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April Image Critique Program Scheduled
Our April 11, 2018 program will be something that many of you have been asking for… an
image critique session. First off, I want to point out that the April meeting is ONE WEEK earlier,
due to a conflict with the church schedule… so mark your calendar right now that
GRCC will be meeting on the SECOND WEDNESDAY (April 11).
The three photographers who judged our 2017 Year-End Competition (Tim Priest, Cari Povenz,
and Steven Huyser-Honig) have graciously agreed to come back on April 11 to critique images.
What images, you ask? YOUR images! I am soliciting each member interested to submit ONE
digital image that they would like critiqued. It can be an image you have already submitted for
competition, or one that has never been seen past your computer monitor. Same digital image
size and naming convention as for our regular competition (1024 pixels on the longest side).
However, please send this image to me at programs@grcameraclub.org so Shealyn doesn’t get
it confused with all the monthly competition images. You can start sending your image anytime,
but I do need them...
Apr.

... no later than April 4 (ONE WEEK EARLIER than usual).

4

Wed.

I cannot promise that every image that is submitted will be critiqued. Due to limited time, I don’t
expect that we will get through more than 10-15 images. If the demand is high, then perhaps we
can look into scheduling another such session. Please be aware that this will be a public critique.
Our panel of experts will be openly discussing the pros and cons of the images shown. If you
are sensitive to constructive criticism, and suggestions about what could be improved, then this
may not be the correct forum for you to show your masterpiece. That said, whatever suggestions
or comments that are made, are just that…suggestions. Each of us have a different vision and
unique tastes…which is why judging or reviewing any artistic endeavor is, ultimately,
a subjective process.

Image Critique Guidelines Summary:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

One digital image per member may be submitted.
Same sizing and naming convention as for regular competition. (1024 px on long edge)
Submission Deadline April 4, 2018. Meeting date is April 11 (second Wednesday)
Send submissions to programs@grcameraclub.org
Due to time restrictions, we may not be able to critique every image submitted.

Jan Lewis, VP of Programs, programs@grcameraclub.org
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Mar.

21
Wed.

Mini-Program Palooza

by Jan Lewis, GRCC VP or Programs
programs@grcameraclub.org

It's almost that time - for our members to shine! Our March 21, 2018 program will be our annual
Mini-Program extravaganza. What is a mini-program? Basically, it is a slideshow, although it can
contain video footage. It is most entertaining if the slideshow is set to music. You can use a variety of
software, such as ProShow, or Windows Media, or Apple Photo to create your slideshow. Just make
sure you work out the details with our digital coordinator, Shealyn Sarns (images@grcameraclub.org),
to ensure that it will play correctly on the club computer. Preferred dimensions and format is:
1920 x 1080 in MP4 format.
Topic or subject is up to you. It could be about your recent amazing photo or travel trip, or it could
be images of interesting mailboxes you have collected over the years, or lighthouses, or waterfalls,
or minimalism. That said, snapshots of your new grandchild might not be as interesting to the club as
they would be to your family members, so keep that in mind when selecting your subject matter.
We do have limited program time, so we try to keep the number of shows to 8 or under,
with a time limit of about 5-7 minutes per show.

Submission deadline (to Shealyn) is March 7

(which is also the deadline for March Competition images).
Shealyn Sarns (images@grcameraclub.org)

Mar.

7

Wed.

Please not that this is ONE WEEK earlier than
normal due to a schedule conflict for Shealyn.

Our 2018 Program Schedule

by Jan Lewis, GRCC VP or Programs
programs@grcameraclub.org

I have been lining up program speakers for the coming year. Listed below are those currently scheduled.
As always, schedules can change, so be sure to check your Lights & Shadows and the website to confirm
the scheduled speakers each month.

2018

MONTH

SPEAKER

PROGRAM TITLE

Mar. 21
Apr. 11
May 16
Jun. 20

MINI-PROGRAMS
Outside Judges
Paul Jendrasiak
Scavenger Hunt

Mini-Programs
Image Critique
Rock Star Images - Event Photography
Scavenger Hunt Results

Scavenger Hunt Update
2018

The 2018 Scavenger Hunt is underway. We have 5
teams with 4 members on each team. They have their
marching orders, and a list of 12 interesting things to photograph. The teams began capturing images starting March 1,
and have until May 15 to complete their list. Their
submissions will be our June program where
GRCC members can vote on who best met
the challenge!
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Interview: Rick Malamed

by Greg Ferguson, GRCC Lights & Shadows Editor

Rick, can you give our GRCC members some background information on yourself?
I was raised in Los Angeles and
spent most of my adult life there.
In 2008, we moved to Charlevoix
to be closer to my wife’s family
who lived near Lansing. We moved
to Rockford at the end of 2015.
My work experience is in banking,
finance and information technology.
What made you decide to join GRCC and when?
I was a member of the Charlevoix
Photography Club, so when we
moved I wanted to find a similar
organization. One of the members
in Charlevoix said that her sister,
Kathy Kendall, was affiliated with
the GRCC. So I called her and she
invited me to a meeting. I joined the
club in 2016.
A Lake in North West Scotland

What kind of photography do you like to do?
I enjoy outdoor and travel photography.

A Flower in Claude Monet's Garden

Carrbridge, Scotland
Continued on next page - See Malamed Interview
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MALAMED INTERVIEW - Continued from previous page

What advice can you give others in the club to help them with their photography?
#1. Learn all you can about your camera, especially the special features.
#2. Don’t be afraid to experiment with new techniques or ideas.
#3. Get comfortable with your editing software. Take a class or buy a book to help you learn.
What are some of the things that you
would like to see done within the club?
I would like to see
some more training
classes offered,
especially for
beginners. Since
many of us are
using Lightroom
and/or Photoshop,
those two products
come to mind.
A Kitty at the Phoenix Zoo

Words From Our President

The Effel Tower from the Seine River

by Becky Humes, GRCC President

I was recently contacted by Bryan from Marks photo. He had the wonderful idea of us
hosting a buyback event. So dig through your closets, brush off the dust, and start looking
through that old gear you do not use anymore. That new piece of equipment you once thought
you had to have, but never used much
Apr.
Mark Your Calendar and
(might give you some cool cash).
Bring Your Old Gear!
Bryan will be at our April 11 meeting
Wed.
and may offer to buy your old equipment!
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The Year-End Banquet in February was a complete success. It was a fun night with friends.
Congratulations to all the winners, and our photographer of the year, Mark Darnell.
This is my first year as President, and Shealyn’s first year as Digital Coordinator (so a few
mistakes were made). We both thank you for your patience, and offer our sincere apologies
(we will do better next year)!
On the following page you will find a some photos taken at the banquet.
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Year-End Banquet Was Fun

Photos provided by Jan Lewis and Becky Humes

Focus on Photography Tours/Workshops Available
It was announced at the February meeting that Debbie DiCarlo and Jim McCormac are
offering an interesting selection of Photography Tours and Workshops.
Upcoming Tours/ Workshops include:
Early Wildflower Weekend................................ March 23, 2018
Waterfalls, Wildflowers and More..................... April 17-20, 2018
Wildflower Walk................................................ April 25, 2018
Cedar Bog Wildflowers: Orchids and More ...... June 4, 2018
Prairies at their Peak!......................................... July 15, 2018
Orchids, Swallowtails and More!...................... August 3-5, 2018
Details at debbiedicarlophotography.com/p/workshops-and-tours
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Competition Corner

by Jeanne Quillan, VP of Competition

Year-End Awards

Another year-end competition and awards banquet is now history. A good time was had by all - sharing
pizza and showing the award winning images of 2017. I want to thank all of the board members who put a
lot of hard work into making the competition successful.
I do want to congratulate these members who earned their way into “Star Class” for competition.
The average score of each member is calculated and the board then chooses a natural division point –
knowing only the percentage and not the name of the member. Those star class in digital had an average
score of 11.8 and higher. In Prints, the average was score was 12 and higher.

Star-Class Digital
Cathy Keifer, Jerry Keifer, Rick Malemed, Randy Zwiers, Mark Darnell, Jan Lewis, Christine Darnell,
Randy Wegener, Jeanne Quillan, Diane Charvat, Steve Port, Evie Carier, Linda Greer, Scott Walker, Matt
Hendricks, Allen Rowe, Rebecca Humes, Mike Bergeon, Joe Hempstead.

Star-Class Prints
Cathy Keifer, Randy Wegener, Mark Darnell, Jan Lewis, Larry Heydenburg, Christine Carnell, Russ
Barneveld, Dave Whitson, George Ritz.

Congratulations to Our Top Print and Digital Award Winners !!!
Top Scorer in Digital
Jerry Keifer
Top Scorer in Prints
Mark Darnell
Photographer of the Year
Mark Darnell

Jerry Keifer

Mark Darnell

And, last but not least, congratulations to all of our members who competed in the year end competition,
All of the Honorable mention awards and place award winners are posted on the website.
I’m looking forward to another successful competition year in 2018 !!!
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Steve Port’s

Timed Exposure
A Bit of Photographic History

Steve Port

I’ll admit it right up front. When we are in the depths of our cloudiest “dark ages” weather
wise, I sometimes find it really difficult to get up and go shoot something. I wonder if the
first cave artists, painters, etc. suffered from anything similar. Where did they dig out the
inspiration to keep developing, striving, and pushing ahead? Not a hard question.
It probably came from their direct surroundings or possibly from a vivid imagined
environment (i.e. Picasso, Dali, etc.).
Yesterday Garnette asked aloud if the butterflies might be out in force at Meijer Garden. By
experience we know that they emerge slowly during a couple of weeks prior to the official
promotional date and the crowds are much diminished (bonus). So, we went.

Turns out butterflies don’t show well in a vacuum. They need lots of green stuff, blooming
flowers, warm moist air, etc. in order to thrive as well as attract a crowd. Check, check and
check. The Garden has all of that and more. It has bright lights, balmy temps, new blooms,
and newborn butterflies fresh from the confines of their chrysalis. Sounds like the perfect
storm for snowbound, frozen Michiganders to get their inspiration on! And, they are not
alone. If you are intimidated by freezing rain, snow, or ice, we are also blessed by an
abundant variety of museums, art galleries, etc. to fire up your creativity.
If, however, all this still fails to light you up, I have one more suggestion. Get online and
order that new piece of software you have been meaning to try and then watch all the videos
available that will teach you how to use it. And finally, use your new software to reprocess
some of those old pictures that never quite made you happy.
Voila! A whole new world of inspiration right at your fingertips.
Good luck!
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GRCC Assigned Subjects

March....... After Dark
April......... Fences
May..........Weeds, Reeds & Seeds
June..........Feathers

SUMMER BREAK

September.....Insects
October..........Sand Dunes
November......Autumn
December......Broken

The 2018 Assigned Subjects are available on our website on the Competition Corner page. A business-card-size list is also available at our meetings.

New Computer Purchased
by Shealyn McGee Sarns, Digital Coordinator

by Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

GRCC has recently purchased a new laptop for
presentation and digital competition purposes.
The laptop is a Dell Inspiron 15.6" Laptop. It
has an Intel Core i7 processor, 16 GB RAM
Memory, NVDIA GEForce GTX 1060 video
card, and a 1 TB hard drive and 256 GB SSD.

Membership runs January through
December. Dues are currently $35 for
individuals and $50 for two individuals
living at the same address.

Thank you to everyone who donated to GRCC
towards the laptop fund, we are very excited
for the purchase and hope that it helps speed up
digital competition at meetings!

Got News to Share ???
by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor
Mar.

24
L&S

2018 Membership Dues

Newsletters are planned for every month
except July and August. If you have
GRCC news, information or photos for the
April Lights & Shadows, please get these
submitted on or BEFORE Saturday, March 24.
You can send them to:
LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

We also have PayPal available on our
website for your convenience (a small
PayPal processing fee will be applied).
Click on "Join" tab to find
the PayPal link.

Have Changes ???
If you have any changes to your email
address or other information (such as
address, phone number, camera) let me
know at:
treasurer@grcameraclub.org
Thank you !!!
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Tips From Kelly...

by GRCC Member Kelly Walkotten

Adding Presets A Catch Light in Lightroom

ABOUT KELLY WALKOTTEN
Kelly lives in the greater
Grand Rapids area and her images
have been exhibited in many venues
around West Michigan including
ArtPrize and Festival of the Arts.
Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com

The eyes show life. It is very important that they are in focus.An added bonus is a catch light in the
eye. There are times when it is not possible to capture a catch light but one can be added.

In the Develop mode choose the Adjustment Brush.
From the drop down menu choose Dodge (Lighten)
Make the brush size very small using the
bracket keys. Set the Feather to 100 for a
nice soft brush. Set the Flow to 100.
The Density is also set at 100.
Click into the desired area
of the eye.

Slide the Exposure
to the right creating
a catch light.

© Kelly Walkotten 2015-18

Repeat for the
other eye.
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Snack Coordinator(s) Needed

by Becky Humes, GRCC President

We are in desperate need of a new snack person(s). Caroline has done it for many
years. We greatly appreciate all she has done. This last December was her last month
volunteering, so we will no longer have snacks and coffee until we have a new snack
coordinator(s). Our club needs volunteers to keep everything
running smoothly... even a commitment for a year will help.
by Becky Humes, President and
Social Media Coordinator

We're on Facebook - Check Us Out!
Here's the link to our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/

Visitors are Welcome to Attend our Meetings!
Mar.

21
Wed.

Our March Meeting will be on Wednesday, March 21, 2018
Guests are welcome to come to our meetings.
There are no guest fees for our March and April meetings.

Wednesday, March 21, 2018
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Grace Episcopal Church
1815 Hall St. SE
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Regular meetings are usually held the third Wednesday of the month except for February,
July and August. Meetings start promptly at 7:15 pm (so it's best to arrive by 7:00).
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