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Member Galleries

GRCC President Letter

How long has it been since you spent any time browsing the Grand Rapids Camera Club website? 
Many prospective members find out about the club through internet searches, which directs them to 
either our webpage, or perhaps a Meetup posting or Facebook posting. I’m guessing that most of our 
members don’t visit the website often, except to read or download our monthly newsletter (which is 
so ably and creatively put together by Greg Ferguson) or perhaps to check the monthly competition 
results.  
Did you know that all members are eligible to post a selection of images showcasing their work on 
the Club’s “Galleries” page? Currently there are 13 member galleries posted on our website, and I 
know that none of them have been updated or revised in several years.  When new or prospective 
members find our website they often look through these galleries as it gives them a better sense of 
what kind of work comes from club members. 
If you are one of the members who already has a selection of Gallery images posted, I would like to 
encourage you to send some updated images showcasing your more recent work.  If you are a new or 
longtime member WITHOUT a club gallery, I want to encourage you to select and submit a handful 
of images that we can post to highlight your work!  This is especially a great opportunity for those 
of you who don’t regularly submit images in our monthly competitions to share your photographic 
creativity with others. No judging or scores involved here! 
The general guidelines are: a maximum of 15 images per member. Images should be sized 500 pixels 
on the longest side. The file name should follow the format:  ImageTitle_FirstnameLastname.jpg
Complete guidelines and instructions for submitting your images can be found on the club website by 
clicking on “Gallery Guidelines” at www.grcameraclub.org/documents_forms.
  
I look forward to seeing some of your work and updating and adding to the Club’s Member Galleries. 
WOW me and everyone else who visits and browses through the Member Galleries! 

By Jan Lewis, GRCC President

http://www.grcameraclub.org/documents_forms


Randy will provide some tips on improving your Landscape Photos. His tips will deal with lifeless 
skies, flat lighting, lack of depth, and point of interest. He will talk about how to do photo compositing 
using multiple images to create interesting landscapes. A few images that are part of the program are 
shown below.

Meeting Presentation
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Guests are always welcome at our meetings, however there is a nominal $5 guest fee.
Please bring cash or check.  Members are always free.

Article by
Joe Lapeyra,
GRCC VP of
Programs

Improving Your Landscape Photos
Presented by Randy Nyhof

20
Nov.

Wed.

“Confederate Soldiers”
ABOVE LEFT

“Farm Decline”
ABOVE RIGHT

“Arizona Catus”
ON LEFT
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The Assigned Subjects are available on our website on the Competition Corner page.
A business-card-size list is also available at our meetings.

November .. Fog
December .. In the Window

September . Red, White & Blue
October ...... Waterfalls
November .. Steps & Stairways
December .. Vacant

January ...... Food
March ........ Historic Buildings
April .......... Angles & Patterns
May ........... Mich. Landscapes

June ........... Wet

SUMMER BREAK 

2019

2020

Our Assigned Subject List For 2019 and 2020

GRCC is like most clubs… there are plenty of volunteer opportunities 
which help keep the club organized, fresh, and moving forward.
Currently we are in need of a new webmaster.  Our website is designed 
and functions well, but needs an individual who is the point contact 
person for uploading or changing some of the content, or making any 
additions that may be required.  If you have a skillset in web design or 
management and are willing to share your expertise, please contact
Jan Lewis at info@grcameraclub.org .

Becky Humes has organized a number of workshops over the past year.  
(Thank you Becky!) Many hands make light work… and a Workshop or 
Fieldtrip Assistant would be helpful to spread the duties out and bring 
in new ideas.  Maybe you have a great idea for a fieldtrip destination. 
Would you be willing to organize and lead only one trip? If this sounds 
like something you would be interested in, either on a one-time basis or 
ongoing, please contact Jan Lewis at info@grcameraclub.org .

Help Wanted

For bringing treats to our October meeting!

Diane Charvat and
Shealyn McGee Sarns

mailto:info@grcameraclub.org
mailto:info@grcameraclub.org
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The Image of the Month is chosen by one of our members as the image that appeals to them the most.
Each month, the honor of choosing the image is assigned to a different GRCC member.
This month’s favorite image from our October competition was chosen by me.

WHY I LIKED IT:
Having been to Holland and Grand Haven in the winter many times in search for the ultimate winter shot, I 
sometimes come back empty handed. The almost surreal look of this shot caught my eye, the softness of the 
blue hues in contrast to the bold red of the lighthouse. Andrew’s ‘tweaking’ in post process it appears added the 
icing to the cake, as the cliché goes, to create this great image.
 - Jeanne

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
 “Big Red in the Winter” is part of a series of photos taken in Holland and Grand Haven State Parks on a warm 
March afternoon. After a very cold and snowy winter, the accumulation of ice in these areas of Lake Michigan 
was outstanding and the warm weather caused melting and evaporation to occur. I tweaked this fog affect by 
reducing the Clarity in Capture One for the final image.
 - Andrew

Compiled by Jeanne Quillan

Chosen by
Jeanne Quillan

“Big Red in the Winter”
by Andrew Schwallier

October Image of the Month



Need to know more? Hopefully, I’ve piqued your interest. While I can’t begin to tell you
what almost 200 pages has to offer, I will share more in future editions of the newsletter.

Recently I was doing some cleaning and purging, and ran across a book on my shelf titled 
“Winning Digital Photo Contests”. I remember picking it up at one of our meetings a few 
years back, maybe on the “free” or “for sale” table. I glanced at it at the time and put it on 
the bookshelf with full intention of reading it in more detail later. Fast forward a couple 
of years and it’s still there, now with a bit of dust. Who can relate to this? Isn’t winning 
digital photo contests the same as getting a good score at our monthly competitions?

Many people think that winning is simply having something unusual and out of the ordinary.  
Consider this: Most winning photos are of ordinary things you shoot every day. Here are 
some common qualities in winning photos:
 1.  Technical mastery. No “almost shots” or “near misses” here.
 2.  Winners almost always elicit emotion. Have you heard us mention “impact” before?
  3.  They show your passion for photography. Your images should...engage, surprise,
   evoke a mood, reveal rarely seen worlds, or make people laugh. They should show
   your technical skills, share exotic locations and invoke all the senses.
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By Jeanne Quillan,
GRCC VP - CompetitionCompetition Corner

Great Photos Win Over Good Photos

Most contest judges are photo enthusiasts just like you.
They love the look and feel of well-executed images. 

Judgings will be held in the home of Jan Lewis, 1244 Camille S.E, Grand Rapids, 49546.

Prints can be dropped off prior to the judging date at these locations:  
 Grand Rapids - Jan Lewis (616-446-7573)  jklewis52@gmail.com 
 Wyoming - Jeanne Quillan (616-581-5703)  photobug49@comcast.net 
 Comstock Park - Becky Humes (616-558-6080)  beckyhumes1@yahoo.com

Be sure to call or email ahead of time to confirm times and get directions. 

Judging and Print Drop-Off Locations

For the donation of soft drinks
for our snack time at the meetings.

Ned Hughes

mailto:jklewis52@gmail.com
mailto:photobug49@comcast.net
mailto:beckyhumes1@yahoo.com
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Hi All!  I am a retired Grand Rapids Public 
Schools teacher and am presently working in 
the College of Education at Grand Valley State 
University.
I am married and have two children and
three grand children.
I’ve always had an interest in photography and 
enjoy sharing my work with others.

by Greg Ferguson, Editor of  Lights & Shadows

Amway at Night

New York, New York Architectural Progression

Interview: Russ Barneveld

This is actually my second time around as a member 
of the Grand Rapids Camera Club.  My wife and I 
joined the club in the late 70’s and I served as the 
Vice President for several years.  This was during the 
era of Joe Timmer, Don Wollander and Evelyn Zeek.
I rejoined the club a few years ago and am really 
enjoying seeing new techniques and equipment.

I try to be as versatile as possible with my photography.  
However, I really enjoy photographing architecture,
city-scapes, and night scenes. 
In the “Old-Days” I loved working in the darkroom and 
still prefer printed images.

What made you decide to join GRCC and when?

What kind of photography do you like to do?

Continued on next page.

Russ, can you give our GRCC members some
background information on yourself?
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by Greg Ferguson
GRCC Lights & Shadows Editor

gcferguson@me.com

From the Editor

Tuesday, 7:00 pm

The Lights & Shadows newsletter is important to our club; it helps 
us communicate with our members (and potential members).
Here are a couple ways you can help support our publication:

1. Become a Reporter
 Provide news about our members (and yourself), let us know
  what is going in our photographic world. Have a new product or  
 a new way to capture an image?...Let the club know!

2. Provide Timely Input
 Deadlines are important, and they need to be met to maintain   
 the Lights & Shadows quality and timeliness. I usually need a
  full weekend prior to the publication time (usually the last week  
 of the month before). 

Thank you so much!
Before is much appreciated!

26
Nov.

L&S

Deadline for
December Issue

Please add this date to your smartphone calendar.

Don’t be afraid to step out of your comfort zone.  
Try shooting different subjects or working in
varying conditions.  Get out that umbrella on a
rainy night and go take some photos.
As for competition I will always remember a quote 
from Joe Timmer.  “When you enter photos in
competition, make sure that you like them.  If you 
don’t like them and the judges don’t like them,
then No One likes them.”

There are two things that I would like to see 
done in the club:

 • More Hands-On Workshops
  where new techniques are taught
 • The formation of
  Photo Critique Groups
  via social media

BARNEVELD INTERVIEW - Continued from previous page.

As a photographer, what advice can you give others
in the club to help them with their photography?

What are some of the things that you would
like to see done within the club?

Coke Machine

Them Bones

mailto:gcferguson@me.com
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28 TH  ST

HALL ST

FULLER

LAKE DR

PLYM
OUTH

BELTLINE

KALAM
AZOO

GRACE
EPISCOPAL

CHURCH
Meetings are usually held the third Wednesday of the 
month except for February, July and August. Meetings start 
promptly at 7:15 pm (so it’s best to arrive by 7:00).

Grace Episcopal Church   1815 Hall St. SE   Grand Rapids, MI 49506

Guests are always welcome at our meetings, however there is a nominal $5 guest fee.
Our Next Two Meetings are

Please bring cash or check. Members are always free.

When Changes Occur

Welcome New Members

New Digital
Projector Fund

Membership runs January through December.  Dues are $35 for each member.
Please check the website for additional information regarding dues. 
We also have PayPal available on our Grand Rapids Camera Club website
for your convenience (a small PayPal processing fee will be applied).
Click on “Join” tab to find the PayPal link.

If you have any changes to your email address or other 
information (to keep our membership list up-to-date), email 
Christine Mooney at treasurer@grcameraclub.org

We have a new members who joined our club recently:

 Brent Doornbos - shoots with Canon / Samsung
 Cynthia Howard - shoots with an iPhone
 James Wilson - did not responded about his camera

Please welcome our new members when you see them.

by Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

Treasurer Reports

18
Dec.

Wed.
20
Nov.

Wed.

Thank you very much to the members who 
have donated to our New Digital
Projector Fund (including Della Landheer 
who recently made a donation).

The total collected so far is $ 645.
There is a collection box at the meetings 
for contributions.

Club
Dues
For
2020

mailto:treasurer@grcameraclub.org

