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Our Meeting Presentation
Nov.

14 Taking the Mystery Out of Panoramas
Weds.

Presented by Steve Loveless

Jan Lewis,
GRCC VP of
Programs

Presented by
Ed Post

Confused about what a parallax (nodal) point is
and why it’s important in shooting a panoramic
setup? Steve Loveless will show you how to
calculate it for your lens, what type of tripod
mounts are needed and what settings to use.
He will cover various setup situations and talk
about how to stitch and correct your files in
Photoshop and Lightroom.
PLEASE NOTE: Our November meeting is
ONE WEEK EARLIER than usual.
We are meeting on the SECOND Wednesday
because of the Thanksgiving holiday.
Guests are always welcome at GRCC meetings.
There is a $5 fee for guests and non-members to
attend this meeting.
As always, GRCC members attend free.

About Xxxx
Steve grew up in Traverse City, Michigan and
learned basic photography processes from his
father. He is my kid brother. He graduated from
Northern Michigan University with a BFA in
Cinematography but continued working in still
photography. He has had images published
in many regional publications, including the
Traverse Magazine, the Benzie County
Visitor’s Guide, and Shutterbug’s monthly
“Picture This” assignment. The bulk of Steve’s
work is outdoor/landscape based but he also
does product, architectural, restoration, post
production and portrait work.
Steve has also had works accepted into shows
at museums and art centers. In 2015, Steve,
together with his wife Ann, won the Public’s
Choice award in ArtPrize 7 for their joint
piece “Northwood Awakening,” a 25 foot wide
PhotoFiber piece which began as a photograph
on the left and gradually became fiber art on
the right, based on one of Steve’s multi-stitch
panorama images.
Jan Lewis, VP of Programs,
programs@grcameraclub.org
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Our 2018-19 Program Schedule

by Jan Lewis, GRCC VP or Programs
programs@grcameraclub.org

I have been lining up program speakers for the coming year. Listed below are those currently scheduled.
As always, schedules can change, so be sure to check your Lights & Shadows and the website to confirm
the scheduled speakers each month.
MONTH

SPEAKER

PROGRAM TITLE

2018

Nov. 14*
Dec. 19

Steve Loveless
Multi-stitch Panorama Photography
Steven Huyser Honig Steven Huyser-Honig’s Michigan: My Top 20

2019

Jan.16
Dusty Brown
Feb. 21
YEAR END
Mar. 21
TBA
Apr. 17
Club Members
May 15
Joe Lapeyra
Jun. 19
Toren Prawdzik
			

Posing Ideas and Techniques
Year-End Banquet and Awards
Image Critiques
Social Media for Photographers
Travel Photography
Printing Options – Get Your Pictures off your
Computer and on the Wall

*Please note that our November meeting will be ONE WEEK EARLIER than normal
so it does not conflict with the Thanksgiving Holiday.

Camera For Sale

by Mark Darnell, GRCC Member
Sony A7R-II 42 Mega Pixel body $1,250. Well cared for and
provided in crisp original box including accessory contents
plus charger and Extra Battery. Also includes pricey Really
Right Stuff L-Bracket. Camera used for all Digital and Print
images submitted for 2017 GRCC Competition by
Mark Darnell. Great price on what many consider the finest
Landscape camera of 2017.
Contact Mark at MarkDarnell@Reagan.com

Free Posting of Your Galleries

by Matt Hendricks, GRCC Webmaster

Free galleries on our website are available for members of the club.  If you would like to update
your gallery, or create a new one if you haven't yet, please follow the instructions on our website.
Contact webmaster@grcameraclub.org if you have any questions.  As a GRCC member, you also
have the option to add a link on our website to your personal photography website. Send your link
to webmaster@grcameraclub.org.
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Our Assigned Subjects List Thru 2019
The assigned subjects for the remainder of 2018 and 2019 are shown below.
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November......Autumn
December......Broken

January..........Bridges
March............Orange Color
April..............Keys
May...............Macro

June..........On Fire
SUMMER BREAK

September.....Backlit
October..........Shadows
November......Fog
December......In the Window

The Assigned Subjects are available on our website on the Competition Corner page. A business-card-size list is also available at our meetings.

Workshops - We Would Like Your Input
Reprinted from October
Lights & Shadows
We would like your input on
potential workshops we may
schedule in the future. Here's
a list with some possibilities.
Please review, then pick out 5-8
that you would be most
interested in, to help give us
some direction on what to
schedule.
I cannot promise that every one
you request will come to be…
finding presenters and meeting
locations can be limiting
factors. But your input will
help us decide what things to
concentrate on. Please let me
know via email at
programs@grcameraclub.org.

THEMED
Portrait Shoots
__Kids
__Men
__Dogs
__Eyes
__Shadows
__Scarves
__Maternity
__Couples
__Silhouettes
__Senior citizens
__Outdoor portraits
THEMED
Tabletop Shoots
__Colors
__Textures
__Fluid
__Vintage
__Abstract

Workshop Ideas
OTHER IDEAS
__Shooting on manual
__Understanding depth of field and how
aperture and focal length affect it
__Sunrises, sunsets, and flowing water
__Sports photography
__Photo organization, storage, and
backing up
__LR basics
__PS basics
__Portrait retouching
__Landscape post processing
__Shooting in RAW
__Monetizing photography
__Product shooting using light tables
__Monitor color calibration
FIELD TRIPS
__Gilmore Car Museum
__Meijer Gardens
__Blandford Nature Center
__Other

SUGGESTIONS?
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October Image of the Month

Compiled by Jeanne Quillan

The Image of the Month is chosen by one of our members as the image that appeals to them the most.
Each month, the honor of choosing the image is assigned to a different GRCC member. This month’s
favorite image from our October competition was chosen by Jack Eichner.

“Dandy Wood Duck” by Jan Lewis

Chosen by Jack Eichner

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
Wood ducks are my favorite North American Duck and the drakes
sport some pretty fancy feathers, but they can be skittish and
therefore difficult to photograph. This past April I was lucky
enough to be part of a photo workshop in Texas aimed at migrating
songbirds. My group arrived a few days early and before the
songbird workshop started, we worked with a photographer in
Houston area to see if we could get some shorebird images.
The first morning out she took us to a privately owned pond
somewhere in the Sugar Land area. With all 4 of us under
LensCoat portable blinds, we were treated to a number of ducks
and shorebirds... including a group of Wood Ducks (eight male and
one female). This shot was a result of that outing! The morning
light was perfect and they seemed to be unaware of our presence,
giving us ample time to take hundreds of images! There were
times when there were so many Wood Ducks in front of us that we
couldn't fit them all in one frame. Not a bad problem to have.
- Jan

WHY I LIKED IT:
Ducks have always been a favorite
subject of mine and thus for me the
choice of this image was relatively
easy. Even so, I did find another
very compelling image and thus
had to make a tough decision.
The Duck won out! The image is
uncomplicated and down to bare
essentials. The background, the
almost monotone appearance of the
water, make the Wood Duck almost
pop out of the image. The colors
and details are crisp and the subject
is in sharp focus. A well-crafted
image.
- Jack
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Interview: Shealyn McGee-Sarns

by Greg Ferguson, Editor of Lights & Shadows

Shealyn, can you give our GRCC members some
background information on yourself?
I grew up in Traverse City, came to West Michigan in
2008 to attend GVSU and haven't left! I graduated in
2013 with a bachelors in art & design (graphic design
emphasis) and photography. I work at SpartanNash as a
graphic designer working on the D&W and Forest Hills
weekly ads as well as some other ads not in the area.
I also own my own business, 4ten Design & Photo.
What made you decide to join GRCC
and when?

Amanda and David

I used to be a member of the Traverse Area Camera
Club in high school and since graduating from GVSU
have wanted to rejoin a camera club. For a while I was
working Wednesday nights though, so once my schedule
changed I finally joined in 2017!
What kind of photography
do you like to do?
My favorite subject to photograph is landscapes,
but I mostly end up doing weddings, engagements,
seniors, families, and products through my
business.
As a photographer, what advice can you give
others in the club to help them
with their photography?
Keep shooting! You never stop learning, and the best
way to improve is to keep trying and try new techniques.
Also, always be looking at other photographer's work,
you can learn so much from others and gain knowledge
from asking them questions.

The Dynamic Duo

Shealyn is the official photographer
for the GVSU Laker Marching Band.

Continued on the
following page.
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Continued from the previous page.

What are some of the things that you
would like to see done within the club?
My main focus of course is digital competition,
which has been a whole new challenge for me,
but there are some things I'd love to see. When I
joined TACC it was because they hosted a student
photography contest which I entered. I was the
grand prize winner my first year and a 1st place
open winner my second, both of which gave me a
free membership to the club and got me involved
in meetings, etc. I'd love to see some more things
to get not only young photographers involved in
the club but also other community outreach events.
Photo of Shealyn on previous page
was taken by Becky Humes.
Ice Frame Point Betsie (top left)
Kitchitikipi (bottom left)
Tulips In The Sky (below)

More Learning, More Shooting

by Becky Humes, GRCC President

I'm working towards making our club more interactive. I think by creating more learning and
shooting opportunities, our members will get so much more out of their memberships and grow as
photographers. I have been asking our guests and new members what they hope to gain by joining
the club, and most people want to learn more. This will also give us the chance to meet and get to
know other photographers. What could be better than enhancing our skills and making new friends?
If you haven't already, please let Jan or I know what
classes, workshops, or shooting opportunities
Becky: beckyhumes1@yahoo.com
you would be interested in seeing us hold.
Jan: jklewis52@gmail.com
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Competition Corner

by Jeanne Quillan, VP of Competition

The 2018 Competition Year is coming to a close, and our annual year-end competition
will be held in January. Since there are only two more months to enter in monthly
competition, you should look at your prior entries for the year to see which categories
you may be lacking in (because each member is eligible to enter up to 10 images in each
category).
To maximize your chances at winning an award in a category, it’s best not to put all of
your eggs in one basket. So review your entries before submitting your November and
December Competition images. 1st, 2nd and 3rd places are awarded for each category,
along with a judge’s choice award.
In addition, awards are given for Top Score prints and Top Score Digital (the member
who achieved highest number of merit points in the respective division for the year).

This is our most coveted award; It goes to the member who achieved the highest
AVERAGE score overall among both prints and digital.
To be eligible, a member must have entered a minimum of 40 entries combined in prints
and digital during the competition year.

Digital Projector Fund

by Shealyn McGee-Sarns,
GRCC Digital Cooridinator

The club's projector, if you haven't noticed, has had some color calibration issues in the last
few month's competitions. While I, along with some help, have worked on it several times
since taking over as Digital Coordinator, it still has issues. Our projector is now old enough
that Canon will no longer service it, therefore the club needs to begin the search to replace it.
If something happens to our current projector we do not have a back-up. A new projector
suited for the club could be anywhere between $2,000 - $4,000. Just like we did with the
laptop, we would like to start collecting donations to go towards a new projector. To donate,
please see our Treasurer Christine; donations to the club are tax-deductible!
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Steve Port’s

Timed Exposure
A Bit of Photographic History

Steve Port

Last month I expressed my passion for
ArtPrize, but now that it is done I am in a bit
of a funk as to what to tackle next.
I looked around and found that I am not
alone. It seems many famous photographers,
over time, have hit a flat spot periodically.
Then, they always faced a choice; take a
time out or do the more difficult thing of
stirring the pot to dredge up that emotion
that drove their inner machine.
Why this works is interesting. I am told that
deep inside the brain resides some remarkable stuff. You know; atoms, molecules,
compounds, proteins, and magical things
live there. Some of this stuff is built to tickle
the pleasure centers of the brain. The smell
of good food, pleasing music, and countless
other things can light you up.
In our world, great light, interesting subjects, new sights, and dramatic action, among
others, can trigger our “photographic reflex.” If your unconscious viewfinder is not
getting the job done, then make a list, drive to someplace new, or get lost on country
roads. Or dig out the close-up lens and investigate the marvels at your feet. It really
doesn't matter what you do - - just do something! (I am, as I type this.)
Hmmmm, it’s Fall...
Fall is my favorite season. It brings great colors, cooler weather (usually), and less
mosquitos. It is everywhere - - it's time to get up, get out, and quit feeling blue
(unless it’s a really great shade of blue)!
Now, where did I leave my camera?

Steve Port, GRCC Member
scharlesport@comcast.net
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Corn Pile Pic

Welcome New Members

by Greg Ferguson, Lights and Shadows Editor

Jaidyn in the corn barn at Lewis
Farms & Petting Zoo in New Era,
Michigan. The indoor corn pile is
about 80’ x 40’ x 2’ deep.

by Christine Mooney,
GRCC Treasurer

We have 5 new members who joined our
club recently:
Julie Mansour shoots with a Nikon.
Karsten Melcher shoots with Apple iPhone,
		 Canon and Nikon.
Kent McPherson shoots with Apple iPhone
		 and Canon.

Photo taken by Rick Ferguson

Dianne Nanzig shoots with Nikon and Sony.

Got L & S News ?
by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor
Nov.

22

News Deadline

L&S

Newsletters are planned for every
month except July and August.
If you have GRCC news, info or
photos for the December issue,
please get these submitted on or
BEFORE Thursday, Nov. 22, 2018.
You can send them to:
LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

We're on Facebook !
Here's the link to
our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/

Karen Thauer shoots with a Nikon.
Please welcome our new members when you see
them.

Membership Dues
Membership runs January through December.
Dues are currently $35 for individuals, and $50 for
two individuals living at the same address.
Add $5 for each member if you plan to
attend the February 2019 banquet.

We also have PayPal available on our website for your
convenience (a small PayPal processing fee will be
applied). Click on "Join" tab to find the PayPal link.

Have Member Changes ?
If you have any changes to your email address or other
information (such as address, phone number, camera)
let me know at:
treasurer@grcameraclub.org

Don't Forget
Our November meeting is a week earlier than
normal because of Thanksgiving!
Nov.

14
Weds.
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Tips From Kelly...

by Kelly Walkotten

Crop and Straighten with Content Aware

ABOUT KELLY WALKOTTEN
Kelly lives in the greater
Grand Rapids area and her images
have been exhibited in many venues
around West Michigan including
ArtPrize and Festival of the Arts.
Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com

It's easy to straighten a photo using the crop tool, with its Content Aware option. It can rotate and
straighten the photo, and automatically fill in the areas around it with matching content.
Open a photo in Photoshop that needs to be
straightened or cropped.
Click the Crop Tool. A boundary box appears around
your photo.
Click on the Content-Aware box on the Options bar at
the top of the screen.

The aspect ratio can also be changed
with the Content-Aware Crop.
To change the photo from
horizontal to square, go to the
Aspect Ratio menu in the Options
bar. Choose 1:1 (Square). A square
crop boundary will appear on the
photo.

The Content-Aware option
will automatically fill the
edges with matching content
from the rest of the photo.

Continued on
next page

© Kelly Walkotten 2018

Move the curser to the
outside of the boundary box
and a curved arrow appears.
Hold down the left click and
drag to rotate the photo until
it is straight using the crop
grid that appears as a guide
to straighten. Release the
mouse when it is straight.
Click the Checkmark on the
Options bar to commit the
crop.
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Continued from previous page

© Kelly Walkotten 2018

Move the curser to the outside of the
boundary box and a curved arrow
appears. Hold down the left click
and drag to rotate the photo until it is
straight using the crop grid that
appears as a guide to straighten.
Release the mouse when it is straight.
Click the Checkmark on the Options
bar to commit the crop.
The Content-Aware
option will automatically fill the edges
with matching content
from the rest of the
photo.

Visitors are Welcome to Attend our Meetings!
Nov.

14
Weds.

Our November Meeting will be on Wednesday, Nov. 14, 2018.
NOTE: This is a week earlier than normal because of Thanksgiving.

Guests are always welcome at GRCC meetings.
The November meeting will have a paid speaker, so there will be a $5.00 fee for non-members to attend.
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Grace Episcopal Church
1815 Hall St. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
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Meetings are usually held the third Wednesday of the month except for February, July and August.
Meetings start promptly at 7:15 pm (so it's best to arrive by 7:00).
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