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It has been a summer like none before. The Covid-19 pandemic has impacted virtually every aspect 
of our lives, cancelling or significantly altering events, family gatherings, travel, and the way we go 
about interacting and living. I had high hopes in June, at our last Zoom meeting, that we would be 
able to resume the club’s normal monthly meetings come September. But the virus has other ideas.

I encourage all of you to join us at our fall Zoom gatherings. It is the 
best way to stay connected with your GRCC friends! Stay tuned for 
emails with information about the scheduled programs and any links 
to the event.  Looking forward to seeing you, or your name, in your 
“Hollywood Square!”

Given the current situation with the science and numbers, and with updated recommendations
coming from the Governor’s office, the Board has decided that we should not yet begin meeting in 
person. We needed to have a plan and direction so that our Programming VP, Evie Carrier, knew 
how to proceed with programming plans. So, for at least September and October (and possibly 
through the end of 2020), Evie will be booking programs that can be presented via ZOOM or online 
webinars. Of course, that also means that digital competitions and judging will continue as we did in 
April, May and June (with print competition still on hold.)

Keep yourself protected 
and stay well.

In my many phone discussions with Evie over the summer, one of our concerns was that the number of club 
members who joined our May and June programs via Zoom was a little disappointing. Yes, it was still a new and 
foreign thing. Obviously, we would all prefer to meet in person. But, an online gathering is better than nothing at 
all, and is the current best way for us to stay connected as a club.

How can we get more of you to join in the “Hollywood Squares” type of gathering?  I dare say that almost all 
of us have signed up at one time or another for an online webinar or learning session. Our Zoom gatherings are 
really no different. It’s easy to connect either on your computer, laptop, or mobile device. If you don’t want your 
video turned on (or if you don’t have a video camera on your computer), then we will see a box with your name 
in it… and that is perfectly fine. And despite all the early hoopla and negative press linked to Zoom, they have 
made advancements in closing the much-hyped security issues. I’ve used Zoom all summer and have never had a 
problem. It’s easy to sign in to an event with the provided links and the interface is not difficult to navigate.  If you 
are uneasy about the login aspect, I would be happy to set up a test session to get you over any initial hurdles. Just 
shoot me an email at jklewis52@gmail.com or info@grcameraclub.org if you are interested in this.

GRCC Virtual Zoom Meetings
Are Like “Hollywood Squares”!

GRCC President Letter

Jan Lewis

mailto:jklewis52@gmail.com
mailto:info@grcameraclub.org
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Meeting Presentation

Mastering Manual
Presented by Daniel Koons

16
Sep

Wed.

Do you find yourself frequently shooting in aperture or shutter priority mode, or even 
auto mode on occasion?  Does the thought of moving your camera dial to “M” make you 
nervous? Our March presenter, Daniel Koons, will help you get over your fears of the big 
“M!” His presentation “Mastering Manual Mode” will help you learn how to use your 
camera in manual mode, without constantly tweaking settings, without bouncing between 
all the modes on the dial, without having to delete blurred or dark photos, all while making 
it easy and accurate. This is a “Back to Basics” presentation… and Daniel will discuss how 
Shutter Speed, Aperture, ISO, and Exposure work together, and how to set them. He will 
cover the order and process to achieve optimal settings for every photograph. 

Daniel’s love of digital photography started in 2001 while working at
Circuit City.  He was eagerly waiting until he could afford a “high-resolution” 
3.0 Megapixel Camera, and then finally shot his first wedding in 2005 using a 
Canon 20D. Over the years Daniel has done professional photography in the 
areas of Weddings, Portraits, and Product Photography. He really enjoys
teaching other photographers and has been doing so since 2006. Currently his 
main camera is the Sony A7R4 with a resolution slightly higher than his first 
camera, the Fujifilm S5000. Daniel is the Store Manager of Norman Camera on 
28th Street. He and his wife, Holly, have 6 children, ages 6 through 15.
They live in Grand Rapids. 

Our Next Meeting Will Be Online!
Members will receive an email in September on how to connect online Sept.16th for this program.

16
Sep

Wed.
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I am a Michigan photographer based out of both Grand Rapids and Whitefish Point (northern Upper 
Peninsula). My driving ambition is to use photography to capture the special, fleeting moments in life—
those visions and experiences that, if missed, serve only to haunt the quiet places of my mind, reminding 
me imperfectly about all the wondrous paths I’ve walked and people I’ve met. I seek to see the extraor-
dinary in the mundane, confront insignificance with relevance, and in the end create a deeper connection 
with the world around me. The contrast of living in a bustling urban environment, as well as the usually 
peaceful (yet sometimes violent) Lake Superior, has had a tremendous influence on the development of 
my work. Every day I bring something unexpected back to my studio, fueling the exploration of new 
ideas, tools and techniques.

I was new to photography and wanting to learn more… so I joined in September 2013.

Never give up…keep shooting. Interact with other photographers and enter as many gallery 
shows and competitions as you can.

by Greg Ferguson,
Editor of  the
Lights & Shadows

Evie, can you give our GRCC members some background information on yourself?

What made you decide to join GRCC and when?

What advice can you give others in the club to help them with their photography?

NY Brooklyn Bridge and the Moon (at dusk) Warhawk

Continued on next page... 

Interview:
Evie Carrier
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 •  Ludington Arts Photo Contest - 2nd Place

 •  Thirsty Photo Blog - Honorable Mention

 •  Grand Valley Artists Holiday Competition - Honorable Mention
 • GRCC Year-End Competition - Star Competitor
  2nd Place for “Historical Journey”
  2nd Place for “GR Golden Bridge”
  Honorable Mention for Year-End Judging 

 •  GRCC Perfect Score in May for “Historical Journey”

 •  GRCC Year-End Competition - Class A Competitor
  1st Place Open Digital for “Paris in the Rain”

 •  Abandoned Building and Ruins
 •  The Artful Photo
 •  Digital Photography
 •  GRCC Lights and Shadows
 •  International Women Artists
 •  Michigan Photography
 •  Old Buildings and Ruins
 •  Photography and Textures
 •  Photography from Art
 •  Versatile Photography
 •  Women Photographers

 •  ArtPrize 10 - 2018
 •  Calvin CRC - 2013
 •  Calvin CRC - 2014
 •  Cascade Library Gallery - 2013
 •  Celebration of the Arts - 2013
 •  Celebration of the Arts - 2015
 •  Celebration of the Arts - 2017
 •  Christ Lutheran Church - 2017
 •  Donna Chase Gallery - 2020
 •  Festival of the Arts - 2016
 •  Festival of the Arts - 2017*
 •  GR Festival Photographer Show - 2020
 •  GVA Spring Show - 2013

Here is a list of some of the competitions that
I have participated in:

Here is a list of some of the
publications that
I have been featured in:

 *  Received the
  Elmer & Rita Zinn Award at
  Festival of the Arts

Here is a list of some of the places that I have been invited and/or
displayed artwork/photography at:

Evie Carrier

Continued from previous page

Circus Dreams
2009

2010

2013

2014

2015

 •  GVA Photography Show - 2015
 •  GV Photo Club Show - 2016
 •  ICCF Show in GR - 2016
 •  Keeler Gallery in GR - 2017
 •  Marywood Gallery - 2016
 •  Muskegon Art Museum Salon - 2013
 •  Muskegon Art Museum Salon - 2014
 •  Muskegon Frauenthal Center - 2017
 •  Photo Group Show at GVA - 2015
 •  Photocard Salon in Muskegon - 2017
 •  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church - 2017
 •  Terry Berry Gallery - 2016
 •  Terry Berry Gallery - 2020

 •  Wealthy Street Bakery - 2015
 •  UICC Grand Rapids - 2015
 •  UICC Grand Rapids - 2016
 •  Wyoming Library - 2016
 •  Wyoming Library - 2020

“Peoples Choice Award”
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Judging Our Digital Images 

Our Wyoming Library Photography Display 

Judging our digital competition remotely has worked very well and it looks like we 
will be doing it for a few more months. The images are sent to the three judges via 
Dropbox without titles. Then, they record the score on a spreadsheet that is sent back 
to me for calculations.
Each judge has an unlimited time to view any image, which may be good or bad 
(good in my opinion) because no one is there to limit them. All in all, it’s working 
fairly well.
If any of you who are qualified and trained to judge want to give this remote judging 
a try, just let me know. I can help you get set up. It’s very easy (not a stressful under-
taking at all).   
Also, it’s great to be able to see the images and scores on the website, thanks to Jan 
and Shea. Unfortunately, prints are not an option at this time. I hope to get them going 
again. There’s nothing so fine as a great print!

The Wyoming Library is open now for limited hours, and we have begun to take 
down our display there. The photos have been held captive for some time now. If you 
still have prints hanging at the library, please make a point of picking them up by the 
end of August.
The library was open for patrons to view the images and vote for the favorites for 
about two short weeks. Apparently ghosts at the library were not willing to cast their 
votes, so the votes totals for the “Peoples Choice Award” were a little dismal (just 3 
votes each for the top 3):
 Diane Durand’s “Waiting in the Rain”,
 Clay Groot’s “Many Faces of Smoke” and
 Della Landheer’s “Peggy’s Cove Lighthouse” 

The rest of the images received 1 or 2 votes (or none in some cases). I do have a list 
of which images received votes. If anyone is interested, let me know. 

By Jeanne Quillan,
GRCC VP - CompetitionCompetition Corner

Stay safe and healthy!
Questions? Email me at photobug49@comcast.net

Let’s hope 2021 brings a better year all around.

mailto:photobug49@comcast.net


The Image of the Month is chosen by one of our members as the image that appeals to them the most.
Each month, the honor of choosing the image is assigned to a different GRCC member.
This month’s favorite image from our June competition was chosen by Jeanne Quillan.

WHY I LIKED IT:
The beautiful pink and white blossoms caught my eye. Diane has captured intricate detail in each flower petal 
and chosen a nice diagonal direction for the branches. The rest of the photo is very nicely softened allowing the 
main blossoms to become front and center in this image.
 - Jeanne

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
Dogwood is one of my favorite trees. This beautiful pink Dogwood is at Frederik Meijer Gardens, in the Grace 
Jarecki Seasonal Display Greenhouse. I shot this with my Sony A6000, f/4.5, 50mm, ISO 200, 1/400 seconds, 
edited in Elements Raw Editor, Elements 12, and finished up in Topaz Studio for a more artistic look.
 - Diane

Compiled by Jeanne QuillanJune Image of the Month

6

“Dogwood” by 
Diane Charvat

Chosen by
Jeanne Quillan



7

The Assigned Subject List is available on our website on the Competition Corner page.

September . Red, White & Blue
October ...... Waterfalls
November .. Steps & Stairways
December .. Vacant

September . Rivers
October ...... Nautical
November .. Harvest Time
December .. Curves

January ...... View From Below
March ........ Airborne
April .......... Old Vehicles
May ........... All In A Row SUMMER BREAK 

Our Assigned Subject Lists For 2020-2021

June ....Odd Or Unusual

Back in June of this year, Grand Rapids Camera Club lost John Hickey, one of our great members 
(who had served on the GRCC Board as our Treasurer). He had received numberous accolades and 
awards for his portraits. John was not active in our club in his later years because of health issues, 
but he was awarded an Honorary Lifetime Membership for his dedication and contributions to our 
club. He was 95 at his passing. 

Remembering
John Hickey

24
Sep

L&S

Sept. 24, Thursday, 7pm Before is much appreciated!

Please add this date to your smartphone calendar.

gcferguson@me.comThank you so much!

Deadline For October Issue by Greg Ferguson
GRCC Lights & Shadows Editor

mailto:gcferguson@me.com
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scharlesport@comcast.net

I sat in front of my computer on May 31, 2020 watching two astronauts make their way from a SpaceX 
crew capsule onto the International Space Station for the first time.  You might ask what this has to do 
with photography or the history of photography.  Well, quite a bit!

Photojournalism, while solitary early on, quickly evolved into the massive press conferences and
paparazzi hordes we suffer today.  One could say, “We’ve come a long way baby!”  In that light, did 
you see the incredible effort just five guys made setting up a boat load of video, microphones and still 
cameras documenting this auspicious event?  And, it did not all go smoothly.  Let me see, where does 
this wire go, are you sure about that setting, why isn’t this working, and can you move those lights 
around?  All this time I thought what I do with photography is sometimes complicated;
not even close!

I believe most of us would think that our astronaut PhDs spend most of their time studying piloting, 
orbital mechanics, and physics, but now you can add photography to that list.  Do you want to be an 
astronaut?... First tell me about your photo skills!

The total number of video 
devices on the Falcon 9
rocket, the crew capsule, 
and the space station seems 
almost uncountable.  The 
camera bag to hold all this 
gear would easily rival or
exceed the volume required 
by Mathew Brady when he 
documented the Civil War.  
The cost of all this would 
dwarf the combined gear
budget of everyone in our 
camera club and probably a 
great deal more.

When I was a kid, I dreamed of becoming an astronaut. After
graduating with a degree in Aerospace Engineering, my career took 
me elsewhere. I still live vicariously through following man’s
adventures in space and, yes, I love Star Trek. Today, I am darn proud 
to just be a photographer!  “Shoot well and prosper”* all.

*My adaptation of Spock’s “Live Long and prosper” salutation from Star Trek

http://scharlesport@comcast.net
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If you have any changes to your
email address or other information
to keep our membership list
up to date, email me at
treasurer@grcameraclub.org

Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

Membership runs January through December.  Dues are just $35 for each member. Please check the website for 
additional information regarding dues. We also have PayPal available on our Grand Rapids Camera Club website 
for your convenience (a small PayPal processing fee will be applied).
Click on “Join” tab to find the PayPal link.

Club
Dues

Member
Changes

Treasurer
Reports

Goal-Worthy Projector

Shealyn McGee-Sarns, our Digital Coordinator recommends the 
Sony VPL-PHZ10 for the following reasons:

Price Range is reasonable, I found the receipt from our current
projector (purchased 10 years ago) and that was also $2500.
5,000 Lumens: this is the brightness; that means if we do happen to have any ambient light in a room, it should still 
produce a pretty good image.
1920 x 1200 resolution means we could show our images (in the current style we do) 1200 x 1200 for competition.
50,000:1 Contrast Ratio would help with a lot of “blown-out” problems we’re seeing on images. The contrast ratio of 
our current projector is 400:1, so we’re now missing a lot of greyscale in those blown-out areas.
Our current projector only has VGA ports; this would upgrade us to HDMI, so yes, HD images. 
This projector uses laser light, so there is no spare replacement bulb needed! We would need to buy at least an HDMI 
cable ($50 would get us a GREAT one), and a carrying case, which I’m still looking for info on.
It has a 5-year warranty (I’m finding most only have 1-3 years, so this is great!).

For more info on the Sony VPL-PHZ10 click here. Remember, there are other models on the market (but more $$$).

This goal is based on the Sony VPL-PHZ10 Laser
Projector. See the article below for more details.  

We have a new member who joined our club recently.  
Please welcome Jenny Wood Shangraw when you see her.   
Jenny shoots with a Canon EOS R.

New Member

New Digital Projector Fund

We’re at 57.7% - Over 1/2 Way! 

Thank you to members who have donated to our fund.
The total collected so far is $ 1,508.51 . 

If you would like to make a tax-deductible donation by check payable to GRAND RAPIDS CAMERA CLUB,
you may send it to our Treasurer at: Christine Mooney, 4280 Brooklawn Lane SE, Kentwood  MI  49512

If you join now (in Sept.), your membership runs thru the 2021 year!

$2700

$2400

$2100

$1800

$1500

$1200

$ 900

$ 600

$ 300

 $ 0

$2700
GOAL

A Little Extra...

mailto:treasurer@grcameraclub.org
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1321491-REG/sony_vpl_phz10_wuxga_basic_installation_projector.html

