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GRCC President Letter

Fall Photography Time
By Jan Lewis, GRCC President

Autumn is my favorite time of year! I love the cooler, crisp weather after summer’s hot, often
humid days. It can also be one of the most beautiful seasons to photograph here in our home state.
Our area abounds with scenery and events to take part in and to photograph. Art Prize is a little
different this year, but still provides some interesting photographic opportunities. There are fall
festivals to attend, apple picking and sporting activities. I love to capture beautiful sunrises and
sunsets… and now that the days are becoming shorter, you don’t need to stay up late or get up as
early to capture a stunning sunrise or sunset image.
In the next few weeks the world around us will transform into a colorful palette as the leaves begin
to change and paint the scenery with gorgeous reds, yellows and oranges. Take some time to soak it
all in and capture some amazing fall landscape or close-up images. If you have never taken a trip to
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, this is one of the best seasons to take it all in. Peak color comes a little
later in the lower peninsula, so there is plenty of time yet to enjoy the beauty around us.
There are numerous parks and natural areas throughout Michigan to explore, whether it be Michigan
State Parks, or federally protected lands like National Forests. Visit https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/
to learn more.
You don’t have to go far. Both Kent and Ottawa counties have lots of parks.
Ottawa County has frequent park programs so you can join a group, whether it
be for hiking, biking, kayaking or birding.
Visit https://www.miottawa.org/Parks/ for lots of information.
Check out the Kent County park system at https://www.kentcountyparks.org.
The Land Conservancy of West Michigan has also preserved a number of areas in
West Michigan that are worthy of exploring https://naturenearby.org/explore/.
If you don’t want to leave the Greater Grand Rapids area, remember that
John Ball Zoo is still open and is much less crowded than during the summer
months. Also, both Blandford Nature Center and Meijer Gardens always have
something new to offer photographers.
So grab your camera and get out there and enjoy the beauty of the
Great Lakes and West Michigan. I look forward to seeing
your autumn images at an upcoming club meeting!
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Meeting Presentation
Oct.

16
Wed.

Article by
Joe Lapeyra,
GRCC VP of
Programs

Tabletop Photography Basics
Presented by Mike Mitchell, GRCC Member

In this presentation,
Mike Mitchell will
discuss the basics of
tabletop photography,
including what gear
and lighting is needed,
and how to find props
and subjects. He will
talk a bit on space
requirements and will
discuss some setups
that are easily done at
home.
Water Drop

Money Laundering

Oil 2

Cherries

Mike Mitchell’s Bio
Mike is a long-time member of the Grand Rapids Camera Club. He works as a
senior staff photographer at Meijer Inc. He has made numerous presentations to
GRCC and other West Michigan camera clubs. Mike has been involved with the
SWMCCC Summer Weekend of Photography for a long time.

Guests are always welcome at our meetings, however there is a nominal $5 guest fee.
Please bring cash or check. Members are always free.
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International Exhibitions

By Dave Whitson,
GRCC/PSA Member

As I did last year, I am organizing a Small-Print Entry Group for the Arizona Chapter Small-Print Circuit.
The deadline for entries is November 18, 2019 and I will need your entries no later than November 11,
2019. As before, I will package and ship all entries. All you have to do is the on-line entry and get the
prints to me. You are allowed to submit four small prints (8-1/2” x 12” maximum) in each category.

This year, the categories are:

Nov.

Print(s) to Dave Deadline

11

Mon.
• Color Open (anything goes)
• Color Scapes (landscapes, seascapes, skyscapes, or cityscapes - human elements are allowed)
• Color Animals (human elements are excluded)
• Mono Open (anything goes)
• Mono People (people must be main subject - outdoor shots, studio shots, street photography, tasteful nudes, etc)
• Mono Architecture (any structure or significant part of a structure designed and built by humans)

Details can be viewed on-line at psaarizonachapter.com under the EXHIBITION heading.
I have contacted the Chairman regarding details and pricing. I expect them to be very similar
to last year. I will have full details at the October GRCC Meeting and in the November issue of
the Light & Shadows. You can also contact me at by email (see link below). I hope to see all of
those who entered last year, enter again.
I also hope that many other members
photogeek03@comcast.net
of the club decide to enter, also.

Our Assigned Subject List For 2019 and 2020
October....... Shadows
November... Fog
December... In the Window

2019
2020

January....... Food
March......... Historic Buildings
April........... Angles & Patterns
May............ Mich. Landscapes

June............ Wet

SUMMER BREAK

September.. Red, White & Blue
October....... Waterfalls
November... Steps & Stairways
December... Vacant

The Assigned Subjects are available on our website on the Competition Corner page.
A business-card-size list is also available at our meetings.
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On Our Way To Stardom
Umm, umm, umm, maybe if I quit reading about all the new photography stuff coming out then I could
fall asleep quicker….. or not. I mean, I started writing this column to explore the effect the past has on our
future; cause and effect, building blocks, a stairway to heaven, etc. Instead, I keep finding these tantalizers
that, for $99.00 plus tax, I can rise up, wow my friends, impress my club mates and otherwise be on
my way to stardom!
Can photographic mastery be bought (or at least rented)?
Better gear, better software, more workshops and photo travels abound.
Do I buy them or find a pinhole camera and practice until I’m “perfect?”
I talked briefly about the entry of AI (artificial intelligence) into photography
a few months ago. Sounded a ways off at the time. I saw a post from ON1
software (I have it) the other day. I watched a couple of online videos
to discover what they planned to do with it. If a software company
sits at the nexus of technology and unlimited fine art photo examples,
apparently, one may learn something. They can see what talented
practitioners produce with tools, good tools, better tools and the next
great tool. One can pick up on trends in our art; things that catch on
and light it up. If you keep looking long and hard enough, you might
even reverse engineer what was done to heighten impact, the queen
of photographic emotion. Take some software and analyze millions
of spectacular photos and you could perhaps combine that workflow
into a button, a single keystroke that takes your sad initial attempt and
imbues it with the fire of a thousand photographers before you.
Mind you, it is still the photographer who has to find the subject and
build a worthy composition... but color, tonality, dimension, etc. might all
be details AI could suggest. Add a couple of personal adjustments and you
might sleep well knowing you made it your own, copied nothing, and are on
your way to stardom.
Think I’m kidding or even crazy? Strap in!
Scary, scary, scary but then, it is October!
Shoot well.

scharlesport@comcast.net
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September Image of the Month

Compiled by Jeanne Quillan

The Image of the Month is chosen by one of our members as the image that appeals to them the most. Each
month, the honor of choosing the image is assigned to a different GRCC member. This month’s favorite
image from our September competition was chosen by Karen Thauer.

“Butterfly in Pink”
by Della Landheer

Chosen by
Karen Thauer

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
“Butterfly in Pink” was created using three photos, a pink Lily, a small white flower and a Florida Sulphur
Moth. The swirled, partial circle for the Lily is the result of using a mirrorball effect in Photoshop then cutting
out the ball and placing it on a black background. The white flower and moth were cut out in Photoshop and
pasted to the mirrorball photo.
- Della
WHY I LIKED IT:
Della’s image Butterfly in Pink grabbed my attention first with it’s beautiful color contrasts. The many shades
of pink against the black background are striking. I found this image very creative and intriguing, wanting to
study it closer to see how the composition was achieved. I love the lines and form she created with the flower
petals and I think the use of empty space really adds to the impact this photo makes. When I look at this, I feel
a sense of movement as if the flower is opening and revealing itself. I think Della created a very unique and
artistic composition and I love that .
- Karen
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Competition Corner
Oct.

2

Wed.

By Jeanne Quillan,
GRCC VP - Competition

October Competition Images
October Competition images are due on October 2nd at midnight.
This month Assigned Subject is Shadows.

Oct.

2

Wed.

End-Of-Year Competition Changes
We have a few months left in the 2019 competition year, so here are the changes for the upcoming 2019
end-of-year competition:
Beginning with this year’s end-of-year competition, we will be allowing only
five entries in each category. The number of entries in recent years has grown
significantly, and we need to get the total images to a manageable number.
In addition, ASSIGNED images will be entered in their own category,
rather than moved to a different category as we have done before. You will be
eligible to enter 5 images in the assigned category as well. Judges will choose
places and awards based on the image that best fits the particular month’s assignment, awarding the maker’s creativity in choosing and submitting their image.
Going forward, for the last three months of competition, in order to maximize your entries in the End-of-Year
Competition, you may want to enter images in categories that you normally don’t enter. We all have certain
categories we like to enter, but now is your chance to think outside of the box and diversify.
There will be more information regarding the End-of-Year Competition as we get nearer to the New Year.
Look for it in upcoming newsletters.

New Judging Location
This is worth repeating...
Judgings will be held in the home of Jan Lewis, 1244 Camille S.E, Grand Rapids, 49546.
Prints can be dropped off prior to the judging date at these locations:
Grand Rapids - Jan Lewis (616-446-7573) jklewis52@gmail.com
Wyoming - Jeanne Quillan (616-581-5703) photobug49@comcast.net
Comstock Park - Becky Humes (616-558-6080) beckyhumes1@yahoo.com
Be sure to call or email ahead of time to confirm times and get directions.
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GRCC Member Wins Two
Impressive PSA Awards

By Greg Ferguson,
Lights & Shadows Editor

Grand Rapids Club member, Dave Whitson, APSA, PPSA,
was presented the Photographic Society of America’s Milestone Award of
40 years of continuous membership in the PSA. This award was presented at the
81st Annual PSA International Conference in Spokane, Washington last week.

Dave
Whitson

Then, at the Pictorial Print Division Luncheon at the Conference, Dave was
presented with a plaque award for the Most Creative Large Color Print at the
2019 PSA International Exhibition. The print was a 13” x 19” color print
entitled “The Divot” (a link of the image will be provided later).

From the Editor
by Greg Ferguson
GRCC Lights & Shadows Editor

Deadline for
November Issue
Oct.

25
L&S

The Lights & Shadows newsletter is important to our club; it helps
us communicate with our members (and potential members).
Here are a couple ways you can help support our publication:
1. Become a Reporter
Provide news about our members (and yourself), let us know
what is going in our photographic world. Have a new product or
a new way to capture an image?...Let the club know!
2. Provide Timely Input
Deadlines are important, and they need to be met to maintain 		
the Lights & Shadows quality and timeliness. I usually need a
full weekend prior to the publication time (usually the last week
of the month before).

Please add this date to your smartphone calendar.

Friday Evening

Thank you so much!

Before is much appreciated!
gcferguson@me.com
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Treasurer Reports
by Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

New Digital
Projector Fund
Thank you very much to the members who
have donated to our New Digital Projector
Fund: Jim and Caroline Shearer and
Maddur Badarinath.
The total collected so far is $ 635.
There is a collection box at the meetings
for contributions.

Club
Dues
For
2020

Welcome New Members

We have a new members who joined our club recently:
Joan Lewis shoots with Nikon
Sandy Harmon shoots with Nikon
Tom Herrington shoots with Canon
Sharon Manski shoots with Canon
Brian Paul shoots with Canon
Please welcome our new members when you see them.

When Changes Occur
If you have any changes to your email address or other
information (to keep our membership listup-to-date), email
Christine Mooney at treasurer@grcameraclub.org

Membership runs January through December. Dues are $35 for each member.
Please check the website for additional information regarding dues.
We also have PayPal available on our Grand Rapids Camera Club website for
your convenience (a small PayPal processing fee will be applied).
Click on “Join” tab to find the PayPal link.

Nov.

Oct.

16 20

Our Next Two Meetings are

Wed.

Wed.

Guests are always welcome at our meetings, however there is a nominal $5 guest fee.
Please bring cash or check. Members are always free.
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Meetings are usually held the third Wednesday of the
month except for February, July and August. Meetings start
promptly at 7:15 pm (so it’s best to arrive by 7:00).

BELTLINE

FULLER

LAK

HALL ST

R
GRACE
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

28 TH ST

Grace Episcopal Church 1815 Hall St. SE Grand Rapids, MI 49506
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