December 2019

Vol.120 No. 10

GRCC President Letter

Competition Changes for 2020
Jan Lewis,
GRCC President

At the November 2019 Board of Directors meeting, a motion was presented, discussed and passed that
revises one of the rules of competition that has been in place for many years. The motion which passed
states that beginning with January 2020 members may not submit the same image in both print and
digital divisions during a competition year. Previously, members could submit the same image in both
print and digital divisions, even in the same competition month, provided they were submitted with the
same title and in the same category.
The change is intended to encourage image diversity and creativity and give members the opportunity
to share a wider variety of their work. In addition, it was pointed out by some board members that
once an image is seen in one division, the second viewing in the opposite division could lose impact
with the judges and result in a different, possibly lower score. With the revised competition rule, it is
still possible to submit an image previously submitted in one division in the opposite division, but it
must be in a different competition year.
I recognize that this is a change from historical club competition guidelines. Change is always
unsettling. Several members have reached out to me to express their unhappiness with this decision.
Though well-intentioned, sometimes Board members aren’t aware of all facets of an issue and so
I am not opposed to revisiting this issue at the next board meeting if a substantial number of our
members takes issue with it. I welcome your comments, both pro and con, and encourage you to reach
out to me via email at info@grcameraclub.org and voice your opinion and reasoning behind them.

Dec.

18
Wed.

Finger Food Holiday Extravaganza
It’s December! Just a reminder that our December 18th meeting is our annual finger food holiday
extravaganza. We ask that everyone bring an appetizer or dessert for the holiday table and to
celebrate the season.
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Meeting Presentation
Dec.

18
Wed.

Tips for Growing a
Photography Business

Article by
Joe Lapeyra,
GRCC VP of
Programs

Presented by Christina Leskovar

Christina Leskovar has some great tips for helping you take your love for
photography from a hobby to a growing, successful photography business.
According to Christina, the photography field is super competitive, and there
is so much more you need to know (beyond how to take good photos). She
will talk about how to stand out from the crowd, learn how to market your
brand, sell products, price your work, show consistency in your work, and
much more.
During her presentation, Christina will cover a lot of topics and share tips
that she has learned along the way. She will also talk about the equipment
and the editing software she uses.

Christina Leskovar’s Bio
Christina is a boutique, full-service wedding and family photographer who specializes in fine art
heirloom products. She is originally from Texas, and started her business when she moved to
Rockford, Michigan seven years ago.
She has a double-major Bachelor’s Degree in Journalism (with a concentration in Photography)
and Spanish.
Her specialities include weddings, maternity, newborns and family sessions. Christina’s wedding
photography work has been featured in numerous wedding websites including Southern Bride
Magazine and WeddingDay Magazine.
Aside from pursuing her life-long passion of buiding a photography business, Christina has been
married to her husband Matt for 10 years, and has two very busy boys (Luke is 4, Ryan is 1). She is
a full-time, stay-at-home mom.

https://christinaleskovarphotography.com

Guests are always welcome at our meetings, however there is a nominal $5 guest fee.
Please bring cash or check. Members are always free.
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Help Wanted
GRCC is like most clubs… there are plenty of volunteer opportunities
which help keep the club organized, fresh, and moving forward.
Currently we need a new webmaster. Our website is designed and
functions well, but needs an individual who is the point contact person
for uploading or changing some of the content, or making any additions
that may be required. If you have a skillset in web design or management and are willing to share your expertise, please contact
Jan Lewis at info@grcameraclub.org .
Becky Humes has organized a number of workshops over the past year.
(Thank you Becky!) Many hands make light work… and a Workshop or
Field-trip Assistant would be helpful to spread the duties out and bring
in new ideas. Maybe you have a great idea for a field-trip destination.
Would you be willing to organize and lead a trip? If this sounds like
something you would be interested in, either on a one-time basis or
ongoing, please contact Jan Lewis at info@grcameraclub.org .

Garnette Port, Randy Nyhof,
Jan Lewis and Caroline Shearer
For bringing treats to our November meeting!

Our Assigned Subject List For 2019 and 2020
2019
2020

December... In the Window
January....... Food
March......... Historic Buildings
April........... Angles & Patterns
May............ Mich. Landscapes

June............ Wet

SUMMER BREAK

September.. Red, White & Blue
October....... Waterfalls
November... Steps & Stairways
December... Vacant

The Assigned Subjects are available on our website on the Competition Corner page.
A business-card-size list is also available at our meetings.
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November Image of the Month

Compiled by Jeanne Quillan

The Image of the Month is chosen by one of our members as the image that appeals to them the most.
Each month, the honor of choosing the image is assigned to a different GRCC member.
This month’s favorite image from our November competition was chosen by Steve Port.

“Artisan At Work”
by Karen Thauer

Chosen by
Steven Port

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
I was in Ireland this fall, and toured the Waterford factory. Of course I had my camera with me snapping some
shots as I learned about what goes into making a piece of Waterford crystal. This gentleman was one of a few
master craftsman and I was struck by the juxtaposition of such a seemingly rough burly guy creating such
exquisite crystal. When I saw the photo later, I just really liked it, the glow of the light as he worked, the
concentration in his face and all the grittiness of his surroundings, even down to his day-old facial hair.
- Karen

WHY I LIKED IT:
This artisan is totally focused on his work. The rest of the world has faded away at least for the moment. The
arts can provide a place where the mind rests, re-energizes, and renews itself. This picture left me with a warm,
comfortable vibe.
- Steve
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Photography Has Evolved;
Is It Easier to Master Now?
Photography of some sort has been around about 200 years, but let’s look back 100 years and ask a
question, “Was photography easier to master in 1919 or today?”
I confess that I just bought a new iPhone 11 Pro. My old phone was old enough it
was incapable of using Apple’s latest software, so it was upgrade time again. To
summarize quickly, a very cool camera! As a passionate amateur, I immediately
wanted to see how it compared to my several-year-old trusty DSLR. No, I’m not
going to tout one over the other because that is pointless. They are different.
Depends totally on what you do with your pictures.
What is more fascinating is what one must know about photography today to get
the best results out of either device and how does that compare to gear 100 or 200
years ago? Random thoughts:
•
		
		
•
		
•
		
•
		
•

Mobility – it took special knowledge (and muscles) to move a few hundred
pounds of gear (including a darkroom) from A to B in the way-back. Not a
problem with my iPhone (no knowledge required).
Exposure – it required tons of camera knowledge to get a proper exposure
out of a box camera. My iPhone, in its most automated mode, is pretty easy.
Color – what color (B&W originally)? My iPhone is pretty easy with lots of
options.
Post processing – Darkroom vs. Lightroom. Both can be daunting if you
want to wring it out.
Etc. - you get it.

What I have learned to date is that, unless you have the knowledge of what each device is doing, you
may tie yourself in a knot. Case in point: I have taken many shots off my iPhone and then proceeded
with my normal post-processing workflow in Lightroom. I’ll just say, not always good! Until it dawned
on me what Apple had already done with my pixels, I found that doing the same thing again was at least
twice too much!
Bottom line: The fascinating topic of photography has been complicated from the beginning and can be
complex today as well. The good news today is that we all have a choice as to how much technology we
want to take on. Snap shots or fine art? Totally up to you!
scharlesport@comcast.net
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Competition Corner

By Jeanne Quillan,
GRCC VP - Competition

Winning Digital Photo Contests - Part Two:

Perfect Your Style
Last month in Part One, I mentioned a few things about winning digital photo contests
(or camera club competitions) and what judges are looking for. As individuals, we all
have our own interpretation of the world around us. Of course, many of you have
participated in photo workshops where 10 or more people have their cameras aimed at the
same subject. You may have been surprised at how different each person’s results looked.
Some put the horizon high, others low, some focused on background, some on foreground.
Discovering and developing your own unique visions is what creative photography is all
about. Your mission is to show us the world through your eyes using your imagination.
Use these creativity building tools to help you along your way:

Voting on others’ photos is a great source of learning as it helps you analyze the good (and the not so good)
points of other photographer’s images. It’s also inspiring to explore top winning images in each
category to gain a better understanding of the aspects required to be successful.

Continued on next page - See COMPETITION CORNER
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COMPETITION CORNER - continued from previous page

Judging and Print Drop-Off Locations
Judgings will be held in the home of Jan Lewis, 1244 Camille S.E, Grand Rapids, 49546.
Prints can be dropped off prior to the judging date at these locations:
Grand Rapids - Jan Lewis (616-446-7573) jklewis52@gmail.com
Wyoming - Jeanne Quillan (616-581-5703) photobug49@comcast.net
Comstock Park - Becky Humes (616-558-6080) beckyhumes1@yahoo.com
Be sure to call or email ahead of time to confirm times and get directions.

Ned Hughes
For the donation of soft drinks
for our snack time at the meetings.

From the Editor
by Greg Ferguson
GRCC Lights & Shadows Editor

Deadline for
January Issue
Dec.

23
L&S

The Lights & Shadows newsletter is important to our club; it helps
us communicate with our members (and potential members).
Here are a couple ways you can help support our publication:
1. Become a Reporter
Provide news about our members (and yourself), let us know
what is going in our photographic world. Have a new product or
a new way to capture an image? Let the club know!
2. Provide Timely Input
Deadlines are important, and they need to be met to maintain 		
the Lights & Shadows quality and timeliness. I usually need a
full weekend prior to the publication time (usually the last week
of the month before).

Please add this date to your smartphone calendar.

Monday, 7:00 pm

Thank you so much!

Before is much appreciated!
gcferguson@me.com

7

Treasurer Reports
by Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

Welcome New Members
We have a new members who joined our club recently:
Dave Kepley - shoots with Apple iPhone and Canon
Frank and Sammi Nguyen - shoot with Canon		
Philip Shaw - shoots with Apple iPhone, Canon and Nikon

New Digital
Projector Fund
Thank you very much to the members who
have donated to our New Digital
Projector Fund (including Ned Hughes
who recently made a donation).
The total collected so far is $ 677.64.
There is a collection box at the meetings
for contributions.

Club
Dues
For
2020

Please welcome our new members when you see them.

When Changes Occur
If you have any changes to your email address or other
information (to keep our membership list up-to-date), email
Christine Mooney at treasurer@grcameraclub.org

Membership runs January through December. Dues are $35 for each member.
Please check the website for additional information regarding dues.
We also have PayPal available on our Grand Rapids Camera Club website
for your convenience (a small PayPal processing fee will be applied).
Click on “Join” tab to find the PayPal link.

Jan.

Dec.

18 15

Our Next Two Meetings are

Wed.

Wed.

Guests are always welcome at our meetings, however there is a nominal $5 guest fee.
Please bring cash or check. Members are always free.
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Meetings are usually held the third Wednesday of the
month except for February, July and August. Meetings start
promptly at 7:15 pm (so it’s best to arrive by 7:00).

BELTLINE

FULLER

LAK

HALL ST

R
GRACE
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

28 TH ST

Grace Episcopal Church 1815 Hall St. SE Grand Rapids, MI 49506
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