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It is not always about the brands and the gear, yes, those things can take you to the 
next level, but it is not always practical to carry it all around with you all of the time.  
Imagine a night on the town, or out with your friends, do you really want to carry all 
of that weight just in case you come across a great photojournalism moment or drive 
past the river and see a pair of swans? You need to find a good compromise between 
weight and quality and find a system that you will actually carry around. Maybe that 
will be a nice quality point and shoot, a lightweight DSLR with just your kit or prime 
lens, or a cell phone with a few possible lenses.

Also there are a lot of great apps on cell phones now to help turn regular pictures into 
great captures. Keep in mind, any photograph taken on a cell phone could also be 
brought into your editing software.

The BesT Camera is The
One YOu have WiTh YOu

by Becky Humes, GRCC President 

Fountain Floating Ice

I always keep the assigned subjects in 
mind while I am out and about. One 
day when leaving the hospital,  the
ornamental pond was mostly frozen 
over. There was a pump running in the
center making a unique formation in 
the ice. Well obviously, when bringing 
my daughter to the hospital, I was not 
bringing my camera gear, so I got out 
my cell phone, took a couple pictures 
and put them into my computer and ran 
it through Lightroom. I was able to use 
it for the assigned subject of "Ice"
and got a respectable
score.

DxO, one of the most innovative companies in consumer imaging, announced the acquisition of the Nik 
Collection assets from Google. DxO plans to continue development of the Nik Collection. The current 
version will remain available for free on DxO’s dedicated website, while a new version is planned for 
mid-2018. This is good news for photographers and includes the photo-editing capabilities of Analog 
Efex Pro, Color Efex Pr0, Dfine, HDR Efex Pro, Sharpener Pro, Silver Efex Pro and Viveza.
Check it out at: https://nikcollection.dxo.com

DxO aCquires nik COlleCTiOn asseTs Info and link from Jan Lewis

https://nikcollection.dxo.com
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Here are the responsibilities of our club's Refreshment Host position:
• Make coffee, using the GRCC coffee pot.
• Set up other refreshments such as pop and hot water for tea.
• Receive and arrange snacks or treats on the table.
• Set out plates, napkins and utensils for use with treats.
• Clean up after break time, putting equipment away and collecting trash for pick up by church custodian.
• After the summer break, encourage members to volunteer to bring a treat on the “Treat Sign Up Sheet”. 
• Send email on the Sunday before meeting to remind volunteers.
• Refreshment host is responsible for the plates, napkins, cups, utensils, coffee, pop, etc.
 Purchased items will be reimbursed by the GRCC.
• Coordinate with President for other events such as Award Banquet, Ice Cream Social and December Finger Food Party.
• Host is responsible for storage and transporting of all necessary items to the meetings (coffee pot, paper products, etc).

This is a great way to get involved and help the club. Caroline Shearer, who is currently the host,
will be "retiring" from this position at the end of the year, and will help the new host with the transition.

Interested in helping out?
Please contact any of our GRCC Board Members.

Have Questions?

refreshmenT hOsT sTill neeDeD

I am excited to announce that Shealyn McGee Sarns has accepted 
the job of GRCC Digital Coordinator. She is a talented digital
enthusiast with credentials to match. Shealyn has a Bachelor of 
Science from GVSU in both Graphic Design and Photography.
She currently works full time at SpartanNash as a graphics
designer and does photography on the side. Her businesses name is 
4ten Design & Photo http://www.4tendesignandphoto.com/.

She uses an Apple MAC at home and a Windows PC at work so 
she will be able to assist with your competition questions no matter 
which platform you use. Please stop and say hi to Shealyn at our 
November meeting.
 
Shealyn is now the owner of our Digital Coordinators email
address of images@grcameraclub.org. She will be handling your 
November Competition entries and any competition
entry questions you may have.

by Jim Shearer Jr, Former GRCC Digital Coordinator

Shealyn McGee Sarns
 GRCC Digital Coordinator

We have a neW DigiTal COOrDinaTOr

http://www.4tendesignandphoto.com/
mailto:images@grcameraclub.org
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Our November program will be 
presented by local professional 
photographer, Tim Priest,
who will be discussing
"The Environmental Portrait." 
Through a slide presentation and 
demonstration, Tim will show us 
how to contour and manipulate 
the available light with use of 
little to no additional lighting or 
modifiers.  He will show how to 
find and make use of your
surroundings to light your subject 
with the use of a hot box and 
subtractive lighting to give your 
portrait a more 3-dimensional 
look.  Plan to join us to find out 

meeTing
PresenTaTiOn:

The envirOnmenTal POrTraiT
- in searCh Of lighT15

Nov.

Wed.

graCe ePisCOPal ChurCh, 1815 hall sT. se, granD raPiDs, mi

guesTs are alWaYs WelCOme aT Our meeTings. hOWever, There is a $5 guesT fee (Cash Or CheCk) 
fOr nOn-memBers TO aTTenD This meeTing BeCause Of Our sPeCial sPeaker.

by Jan Lewis,
VP of Programs

Presented by
Tim Priest

As always, GRCC members attend free.

how you can
improve your
images of people!

Continued on next page
See PRIEST PORTRAITS
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Jan Lewis VP- Programs
programs@grcameraclub.org

Tim began his professional photography career in 
1982 at the age of twenty-three. He started as a
commercial photographer, and for the past 24 years 
has been a nationally known fashion shooter work-
ing out of Chicago and Grand Rapids photographing 
many international models. In 1987 he was named 
Michigan Photographer of the Year. In 1989 at the 
age of 29, he was the youngest photographer in 
Michigan’s history to receive PPA’s Master of
Photography Degree (he did with his commercial 
work) and then received the Photographic Craftsman 
Degree one year later. His work has been awarded 
numerous national and international titles. Tim’s 
images have traveled around the world on display in 
the “International Study Committee Exhibit” and the 
“World Congress of Professional Photography
Exhibit”.  Tim has also published a book entitled 
“Amazing Women Of West Michigan,” and has
written articles for the Professional Photographers of 
America Magazine. He finished a 15-month project 
as photographer for an art book (published by Yale 
University Press) of the Chicago Botanic Garden's 
prestigious Bonsai collection.  He is a international 
speaker and is currently on a national speaking tour. 
Tim is sponsored by Allied Imaging Lab, Photo Evo 
Pro and Aurora Lite Bank.

Tim is currently the owner of Nodal Point Ltd. Fash-
ion/Commercial Photography in Grand Rapids. We 
are thrilled that Tim is willing to share his expertise 
with GRCC members.

You can find more about Tim on his Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/timpriestmphotogcr

About Tim Priest

PRIEST PORTRAITS - Continued from previous page 

mailto:programs@grcameraclub.org
https://www.facebook.com/timpriestmphotogcr


WilDlife PhOTOgraPhY Was fun aT BlanDfOrD
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I have been lining up program speakers for the coming year.  Listed below are those
currently scheduled.  As always, schedules can change, so be sure to check your
Lights & Shadows and the website to confirm the scheduled speakers each month.

Sixteen photographers met on Saturday, October 21 for a morning of Wildlife Photography at 
Blandford Nature Center.

Our CluB's 2017-18 PrOgram sCheDule

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs 

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs 

MONTH SPEAKER PROGRAM TITLE

Nov. 15 Tim Priest Environmental Portraiture

Dec. 13 Mike Schlitt Images of Yosemite

Jan. 17 Mike Mitchell Shooting Tethered

Feb. 21 YEAR END Year End Banquet and Awards

Mar. 21 MINI-PROGRAMS  Mini-Programs

Apr. 11 TBA TBA

May 16 Paul Jendrasiak Event Photography

Jun. 20 Scavenger Hunt Scavenger Hunt Results

2017

2018

Continued on next page - See BLANDFORD

We had wonderful weather, beautiful light, colorful fall backgrounds and a host of birds and 
animals to photograph. Our Blandford Nature Center educators, Lori and Sarah, did a great job 

placing the birds and animals in good
settings for us. This is the first time they have 
held a private photography shoot event like 
this so it was a new endeavor for all of us.
We were able to get up close and personal 
with 2 turtles, an opossum, and 7 birds of 
prey, including a barn owl, long-eared owl, 
American kestral, northern saw whet owl, 
eastern screech owl, red tailed hawk, and a 
barred owl. If there is enough interest, we 
may consider scheduling another shoot in the 
future.
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BLANDFORD  - Continued from previous  page

Jan Lewis, Caroline Shearer, Jeanne Quillan, Kevin Provenz (non member),
Judy Hooyenga and Carl Barnosky.

Photos shown on top of page by Jan Lewis

Some of the photographers at shoot included (from left to right):,



The

7

Our PhOTO sCavenger hunT is BaCk fOr 2018 !!!

I am bringing back the Scavenger Hunt for 2018 (after a year off). For those of you who are new to 
the club (and those who are long-time members), this is a great way to get involved, meet some of 
your fellow members, and get out and shoot!

Here is how it works... Over the next few months GRCC members will form teams of 3-4 members 
who would like to work together on a photo project. (Sign-up sheets are available at our monthly 
meetings until January.)  The goal is to have at least 4 to 5 teams. (I encourage you to include some-
one on your team that you may not know, as well as your best photo buddy).  Don't know anyone, 
but want to participate? Just let me know and we will find you a team!
  
The teams should be formed by our January or February 2018 meeting, and the scavenger
list (about 10 things) will be published shortly afterward. They could be actual things like a barn or a 
ladder, but they could be more conceptual like shadows or reflections (similar to our monthly
competition Assigned Subject).  The idea is to find and photograph these items, but not actually
collect the item itself, as in a traditional scavenger hunt.
  
Teams will have a couple of months to complete the scavenger list (March through sometime in 
May). This allows the maximum flexibility for teams to find days when then can meet and shoot, or 
discuss how they are going to photograph the list, as well as choose which images to submit.
Meetings can be over coffee, or by email. Teams can shoot individually or as a group, on a single 
day or multiple days, whatever works for their schedules.

The submitted scavenger hunt photos 
MUST BE TAKEN during the challenge time period,
and adequately represent all the members of the group.

Don't pull an image from your archives. Also, all 10 images cannot come from the same person.
The teams submit one image for each scavenger list item, choosing the ones they collectively deem 
the best.  So in a 10-item list scenario, each team submits 10 images.

At our June 2018 meeting we will show the results of the team submissions as our program.
The members at the meeting will vote for the team they thought most creatively completed the
scavenger hunt. I hope I can get prize donations again
for the winning team members. 

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs 
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COmPeTiTiOn COrner by Jeanne Quillan, VP of Competition 

As I told the members who attended my recent judging workshop - “I believe in competition”.

Camera clubs rate competitions as one of their most popular activities. What is the sense of creating 
images if they are not shared with others? It is like learning to play a musical instrument and never 
playing for someone else to hear. Of course, camera club competitions are not the only place that 
we as photographers can show our images, but clearly a place to start.

I have seen over and over that members' scores improve as they continue to enter.  Here are some 
tips to get you started: 

I Believe in Competition

• Jump in there. Don’t be afraid to get involved in competing (as many of us are) –
 I have never seen anyone judged by the quality of their images. 

• We have an emotional attachment to our images. We may think we have the cutest 
grandchild, the most adoring pet, the best looking car…..but someone else will not 
have the same attachment and view (and judge) it differently.

• We are not objective about our images. We see our photos as we experienced them. 
The goal of photography is to share the feeling you felt and impact those viewing it. 

• Each judge has his/her own opinion. A lower score is does not say that your image is 
bad, just his/her interpretation of it. 

• Don’t get discouraged, keep at it. We all receive low scores from time to time. 
Yes….ALL of us. If you often receive low scores, find out if there is a recurring 
problem. 

• Ask for help from an experienced club member or judge. I am always happy to
 critique your image and give my opinion of how you could improve it.   

• If you receive a low score, learn from it.
 Look forward to next time and strive to do better. 
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The Image of the Month is chosen by one of our members as the image that appeals to them the most. 
Each month, the honor of choosing the image is assigned to a different GRCC member. This month’s 
favorite image from our October competition was chosen by Diane Durand.

WHY I LIKED IT:
I chose “Banana Flower” as image of the month because I 
thought it was a beautifully simple image. I liked the selective 
focus on the pink petals of the flower. How the light hits the 
one lower petal is quite striking. I liked that the repeating line 
pattern in the flower stem is echoed in the leaves in the back-
ground. I also like how the pink of the petals is offset by the 
complimentary soft green background leaves. A very peaceful, 
beautiful image.
        - Diane

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
My wife and I vacationed in Hawaii 
for the first time this year in May. 
The image of the Banana Flower was 
taken on the Big Island near the city 
of Hilo. At the time I took this shot, 
I didn't know it was associated with 
a banana plant and would produce a 
bunch of bananas in the future.
        - Randy

OCTOBer image Of The mOnTh Compiled by Jeanne Quillan

Chosen by Diane Durand“Banana Flower”  by Randy Zwiers
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Continued on next page - See KENDALL INTERVIEW

Photography was a natural fit for me 
because I love nature, time with family 
and friends, adventures and travel.  
It has given me so much more of an 
appreciation for “seeing things” that I 
didn't have in the past.

My husband and I have three children, 
but there are always extra guests and 
family at our home. We have an 80-lb. 
dog that resembles a polar bear that 
steals everyone’s heart.

I wanted to 
meet people 
who enjoyed the 
same hobby and 
I wanted to learn 
more about
photography.

inTervieW:  kaThY kenDall by Greg Ferguson, GRCC Lights & Shadows Editor 

Kathy, can you give GRCC members some background information on yourself?

What made you decide to join GRCC?

Hot Springs

Balloon Launch

Foggy Morning

Two Cardinals 

Rwanda Primate
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DeVos Hall Ceiling

Chicago Staircase

Tall-Ship Rigging

KENDALL INTERVIEW - Continued from previous page

I like nature, macro, 
architectural, and
black and white
photography.

All GRCC members - If you have photographic-related news that you would like to share with 
the club, let me know. It can be about you or another member. Email me at gcferguson@me.com 
and include the news in the email text or a Word or Pages attachment.

What kind of photography do you like to do?

What advice can you give others in the club to help them with their photography?

I suggest making 
a friend or two in 
the club, so you 
can bounce ideas 
off one another 
and go out and 
shoot with them. 

Also, learn
your camera; 
take classes
both locally and
online about
your camera, 
software and 
photography.

gOT neWs TO share?

mailto:gcferguson@me.com
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Timed exposure
Steve Port’s

A Bit of Photographic History

Steve Port Our October presenter, Josh Haas, revealed his amazing process for capturing incredible bird 
photos.  I’ve never seen such a determined, organized, informed, and creative talent bringing 
together years of experience to produce his special and very personal product.  I wish him a 
long and distinguished career. 

As I ponder how pathetic I am in comparison, I look back to see where and how I missed this 
boat?  First of all, I would consider Josh a bird specialist given his Audubon association, his 
workshops, bird photo presentations, etc.  I, on the other hand, may be a photo “generalist” 
(meaning I know a little about a lot of stuff).  I think most of our club membership may feel 
some kinship with this second group as well.  Is there hope for the generalist?

When I imagine the specialist headed out the door, camera in hand, I see them following a 
well-planned path to a specific area, at a specific time, and on a “mission” of sorts.  If the 
target is a glorious morning, mountain top sunrise, do they pause for an hour to photograph 
a bear that is unexpectedly posing along the way?  I admit that I often have a very sketchy 
plan when I leave the house, embark on a spring road trip, or even take a cruise to a warmer, 
sunnier climate.  My subjects are not highly targeted.  My experience with the area is usually 
totally lacking.  I get there when I can and I anticipate surprise at every venue.
No, a specialist would never do it this way.

I can’t say I am totally 
unfulfilled by my photo-
graphic path but I can see 
how one could become 
really good if they had 
the drive and discipline of 
the specialist.  Given that 
the arc of my style may 
never change, perhaps I 
shall just make the best 
of things and chase the 
surprises a generalist 
cherishes.



Dues are currently $35 for individuals and 
$50 for two individuals living at the same
address. Also, if you plan to attend the
February banquet, add $5 for each member. 
We also have PayPal available on our website 
for your convenience (a small PayPal
processing fee will be applied).
Click on "Join" tab
to find the PayPal link.
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We have a new member who joined our 
club at the September meeting:
Jack Eichner who shoots with a Nikon.
Please welcome Jack when you see him.

Joy Hein, Shealy McGee Sarns
Ned Hughes and
Jan Lewis

If you have any changes to your email
address or other information (such as address, 
phone number, camera) let Christine know at
treasurer@grcameraclub.org

2018 memBershiP DuesgrCC neW memBer

have Changes?

by Jeanne Quillan,
VP of Competition 

September ....Insects
October .........Sand Dunes
November .....Autumn
December .....Broken

January .... Effects of Age
March ...... After Dark
April ........ Fences
May .........Weeds, Reeds & Seeds SUMMER BREAK

 
November .....Nature's Revenge
December .....Too Many to Count

 June .............Feathers

The 2017 and 2018 Assigned Subjects are available on
our website on the Competition Corner page.

A business-card-size list is also available at our meetings.

grCC assigneD suBjeCTs

Thank YOu fOr The TreaTs!

20
17

20
18

aDD TO YOur smarT PhOne CalenDar nOW

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August.  If you have
GRCC news, information or photos for the December Lights & Shadows, please
get these submitted on or BEFORE Saturday, November 25, 2017.
You can send them to: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

by Greg Ferguson,
Lights & Shadows Editor

25
Nov.

L&S

We need Treats for upcoming meetings.
There is a sign-up sheet on one of the 
back tables, and we have spaces open.

mailto:treasurer@grcameraclub.org
mailto:LSNewsEditor%40grcameraclub.org?subject=
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If you upload your images (from Lightroom) to Facebook or Flickr, there is a way to automate the 
process. You can do this in the Publish Services area. It will need to be set up initially and then it 
will save you lots of time whenever you want to post images online later.

In the Library mode the Publishes Services is on the left side.There are four templates you can set 
up. We will set up the Flickr process, which is the most complicated. The others are very similar  
(click the Set Up button, authorize your account, and then you're ready to go).

PuBlishing YOur PhOTOs OnTO
sOCial meDia frOm lighTrOOm

TiPs frOm kellY... by GRCC Member Kelly Walkotten

Kelly lives in the greater
Grand Rapids area and her images 

have been exhibited in many venues 
around West Michigan including 
ArtPrize and Festival of the Arts.

Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com 

ABOUT KELLY WALKOTTEN

Click on the
Set Up next
to Flickr.

This will bring
you to Flickr.
You must be
on line.
Click on
"OK I’ll
Authorize it".

Click Done on this box:

The Lightroom Publishing Manager dialog box appears. Click 
on Authorize. Another dialog box comes up needing permission 
for Lightroom to access your account. Click Authorize.

Click your desired answer. 
I use Adobe's Key Chain 
feature so I chose
Always Allow.

Continued on next page -
See PUBLISHING PHOTOS

http://kellywalkottenphotography.com
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Here's the link to our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/

by Becky Humes, President and
Social Media CoordinatorWe're On faCeBOOk - CheCk us OuT!

visiTOrs are WelCOme TO aTTenD Our meeTings!
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Regular meetings are held the third Wednesday of the 
month except for February, July and August. Meetings 
start promptly at 7:15 pm (so it's best to arrive by 7:00). 

15
Nov.

Wed. WeDnesDaY, nOvemBer 15, 2017
Grace Episcopal Church

1815 Hall St. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
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guesTs are alWaYs WelCOme aT Our meeTings. hOWever, Please Be aWare ThaT There is a $5 guesT fee (Cash Or CheCk) 
fOr nOn-memBers TO aTTenD The nOvemBer 15 meeTing BeCause Of Our sPeCial sPeaker.

© Kelly Walkotten 2015-17

PUBLISHING PHOTOS - Continued from previous page

In the Lightroom Publishing
Manager page, it will show that
you have been Authorized. Now 
you just set up the export options 
as usual, choosing your file format, 
deciding if you want sharpening 
added, watermarking, etc. At the 
bottom, you will see options for 
Flickr’s Privacy and Safety control. 
Make your choices there. Click the 
Save button when you are done.

https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/

