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June 20, 2018 marks our final meeting before our two month 
Summer hiatus. Our program will be the results of GRCC's 2018 
Scavenger Hunt. Five teams have been out finding and photo-
graphing twelve subjects over the last 2½ months. Come see what 
they have come up with, then vote for which team you think best 
met the challenge.  Members of the winning team will receive a 
nice prize package (more on that later)!  Oh, and don't forget that 
June is our annual Ice Cream Social. So, while you are reviewing 
the team's results and voting for a winning team, you can indulge 
in a chocolate or strawberry sundae!
I have received positive feedback from several teams about this 
experience. It has gotten their creative juices going, given them 
opportunities to shoot together, exchange ideas, and meet or get to 
know fellow club members better.  After the results are in, I will 
decide if we will do this again. Let me know what you think!
At this time, I would also like to acknowledge and thank those 
organizations who donated prizes for our Scavenger Hunt contest. 
Photo Evo, Marks Photo and Video, and Norman Camera all
willingly responded to my requests for prizes.  Since our
Scavenger Hunt teams consist of 4 people per team, that meant that 
whatever they donated had to be times 4!  I truly appreciate their 
generosity and support of GRCC.

See What Our Scavenger teamS FOund! GRCC VP of Programs
by Jan Lewis,
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Jan Lewis, VP of Programs,  programs@grcameraclub.org
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great Britain iS great FOr PhOtOgraPherS

The Royal Wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle was held on May 19, 2018 in St George's 
Chapel at Windsor Castle in the United Kingdom. There were photographers everywhere.

A couple of my friends from Standale, Mike and Beth Gerst, flew into London the day before
(on a vacation tour that they had planned and scheduled well before the Royal Wedding had been 
announced). They got a lot of pictures with their iPhones. Here are several
photos they took on their bus tour of Great Britian around Oxford.

by Greg Ferguson,
Lights & Shadows Editor

"The camera always points both ways.
In expressing your subject, you also express yourself."

- Freeman Patterson



I hope you found the programs this past year informative and educational.  I will be hard at work over 
our Summer break lining up speakers, programs, and hopefully workshops or photo opportunities for 
our 2018-19 meeting year.

I have some ideas, but I welcome your input and suggestions!  We also love to have presentations from 
our members. If you have an idea about something YOU would like to share or present as a program 
with the club members, PLEASE contact me.  You can reach me via my club email at:
programs@grcameraclub.org 

Have a great summer…  whether you have a far-flung vacation planned or
you will be taking in all the wonderful opportunities Michigan has to offer,
record your adventures with pictures!

The

3

by Jan Lewis, GRCC VP or Programs

by Jan Lewis, GRCC VP of Programs

programs@grcameraclub.org

programs@grcameraclub.org

Please remember to support our local camera stores and photo printers.
I truly appreciate their generosity and support of GRCC. I realize that ordering online sometimes 
seems easier, but having the support and advice of people at local brick and mortar stores is
invaluable and we are fortunate to have them. When you have a problem with your gear, I bet 
you take it first to one of these local stores. If you want them to be there when you need them, 
then you need to purchase your gear from them as well, whenever possible. They almost always 
will match online prices...keep your money local!  

uPcOming PrOgram Schedule

SuPPOrt Our grcc SuPPOrterS

Great Resource for
Michigan Festivals and Events: 

www.michiganfun.com

mailto:programs@grcameraclub.org
mailto:programs@grcameraclub.org
mailto:programs@grcameraclub.org
http://www.michiganfun.com


The Image of the Month is chosen by one of our members as the image that appeals to them the most. 
Each month, the honor of choosing the image is assigned to a different GRCC member. This month’s 
favorite image from our May competition was chosen by Kathy Kendall.

WHY I LIKED IT:
As usual there were a lot of great images 
this month. However, the reason I chose  
this one is because of the creativity Becky 
put into it. Many of us (including me) 
don’t put much creativity into our Assigned 
Subjects. I liked that she thought about 
how to make it different. I think we should 
put more credence in judging into the
creativity aspect of the Assigned Subjects.
        - Kathy

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
I think the Assigned Subjects are a great chance 
to stretch our creativity as photographers.  As 
for me, I try to turn the Assigned Subjects into 
portraits. I actually had a different photo already 
taken for this theme, but on the day they were 
due, driving down the road, I got this idea. I 
managed to make it happen by the end of the day 
and I am so glad I did! Thanks to my beautiful 
daughter for being my model!
        - Becky

Compiled by Jeanne Quillan

The
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may image OF the mOnth

Chosen by Kathy Kendall“Make a Wish”  by Rebecca Humes 
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For those of you who are considering travel across America and 
Canada this summer, these are great publications to have on hand. I 
have been purchasing these for years and go along with me on every 
trip. PHOTOGRAPH AMERICA NEWSLETTERS guide you to the 
exact spot and time of day to capture a great photo. They are the next 
best thing to a guided workshop. Written and researched by a photog-
rapher for photographers. 
There are many options – You can purchase a printed copy, send to 
your email for download, purchase an entire region of the country on 
a flash drive, purchase the entire series, even subscribe so you receive 
each new issue. 
Personally, I find it very convenient to purchase PDF copies, then 
download and save to ibooks on my tablet and iphone. I have them 
with me at all times, and am armed with the regional series for my 
summer trip.
Check them out at this website: http://www.photographamerica.com/

The Assigned Subjects are available on our website on the Competition Corner page. A business-card-size list is also available at our meetings.

September ....Insects
October .........Sand Dunes
November .....Autumn
December .....Broken

September ....Backlit
October .........Shadows
November .....Fog
December .....In the Window

January .........Bridges
March ...........Orange Color
April .............Keys
May ..............Macro

June ......... Feathers

June ......... On Fire

SUMMER BREAK

SUMMER BREAK

Our aSSigned SuBjectS liSt nOW includeS 2019

PhOtOgraPh america (and canada) thiS Summer

The assigned subjects for the calendar year 2019 are shown at the bottom.
The top vote getter was "shadows" which received 15 votes.
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Feathers

Where, When and How to discover the best photography in America

Jeanne Quillan,
VP of Competition 

http://www.photographamerica.com/


"Morning Glow"  by Jan Lewis
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cOmPetitiOn cOrner by Jeanne Quillan, VP of Competition 

A few years ago, we introduced a new competition
category called “Scapes”. Traditionally, before this
addition, landscapes had not scored well when 
they were entered in the nature category. Their
competition (close-up images of birds, flowers, 
mammals and the like) was deemed too much
competition for the “lowly” landscape!

The Scapes category includes landscapes, 
cityscapes, farmscapes, seascapes etc. ….. you get 
the idea, as long as it is a wide view of a scene and 
not a single element. Entering a building, light-
house, bridge or other object will result in a lower 
score unless the image includes a wide view of the 
entire scene.

I’m a lover of landscapes and what better time to 
revisit the category than the beginning of the
summer travel season.

So, celebrate the beginning of summer, dust off your wide angle lens and 
get out and capture some of those lovely scenes. I look forward
to seeing them in the fall.

Scapes: The Official Definition
A landscape is defined as a wide or extensive view of a scene or scenery. It refers to all the visible 

features of an area of land, often considered in terms of aesthetic appeal. Many landscapes show 
little or no human activity, instead featuring subjects such as strongly defined landforms, weather, 

and ambient light. As with most forms of art, the definition is broad, and may include urban settings 
(cityscapes), seascapes or waterscapes.  It is about the overall view, a place, not an object, person or 
animal, although they can be present in the image. It becomes something else when the dominant 

part of the image is the object rather than the scenery.

A Celebration of Summer - Scapes
Part 3 of a Series

"Lake of the Clouds Sunrise"  by Jeanne Quillan
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Steve Port
We talk to other photographers. We watch YouTube videos. We participate in Club
educational lectures. We buy new gear. We shoot. We process and reprocess.  Practice, 
practice, practice.  And we hope that we are becoming better photographers.  This way of 
photography life, with some evolution, has been going on for a long time.

While reading the May 2018 issue of Popular Mechanics, suddenly, in one paragraph,
there it was – a game changer! Hands-off, life-capture devices that can robotically capture 
events triggered by timeclocks (intervalometers), motion sensors, vibration sensors, etc. are 
relative newcomers to the photographic party.  Cool new kids on the block, their actions are 
set up and programed by knowledgeable photographers often with a pre-envisioned goal in 
mind. Popular Mechanics wrote about a new device called Google Clips ($250).

This differs from other devices in that it decides what and when to shoot without the photog-
rapher!  By now, many of us are familiar with the concept of Artificial Intelligence (AI).  A 
microcomputer, programmed with AI can reference a mountain of collected data to look for 
historically interesting events such as smiles, gesticulation, or movement into the frame that 
might interest us. It records multiple seven-second videos, sans sound, at 15 fps.  By
periodically accessing a cell phone app, one can select, discard, or save multiple stills
(12 megapixels each).  Machine learning software will then modify its selection process to 
give you more of what you saved and less of what you tossed out. It almost seems that it can 
read our minds.
Imagine, if you will, a dinner party monitored by this device, grabbing shot after expressive 
shot while you kick back, chatting and sipping your wine.  The next day on Facebook, your 
friends gush about your uncanny ability to capture unrepeatable moments that showcase 
unique human behavior. All you did was process the shots using canned Apple templates, and 
you’re done in minutes!  Another masterpiece for the ages in the can.

The future is such an unpredictable place.  And now our favorite 
pastime sits squarely in the sights of technology moving at a
million mph.  Shoot on, dear friends, while you still can.
Shoot on. (It's not an Artificial Intelligence take-over yet!)

Timed exposure
A Bit of Photographic History

Steve Port, GRCC Member
scharlesport@comcast.net

Steve Port’s

mailto:scharlesport@comcast.net


Membership runs January through December. Dues are 
currently $35 for individuals and $50 for two individu-
als living at the same address. We also have PayPal 
available on our website for your convenience (a small 
PayPal processing fee will be applied). Click on "Join" 
tab to find the PayPal link.

If you have any changes to your email address or other 
information (such as address, phone number, camera) 
let me know at:
treasurer@grcameraclub.org
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Newsletters are planned for every 
month except July and August.
If you have GRCC news, info or
photos for the September issue, 
please get these submitted on or 
BEFORE Friday, August 24, 2018.
You can send them to:
LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

memBerShiP dueS

have memBer changeS ?

gOt l & S neWS ? by Christine Mooney,
GRCC Treasurer

by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

News Deadline24
Aug.

L&S

Where dO yOu KeeP yOur elveS?

What dO yOu thinK?

I saw this on a building in Grandville. I laughed, and thought you would find it funny as well.

I would love some feedback on your thoughts about our current location. What do you like, and
dislike about it? What would you look for in a new location? We have discussed this at our board 
meeting and would like to know what you think. Feel free to shoot me an email (see below).

Speaking of board meetings, would you like to be more involved with the camera club? We have 
two open board positions, and a couple of people are up for renewal. These positions are for a board 
member at large. One of these positions is a special one-year term, the others are for a two-year term.
The board position of treasurer is also up for renewal. Christine Mooney has done a great job for 
years and is planning to run again. Send your input about location and if you want to become more 
involved (on the GRCC Board) to beckyhumes1@yahoo.com .

Apparently, this is how Grandville is 
dealing with their heavy elf population!

by Greg Ferguson,
Lights & Shadows Editor

We're On FaceBOOK - checK uS Out!
Here's the link to our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/

by Becky Humes,
Social Media Coordinator

by Becky Humes,
GRCC President

mailto:treasurer@grcameraclub.org
mailto:LSNewsEditor%40grcameraclub.org?subject=
mailto:beckyhumes1@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/
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add lighting eFFectS in PhOtOShOP

tiPS FrOm Kelly... by GRCC Member Kelly Walkotten

Kelly lives in the greater
Grand Rapids area and her images 

have been exhibited in many venues 
around West Michigan including 
ArtPrize and Festival of the Arts.

Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com 

ABOUT KELLY WALKOTTEN

It is relatively easy to add lighting effects in Photoshop.

A dialog box comes up. Change the
direction of the light by dragging 
and repositioning the oval using the 
handles
Light Style, Type, Intensity, and Focus 
can all be adjusted.
The Properties and Texture Channel 
can also be adjusted.
I used the settings shown at right.
Play with it for the desired effects.
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In the Layers palette, click on the 
Background Copy and drag it to the 
Create a New Layer Icon.

Filter > Render > Lighting Effects

http://kellywalkottenphotography.com
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2018 Summer gameS PhOtO cOnteSt inFOrmatiOn
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Meetings are usually held the third Wednesday of the month except for February, July and August.  

Meetings start promptly at 7:15 pm (so it's best to arrive by 7:00). 
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Grace Episcopal Church
1815 Hall St. SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49506

Our june meeting Will Be On WedneSday, june 20, 2018.20
June

Wed.

11
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Mon. 13
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The 2018 Summer Games are coming up and once again we will have the Summer Games Photo Contest sponsored 
by Marks Photo and Video. New this year is an online form to register for the contest at
https://www.stategamesofmichigan.com/photo-contest/. I will send you a confirmation email when I receive 
your registration form. 
We had two big changes for the 2018 Summer Games. The location of Opening Ceremony and the time of Hockey 
has changed. Opening Ceremony will be at East Kentwood High School’s Football stadium on June 22. Due to the 
amateur hockey schedule in Michigan, the hockey tournament has been moved to July 19-22 and will not be included 
in the photo contest. We also have three new sports added to the Summer Games: Footgolf, Archery Tag and a new 
shooting sports division (BB Gun/Air Rifle/Air Pistol). 
The main weekend of events is June 22-24 and three events will take place earlier on the June 16-17 weekend. The 
event schedule is on our website and app https://www.stategamesofmichigan.com/event-schedule-1/.

June 11: Deadline to register for the contest. July 13: Contest photos are due.

If you have any questions, please contact Melissa Brink, CTA / Marketing Specialist
Meijer State Games of Michigan:  Cell Phone - 616.915.3916 / mbrink@stategamesofmichigan.com

Guests are always welcome at GRCC meetings.
And our June meeting is Free (no paid speaker this month).

by Melissa Brink

https://www.stategamesofmichigan.com/photo-contest/
https://www.stategamesofmichigan.com/event-schedule-1/
mailto:mbrink@stategamesofmichigan.com

