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Spring Brightens Our Spirits
As We Look For Optimism
Jan Lewis
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Wed.

Spring has arrived, albeit with a few reminders that winter can still be seen in the rear-view mirror.
But despite Covid-19, the flowers are blooming, the trees are leafing out, and the birds are singing.
The last month and half has been a bit surreal for all of us. I am not convinced we are on the other
side of the tunnel yet, but I am trying to remain optimistic.
Even if the shelter-in-place order expires on May 15, it is certain that the return to our
pre-Coronavirus world will be a gradual process. Gathering in groups in spaces where social
distancing is not possible will not be happening by mid-May. Several club members have indicated
to me that they would not be comfortable yet attending a regular meeting. Given those concerns
we will not physically be meeting together on May 20th. HOWEVER, our May program presenter,
Michael Koole, is technologically astute and has offered to give his presentation via an online platform. Thank you, Mike! You will receive an email in May with the details about timing and how to
connect online for Mike’s program. I look forward to seeing all your smiling faces in little squares
on my computer screen!
Our annual election cycle is also coming up. Thank you to the members who have agreed to serve
the club. The slate is as follows:
VP-Competition: Jeanne Quillan
Treasurer: Christine Mooney
Board Member at-large (2-year term): James Zeman
Board Member at-large (2-year term): Mike Bergeon
Board Member at-large (1-year term): Michael Koole
Elections are normally held at our May meeting. If the meeting is not held physically, we will either
hold the election online, as we did recently to elect Evie Carrier as VP-Programs. Stay tuned and
watch your email inbox for details.
Competition will continue, regardless of whether we physically meet, though print competition is
suspended until normal meeting and judging procedures resume. Jeanne Quillan will keep you up to
date on the status of Competition through club emails. The link to a gallery of the digital competition images are on club’s competition website page near the bottom. Scores are listed in a separate
accompanying PDF document.
We are all anxious to have our lives return to some semblance of normal.
Until that happens, stay safe and healthy.
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Exploring
Photographic Minimalism
Presented by Michael Koole, GRCC Member

An exploration of Minimalistic Imagery in Photography. What it is and what it isn’t. Where did
it come from and how has it evolved? We’ll explore the various nuances of the genre and look at
some of the past and current practitioners. Then we’ll look at characteristics of minimalistic
images and explore how to apply various techniques. Finally, we might just look some examples.

Our Next Meeting Will Be Online!

Members will receive an email in May beforehand on how to connect online for Mike Koole’s program.

Continued on
next page.
See Koole
Presentation
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Koole Presentation
Continued from
previous page.
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Our Next
Meeting
Will Be
Online!
Members will receive
an email in
May beforehand
on how to connect
online for
Mike Koole’s
program.

About Michael Koole
My Photo Slogan is “Look Deeper ....”
I view photography as a personal pursuit, using it to view the world differently, to look beyond the obvious. Look Deeper means to see Beyond the Physical, Past the Aesthetic, Down to the Essence of the
subject. My Style is rather eclectic, I tend to wander through the various genres randomly as my mood and
interest shift.
I have pursued photography as an enthusiast for many years and I enjoy sharing the passion of creating
images that ask questions and evoke stories. My work has been accepted in various juried exhibitions and
has earned local, regional and international recognition.
Email: MichaelKoole@Ymail.com
Website: www.MichaelKoole.com
Flickr: https://www.flickr.com/people/visionthreeimages/
Facebook: facebook.com/michael.koole
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/michael.koole/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/MKoole
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Competition Corner

By Jeanne Quillan,
GRCC VP - Competition

Wow, the world keeps changing due to the Covid-19 pandemic. As a result, GRCC may have to stay put
for a while longer and hunker down. We need to be strong and resilient, and definitely practice social
distancing. Here are some important updates regarding our club competition:

Digital Competition Will Continue
I’m pleased to see that many of you have entered your April Digital Competition entries as normal. Lots of things
in the country and world have changed, but rest assured we will continue our digital monthly competitions by
scoring remotely as long as necessary. We have added a gallery of the images on the website, along with a list of
the images and scores sorted in the order of competition. I have heard from many of you that you really like this
addition and I’m hoping that we will continue it as a regular feature.
Recently we had to discontinue print competition, and that will remain the case until we can get together again.

For the Best Score
Choose the Correct Category
There are a few things I’ve noticed in recent competitions. Many of you are not entering your images in the
appropriate category. If your image shows the hand of man in nature, or color in monochrome, or an animal
in portraits, your image will be disqualified. But, if your image does not fit the category as well as it should,
other than mentioned above, it is very likely that the judge will lower your score accordingly. Here are some
examples that might result in a lower score that I see often:
Assigned: Even if it is a great image, but it does not fit the assignment appropriately.
Creative: The image does not show anything especially creative on behalf of the photographer. It must be a
creative action taken by the photographer when shooting the image, or creative manipulation in image
editing software. Creative is not for images that portray someone else doing or showing something creative.
PJ: In PhotoJournalism, an image must tell a story or show people showing emotion, interacting with one
another or doing something unusual. Images that are set up, posed or visibly manipulated are not allowed,
and could be disqualified or given a lower score. I like to see people capture verbs, (action) rather than
nouns (objects).
Scapes: These are meant to be wide landscapes, cityscapes, seascapes, etc – as indicated in the
manual, showing a wide expanded view. If the image is of a single building, lighthouse or object that
becomes the dominant feature of the image, it is not a scape and should be entered in a more appropriate
category.

Last Call for Suggestions
For 2021 Assigned Subjects
Please email your suggestions to me at photobug49@comcast.net
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Stay safe and healthy!

April Image of the Month

Compiled by Jeanne Quillan

The Image of the Month is chosen by one of our members as the image that appeals to them the most.
Each month, the honor of choosing the image is assigned to a different GRCC member.
This month’s favorite image from our April competition was chosen by Russ Barneveld.

“Flamenco Dancers” by Larry Howard

Chosen by Russ Barneveld

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
This image of the Flamenco Dancers was taken in Barcelona, Spain, while on a cruise in November 2018.
The exposure was made in room light without flash with f4.5, 1/60 second, ISO 1600, and 28 mm with a zoom
lens on my Canon SL2. I reset the white balance and picture style; in addition, some sharpening was done.
The image was then opened as a single image in Aurora HDR where it was straightened, cropped, and saturation
slightly increased. The shutter speed was happily fast enough to stop the action but slow enough for the right
foot of each dancer and the pony tail on the female dancer to display motion blur.
- Larry
WHY I LIKED IT:
During this time of Covid19, quarantines, and social distancing this image reminded me of how important
friends, community, and good times are to all of us. The “Flamenco Dancers” is not only technically a great
photo but also shows the joy of being together. The photographer has caught the action as well as the fun of the
moment.
- Russ
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Online Photo Critique
and Workshop Groups

By Russ Barneveld,
GRCC Member

Recently several of our club members have been sharing photos online and doing critiques and discussions
on how to improve our images. With this, coupled with the success of the “Critique Workshop” at our
regular meeting, we have been discussing the possibility of setting up online critique groups. We have not
worked out details as yet, but we could have groups set up in categories similar to our competitions.
During this time of Social Distancing, I have decided to learn how to use a new photo-editing program.
This led me to think that we could also form workshop groups where members can share tips on using
various editing applications or photo techniques.
The critique/workshop groups could be set up using Email, Facebook Groups, or Google Docs/Groups. If
you are interested in taking part in a group, please email Russ Barneveld at barnever@gvsu.edu. Let us
know what platform you would prefer to use, what types of workshop groups you would like to see, and if
you would be interested in moderating one of the groups.
Also, during this time of Social Distancing, we will have a chance
to interact with other club members and improve our skills.

Stay Healthy!

Our Assigned Subject List For 2020
May............ Mich. Landscapes
June............ Wet

SUMMER BREAK

September.. Red, White & Blue
October....... Waterfalls
November... Steps & Stairways
December... Vacant

The Assigned Subject List is available on our website on the Competition Corner page.
A business-card-size list is also available at our meetings.

Deadline For June Issue
May

23
L&S

by Greg Ferguson
GRCC Lights & Shadows Editor

Saturday, Noon
Before is much appreciated!

Please add this date to your smartphone calendar.
Thank you so much!
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gcferguson@me.com

...as I sat in my dimly lit office contemplating the talents of photographers past. They struggled mightily
with ponderous cameras as they dragged themselves up and over high and mighty razor-sharp
escarpments. Well, okay, maybe it wasn’t always that dramatic then, and they may have taken little
notice of the challenges. I used to think we certainly have it a lot easier today, but then
March 2020 happened. It’s not as easy now as I would like.
Having a hobby requiring a certain degree of concentration, I am quite distracted when I need to get off
the trail to avoid other photographers looking for the same escape from unseen pathogens. I find a mask
doesn’t make it easier to use a small viewfinder. So, I switch gears and consider alternative subjects.
Such was my mindset as I realized that the gusty wind was blowing all my potential macro subjects
every which way. Shifting again, I began physically collecting dry dead stuff and hauling it a half mile
back to the house.

Sorting through our collection
of accumulated flower vases,
I selected an appropriate size
and began to develop my
composition. Needing a
stable platform, I figured the
all-purpose dining table was
sufficient. Setting up a white
background, I positioned it to
reflect plenty of available light
on the vase’s contents.

That day my camera of choice was my iPhone 11 Pro. Not because it is better than my DSLR,
but by its nature, it has lots of depth of field. Add a little LightRoom magic
and out pops my creation du jour (shown above). What do you think?
Am I more than a little bored? Yes, but I keep on shooting.
As should you, my friends!
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scharlesport@comcast.net

Treasurer
Reports
Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

Member Changes
If you have any changes to your
email address or other information
to keep our membership
list up-to-date,
email Christine Mooney at
treasurer@grcameraclub.org

Club
Dues
For
2020

New Digital Projector Fund

$2700
GOAL

$2700

Thank you members who have donated to our fund.
Recent donors include Rosemary Van Houten.

$2400

The total collected so far is $ 1,508.51 . There is a
collection box at the meetings for contributions.

$1800

We’re at 57.7% - Over 1/2 Way!

$2100
$1500
$1200
$ 900
$ 600

This goal is based on the Sony VPL-PHZ10 Laser
Projector. See the article below for more details.

$ 300
$0

Membership runs January through December. Dues are just $35 for each member.
Please check the website for additional information regarding dues.
We also have PayPal available on our Grand Rapids Camera Club website
for your convenience (a small PayPal processing fee will be applied).
Click on “Join” tab to find the PayPal link.

Goal-Worthy
Projector
Shealyn McGee-Sarns, our Digital Coordinator recommends the
Sony VPL-PHZ10 for the following reasons:
Price Range is reasonable, I found the receipt from our current projector (purchased 10 years ago) and
that was also $2500.
5,000 Lumens: this is the brightness; that means if we do happen to have any ambient light in a room, it should still
produce a pretty good image.
1920 x 1200 resolution means we could show our images (in the current style we do) 1200 x 1200 for competition.
50,000:1 Contrast Ratio would help with a lot of “blown-out” problems we’re seeing on images. The contrast ratio of
our current projector is 400:1, so we’re now missing a lot of greyscale in those blown-out areas.
Our current projector only has VGA ports; this would upgrade us to HDMI, so yes, HD images.
This projector uses laser light, so there is no spare replacement bulb needed! We would need to buy at least an HDMI
cable ($50 would get us a GREAT one), and a carrying case, which I’m still looking for info on.
It has a 5-year warranty (I’m finding most only have 1-3 years, so this is great!).
For more info on the Sony VPL-PHZ10 click here. Remember, there are other models on the market (but more $$$).
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