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GRCC President Letter

Happy New Year!
Jan Lewis,
GRCC President

January is the month of resolutions and new beginnings for you and the Grand Rapids
Camera Club. Our meeting year runs from September through June, but our competition and
fiscal year runs from January through December. So, even though you may still be making
decisions about which of your 2019 competition entries will be submitted to the
2019 Year-End competition, our MONTHLY competition starts a-fresh with January.
The Board voted on changes to our competition guidelines, particularly impacting the
Photographer-of-the-Year guidelines. Please read Jeanne Quillan’s Competition article for the
details. Remember also, that beginning in January 2020, you can no longer submit the same
image in both print and digital divisions. The Board may be revisiting this decision at a future
date but for the time being, this change stands.

January marks the beginning of our fiscal year. Membership dues are our main source of
income. Our income barely covers our expenses, which are primarily room rental, programs/
speaker fees, insurance, and software (Lightroom). Dues for 2020 are due now and must be
paid by March in order to participate in our monthly competitions. Please get your $35 dues
payment to our treasurer as soon as possible.
You can pay online on our website, pay your dues at the January meeting by cash or check,
or mail a check made out to Grand Rapids Camera Club to our treasurer Christine Mooney,
4280 Brooklawn Ln SE, Kentwood, MI 49512. If you recently joined the club
(since September 2019), you are paid through 2020.

Currently, our projector is close to the end of its lifespan. It cannot be serviced and Canon
no longer supports the unit. Recently we had a scare with the projector, and were unable to
get the laptop to communicate with it. A new unit or solution will be several thousands of
dollars. Club dues aren’t sufficient to cover equipment replacement. Currently we have $752
set aside for a new projector, donated by club members. Since GRCC is a 501(c)3
organization, you may consider contributing to our projector fund at this time.
Board member Russ Barneveld is also exploring fund raising ideas and options;
he would welcome any input or suggestions you might have.
Russ’ email is barnever@gvsu.edu .
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Meeting Presentation

Learning to Critique:
A Hands-On Program

Jan.

15
Wed.

Presented by Joe Lapeyra, GRCC VP of Programs

We all want to improve our photography, but how do we do that? What do we look for? How do
others see our images? Do they see them as we do? Knowing these answers will help our behind-the-lens
decision making and propel us to create better and better images. Just like photography, critiquing is a
valuable skill that can be learned and improved upon. At its highest level, top pros pay hundreds of dollars
for sessions with critiquing experts. But novice to pro, everyone benefits by knowing what makes an image work and what doesn’t. This program will help you to view your images more objectively and put you
on a path to discovering new ways to improve your results.
We’ll begin with a short demonstration and a quick-start guide to critiquing, and then break into small
groups for hands- on practice. Although some images to critique will be provided, the real value here is to
critique and have your own images critiqued in order to learn and practice how to view your images with
an eye for detail.

Bring at least two or three images

in either print or digital format; they can be any size, matted or un-matted, or on a laptop, phone or thumb
drive. They can be images that you love, hate, or anything in between. Be prepared to think differently
about images, and to begin applying new approaches to your photography!

View Upper Level
Sunset Pier

The Dune

Continued on next page - See CRITIQUE PRESENTATION

Guests are always welcome at our meetings, however there is a nominal $5 guest fee.
Please bring cash or check. Members are always free.
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CRITIQUE PRESENTATION
continued from previous page

Joe Lapeyra’s Biography
Joe is a retired Architectural/Interior photographer who moved to Michigan about
three years ago. He graduated from the Art Institute of Ft. Lauderdale with a degree
in Commercial Photography.
Best known for his dramatic interior lighting, Joe has shot over 250 magazine and
book feature spreads and over 40 covers. His work has been published in many of
the industry and shelter magazines, including Architectural Digest, Florida/Caribbean
Architect (AIA), Dwell, Florida Design, Florida Architecture, Interior Design,
Casa & Estilo, Coastal Living, Luxe, Palm Beach Design, Carolina Architecture and
Design, HealthCare Design, Gulf Coast Design, Charlotte Home and Design,
Miami Home and Design, and others.

Our Assigned Subject List For 2020
January....... Food
March......... Historic Buildings
April........... Angles & Patterns
May............ Mich. Landscapes

June............ Wet

SUMMER BREAK

September.. Red, White & Blue
October....... Waterfalls
November... Steps & Stairways
December... Vacant

The Assigned Subject List is available on our website on the Competition Corner page.
A business-card-size list is also available at our meetings.

Help Wanted
GRCC is like most clubs… there are plenty of volunteer opportunities which
help keep the club organized, fresh, and moving forward. Currently we need a
new webmaster. Our website is designed and functions well, but needs an
individual who is the point contact person for uploading or changing some
of the content, or making any additions that may be required. If you have a
skillset in web design or management and are willing to share your expertise,
please contact Jan Lewis at info@grcameraclub.org .
Becky Humes has organized a number of workshops over the past year.
(Thank you Becky!) Many hands make light work… and a Workshop or
Field-trip Assistant would be helpful to spread the duties out and bring in new
ideas. Maybe you have a great idea for a field-trip destination. Would you be
willing to organize and lead a trip? If this sounds like something you would be
interested in, either on a one-time basis or ongoing, please contact Jan Lewis
at info@grcameraclub.org .
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December Image of the Month

Compiled by Jeanne Quillan

The Image of the Month is chosen by one of our members as the image that appeals to them the most.
Each month, the honor of choosing the image is assigned to a different GRCC member.
This month’s favorite image from our December competition was chosen by Rebecca (Becky) Humes.

“So NOW what do I do?”
by Jeanne Quillan
Chosen by
Rebecca Humes

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
Each year, Grand Rapids Camera Club members are invited to photograph at the Meijer State Games - I try
not to miss a year. This image was captured at the wrestling event. I love photographing the younger athletes as
their expressions and actions cannot be compared. This young boy succeeded in knocking down his opponent
and she laid there for what seemed to be an eternity, (although it was really only 15 – 30 seconds). None the
less, I began to wonder if she was OK. Apparently, he did as well, and I was able to capture his expression at the
right moment! Soon after she got up to complete the match, he went on to victory and all was well.
- Jeanne
WHY I LIKED IT:
Photojournalism is one of my favorite categories. It takes a certain amount of skill and dedication to master it.
This image is a perfect example of Photojournalism. Even without the clever title, you know exactly what is
happening! Such a brilliant capture. I wasn’t the only one who loved this photograph, the whole room laughed.
- Becky
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I have touched on or directly addressed how much faster we can photograph today compared to the
laborious process at the onset of the photographic arts (i.e. in the beginning). I do find the “streamlining” of photography to be an immense technological accomplishment. This always seemed like
a good thing to me personally. Problem: Many articles and videos I consume today say I’ve got it
totally wrong!
In retrospect, it seems that my photographic life has always
been stuffed into specific planned slots of time. If I see that
I have an open couple of hours, I target a close location or
attach a photo session to a specific unassociated event. When
we go on vacation as a couple or a family, my camera is along
as a silent member of the group. I feel guilty in the company
of others if I dally too long in one spot with my camera while
life moves on in the fast lane. Non-photographers in the group
do not appreciate these photographic delays. Even fellow
photographers have their own agendas that do not match
mine. I have a simple choice, either fall in line with the group
or go alone. I don’t know about you, but the lone
photographer persona has never fit easily into my lifestyle.
Here is a nightmare scenario of how bad this can get.
Save up a bunch of $$$$$ for a dream cruise to the Baltic Sea
(we did this) to discover if Russians are really horrible people
out to get us (they’re not). Then join a land tour with 15 other
tourists to see some of the greatest museums in the world.
Your guide has an unwavering deadline making it impossible
to take spectacular and carefully composed photos. All the
experts teach that this is a recipe for disaster.
Well, to date, I have muddled through these less-than-perfect scenarios. I have not morphed into the
“lone photographer” yet and I get some shots I like. I hope to see more of the world and shoot as I go,
but I see photographic progress as an uphill battle. So for the New Year, if you see some idiot with a
camera standing directly in your path, slow down and
cut the photographer some slack;
That idiot is probably me.
scharlesport@comcast.net
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Competition Corner

By Jeanne Quillan,
GRCC VP - Competition

End-of-Year Competition 2019

• Eligible Images must have been entered during the 2019 competition year.
• There is a limit of 5 images per category, including Assigned. Do not move your Assigned to another
		 category as in the past. We will be judging Assigned separately this year, based on your imagination,
		 originality and the thought you put into photographing your image.
• Email a list of your image titles sorted by category, and Assigned further sorted by subject. The subject
		 of your email should be “End of Year Competition”.
• Email to images@grcameraclub.org AND to photobug49@comcast.net . Do not resend the images –
		 just the list. Please send your list to BOTH email addresses.
• Prints may be brought to the January general meeting, or make arrangements to drop them off at
		 another time before the deadline. Same applies – 5 images per category.
• A list of your 2019 images and scores is available by request – email me at photobug49@comcast.net .
• Send your entries as soon as possible. My hope is to hear from all members who competed in 2019
		 monthly competitions.

Starting in 2020: New Rules for

GRCC Photographer of the Year Award
To be eligible for this award, a member must:
• Enter a minimum of 40 entries (print and digital combined).
• Enter a minimum of 5 Assigned subject entries during the year.
• Compete with entries in 6 of the 7 remaining categories.
Once a member has met these qualifications, the sum of their total scores in print and digital will be
averaged. The Photographer of the Year will be the member who has the highest AVERAGE score in all
categories for the year. In case of a tie, the entries in the member’s most entered category
(excluding Assigned) will be averaged, with the highest average in that category to be the winner.
These changes go into effect beginning January 2020. They do not affect the 2019 competition year.
COMPETITION CORNER continued on next page
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COMPETITION CORNER - continued from previous page

Judging and Print Drop-Off Locations
Judging will be held in the home of Jan Lewis, 1244 Camille S.E, Grand Rapids, 49546.
Prints can be dropped off prior to the judging date at these locations:
Grand Rapids - Jan Lewis (616-446-7573) jklewis52@gmail.com
Wyoming - Jeanne Quillan (616-581-5703) photobug49@comcast.net
Comstock Park - Becky Humes (616-558-6080) beckyhumes1@yahoo.com
Be sure to call or email ahead of time to confirm times and get directions.

Ned Hughes
For the donation of soft drinks
for our snack time at the meetings.

From the Editor
by Greg Ferguson
GRCC Lights & Shadows Editor

Deadline for
February Issue
Jan.

24
L&S

The Lights & Shadows newsletter is important to our club; it helps
us communicate with our members (and potential members).
Here are a couple of ways you can help support our publication:
1. Become a Reporter
Provide news about our members (and yourself), let us know
what is going in our photographic world. Have a new product or
a new way to capture an image? Let the club know!
2. Provide Timely Input
Deadlines are important, and they need to be met to maintain 		
the Lights & Shadows quality and timeliness. I usually need a
full weekend prior to the publication time (usually the last week
of the month before).

Please add this date to your smartphone calendar.

Friday, 7:00 pm

Thank you so much!

Before is much appreciated!
gcferguson@me.com
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Treasurer Reports
by Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

Welcome New Members
We have new members who joined our club recently:
Stephen Burgstahler - shoots with a Canon
Jerry Devereaux - shoots with a Sony			
Pat McNicholas - shoots with a Sony

New Digital
Projector Fund
Thank you members who have donated to
our New Digital Projector Fund.
Christina Leskovar, our December speaker,
donated her speaker fee!
The total collected so far is $ 752.64.
There is a collection box at the meetings
for contributions.

If you have any changes to your email address or other
information (to keep our membership list up-to-date), email
Christine Mooney at treasurer@grcameraclub.org

We also have PayPal available on our Grand Rapids Camera Club website
for your convenience (a small PayPal processing fee will be applied).
Click on “Join” tab to find the PayPal link.

15
Wed.

When Changes Occur

Membership runs January through December. Dues are $35 for each member.
Please check the website for additional information regarding dues.

Club
Dues
For
2020

Jan.

Please welcome our new members when you see them.

Our Next Meeting Is January 15th

Guests are always welcome at our meetings, however there is a nominal $5 guest fee.
Please bring cash or check. Members are always free.
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Meetings are usually held the third Wednesday of the
month except for February, July and August. Meetings start
promptly at 7:15 pm (so it’s best to arrive by 7:00).
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Grace Episcopal Church 1815 Hall St. SE Grand Rapids, MI 49506
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