now meant that the files were being encrypted on the back up drive, as well.
A ransom note was left in every
affected folder:

I never thought a cyber attack would happen to me. I am a small time photographer, with a small business. No 
big corporation, no sensitive files that would cause world problems, no secrets to steal. How could this really be 
happening?

Now isn’t that special!?!  What the ……
well you get the message. I was calling them 
some very nasty names now.  Google had 
plenty of information for me. This was a 
Russian Cyber Attacker who had targeted the 
Synology brand of backup systems. My hard 
drive is a sophisticated and reliable system 
that many large businesses use. The attackers 
remotely went in with a bot and threw
thousands of passwords at the system,
trying to get in, and they succeeded.
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By Kelly Walkotten

Continued on next page
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24
Oct.

L&S

Before is much appreciated!

Please add this date to your smartphone calendar.

October 24, Saturday, Noon

gcferguson@me.com

Thank you so much!

Deadline For November Issue

by Greg Ferguson
GRCC Lights & Shadows Editor

I am a MAC user and this ended up helping me. I have a ton of files and this went to my favor as well, by taking 
longer to get through all my files. However, had I not been sitting at my computer when the attack happened,
I would have had no idea that this was happening and would have destroyed all my files. I was able to catch it 
very early, keeping the damage to a minimum. All my Word files were encrypted, but I tend to do most of my 
work in Apple’s version of Word which is Pages. Those files were not touched. JPEG files were also targeted and 
I did lose a fair number of those, however all the RAW files were not affected, leaving me my originals. I have 
about 40 hours of reprocessing work but I still have my photographs. I also lost all my pdf files.

The big question is, how am I going to keep this from happening again? I have increased my firewall protection, 
at the risk of slowing down my internet. Inconvenient, but necessary. I will use stronger passwords and change 
them quarterly. My hard drives have administrator accounts attached to them and those have been disabled. I 
have set up protections to lock down the system if there are more than three attempts to get into my system. I am 
also going to invest into my own server to use as a third back up. I will have one of my hard drive units attached 
to it and will have it set to automatically back up once a week, without using the internet to access it. Again, 
inconvenient and costly but necessary. This could be accomplished using another hard drive device but storage is 
an issue for me and it is more cost effective to go with a server. 

Cyber attackers keep ahead of the game and will be the new terrorism. Staying ahead of the game will demand 
us to be diligent. Protecting our art and our family memories should not be this complicated. Unfortunately, there 
are always going to be people who look to steal, and profit from our loss. Keep your files secure and protected. 

Most importantly, keep photographing!
Create from your heart and your soul,
making the world a beautiful place. 

through the internet. I can buy my files back from the attackers who stole them. I refuse to do that for many 
reasons. How do I know that they will even give me the  information to unlock my own files? Nope, not playing 
that game!

Continued from previous page

mailto:gcferguson@me.com
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scharlesport@comcast.net

Previously, I have written about the subject of Artificial Intelligence (AI) as it applied to photography.  
What once was a futuristic novelty has suddenly become a clear and present game changer.

You can see AI mentioned everywhere today in the literature about the latest and greatest post-
processing photo software.  A percentage of the literature still hints at future developments, while 
much of it is about the here and now!  When reading photo community discussions and feedback, one 
sees much confusion, even anger, on the part of many.  Some are convinced that this new software will 
take the place of hard-won knowledge and experience, while others hope it will make so-so photos 
instant objects-de-art.  Turns out neither of these positions are particularly accurate.

Our “Club culture” may inspire even more complex and passionate discussions.  After all, is it even 
fair to be forced to compete against software that accesses the best practices of the world’s elite
artists? What about those who really enjoy the post processing process?  Will they be left behind?
Lest one is tempted to rail against this future scenario, I ask you to recall life before the digital age.
I suggest that this is not a new threshold, but just the normal continuation of photo progress.
The secret of avoiding digital angst may be to stay informed about where this is all headed.

Anyone who has recently 
upgraded to a state-of-the-
art smart phone has already 
tasted AI at work even if the 
company didn’t emphasize it.

I suppose too much hype 
starts to suggest trickery and 
bullying inherent in your 
phone, but just a little can 
make many snapshots really 
jump.

Keep shooting, Take a breath and remember who is in control.  You can grab hold of 
the rocket and charge into the future, or hang tough and love what you 
do now.  After all, it is still up to you.  As for me, I think I’ll jump on 
and enjoy the ride. Reminds me of roller coasters and fast cars.
I shouldn’t do those any more, but this sounds like fun!

http://scharlesport@comcast.net
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If you have any changes to your
email address or other information
to keep our membership list
up to date, email me at
treasurer@grcameraclub.org

Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

Membership runs January through December.  Dues are just $35 for each member. Please check the website for 
additional information regarding dues. We also have PayPal available on our Grand Rapids Camera Club website 
for your convenience (a small PayPal processing fee will be applied).
Click on “Join” tab to find the PayPal link.

Club
Dues

Member
Changes

Treasurer
Reports

Goal-Worthy Projector

Shealyn McGee-Sarns, our Digital Coordinator recommends the 
Sony VPL-PHZ10 for the following reasons:

Price Range is reasonable, I found the receipt from our current
projector (purchased 10 years ago) and that was also $2500.
5,000 Lumens: this is the brightness; that means if we do happen to have any ambient light in a room, it should still 
produce a pretty good image.
1920 x 1200 resolution means we could show our images (in the current style we do) 1200 x 1200 for competition.
50,000:1 Contrast Ratio would help with a lot of “blown-out” problems we’re seeing on images. The contrast ratio of 
our current projector is 400:1, so we’re now missing a lot of greyscale in those blown-out areas.
Our current projector only has VGA ports; this would upgrade us to HDMI, so yes, HD images. 
This projector uses laser light, so there is no spare replacement bulb needed! We would need to buy at least an HDMI 
cable ($50 would get us a GREAT one), and a carrying case, which I’m still looking for info on.
It has a 5-year warranty (I’m finding most only have 1-3 years, so this is great!).

For more info on the Sony VPL-PHZ10 click here. Remember, there are other models on the market (but more $$$).

This goal is based on the Sony VPL-PHZ10 Laser
Projector. See the article below for more details.  

We have a new member who joined our club recently.  
Please welcome Richard Johnson when you see him.   
Richard shoots with a Nikon.

New Member

New Digital Projector Fund

We’re at 57.7% - Over 1/2 Way! 

Thank you to members who have donated to our fund.
The total collected so far is $ 1,508.51 . 

If you would like to make a tax-deductible donation by check payable to GRAND RAPIDS CAMERA CLUB,
you may send it to our Treasurer at: Christine Mooney, 4280 Brooklawn Lane SE, Kentwood  MI  49512

If you join now (in Oct.), your membership runs thru the 2021 year!

$2700

$2400

$2100

$1800

$1500

$1200

$ 900

$ 600

$ 300

 $ 0

$2700
GOAL

A Little Extra...

mailto:treasurer@grcameraclub.org
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1321491-REG/sony_vpl_phz10_wuxga_basic_installation_projector.html

