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From Rock & Roll Fan to
Rock & Roll Photographer

Three Songs, No Flash

Presention by Paul Jendrasiak
Article by Jan Lewis,
GRCC VP of Programs

May

16
Wed.

Paul Jendrasiak

Guests are always welcome at GRCC meetings,
however please be aware that there is a $5 per
person charge for guests and non-members
to attend the May 16, 2018 meeting.

Our May program will be centered around Event
Photography, specifically concert photography.
I "met" Paul Jendrasiak through Instagram and started
following him, since he was local. I was intrigued by
his concert images, since I too have done some event
photography (though my focus has been on theatrical
stage productions). So, I reached out to him to see if
he would share some of his expertise and images with
GRCC members and he graciously agreed to do so!
Photography has been a passion of Paul's since the day
his dad handed him his uncle's worn 1950's Pentax
when he was 18. Through trial and error, Paul taught
himself to create compelling images of the rock stars
he revered when they took the stage in West
Michigan. From 18-20 years old, while working for
Music Revue, Paul captured on film some of the
biggest rock stars that came to the area: Metallica,
Pearl Jam, Morrissey, Black Sabbath, BB King,
Smashing Pumpkins, Red Hot Chili Peppers, ZZ
Top, Tori Amos, RUSH, Pantera, Van Halen, KISS…
Nearly 20 years later he began shooting again on
digital for GRNow.com capturing even more of the
biggest stars visiting the area: Paul McCartney,
Elton John, The Black Keys, The Eagles, Willie

Photography by
Paul Jendrasiak

Continued
on next page
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Paul Jendrasiak Presentation - Continued from previous page
Nelson, Snoop Dogg, Fleetwood Mac, Lady Gaga, Britney Spears, Alice Cooper, Kid Rock, Aerosmith.
Paul says that photographing and capturing the energy of the bands and musicians he admired has been
an amazing opportunity and was the closest thing to realizing his dream of becoming a rock star himself!
Join us at our May meeting to hear about Paul's journey with a visual presentation of the many Rock
Stars he's photographed in Michigan over the last 25 years.

About Paul
Paul was born and raised on the Southeast side of Grand Rapids, and now resides in Grand Haven.
He graduated from Ottawa Hills High School in 1990. At 18-24 years old, he interviewed and
photographed rock stars like Gene Simmons of KISS, Ozzy Osbourne, Jon Bon Jovi, Def Leppard,
Van Halen Pearl Jam, Red Hot Chili Peppers and was the editor-in-chief for Music Revue magazine
here in Grand Rapids. In the mid 1990s to early 2000s he ran a successful search-engine marketing
company. In the early 2000s Paul co-founded the anti-spam software business SpamBully which was
featured in WIRED magazine, Wall Street Journal, Chicago Tribune and Detroit Free Press. From
2012-2013 he hosted Sunday Morning Townsquare on WGRD (95.7), The River (98.7) and interviewed some of the most influential people in West Michigan. Currently Paul photographs bands
and musicians performing at Van Andel Arena, DeVos Hall, 20 Monroe Live, and Meijer Gardens
for GRNow.com. If you have seen the "Hello from Grand Rapids," "Hello from Holland," or
"Hello from Grand Haven" postcards around town...those are also the work of Paul Jendrasiak.
You can find Paul online at: http://www.PaulJendrasiakPhotography.com/
Jan Lewis, VP of Programs, programs@grcameraclub.org

By Reaching Out, We Can Grow

by Becky Humes,
GRCC President

What was it you were looking for when you first joined the Camera club? Were you hoping to learn
a little more about photography? Or to make friends and develop a social network with others who
have your common interest? Our new members are likely hoping for the same.
When we introduce the guests at the beginning of the meeting, we ask them what they like to shoot.
This is a great way to find guests who are interested in photographing the same things as you.
We need to reach out to these guests and other members. By helping each other,
the added support will likely help us all become better photographers.
And just as important, it will help the club grow.
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All About Our Hunt...

by Jan Lewis, GRCC VP of Programs
programs@grcameraclub.org

WE ARE ON THE HOME STRETCH!
May

15
Tues.

May

25
Fri.

Only a couple more weeks left for our five teams
to complete their Scavenger Hunt! The deadline
is May 15 to capture the images, and teams must
then select their twelve best (one for each item)
and get both the digital images and printed 4x6"
copies to me by May 25, 2018. If you have
questions please contact me!

There Will Be Prizes !
For the winning team

June

20
Wed.

I look forward to seeing the images...
All images will be shown at our June program
and members in attendance will vote for a
winning team. Don't miss this meeting!

Our 2018 Program Schedule

HUNT LIST:
Circa 1950s-60s
Medical
Three of a Kind
Square
Eyes
Kiss
Parallel Lines
Bicycle
Upside Down
Vacant / Empty
Umbrella
Fluids

by Jan Lewis, GRCC VP or Programs
programs@grcameraclub.org

I have been lining up program speakers for the coming year. Listed below are those currently scheduled.
As always, schedules can change, so be sure to check your Lights & Shadows and the website to confirm
the scheduled speakers each month.

2018

MONTH

SPEAKER

PROGRAM TITLE

May 16
Jun. 20

Paul Jendrasiak
Scavenger Hunt

Rock Star Images - Event Photography
Scavenger Hunt Results
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April Image of the Month

Compiled by Jeanne Quillan

The Image of the Month is chosen by one of our members as the image that appeals to them the most.
Each month, the honor of choosing the image is assigned to a different GRCC member. This month’s
favorite image from our April competition was chosen by Rebecca Humes.

“Protest” by Russ Barneveld

Chosen by Rebecca Humes

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
This photo was taken at the "March For Our Lives" rally
held on March 24, 2018 in downtown Grand Rapids.
I am completing my 49th year in education and have strong
feelings about the safety of our children in schools today.
This rally gave me the perfect opportunity to capture images
for Photojournalism. I feel that this photo tells a strong story
about the fears that today's students face. The image was
taken with a Fuji FinePix XP70. The focal length was
25mm 200 ISO f4.9 @ 1/500.
- Russ

WHY I LIKED IT:
I personally enjoy art with
a message. This picture
speaks to me. It is a
powerful statement of a
current and important issue
our country is facing. These
kids need to be heard.
My thanks to Russ who
captured this moment.
- Becky
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Interview: Mike Mitchell

by Greg Ferguson, Editor of Lights & Shadows

Mike, can you give our GRCC members some
background information on yourself?
I have been interested in photography from the age
of 9 or 10 years old. I didn’t start getting serious
until I got into high school where I started to work
in the darkroom and shoot for the yearbook.
Later I started working in the advertising photo
studio for Meijer Inc. as a photo assistant, and
became a photographer in about 2½ years. I have
been working as a senior photographer for over
25 years.

Painted Lady

What made you decide to join GRCC
and when?

Lilly Pads

Peppers 2

I learned about the GRCC at Ardens Photo from
a few of the guys who worked there. I decided to
join after going to 2 or 3 meetings; it seemed like
a good group of people and a place I could learn
more about photography. I have been a GRCC
member twice. I first joined the club in 1978 or
1979 and was an active member until the mid-80s
when I had a change in work schedule and couldn’t
attend club meetings. I rejoined the club in the
early 2000s and have been an active member since.

Surfer Chase

What kind of photography
do you like to do?

Cacti

I like just about any kind of photography and have
tried my hand at many different things.
Since it is my profession, I know my way around
studio photography pretty well. I like the control
you get in the studio, but I also like photo journalism and sports photography because you have less
control. I enjoy that challenge.The last few years,
I have returned to shooting film, mostly using large
format gear (4x5 and 8x10) and am in the process
of setting up my darkroom equipment again.

Teapot

Radiator Cap

Continued on the following page.
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As a photographer, what advice can you give others in the club
to help them with their photography?
My first recommendation is to get a good grasp on basic photographic concepts,
exposure, optics, composition etc. Like anything, you need a firm base to build on.
Secondly, before you buy another piece of gear, learn to use what you own
now well enough to use it in your sleep. If you can make the technical part of
photography second nature so it becomes automatic, you will be able to devote a
greater percentage of your time on the creative part.

Water and Red Leaf

Keep learning. There are a number of educational resources around: Books,
magazines and internet resources. Camera clubs and other photo groups are
another great learning resource. Find a mentor; there are a lot of talented photographers out there who are willing to help others out. Ask questions; the only
stupid question is the one you don’t ask. Try something new and get out of your
comfort zone. Fail; failure is one of the best ways to find out what works and
what doesn’t.
Lastly, go out and shoot. Shoot as much and as often as you can. Practice does
make perfect!
What are some of the things that you would like to see done
within the club?

Sunrise Driftwood Beach

I think overall the GRCC is a great club. I would like to see more people getting together in small special
interest groups. To me, this is an excellent way to explore different aspects of photography and learn new
things.

GRCC Assigned Subjects for 2018

May..........Weeds, Reeds
and Seeds
June..........Feathers

SUMMER BREAK

September.....Insects
October..........Sand Dunes
November......Autumn
December......Broken

Assigned Subjects for 2019 will be added to the June Lights & Shadows.
The 2018 Assigned Subjects are available on our website on the Competition Corner page. A business-card-size list is also available at our meetings.
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Competition Corner

by Jeanne Quillan, VP of Competition

All About Photojournalism
Part 2 of a Series

Photojournalism: A form of journalism in which a story
is told in the use of photographs
PHOTOJOURNALISM (PJ) shall consist of pictures or sequences
showing informative content -including spot news, documentaries,
sporting events and human interest. Human interest images depict a
person or persons in an interactive, emotional or unusual situation. All
of these types of images have one thing in common – they tell a story. A
“journalist” writes a story and describes his story using words; a “photojournalist” describes his story by depicting the story entirely within his
image. The story should be immediately apparent to those viewing it.

Choosing Images for the Best Score:

"Passing the Torch" by Jeanne Quillan
DOCUMENTARY

• PJ images must tell a story.
• PJ images are ‘verbs’ – (action) not ‘nouns’ (places or things).
• PJ images that misrepresent the truth such as manipulated
images changed or created in post processing are NOT allowed.
Minor enhancements are allowed to correct color, exposure etc.
• PJ images can NOT be posed or set up in any way.
• PJ is generally not nature, but rather newsworthy events. Nature
images will receive a better score if entered in the nature category.

"Little Boy Blue" by Jeanne Quillan
HUMAN INTEREST

When Entering a Sequence of Images (up to 4):
• The sequence of images should show the story using multiple shots.
• When entering a sequence, be sure that including additional images
helps to tell your story. Many times a strong single image is far
superior to a series of unrelated but similar ones.
• Build your story from beginning to end. The sequence must show a
clear beginning and a clear end in your action series (note the word
“action”).
• A series should NOT be a group of similar individual images.

"Intensity" by Diane Durand
SPORTS ACTION

• The last image in your series will be the last one the judges see, and it
remains on the screen while being scored…it should be the strongest.
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Steve Port’s

Timed Exposure
A Bit of Photographic History

Steve Port

Much is written about making a shot your own. That is, getting past the iconic but infinitely
repeated shot that can be seen 10,000 times online. Instead, it is delivering something that is
distinctly yours. It may also tell a story that says something intriguing about the
photographer (you) as well as the subject.
I try to shoot every couple of days to make sure I am growing in my chosen artistic pursuit.
Soon, a problem becomes painfully apparent; inadvertently, I begin to repeat myself.
I go out to the same sites, relatively close by, intending to find a different vantage point,
a narrower or wider perspective, different lighting, or different weather.
Recently, I revisited one of my
favorite haunts, the Kent Trails/
Millennium Park region, to pursue
something different. As I rounded
a corner, coming upon a small
bayou, the sight triggered a flood of
memories from past trips. I have
been here every season, and the
onset of spring corresponded with
nesting swan pairs who seem to
place their nest in nearly the same
spot every year. Looking up, they
were within 20 feet of my camera!
The shots I took were nothing unusual or even good. The trip, however, was not wasted.
A month back, this area was completely under water during our seasonal melt. Where had
the swans ridden out the floods? What was left to eat in and around all that water? Did they
know that excess sewage can be released during flooding? Is it the same pair every season
(or their offspring)? My imagination raced ahead, applying human concerns to this animal
behavior. I hope they remain safe. I hope they successfully raise a family. I hope they avoid
the sewage.
What I realized, even sans a great photo,
was that I had connected with the place.
I had connected with its residents.
I was home!

Steve Port, GRCC Member
scharlesport@comcast.net
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Glennie Nature Salon Results

by Jeanne Quillan,
VP of Competition

Our club participated in the 37th annual George W. Glennie Nature Salon. This is a premier,
international all-nature club competition of digital images, ranging from animal to botany to
landscapes.
Competing in the Glennie Nature Salon this year were 63 clubs with 630 images; 46 clubs from
the United States and 17 international clubs. All the images you submitted were judged and
participated in the competition. Besides the award winners, you will note that some images are
listed as "Acceptance". This means that though the image was not an award winner, it was one
of the higher scoring images and will be included in the slideshow. To achieve
“acceptance” a score of 21 had to be awarded. Congratulations to everyone.
We did well (9 Acceptances and 3 Merit Awards) !
TITLE

MAKER

SCORE

CATEGORY

ACCEPTANCE

AWARD

Jan Lewis
R. Humes
Jan Lewis

22
23
17

Amphibian
Bird
Botany

X
X

Merit

Cathy Keifer
Mark Darnell
Jeanne Quillan

25
24
22

Invertebrate
Landscape
Landscape

X
X
X

Merit

Morning Glory
Artic Fox
Clownfish

Mark Darnell
K. Walkotten
K. Walkotten

24
23
21

Landscape
Mammal
Marine

X
X
X

Tokay Gecko

Cathy Keifer

22

Reptile

X

Red-Eyed Tree Frog
Mother Killdeer w/4 Eggs
Rainforest Raindrops
Mayfly Pose
Stoney Point Coast
Retreating Storm

Got L & S News ?
by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor
May

26

News Deadline

L&S

Newsletters are planned for every
month except July and August.
If you have GRCC news, info or
photos for the June issue, please
get these submitted on or BEFORE
Thursday, May 26, 2018.
You can send them to:
LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

2018 Membership Dues

Merit

by Christine Mooney,
GRCC Treasurer

Membership runs January through December. Dues are
currently $35 for individuals and $50 for two individuals living at the same address. We also have PayPal
available on our website for your convenience (a small
PayPal processing fee will be applied). Click on "Join"
tab to find the PayPal link.

Have Member Changes ?
If you have any changes to your email address or other
information (such as address, phone number, camera)
let me know at:
treasurer@grcameraclub.org
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Tips From Kelly... by GRCC Member Kelly Walkotten
Create Amazing Sunsets with
Lightroom's Split-Toning Tool

ABOUT KELLY WALKOTTEN
Kelly lives in the greater
Grand Rapids area and her images
have been exhibited in many venues
around West Michigan including
ArtPrize and Festival of the Arts.
Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com

The challenge of landscape photography is that it is dependent on the weather. This is more so with
sunrises and sunsets. You can get to your destination and have a dull uneventful sky. Split Toning is a
technique that turns the highlights one color and the shadows another color.

Use the Hue
sliders to select
the color you
want to use,
then use the
Saturation slider
to get the desired
intensity. Do this
with both the
Highlights and
the Shadows.

The Balance slider is used to
adjust the boundary between
the shadows and the highlights.

Open the Split Toning area. The tool has two groups,
one for altering the highlights and one for the shadows.
There is a Balance tool in the middle.

I find that these combinations work well.
Yellow highlights with red or blue shadows,
pink highlights with blue shadows.
© Kelly Walkotten 2015-18

Make sure the silhouettes
are very dark. Use the
Blacks slider in the Basic
area to darken if needed.
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Missing Your Snacks?

by Becky Humes, GRCC President

We are still in need of a new snack coordinator(s). We no longer have snacks and coffee
until we have someone step forward to take this position. So think about volunteering and
helping us keep everything running smoothly. Even a commitment for a year will help.
Contact me at beckyhumes1@yahoo.com if you are willing to help!

by Becky Humes, President and
Social Media Coordinator

We're on Facebook - Check Us Out!
Here's the link to our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/

Visitors are Welcome to Attend our Meetings!
May

16

Our May Meeting will be on Wednesday, May 16, 2018.

Wed.

Guests are always welcome at GRCC meetings, however please be aware that
there is a $5 per person charge for guests and non-members to attend the May 2018 meeting
(because of our paid speaker).

Wednesday, May 16, 2018

LAK

BELTLINE

FULLER

Grace Episcopal Church
1815 Hall St. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

ED

HALL ST

R

O

PLYMOUTH

AZO

LAM

KA

GRACE
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

28 TH ST

Meetings are usually held the third Wednesday of the month except for February, July and August.
Meetings start promptly at 7:15 pm (so it's best to arrive by 7:00).
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