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Mastering Manual
Presented by Daniel Koons
Do you find yourself frequently shooting in aperture or shutter priority mode, or even
auto mode on occasion? Does the thought of moving your camera dial to “M” make you
nervous? Our March presenter, Daniel Koons, will help you get over your fears of the big
“M!” His presentation “Mastering Manual Mode” will help you learn how to use your
camera in manual mode, without constantly tweaking settings, without bouncing between
all the modes on the dial, without having to delete blurred or dark photos, all while making
it easy and accurate. This is a “Back to Basics” presentation… and Daniel will discuss how
Shutter Speed, Aperture, ISO, and Exposure work together, and how to set them. He will
cover the order and process to achieve optimal settings for every photograph.

Daniel’s love of digital photography started in 2001 while working at
Circuit City. He was eagerly waiting until he could afford a “high-resolution”
3.0 Megapixel Camera, and then finally shot his first wedding in 2005 using a
Canon 20D. Over the years Daniel has done professional photography in the
areas of Weddings, Portraits, and Product Photography. He really enjoys
teaching other photographers and has been doing so since 2006. Currently his
main camera is the Sony A7R4 with a resolution slightly higher than his first
camera, the Fujifilm S5000. Daniel is the Store Manager of Norman Camera on
28th Street. He and his wife, Holly, have 6 children, ages 6 through 15.
They live in Grand Rapids.

Guests are always welcome at our meetings! Please be aware that there is a $5 per person
guest fee. Please bring cash or check. As always, GRCC Members are always free!
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GRCC President Letter

VP of Programs is Changing

Jan Lewis

I am sorry to have to announce that due to a change in jobs, Joe Lapeyra has had to step down as our
VP of Programs, effective immediately. As many of you know, providing interesting and qualified
speakers and programs is one of the most important functions of the club. Good programs are what
brings people to club meetings, and it is one of the things that keeps them coming back. We thank Joe
for his hard work and efforts the past 7 months, and wish him the best with his new job.
Joe had arranged programs/speakers through May of this year, but his term of office (2020-21) was
open and needed to be filled. But now some good news: Evie Carrier has come forward and agreed to
serve as VP of Programs. Evie has been an active club member for many years. She is a talented and
creative photographer and especially adept at using Photoshop to create composite images which are
often magical and ethereal. She competes regularly so we have all seen her art! She is also an active
member of Grand Valley Artists, having served on their board in numerous positions. Please thank Evie
for stepping up and volunteering for this important position. According to our constitution, we will vote
at the next business meeting to make it official.
I might add at this time that we will also have several board positions open at our next elections. These
are Board Members at large, so they don’t have any specific job tasks attached to them. Please let me
know if you are interested in serving on the board. Also, Ned Hughes will be stepping down as our
hospitality coffee person after June. If you would like to help out with hospitality let me know. We also
still have openings for both a webmaster and workshops coordinator.
Please feel free to contact me by phone (616-446-7573) or email (jklewis52@gmail.com), or reach out
to me at a club meeting with any questions. I am waiting for your call or email!

Wyoming Public Library Gallery
Be sure to visit the Wyoming Public Library from March 1- April 18 to see the exhibit of framed photos by
GRCC members. The gallery space is immediately to the left of the entrance (before entering into the library
space.) The library is located at 3350 Michael Ave SW, Wyoming, MI 49509. Library hours are listed on the
Kent District Library website at https://www.kdl.org/locations/wyoming .
See Jeanne’s
article on
page 4 about
setting up the
gallery at WPL
on Sunday,
March 1, 2020
Mar.

1

Sun.

Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

Updated Membership Manual
Thank you to Jeanne Quillan and Diane Durand for your time and efforts spent revising and
updating the Membership Manual to reflect some of the changes in both Monthly and
Year-End Competitions . The updated Membership Manual is now up on our website.
Please check it out! http://grcameraclub.org/competition

Our Assigned Subject List For 2020
March......... Historic Buildings
April........... Angles & Patterns
May............ Mich. Landscapes
June............ Wet

SUMMER BREAK

September.. Red, White & Blue
October....... Waterfalls
November... Steps & Stairways
December... Vacant

The Assigned Subject List is available on our website on the Competition Corner page.
A business-card-size list is also available at our meetings.

GRCC is like most clubs… there are plenty of volunteer opportunities that
help keep the club organized, fresh, and moving forward. Currently we need a
new webmaster. Our website is designed and functions well, but needs an
individual who is the point contact person for uploading or changing some
of the content, or making any additions that may be required. If you have a
skillset in web design or management and are willing to share your expertise,
please contact Jan Lewis at info@grcameraclub.org .
Becky Humes has organized a number of workshops over the past year.
(Thank you Becky!) Many hands make light work… and a Workshop or
Field-trip Assistant would be helpful to spread the duties out and bring in new
ideas. Maybe you have a great idea for a field-trip destination. Would you be
willing to organize and lead a trip? If this sounds like something you would be
interested in, either on a one-time basis or ongoing, please contact Jan Lewis
at info@grcameraclub.org .
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Competition Corner

By Jeanne Quillan,
GRCC VP - Competition

Year-End Awards
for 2019
The annual awards presentation was a huge success
and it appeared everyone had a good time.
Awards were presented and cake and punch were served.
Congratulations to:
Cathy Keifer as Photographer of the Year, and Top Scorer in Digital.
Russ Barneveld earned Top Scorer in Prints.
The following members achieved the honor of competing as Star Class Competitors:
Della Landheer
Randy Nyhof
Randy Wegener
Jeanne Quillan
Steve Port

Jan Lewis
Becky Humes
Diane Charvat
Jim Knapp
Evie Carrier

Jack Eichner
Russ Barneveld
Andrew Schwailler
Karen Thauer
Larry Heydenburg

The list of all winning images can be found on our website here.

Annual GRCC Exhibit in Wyoming
Each year, we are invited to display our images in the gallery space at the Wyoming Public Library at 3350
Michael Ave. S.W., Wyoming, Mi 49509 (see photo on page 2).
We welcome and encourage all of our members to participate.
Consider framing and displaying your YEAR END COMPETITION WINNING or HM PRINTS along
with your award ribbons, or bring any of your favorite images. You may bring as many as you would like to
display; we have not had a space issue at all in the past. Prints can be any size, but MUST BE FRAMED or
otherwise displayed as a gallery wrap, metal print etc. Inexpensive frames can be purchased at Michaels, or
Hobby Lobby. Include with your image a tag with the name of the image and you as the maker.
Again this year, we will be asking the public that views the images to vote for their favorite! The winner will
be announced after the exhibit is complete at the general meeting in May.
Mar.

1

Sun.

Our annual “hanging” event will be held SUNDAY MARCH 1 at 1:00. Bob will be available to help and
have hanging supplies should you need them. If you miss this date, you may bring your prints to the library
for hanging at any time. Or you can drop them off to us beforehand, we will see that they get there.
Images will stay on display until Saturday April 18.
Its always helpful if we know you will be participating. Email us at any of the addresses below:
Photobug49@comcast.net Competition1@grcameraclub.org Letterman60@comcast.net
Don’t forget to stop by the library and cast your vote for your favorite, and invite your friends and relatives!
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As I surf through the internet of things, I regularly come across bits of photographic advice.
One that I have often struggled with is the recommendation that, “If you want to advance in the world
of photography, you need to develop a personal style.” I think that means a style that is immediately
recognizable by fellow photographers as having been shot by, well, me. Some club members say that
I already have a “style” that identifies me out of a raft of other photographers. Honestly, I have no idea
what it is. I wish they would tell me so I could mention it when I want to impress a group of strangers.
“Hi, my name is Steve and I have a personal photographic style.” Or, maybe not.

Back in 1885, a man named Wilson Bentley
was the first individual to photograph a
snowflake. I believe we have all grown up
understanding that “no two snowflakes are
alike.” This saying is directly attributable to
Bentley’s exhaustive study and over 5,000
snowflake pictures he published. He used a
bellows connected to a microscope for his
images. It’s a lot easier today if you’re
interested. I think you could say that Wilson
Bentley had a style that photographers of his
era would immediately attribute to him.

While “no two snowflakes are alike”, I don’t think the same
thing can be said of photographers. Our club includes several
members that glory in photographing birds of all feathers.
But I think we all could agree that their approaches are all a
little different; a different style, if you will.
Each of us may have a different bird capture style we
prefer, and thank goodness. Like snowflakes, every
photographer is different and that difference is the
essence of what do here, what we love, and what we
celebrate. Vive la difference!

scharlesport@comcast.net

5

Judging and Print Drop-Off Locations
Judging will be held in the home of Jan Lewis, 1244 Camille S.E, Grand Rapids, 49546.
Prints can be dropped off prior to the judging date at these locations:
Grand Rapids - Jan Lewis (616-446-7573) jklewis52@gmail.com
Wyoming - Jeanne Quillan (616-581-5703) photobug49@comcast.net
Comstock Park - Becky Humes (616-558-6080) beckyhumes1@yahoo.com
Be sure to call or email ahead of time to confirm times and get directions.

Ned Hughes
For the donation of soft drinks for
our snack time at the meetings.

Treats are a good thing...
Any member who wants to bring a treat to a
future meeting, can use the Treat Sign-Up Sheet.

From the Editor
by Greg Ferguson
GRCC Lights & Shadows Editor

Deadline for
April Issue
Mar

26
L&S

The Lights & Shadows newsletter is important to our club; it helps
us communicate with our members (and potential members).
Here are a couple of ways you can help support our publication:
1. Become a Reporter
Provide news about our members (and yourself), and let us know
what is going in our photographic world. Have a new product or
a new way to capture an image? Let the club know!
2. Provide Timely Input
Deadlines are important, and they need to be met to maintain
the Lights & Shadows’ quality and timeliness. I usually need
info and pics a full weekend prior to the publication time
(usually the last week of the month before).

Please add this date to your smartphone calendar.

Thursday, 7:00 pm

Thank you so much!

Before is much appreciated!
gcferguson@me.com
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Treasurer Reports
by Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

Welcome New Member
We have a new member who joined our club recently:

Digital Projector Fund

Clay Groot - shoots with Apple iPhone and Canon

Thank you members who have donated to our
New Digital Projector Fund. Recent donors
include James Knapp, Richard Coombs and
Ned Hughes.

Please welcome Clay when you see him.

When Changes Occur

The total collected so far is $ 1,458.51 .
There is a collection box at the meetings for
contributions.

Club
Dues
For
2020

Mar.

18
Wed.

If you have any changes to your email address or other
information (to keep our membership list up-to-date), email
Christine Mooney at treasurer@grcameraclub.org

Membership runs January through December. Dues are just $35 for each member.
Please check the website for additional information regarding dues.
We also have PayPal available on our Grand Rapids Camera Club website
for your convenience (a small PayPal processing fee will be applied).
Click on “Join” tab to find the PayPal link.

Our Next Meeting Is March 18th
Guests are always welcome at our meetings, however there is a nominal $5 guest fee.
Please bring cash or check. Members are always free.
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Meetings are usually held the third Wednesday of the
month except for February, July and August. Meetings start
promptly at 7:15 pm (so it’s best to arrive by 7:00).
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Grace Episcopal Church 1815 Hall St. SE Grand Rapids, MI 49506
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