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Thank you to everyone who elected me as your 
president and thank you to Diane for the wonderful 
job you did for our club for 12 years.

A little about myself, I started getting interested in 
photography about 8 years ago. I started shooting 
bugs and sports. Then I was just “tinkering” while 
working full time at a gymnastics center.

In 2012, I took a bad fall resulting in a nerve
disorder called CRPS. This made me unable to 
work like I did before.

A LittLe About Me... by Becky Humes, GRCC President 

I took my passion and put it into photography! I absolutely love it, quite obsessed with it actually. 
My interest has changed from bugs to people though. I specialize in portraits, and just recently 
moved into my studio in downtown Grand Rapids. It has been a dream come true.

I have two amazing kids, Sadie, 20, Zach 17. I also have quite an assortment of Fur babies. One 
many of you have met, sweet little Alice, my emotional support dog. 
Another fact a lot of you might not know is I love to make beaded jewelry.
 
That’s about it, I can usually be found with my camera, beads, laptop,
dogs or one of my kids. 

Sadie Zach
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WednesdAy, sept 20, 2017

7:15 pM (best to Arrive by 7:00)

Grace Episcopal Church
1815 Hall St. SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49506

The church is located at the corner 
of Hall St. and Plymouth Rd. in 
East Grand Rapids. It is a few 
blocks south of Blodgett Hospital.
 
Our meeting room is in the undercroft 
(below the Sanctuary) in the lower 
level. There are two entrances into the 
church from the parking lot. Go to the 
smaller one on the right marked as the 
Handicap Entrance. There is both an
elevator and stairs at this entrance. 
Make your way down to the lower 
level. You will need to follow the
hallway, generally to the right and
towards the back of the building to 
get to our meeting room. We will have 
signs up to direct you to our meeting 
space.

THE CHURCH HAS A SECURITY SYSTEM WITH A CALL BUTTON FOR ENTRY.
This is in operation 24/7. There will be a club member at the Handicap Entrance from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. to 
make entry easier when most club members will be arriving.  To enter after the meeting begins, you will 
need to ring the call button, which will trigger a phone call in our meeting room. We can then "buzz" you 
in from that phone. To minimize interruptions to our meeting we ask that members make every attempt 
to arrive to our meetings during the time that the entrance is manned. If the buzzer doesn't gain you 
entrance please call 616-446-7573. 

Jan Lewis, VP- Programs
programs@grcameraclub.orgon sept. 20, We hAve A speciAL outside speAker,

so if you bring A guest, there is A $5 fee. 

pLeAse reAd to the end

Don't Forget Our New Location

mailto:programs@grcameraclub.org
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Continued on next page - See Fry Interview

I am a native Grand Rapidian, born 
here and lived here for most of my life.  
After four years in the US Air Force,
I worked as a data communications 
specialist with AT&T and retired in 
1999.  My job included some travel 
throughout the US, giving me the
opportunity to visit many places in our 
wonderful country. I have been
married nearly 50 years and have three 
beautiful daughters and six wonderful
grandchildren.

Photography has been a hobby of mine 
since I was very young, and to become 
a better photographer, I took several 
photography courses at Grand Rapids 
Community College, mainly black 
and white.  I shot with 35mm, medium 
format, and 4x5 view cameras, and 
developed and printed my photos
using the darkroom I had set up in my 
basement.

intervieW:  roger fry by Greg Ferguson, GRCC Lights & Shadows Editor 

Roger, can you give our GRCC members some background information on yourself?

What made you decide to join GRCC and when?

What kind of photography do you like to do?

I really enjoyed viewing other photographers’ work at my
community college classes.  Several years ago while shopping at 
Arden’s Photo, I saw a flyer with a list of area camera clubs and 
after completing all my photography classes, I joined Grand Rapids 
Camera Club which allows me to continue to see many great
photos.

My favorite subject for photos is landscapes.  My wife, Marge, 
and I enjoy traveling throughout the US, and our bucket list is 
to visit as many National Parks and Monuments as possible. We 
have visited over forty so far. This has allowed me to view and 
photograph some of the most amazing scenery in the world. 



Dues are currently $35 for individuals and $50 for two 
individuals living at the same address. Also, if you 
plan on attending the February banquet, add $5 for 
each member. We also have PayPal available on our 
website for your convenience (a small PayPal
processing fee will be applied).  Click on "Join" tab
to find the PayPal link.
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Spring Buds

Dandelion

Camera Head (near left)

Western Ranch (far left)

What advice can you give others in the club to help them with their photography?

Fry Interview - Continued from previous page

The best advice I can give to anyone who likes to take
photos is to shoot anything that interests you and never be 
afraid or discouraged because you feel your photos don’t 
measure up to others.  Look at photos taken by the best
photographers, and decide what you like about their work, 
and then try to get the same feeling with your work.  Make 
sure you understand the basics of lighting, composition, and 
the operation of your camera -- then experiment.

While taking photography classes, I found one of the most 
helpful activities was the critiquing of my photos by fellow 
classmates and our instructor, Johnathan Russell.  I would 
enjoy seeing one of our Camera Club programs dedicated 
to critiquing photos that our members have submitted (to be 
critiqued).

If you have any changes to your email address or other 
information (such as address, phone number, camera) 
let Christine know at treasurer@grcameraclub.org

Here is an link to a video demonstrating a 3-axis 
gimbal camera stabilizer. Very interesting!

hAve chAnges?

MeMbership dues

giMbAL cAMerA stAbiLizer

mailto:treasurer@grcameraclub.org
https://twitter.com/Rainmaker1973/status/901388452125708289?cn=bWVzc2FnZQ%3D%3D&refsrc=emaillin


The

5

Welcome back from our summer break! For our September 20, 2017 
meeting, Phil Stagg will be back to tantalize us with more images of 
"The Waterfalls of Michigan." Phil last visited GRCC in April 2016 
and it was one of our most popular programs in recent years.  At that 
time, Phil had published the first of four books on the subject. Since his 
last visit he has completed the other three, in addition to a fifth "Best & 
Easiest" book. As before, this promises to be a fabulous program full of 
wonderful images. You won't be disappointed ... except if you can't
attend.  Please be aware that there will be a $5 per person charge for 
guests and non-members to attend this meeting.  As always, GRCC 
members attend free.

“If you seek a pleasant peninsula, look about you.”  Michigan’s motto 
obviously applies to both the lower and the upper peninsulas, but Phil 
Stagg has a special place in his heart for Michigan’s less tamed, more 
rugged peninsula. In his quest to document and photograph Michigan’s 
waterfalls, he has come to love the miles of wilderness, the months of 
bitter cold and drifts of pure white, the raging rivers overflowing with 
spring runoff, wildflowers blanketing the forest floors, the golden carpets 
laid out each October that beckon photographers from near and far.  And 
this is just the journey!  At the end of each hike is one of Michigan’s 
jewels, sometimes a small, intimately viewed cascade, other times a 
thundering display of power.  Join Phil as we visually explore the variety 
of waterfalls found in this great state of Michigan!

Meeting
presentAtion: WAterfALLs of MichigAn 20

Sep.

Wed.
Presented by Phil Stagg

guests Are ALWAys 
WeLcoMe At our 

Meetings. hoWever, 
pLeAse be AWAre 
thAt there is A
$5 guest fee

(cAsh or check)
for non-MeMbers 

to Attend this Meet-
ing becAuse of our 

speciAL speAker.

Phil Stagg

Continued on next page -
See Waterfalls of Michigan

grAce episcopAL church, 1815 hALL st. se, grAnd rApids, Mi

by Jan Lewis,
VP of Programs
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Phil will have all five books available for sale. Prices listed include
tax and he accepts cash, check, and credit card for payment.

Waterfalls of Michigan – Book 1:   $20
Waterfalls of Michigan – Book 2:  $25
Waterfalls of Michigan – Book 3:  $30
Waterfalls of Michigan – Book 4:  $25
Waterfalls of Michigan – The Collection: $30
  
Michigan Waterfall 2018 Calendar:   $15
Michigan Lighthouse 2018 Calendar: $15
Beautiful Michigan 2018 Calendar:   $15
Mackinac Straits 2018 Calendar:  $15

Phil Stagg is based in Cadillac, MI, and has been photographing the beauty of
Michigan for years. He says that, "Due to a lack of visual memory, I have long loved 
photography. It connects me with the past, giving me a sense of history." 
 
Phil and his wife Cindy camped at Tahquamenon Falls on their honeymoon and as a 
family, later on, he would periodically visit a waterfall or two. But in 2008, Phil took a 
picture of Tahquamenon Falls that started him on a quest to visit and photograph all of 
Michigan’s waterfalls. In the process, he decided to make a book that would help
others attempting to do the same thing. As it turned out, one book became four, and 
then a fifth one was added to give a great overview of the best and easiest of
Michigan’s waterfalls.

In addition to his books, he has calendars for sale, and a line of Michigan postcards 
which can be found in numerous gift shops, gas stations, book stores, and pharmacies.  
Phil has been married to his lovely wife Cindy since 1987.  They have 5 children,
3 grandchildren, a cat and a dog!  Phil is the president of Stagg Machine Products,
a full-service CNC and screw-machine shop which he has run for over 30 years.

Phil shoots with Nikon equipment, currently using D810, D800e, and D3s bodies.
For waterfalls he typically uses a Nikon 16-35mm f/4.0 VR and Nikon 28-300mm 
f/3.5-5.6 VR with a B+W Circular Polarizer.  This is mounted on a Kirk L-Bracket with 
a Kirk Ballhead on a RRS (Really Right Stuff) Carbon Fiber Tripod.  Nearly everything 
is shot in manual mode and in raw format.  He processes most images with Adobe 
Lightroom. For traveling through Michigan’s backcountry, he carries a DeLorme
Earthmate GPS.
  
You can find Phil on Facebook on three pages: Michigan Waterfalls,
Waterfalls of Michigan, and Phil Stagg Photography.
His website is www.mifalls.com

WAterfALLs of MichigAn 
Continued from previous page

Phil Stagg

http://www.mifalls.com


I am bringing back the Scavenger Hunt for 2018 (after a year "off"). For those of you who 
are new to the club (and those who have been members even longer), this is a great way to 
get involved, meet some of your fellow members, and get out and shoot!

Here is how it works... Over the next few months GRCC members will form teams of 3-4 
members per team who would like to work together on a photo project. (Sign-up sheets will 
be available starting in at the September meeting.)  The goal is to have at least 4 to 5 teams
(I would encourage you to include someone on your team that you may not know, as well as 
your best photo buddy).  Don't know anyone, but want to participate? Just let me know and 
we will find you a team!
  
The  teams should be formed by our January or February 2018 meeting, and the scavenger
list of about 10 things will be published shortly afterward. They could be actual things like 

our photo scAvenger hunt is bAck for 2018 !!!
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I have been working hard over the summer break to line up program speakers for the coming 
year.  I have listed below what is currently scheduled.  As always, schedules can change,
so be sure to check your Lights and Shadows and the website to confirm the scheduled 
speakers each month.

I am still in the process of scheduling workshops. Stay tuned!
To send me comments and suggestions, go to: programs@grcameraclub.org

2017-18 progrAM scheduLe by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs 

Continued on next page - See Scavenger Hunt

MONTH SPEAKER PROGRAM TITLE

Sep. 20 Phil Stagg Waterfalls of Michigan

Oct. 18 Josh Haas Bird Photography

Nov. 15 Tim Priest Environmental Portraiture

Dec. 13 Mike Schlitt Images of Yosemite

Jan. 17 Mike Mitchell Shooting Tethered

Feb. 21 YEAR END Year End Banquet and Awards

Mar. 21 MINI-PROGRAMS  Mini-Programs

Apr. 11 TBA TBA

May 16 Paul Jendrasiak Event Photography

Jun. 20 Scavenger Hunt Scavenger Hunt Results

2017

2018

http://programs@grcameraclub.org
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a barn or a ladder, but they could be more conceptual like shadows or reflections (similar to 
our monthly competition Assigned Subject).  The idea is to find and photograph these items, 
but not actually collect the item itself, as in a traditional scavenger hunt.
  
Teams will have several months to complete the scavenger list (March through sometime in 
May). This allows the maximum flexibility for the teams to find days when then can meet 
and shoot, or discuss how they are going to photograph the list, as well as choose which 
images they are going to submit.  Meetings can be over coffee, or by email. Teams can 
shoot individually or as a group, on a single day or multiple days. Whatever works for their 
schedules. HOWEVER, the submitted scavenger hunt photos MUST BE TAKEN during 
the challenge time period, and adequately represent all the members of the group. In other 
words, you can't pull an image from your archives that you took 3 years ago on your trip to 
Italy...and all 10 images can't come from the same person.  The teams would submit one
image for each scavenger list item, choosing the ones they collectively deem the best.
So in a 10-item list scenario, each team would submit 10 images.

At our June 2018 meeting we will show the results for all the team submissions as our 
program.  The members attending the meeting will vote on which team they thought most 
creatively completed the scavenger hunt. I hope that I can get donations
again for some prizes that could go to the winning team members. 

Scavenger Hunt - Continued from previous page

techy opportunity to heLp grcc...
becoMe our cLub's digitAL coordinAtor  

Here are the responsibilites of our club's Digital Coordinator position:
• Maintain club competition hardware i.e. laptop, projector, screen, etc.
• Receive competition images from members and respond that images were received.
• Update slides used during monthly competition such as example slide of assigned subject.
• Assist VP of Competition with information related to monthly competitions.
• Setup and teardown of digital equipment at monthly meetings.
• Support of workshops when projection equipment required.

This is a great way to get involved and help the club. Jim Shearer Jr, who is currently the Digital Coordinator,
will be "retiring" from this position at the end of the year, and will help the new person with the transition.

Interested in helping out?
Please contact any of our GRCC Board Members.

Have Questions?



Camera club competitions should be a learning experience for both the competitors and for the 
entire audience. For novices, the educational experience can be an increased awareness of the 
basic issues that comprise good photography. For advanced photographers, the experience can 
further their understanding of how others (most often their peers) view their work.
And for judges it is the knowledge that they have helped accomplish this.
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coMpetition corner by Jeanne Quillan, VP of Competition 

How many of you have judged a photograph before? The short answer is – all of you! I am
confident (with little margin of error) that every one of you judge the images you see during club 
competitions. And anyone with even the slightest bit of interest in photography will look at any
image and decide either they like it or not. Now that you have admitted to that, are you ready to 
take the next step into judging our competitions? Our camera club rates competition as one of the 
most popular activities. The monthly competitions attract members who compete because they 
want to learn. Monthly competitions are only possible because someone is willing to judge the 
entries, knowing in advance that they will disappoint most competitors and please only a few.
Here are a few guidelines:

Judging An Image

• A judge needs to be knowledgeable on technical aspects of photography as well as different 
 “styles” of photography. The true value of artistic work is the message it conveys as a whole.   
 Technique however tells us that the photographer has mastered his/her craft. 
• He/she must be fair and concise. A judge’s opinion is always subjective, but should never
 allow personal biases. All images should be judged equally.

• A judge must recognize creativity and effort when judging the assigned subject, among
  other categories, before evaluating the quality of the image. 
• A judge should be able to recognize images that are merely ordinary, at the same time,
 being receptive to all images.

• A judge must be consistent, so that all images given a certain score can be expected to be of 
 comparable quality. He/she should not succumb to the temptation of changing his/her
 standards midstream. 
• A judge should use the entire scoring scale effectively to differentiate images. 
• A judge should be constructive, encouraging and informative as all members have an
 emotional investment in their work.

• A judge should give an honest opinion and not be afraid to give an image the score it
 deserves. It is not helpful to the competition or the maker if all images receive the same or
 similar score.
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In our May Lights & Shadows this year, I wrote an article “Color Calibration: A Challenge for 
Photographers”. For those of you who now use color calibration, this follow-up article could be of 
interest especially if you use soft proofing for your prints.

Soft proofing for printing is a method to see, on your computer screen, how your image colors will 
look after it has been printed. You use the color profile for your printer with your photo editing 
software such as Lightroom or Photoshop to do the soft proofing.

One day, when I was working on our club projector, I thought that soft proofing might also work 
for our competition images. I played with it for a while and found that it worked quite well. Using 
our projector's color profile and Lightroom or Photoshop, I could see color changes that I might 
expect when my images were projected during our competitions. I compared the soft proofed
image on my computer screen with the projected image and found the colors of both images to be 
extremely close.

In some cases, you will see no difference between your image with soft proofing turned on or off. 
In other cases, you will see subtle to extreme differences. Extreme differences are not common. 
Based on your mindset you can choose to make changes to your image or not enter it at all if the 
differences are too great or unsettling for you.
 
This was not intended to be a “How To” but to make you aware of the opportunity to use soft
proofing for your digital projected images. To try using soft proofing in this way you will need the 
color profile for our projector. I will be happy to send it to you. Drop me an email at
images@grcameraclub.org if you have questions or want a copy of our projector's color profile.

Good shooting, and I am looking forward to seeing
your images in our club competitions!

by Jim Shearer Jr,
GRCC Digital Coordinatorsoft proofing:  your digitAL coMpetition iMAges

by Jeanne Quillan,
VP of Competition 

September ....Insects
October .........Sand Dunes
November .....Autumn
December .....Broken

January .... Effects of Age
March ...... After Dark
April ........ Fences
May ......... Weeds, Reeds & Seeds SUMMER BREAK

September ....Twisted Trees
October .........Country Roads
November .....Nature's Revenge
December .....Too Many to Count

 June .............Feathers

The 2017 and 2018 Assigned Subjects are available on
our website on the Competition Corner page.

A business-card-size list is also available at our meetings.

grcc Assigned subjects

20
17

20
18



The

11

The Image of the Month is chosen by one of our members as the image that appeals to them the most. 
Each month, the honor of choosing the image is assigned to a different GRCC member. This month’s 
favorite image from our June competition was chosen by Joy Hein.

Check out this interesting video by Canon... http://adsoftheworld.com/media/film/canon_perfect_
moments?utm_source=aotw&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=1480

WHY I LIKED IT:
"I was instantly attracted to this image for its lines and 
color. This relatively new, well known Grand Rapids 
architectural feature has been photographed by many of 
us, but not in this way with this treatment. Frequently 
when we see competition prints we are awed by sweep-
ing mountain or seascape panoramas by quaint villages 
or iconic foreign places. We know the maker has gone to 
great lengths and expense to photograph these places. I 
think that is what I thought about when I saw this piece. 
Any of us could have taken it…but we didn’t."
        - Joy

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
"While at DeVos Place during ArtPrize, I was 
looking toward the front of the arena from the 
upper level and had the feeling I was looking at 
infinity. The size of the structure and the flow-
ing lines almost overwhelms the senses.  The 
people in the photo help to give proportion to 
the photo.  I named the photo “Devos Mobius” 
because the curves of the architecture reminded 
me of a Mobius strip, which is similar to the 
symbol for infinity."
        - Roger

june iMAge of the Month

interesting cAnon video Ad

Compiled by Jeanne Quillan

Submitted by Greg Ferguson

Chosen by
Joy Hein

“DeVos Mobius” 
by Roger Fry

http://adsoftheworld.com/media/film/canon_perfect_moments?utm_source=aotw&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=1480 
http://adsoftheworld.com/media/film/canon_perfect_moments?utm_source=aotw&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=1480 
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The panel views can be toggled on or off on both sides, top and bottom of Lightroom. There is a small arrow to 
do so. This can be turned on or off by clicking on that small arrow. If the panel becomes "hidden", click on that 
arrow and it will re-appear.

hiding And shoWing
side pAneLs in LightrooM

tips froM keLLy... by GRCC Member Kelly Walkotten

Kelly lives in the greater
Grand Rapids area and her images 

have been exhibited in many venues 
around West Michigan including 
ArtPrize and Festival of the Arts.

Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com 

ABOUT KELLY WALKOTTEN

Add to your sMArt phone cALendAr noW

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August.  If you have
GRCC news, information or photos for the October Lights & Shadows, please
get these submitted on or BEFORE Wednesday, September 27, 2017.
You can send them to: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

by Greg Ferguson,
Lights & Shadows Editor

27
Sep.

L&S

© Kelly Walkotten 2015-17

http://kellywalkottenphotography.com
mailto:LSNewsEditor%40grcameraclub.org?subject=
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Timed exposure
Steve Port’s

A Bit of Photographic History

Steve Port I have written about the size and weight of cameras used by the masters of old.  I don’t know 
how they did it.  Maybe they spent their spare time in the gym working out, just to carry all 
their stuff.  It must have been close to impossible to shoot stealthy street photographs with 

such a rig.  I imagine lots of folks standing in front 
of the camera asking, “What ya up to with that 
thing?” 

In Oct. 2014, I described a Mediterranean cruise on 
which I opted to use a small, pocketable “bridge” 
camera (Canon G9) to shoot in lieu of my bigger 
DSLR.  I was so happy with the freedom I enjoyed 
that I opted to do it again.  We have just returned 
from a Baltic Sea cruise, originating from London 
and traveling to Belgium, Denmark, Sweden,
Estonia, Russia, Germany, and back to London.  
The advantage of the smaller camera was even 
more apparent this time around.

Weather is always a factor when you travel.  With 
your heart set on specific venues, a driving rainstorm can be a real deal breaker.  No sympa-
thy here because I knew what weather can be in this part of the world, so we were prepared 
with rain wear and umbrellas.  Now if I could only grow two more hands to hold this stuff.  
Luckily for me, my gun bearer (Garnette) often held an umbrella for me while I shot.  The 
somewhat unexpected benefit to all of this was that clouds lend themselves to a less contrasty 
and more even exposure with decent color saturation.  We soldiered on through all sorts of 
wind and rain.  My walking shoes squished and my jeans took forever to dry.

Perhaps my greatest surprise occurred when I realized that there were still certain conditions 
that my only safe option was my trusty iPhone 6 which could be more easily shielded from 
weather.  Also, super claustrophobic, crowded castles, museums, palaces, cathedrals, etc. 
responded extremely well because of the really wide angle lens.  Its panoramic mode also 
captured cityscapes, riverscapes, and ocean views when I could not carry a tripod for my G9.

I am currently in the post processing phase to “polish” my many files.  I enjoy this relaxed 
opportunity to really enjoy what I have captured.  I will post results on my Smugmug site 
when complete.

I still wholeheartedly affirm that “the best camera in the world is the
one you have in your hand” when glorious vistas present themselves.
With that in mind, keep traveling and shooting!
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Here's the link to our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/

by Becky Humes, President and
Social Media CoordinatorWe're on fAcebook - check us out!

visitors Are WeLcoMe to Attend our Meetings!
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Appetizing opportunity to heLp grcc...
becoMe the cLub's refreshMent host  

Regular meetings are held the third Wednesday of the 
month except for February, July and August. Meetings 
start promptly at 7:15 pm (so it's best to arrive by 7:00). 

Here are the responsibilites of our club's Refreshment Host position:
• Make coffee, using the GRCC coffee pot.
• Set up other refreshments such as pop and hot water for tea.
• Receive and arrange snacks or treats on the table.
• Set out plates, napkins and utensils for use with treats.
• Clean up after break time, putting equipment away and collecting trash for pick up by Church custodian.
• After the summer break, encourage members to volunteer to bring a treat on the “Treat Sign Up Sheet”. 
• Send email on the Sunday before meeting to remind volunteers.
• Refreshment host is responsible for the plates, napkins, cups, utensils, coffee, pop, etc.
 Purchased items will be reimbursed by the GRCC.
• Co-ordinate with President for other events such as Award Banquet, Ice Cream Social and December Finger Food Party.
• Host is responsible for storage and transporting of all necessary items to the meetings (coffee pot, paper products, etc).

20
Sep.

Wed.

WednesdAy, septeMber 20, 2017
Grace Episcopal Church

1815 Hall St. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
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guests Are ALWAys WeLcoMe At our Meetings. hoWever, pLeAse be AWAre thAt there is A
$5 guest fee (cAsh or check) for non-MeMbers to Attend the septeMber Meeting becAuse of our speciAL speAker.

This is a great way to get involved and help the club. Caroline Shearer, who is currently the host, will be "retiring" 
from this position at the end of the year, and will help the new host with the transition.

Interested in helping out?
Please contact any of our GRCC Board Members.

Have Questions?

https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/

