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There is a lot to see and photograph this year at ArtPrize.
And the weather has been unseasonably warm and dry.
The voting apps are a little problematic this year, but our
iPhone cameras worked great. 

ArtPrize 2017 by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor 

BOTTOM LEFT: A.Lincoln
by Richard Schlatter

Photo taken by Greg Ferguson.

BOTTOM RIGHT:
Lux Maximus by Daniel Oropeza

Photo supplied by artist.

TOP RIGHT: Carousel by Janet Kelman
Photo taken by Greg Ferguson.

TOP LEFT: Team Spirit by Anni Crouter
Photo taken by Greg Ferguson.
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As a portrait photographer, I personally feel that one way of improving your craft is to force 
yourself to learn to be comfortable on both sides of the camera. There are a number of reasons 
for this:

 1. This gives you an understanding of how your clients are feeling.

	 2.		You	will	find	out	which	instructions	from	the	photographer	are	helpful	and
  which ones could be better so you will be able to direct your clients better.

 3. You will be more aware of how certain poses make you look and what they
  do to you since you will be more critical when you look at photos of yourself.

 4. You will have a good variety of professional photos of yourself to use for marketing.

By putting yourself in your clients' position and looking at things from their side of the lens, you 
will learn to see things in a new light.

All that being said, however skilled you already are, and whatever type of photography you do, 
you can learn to be an even better photographer. Force yourself to step outside of your comfort 
zone and you will almost certainly learn new things from it. Never stop learning.

Why it is imPortAnt to Be on
Both sides of the CAmerA

by Becky Humes,
GRCC President 



Dues are currently $35 for individuals and 
$50 for two individuals living at the same
address. Also, if you plan to attend the
February banquet, add $5 for each member. 
We also have PayPal available on our website 
for your convenience (a small PayPal
processing fee will be applied).
Click on "Join" tab
to	find	the	PayPal	link.

The

3

We have a new member who joined our 
club at the September meeting:
Jack Eichner who shoots with a Nikon.
Please welcome Jack when you see him.

Jan Lewis
Steve Mueller
Rosemary VanHouten

If you have any changes to your email
address or other information (such as address, 
phone number, camera) let Christine know at
treasurer@grcameraclub.org

GrCC memBershiP duesGrCC neW memBer

hAve ChAnGes?

by Jeanne Quillan,
VP of Competition 

September ....Insects
October .........Sand Dunes
November .....Autumn
December .....Broken

January .... Effects of Age
March ...... After Dark
April ........ Fences
May .........Weeds, Reeds & Seeds SUMMER BREAK

October .........Country Roads
November .....Nature's Revenge
December .....Too Many to Count

 June .............Feathers

The 2017 and 2018 Assigned Subjects are available on
our website on the Competition Corner page.

A business-card-size list is also available at our meetings.

GrCC AssiGned suBjeCts

thAnk you for the treAts!

20
17

20
18

Add to your smArt Phone CAlendAr noW

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August.  If you have
GRCC news, information or photos for the November Lights & Shadows, please
get these submitted on or BEFORE Friday, October 27, 2017.
You can send them to: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

by Greg Ferguson,
Lights & Shadows Editor

27
Oct.

L&S

We need Treats for upcoming meetings.
There is a sign-up sheet on one of the 
back tables, and we have spaces open.

mailto:treasurer@grcameraclub.org
mailto:LSNewsEditor%40grcameraclub.org?subject=
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Our October 18, 2017
program is "For the Birds!"

Professional nature and bird 
photographer Josh Haas will 
feature	some	of	his	finest	
bird images and share how 
bird knowledge is vital to 
creating more pleasing and 
artistic photographs. 

Josh will also share his
approach to exposure,
composition, and some 
common sense techniques
for working with avian 
subjects.

meetinG
PresentAtion:

A love for Birds,
liGht And ComPosition18

Oct.

Wed.

GrACe ePisCoPAl ChurCh, 1815 hAll st. se, GrAnd rAPids, mi

Guests Are AlWAys WelCome At our meetinGs. hoWever, there is A $5 Guest fee (CAsh or CheCk) 
for non-memBers to Attend this meetinG BeCAuse of our sPeCiAl sPeAker.

by Jan Lewis,
VP of Programs

Presented by Josh Haas

As always, GRCC members attend free.

About
Josh
Hass

Josh is a Michigan Birder, President of Battle Creek Audubon, Nature Photographer and 
Co-Owner of Glances at Nature Birding and Photography. He has been photographing
seriously for over 13 years and is semi-professional with his side business Glances at
Nature where he leads trips and workshops all around the Midwest. Josh likes to shoot
anything in nature, but his passion and expertise are focused on bird photography.  He 
partners with local organizations such as the Kalamazoo Nature Center, Kellogg Bird 
Sanctuary, the Pierce Cedar Creek Institute and Michigan Audubon for programming and 
workshops. He has a passion for sharing the world of photography with his participants.

Josh's work can be seen online and in Michigan publications.
You	can	find	Josh	online	at:	http://www.glancesatnature.com/

http://www.glancesatnature.com/ 
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Jan Lewis VP- Programs
programs@grcameraclub.org

field triP:21
Oct.

Sat.

Join us for a Private Wildlife Photo Shoot at Blandford Nature Center on Saturday,
October 21, 2017 from 9 - 11 a.m.  This custom program will give photographers a chance 
to get up close and personal with some of Blandford's resident wildlife - everything from 
turtles to birds of prey. Whenever possible, animals will be staged in areas with natural 
backgrounds and outdoor light. Natural perches like stumps and branches will be used with 
certain birds; other birds may be required to stay on an educator's glove.

We will meet the wildlife staff at the new Mary Jane Dockeray Visitor Center located at
1715 Hillburn Ave NW, Grand Rapids 49504. The building opens to the public at 9:00 am,
so if you arrive before that time, gather outside the building until our educator greets us.

If you haven't visited Blandford Nature Center recently, they have a beautiful new
Visitor Center, and lots of trails and programs. It is one of Grand Rapid's treasures.
You are welcome to stay after the two-hour shoot to explore the Nature Center further. 
Questions? Call me (Jan Lewis) at 616-446-7573.

ATTENDANCE  LIMITED  TO  20  ADULTS
Cost: GRCC members  $15 per person. Non-members $20 per person. 
We need to let Blandford staff know attendance numbers by 10/16, so please reserve
your place in advance by sending your check (made out to GRCC) to:
Jan Lewis, GRCC Field Trip, 1063 San Lucia Dr. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506

mailto:programs@grcameraclub.org
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I have been lining up program speakers for the coming year.  Listed below are those
currently scheduled.  As always, schedules can change, so be sure to check your
Lights	&	Shadows	and	the	website	to	confirm	the	scheduled	speakers	each	month.

I am still in the process of scheduling workshops. Stay tuned!
To send me comments and suggestions, go to: programs@grcameraclub.org

Grand Rapids Camera Club veteran, Dave Whitson, is one of the instructors teaching
photographic subjects at WorkShoots (www.workshoots.com). The classes include one class 
(Photography 102) that is a great review for those who have been using their cameras in the 
Manual Mode for years and also a great instruction for those have yet to transition to Manual. 
Most start off using the many Auto modes (Portrait, Landscape, Sports Action, etc.). Some
photographers experiment with Shutter Priority and Aperture Priority modes, but many are
apprehensive about even trying the “dreaded” Manual Mode of operation.
Maybe this class is what you need.

2017-18 ProGrAm sChedule by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs 

MONTH SPEAKER PROGRAM TITLE

Oct. 18 Josh Haas Bird Photography

Nov. 15 Tim Priest Environmental Portraiture

Dec. 13 Mike Schlitt Images of Yosemite

Jan. 17 Mike Mitchell Shooting Tethered

Feb. 21 YEAR END Year End Banquet and Awards

Mar. 21 MINI-PROGRAMS  Mini-Programs

Apr. 11 TBA TBA

May 16 Paul Jendrasiak Event Photography

Jun. 20 Scavenger Hunt Scavenger Hunt Results

2017

2018

Continued on next page - See MANUAL SUPPORT

http://programs@grcameraclub.org
http://www.workshoots.com
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I did a search for this year's total eclipse, and 
captured a low-res. screenshot collage. What is 
great	about	it?		It	fills	a	spot	that	I	had	in	this	
month's newsletter! :-)

A few years ago, Dave was contacted by a mother who was trying to 
photograph her daughter’s soccer games. She was unable to enroll 
in the Adult Education classes Dave was teaching at the time and 
was	asking	for	private	tutoring.	Unsatisfied	with	the	results	she	was	
getting using her DSLR in the “Sports Action” mode, she wanted 
to improve the photos she was getting. In a matter of three private 

MANUAL SUPPORT  - Continued from previous  page

lessons, Dave was able to guide her to using Shutter Preferred mode and then to Manual mode of 
exposure control. In the end, she was getting sharp images, properly exposed without blurred legs 
and elongated soccer balls. Instead of having to stop shooting before the half-time of the varsity 
game because of fading daylight, she was now shooting her daughter’s full game and all of the 
varsity game that followed while getting the photos she wanted.

All of the classes taught by Dave Whitson at WorkShoots (two classes regarding the camera –
Photography 101 & Photography 102 and two classes regarding studio lighting – Studio Lighting 
201 & Studio Lighting 202) are on a demand basis. If interested, go to the WorkShoots website
(www.workshoots.com) and click on the link for PHOTOGRAPHIC CLASSES at the top right of 
the	web	page.	The	first	person	requesting	a	date	and	time	determines	the	class	schedule.	The	class	
will then be publicized on Facebook for others to join. Class size will be limited to six maximum 
and	the	first	person	signing	up	will	receive	a	cash	refund	to	bring	their	fee	down	from	one-on-one	
status to multi-student class status, when others register.

When you start shooting in Manual, you start using all the capabilities of your camera. You start 
making all of the decisions to create your desired image and not relying on a software program-
mer 6300 miles away to decide how your image looks. You start creating photographic images 
instead of just snapshots. 

In	addition	to	classes	on	the	use	of	the	camera,	the	use	of	studio	lights,	and	specific	photo
techniques, WorkShoots offers economical photo studio rental. WorkShoots users shoot products, 
families, high school seniors, babies, toddlers, models, etc. Studio rental includes complete use of 
the	2200+	square	foot	studio	with	all	of	its	ten	studio	strobes,	multiple	light	modifiers,	and
numerous props.

http://www.workshoots.com
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our Photo sCAvenGer hunt is BACk for 2018 !!!

I am bringing back the Scavenger Hunt for 2018 (after a year off). For those of you who are new to 
the club (and those who are long-time members), this is a great way to get involved, meet some of 
your fellow members, and get out and shoot!

Here is how it works... Over the next few months GRCC members will form teams of 3-4 members 
who would like to work together on a photo project. (Sign-up sheets will be available starting at the 
September meeting.)  The goal is to have at least 4 to 5 teams. (I would encourage you to include 
someone on your team that you may not know, as well as your best photo buddy).  Don't know
anyone,	but	want	to	participate?	Just	let	me	know	and	we	will	find	you	a	team!
  
The teams should be formed by our January or February 2018 meeting, and the scavenger
list (about 10 things) will be published shortly afterward. They could be actual things like a barn or a 
ladder,	but	they	could	be	more	conceptual	like	shadows	or	reflections	(similar	to	our	monthly
competition	Assigned	Subject).		The	idea	is	to	find	and	photograph	these	items,	but	not	actually
collect the item itself, as in a traditional scavenger hunt.
  
Teams will have a couple of months to complete the scavenger list (March through sometime in 
May).	This	allows	the	maximum	flexibility	for	teams	to	find	days	when	then	can	meet	and	shoot,	or	
discuss how they are going to photograph the list, as well as choose which images to submit.
Meetings can be over coffee, or by email. Teams can shoot individually or as a group, on a single 
day or multiple days, whatever works for their schedules. The submitted scavenger hunt photos

MUST BE TAKEN during the challenge time period,
and adequately represent all the members of the group.

Don't pull an image from your archives from 3 years ago on your trip to Italy. Also, all 10 images 
cannot come from the same person.  The teams submit one image for each scavenger list item,
choosing the ones they collectively deem the best.  So in a 10-item list scenario, each team submits 
10 images.

At our June 2018 meeting we will show the results of the team submissions as our program.
The members attending the meeting will vote for the team they thought most creatively completed 
the scavenger hunt. I hope that I can get donations again for prizes
for the winning team members. 

Reprinted from September Issue

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs 
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teChy oPPortunity to helP GrCC...
BeCome our CluB's diGitAl CoordinAtor  

Here are the responsibilities of our club's Digital Coordinator position:
• Maintain club competition hardware i.e. laptop, projector, screen, etc.
• Receive competition images from members and respond that images were received.
• Update slides used during monthly competition such as example slide of assigned subject.
• Assist VP of Competition with information related to monthly competitions.
• Setup and teardown of digital equipment at monthly meetings.
• Support of workshops when projection equipment required.

This is a great way to get involved and help the club. Jim Shearer Jr, who is currently the Digital Coordinator,
will be "retiring" from this position at the end of the year, and will help the new person with the transition.

Thank you !!!
Caroline and Jim Shearer Jr. are retiring from their positions at the end of 2017.  They have helped GRCC so 
much...	THANK		YOU		BOTH!		Jim	and	Caroline	will	remain	GRCC	members.	Our	club	needs	to	fill	their
positions (see both position descriptions below): 

Interested in helping out?
Please contact any of our GRCC Board Members.

Have Questions?

APPetizinG oPPortunity to helP GrCC...
BeCome the CluB's refreshment host  
Here are the responsibilities of our club's Refreshment Host position:
• Make coffee, using the GRCC coffee pot.
• Set up other refreshments such as pop and hot water for tea.
• Receive and arrange snacks or treats on the table.
• Set out plates, napkins and utensils for use with treats.
• Clean up after break time, putting equipment away and collecting trash for pick up by church custodian.
• After the summer break, encourage members to volunteer to bring a treat on the “Treat Sign Up Sheet”. 
• Send email on the Sunday before meeting to remind volunteers.
• Refreshment host is responsible for the plates, napkins, cups, utensils, coffee, pop, etc.
 Purchased items will be reimbursed by the GRCC.
• Co-ordinate with President for other events such as Award Banquet, Ice Cream Social and December Finger Food Party.
• Host is responsible for storage and transporting of all necessary items to the meetings (coffee pot, paper products, etc).

This is a great way to get involved and help the club. Caroline Shearer, who is currently the host, will be 
"retiring" from this position at the end of the year, and will help the new host with the transition.

Interested in helping out?
Please contact any of our GRCC Board Members.

Have Questions?
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ComPetition Corner by Jeanne Quillan, VP of Competition 

Titles	are	far	more	than	a	catalog	designation.	An	image	is	not	finished	until	you	give	it	a	title.	
What does the title of your image convey to the viewer? The title you choose can be humorous, 
informative or descriptive. It can convey emotion and feeling, it can make the judge look deep into 
your image, or what you felt when you chose to shoot it. Or, perhaps your judge will ignore your 
title. Either way, your title is a part of the overall presentation and should be a strong one. Help 
your viewers along; a title can help viewers better appreciate the attributes of an image. 

Naming Your Images

Here are a couple of facts about titles....
1) In competition, titles determine in what order your image will
appear.	Is	it	to	your	advantage	to	be	the	first	image	shown	in	a
category? Then give it a name starting with “A”. If you don’t - be 
aware. If the assigned subject is “The Color Red” and you don’t want 
to be in the middle of a group of images starting with the word “red” - 
name it something that sets it apart.
2) Titles are NOT read during our Year-End Competition, and the
image stands on its own.

I almost always use a thesaurus to check for a more 
creative	term	to	describe	my	subject.	Is	a	flower	
by	any	other	name	still	a	flower?	A	sunset	could	be	
evening, twilight, nightfall, dusk, etc. If you want 
the viewers to know you intended to make an image 
dreamy and soft, name it for example “Rose in Soft 
Focus”. Adjectives that further explain your subject 
are also helpful. Words like “into” or “though” tell 
the viewer he must look deep into the image. 
In Mark Darnell’s image (chosen Image of the Month 

on page 11), he wanted to
be sure the viewer realized 
the stark contrast between 
water and sky in naming it 
“Still Waters and
Vibrant Sky”.

TOP: Follow Me
by Linda Greer

ABOVE: Two with the Wilderness
by Jeanne Quillan

RIGHT: Pick You Up at Seven
by Jeanne Quillan
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The Image of the Month is chosen by one of our members as the image that appeals to them the most. 
Each month, the honor of choosing the image is assigned to a different GRCC member. This month’s 
favorite image from our September competition was chosen by Allan Rowe.

WHY I LIKED IT:
From a technical perspective the gradation of color 
from a bright orange on the horizon to the blues and 
purple at the foreground gives the viewer a sense of 
quiet serenity, a transition from the excitement of the 
day to the quiet of the night. The application of the 
Rule of Thirds both horizontally and vertically is very 
well done.  The horizon sits approximately two-thirds 
of the way to the top of the shot, and the lighthouse 
on the pier is approximately one-third of the way from 
the edge of the shot.  Aesthetically, I liked the calm, 
almost glass-like, smoothness of the lake water, a 
unique capture far different than the turbulent waves 
we so often see. The light post on the jetty seems to 
serve two purposes.  It warns the mariner to navigate 
carefully, you are approaching the shore.  It also seems 
to stand as a solitary sentinel also saying to the sailor, 
"Here is the shelter you are looking for after a long 
day on the water."
        - Allan

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
For years we have spent Independence Day 
weekend in Harbor Springs and have enjoyed 
the quiet, peaceful beauty that is evident there.  
To our dismay we found the area quite over 
run	with	tourists	this	year	and	vowed	to	find	a	
new annual retreat the following year. Desper-
ately searching for calm in this sea of activity 
we made a slight shift in locales and waited 
for day's end.  After a long wait for tourists 
to	disperse	“The	Calm”	that	finally	arrived	is	
depicted here.  In an effort to enhance the peace 
of the moment I killed the water movement 
with	a	Lee	Foundation	6	Stop	ND	filter	on	my	
Sony A7R-II w/ 24-70mm F/2.8 G-Master, 
@27 mm, F/ 20, and a 3 minute long exposure.  
Very little post work was done on this image 
as I merely used a local brush to highlight the 
rocks at the base of the pier.
        - Mark

sePtemBer imAGe of the month Compiled by Jeanne Quillan

Chosen by Allan Rowe“Still Waters and Vibrant Sky”  by Mark Darnell
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Timed exposure
Steve Port’s

A Bit of Photographic History

Steve Port I have often sought to describe the challenges that photographers of the past faced in
obtaining the shots we now love and revere.  Now, through the miracle of technology,
all inconvenience and pain has receded into history – or not.

Understand, I am not looking for sympathy, but perhaps others will resonate with my experi-
ences.  September, for the last 9 years, marks the onset of my Art Prize addiction.  Much of 
what I know about art has come from these Art Prize adventures.  That passion has also
carried over into all the rest of the travels Garnette and I make together.  We are blessed in 
that we BOTH enjoy art.

So, where is the pain?  First off, I’m not sure that photographs of other people’s art is that 
original	or	interesting	to	the	masses.		But	then	I	consider	a	great	photo	of	a	beautiful	flower	

or incredible building.  I am still a 
voyeur spying on the creativity of 
nature and of other people.  Finally, 
I conclude that it’s all in my pre-
sentation of these articles.  I seek to 
present them in the most alluring and 
flattering	composition	possible.		And,	
in that pursuit, here comes the rub. 
Maybe tens, hundreds or thousands 
of people are pursuing that same goal 
simultaneously, an unobstructed view 
of an interesting subject.  It happens 
continually at Art Prize, museums, 
travel destinations, national parks, 
iconic views, etc. 
We are all after the same shot or 

something	similar.	So,	how	does	one	make	it	their	own?		The	internet	has	a	near	infinite	
supply of advice, but it is a very personal formula for each photographer.  Talent, experi-
ence,	knowledge,	age,	fitness,	physical	disability	and	determination	all	play	a	role.		The	most	
important factor, however, has not yet been mentioned.

In my opinion, the greatest impediment to successful photography in any circumstance lies 
between my ears. When my determination equals and ultimately exceeds all the impediments, 
my	passion	finds	a	way.		What	I	have	learned	about	art,	all	art,	is	that	it	is	a	product	of
passion meeting opportunity.  So, get off the couch, go out and be passionate!

       Happy shooting.
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I am always asked how I sharpen my photos and how much to sharpen them.
Here is how I do it in Photoshop and some guidelines to follow.

Here are some good sharpening guidelines (recommended by guru Scott Kelby) to follow that can be tweaked 
as needed for your desired effect:

All Purpose Sharpening: is a nice subtle sharpening. You may apply it twice if your photo doesn’t seem 
sharp	enough	after	the	first	application.	Ctrl-F	(Mac:	Command-F)	will	apply	it	again.	
Amount: 85%, Radius: 1, Threshold: 4

Web Sharpening: When you drop the resolution down from 300 ppi to 72 pip for the web, the photo often 
gets a bit blurry and soft. If the sharpening seems like it’s not enough, try increasing the Amount to 400%.  It 
will add some noise but also rescues photos that might otherwise be thrown away. Amount: 200%, Radius: .3, 
Threshold: 0

Soft Subjects:	It	is	a	more	subtle	sharpening	that	works	well	for	flowers,	puppies,	people,	rainbows,	etc.	
Amount: 120%, Radius: 1, Threshold: 10

Sharpening Portraits: This is good for head and shoulders portraits. Amount: 75%, Radius: 2, Threshold: 3
 
Moderate Sharpening: This works well on everything from product shots to photos of home interiors,
to landscapes. Amount: 120%, Radius: 1,Threshold: 3

shArPeninG Guidelines
When usinG PhotoshoP

tiPs from kelly... by GRCC Member Kelly Walkotten

Kelly lives in the greater
Grand Rapids area and her images 

have been exhibited in many venues 
around West Michigan including 
ArtPrize and Festival of the Arts.

Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com 

ABOUT KELLY WALKOTTEN

Go to Filter > Sharpen > Unsharp Mask A dialog box comes up. You will make the 
desired adjustments with the Amount, Radius, 
and Threshold sliders.

Continued on next page - See SHARPENING

http://kellywalkottenphotography.com
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Here's the link to our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/

by Becky Humes, President and
Social Media CoordinatorWe're on fACeBook - CheCk us out!

visitors Are WelCome to Attend our meetinGs!
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Regular meetings are held the third Wednesday of the 
month except for February, July and August. Meetings 
start promptly at 7:15 pm (so it's best to arrive by 7:00). 

18
Oct.

Wed.

WednesdAy, oCtoBer 18, 2017
Grace Episcopal Church

1815 Hall St. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
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Guests Are AlWAys WelCome At our meetinGs. hoWever, PleAse Be AWAre thAt there is A $5 Guest fee (CAsh or CheCk) 
for non-memBers to Attend the oCtoBer 18th meetinG BeCAuse of our sPeCiAl sPeAker.

Maximum Sharpening: Use these if the photo is visibly out of focus and needs heavy sharpening to try to 
bring	it	back,	or	the	photo	contains	lots	of	well-defined	edges	like	buildings,	cars,	coins,	machinery,	etc.
It will bring out the edge details. Amount: 120%, Radius: 1, Threshold: 3

To Set Your Own Settings:	Here	are	some	typical	ranges	for	each	adjustment	so	you	can	find	your	own	
preferred sharpening.

© Kelly Walkotten 2015-17

SHARPENING - Continued from previous page

Amount: Typical ranges are from 50% to 150%. If you go under 50%, you might want to reset 
the Radius to 1 and the Threshold to 2.
Radius: Most of the time 1 pixel is good but you can go as high as 2.1 for good results. Beyond 
that,	I	find	it	is	just	too	much.
Threshold: A safe range setting is anywhere from 3 to about 20.  3 is the most intense, and 20 is 
more subtle. If the intensity really needs to be increased, you can lower the Threshold to 0 but 
watch your photo closely for noise.

https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/

