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My Last President's Letter

by Diane Durand, GRCC President

Many of our members will travel far and wide over the summer. Some may stay closer to home,
but spend more time out and about enjoying the season. Wherever you go, don’t forget to take your
camera!!
If you are staying close to home, I encourage you to explore all that the area has to offer...
July starts with the Battle Creek Festival of Flight which takes place around the Fourth of July
holiday weekend.
Late July brings the sweltering dog days of summer and the SWMCCC Summer Weekend of
Photography at Hope College July 28-30. This year’s Summer Weekend of Photography has an all
new format and many new speaker and presenters. Registration is already open.
The annual State Games of Michigan will this year be replaced by the State Games of America,
a national sporting competition, and will be held at various venues around Grand Rapids from
August 3-6. The deadline for registration is July 21. If you want to learn how to shoot sporting
events, the best way is to just do it!
Near the end of summer, 28th Street will become the place to be to see cars of all types when the
13th Annual Metro Cruise comes to town. Frames Unlimited will again be hosting the Metro
Cruise Showcase, an automotive based photography exhibit.
As the weather gets hotter, it is the perfect time to head up north or take a trip to the lakeshore to
beat the heat. Our state has so much to offer us as residents, visitors and, especially photographers.
Enjoy the summer. Travel safely. See you all in September.
When I was first elected president it was 2005. The Grand Rapids Camera Club had far fewer members than
it does now. We were planning a fund raising seminar to raise money for the club’s first digital projector. We
were still competing in prints, digital images and slides!! The process of modernizing to digital photography
was not without growing pains. We struggled with rules and definitions and even how and when to end the
slide competition. Together, we have moved the club forward and become a place for showcasing new and
innovative photography. I hope the club continues to update, grow and lead the discussion on new methods
and practices. Although I will no longer be president, I will still be an active member of the club. I look
forward to having more time to enjoy talking with other club members and getting more opportunities to get
out to events with my camera in hand. Thank you for trusting me to lead the club for so long. It has been an
honor and privilege to guide the club through these swiftly changing times.
And congratulations to Becky Humes, our new President-Elect;
I look forward to her leadership as GRCC President!
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The

IMPORTANT - NEW LOCATION

Please Read To The End

GRCC will be meeting again at...
Jun.
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Wed.

Wednesday, June 21, 2017
Grace Episcopal Church
1815 Hall St. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

7:15 pm (best to arrive by 7:00)
The church is located at the corner
of Hall St. and Plymouth Rd. in
East Grand Rapids. It is a few
blocks south of Blodgett Hospital.
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Our meeting room is in the undercroft
(below the Sanctuary) in the lower
level. There are two entrances into the
church from the parking lot. Go to the
smaller one on the right marked as the
Handicap Entrance. There is both an
elevator and stairs at this entrance.
Make your way down to the lower
level. You will need to follow the
hallway, generally to the right and
towards the back of the building to
get to our meeting room. We will have
signs up to direct you to our meeting
space.

R

GRACE
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

28 TH ST

THE CHURCH HAS A SECURITY SYSTEM WITH A CALL BUTTON FOR ENTRY.
This is in operation 24/7. There will be a club member at the Handicap Entrance from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. to
make entry easier when most club members will be arriving. To enter after the meeting begins, you will
need to ring the call button, which will trigger a phone call in our meeting room. We can then "buzz" you
in from that phone. To minimize interruptions to our meeting we ask that members make every attempt
to arrive to our meetings during the time that the entrance is manned. If the buzzer doesn't gain you
entrance please call 616-446-7573.

On June 21, we have a special outside speaker,
so if you bring a guest, there is a $5 fee.

Jan Lewis, VP- Programs
programs@grcameraclub.org
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The

May Meeting at Grace Church
Our May meeting went well at Grace Episcopal Church.
Here are a few photos to show you the inside of our meeting
area. A big thank you to Grace Church!

Photography by Jan Lewis
and Jim Shearer, Jr.

GRCC Hosting Parade Home

WEEKEND VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Grand Rapids Camera Club is sponsoring a home
during the Grand Rapids Home Builders Spring Parade
of Homes.
Our home is #43 at 5864 Montreux Hills Dr., Ada, MI
49301. The builder is KLH Custom Homes LLC.
Stop by and say hello if you are out and about.
The Parade of Homes runs from
Friday, May 26 through Saturday June 10.

We still could use some
weekend volunteers.

If interested, contact Jeanne Quillan at
photobug49@comcast.net.

GRCC Members
Jeanne Quillan and
Caroline Shearer
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The

Jun.

21
Wed.

Meeting
Presentation:

My Journey in Fine Art Photography
Presented by Randy Nyhof

Grace Episcopal Church, 1815 Hall St. SE, Grand Rapids, MI

by Jan Lewis,
VP of Programs

Randy Nyhof's presentation will take us on his journey from painting
on canvas to producing fine art photography. He will share with us
his approach to photography as a medium for making images. Randy
believes "The camera is a tool, much like a paint brush or chisel.
I do not wish to, nor can I reproduce reality. I must be content to
make an interpretation of 'what my eyes see and my mind envisions.'
One learns to look and see within the capabilities that the camera and
the computer can accomplish."
Randy will also share with us how his perspective has developed over
the years to where he is at today. He will also give information on
how and where he sells his images online.
Randy's photographic subject interests include landscapes, seascapes,
wildlife, people, fine art, abstracts, surreal, fantasy and digital
compositing. Randy has been involved with different aspects of
photography both commercially and artistically for more than 40
years. Initially he focused on producing fine art images, along with
his painting and printmaking. Eventually he became involved in
commercial, wedding, and senior and family portrait photography, as
well as producing underclass and elementary school photographs.

Randy Nyhof

Guests are always
welcome at our
meetings. however,
please be aware
that there is a
$5 guest fee
(cash or check)
for non-members
to attend this meeting because of our
special speaker.

Inspired by the development in digital technology, Randy returned to producing fine art images, and
subsequently has entered regional, national and international art shows and contests. He has been
presented with a variety of awards and his works have been published in numerous publications,
including Popular Photography, Photo Life, B&W/Color Magazine, Focus Magazine, Photoforum’s
Best of Photography and Trierenberg Super Circuit of Austria.

You can find Randy online at:
www.randynyhofphotography.com www.randynyhofphotos.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/randynyhof
Twitter: www.twitter.com/randynyhof1

Jan Lewis VP- Programs
programs@grcameraclub.org
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The

Your Comments and Suggestions

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

I thank all of you for your faith in me as your Programming VP the past two years. I look
forward to my next term. I will be working hard over our summer break lining up speakers,
programs, workshops, and field trips for the 2017-18 meeting year. I welcome any
comments or suggestions. You can reach me by email at programs@grcameraclub.org .
Have a great summer! Wishing you good light and great fun.

Our May Field Trip to Ody Brook
We had a small turnout for the field trip to Ranger Steve' s Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary.
Weather was lovely, albeit a bit windy. Those in attendance had a great time photographing
the wildflowers that were in bloom. Thank you so much to Ranger Steve for opening his
place up to us and giving us the grand tour, and to Karen for the delicious cookies!

Photos provided
by Jan Lewis
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The

Competition Corner

by Jeanne Quillan, VP of Competition

Assigned Subjects For 2018

Each year, I look forward to a new selection of assigned subjects. These topics were suggested by and voted on by our members.
These are the 9 that received the most votes along with a description of each. They are fresh and ready to go in time for your
Summer and Fall travels.
January - Effects Of Age
A person, place or thing showing decline with the passage of time.
March - After Dark
Use your imagination here - any image taken between the hours of sundown and sunrise, showing
the effects that darkness has on photography as well as things that are seen only after sunset.
April – Fences
A structure serving as an enclosure, a barrier or a boundary intended to prevent escape or intrusion.
May - Weeds, Reeds and Seeds
Any of various tall grasses that grow especially in wet areas; grains of plants used for sowing; or
plants that are not valued or wanted where they are growing.
June – Feathers
Light flat growths forming the plumage on birds. Your call - shoot your feathers still on the bird, or
show them used in another creative way.
September - Insects
Any of the numerous small invertebrate animals in a class (insecta) of arthropods with head, thorax,
and abdomen, three pairs of legs and typically one or two pairs of wings.
October - Sand Dunes
A hill or ridge of sand piled up by the wind.
November – Autumn
Any image that portrays the colors, events or activities of the fall season.
December – Broken
Shattered, damaged or altered. Violently separated into parts.

GRCC Assigned Subjects for 2017
SUMMER BREAK
June...............Geometric

September.....Twisted Trees
October..........Country Roads
November......Nature's Revenge
December......Too Many to Count

The 2017 Assigned Subjects are available on our website on the Competition Corner page.
A business-card-size list is also available at our meetings.
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The

May Image of the Month

Compiled by Jeanne Quillan

The Image of the Month is chosen by one of our members as the image that appeals to them the
most. Each month, the honor of choosing the image is assigned to a different GRCC
member. This month’s favorite image was chosen by Judy Hooyenga.

“A Man and his Dog”
by Roger Fry
Chosen by
Judy Hooyenga

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
"While on our trip to Arizona we visited Jerome, Arizona.
When the gold and copper deposits dwindled in Jerome, it
became a veritable ghost town. Now the population is up to
over 400. I was walking down the main street, and saw this
gentleman with his dog. I spoke to him and took this photo.
Originally in color, it did not portray the feeling I had, that
of a dark emptiness. I think by removing color from the
picture, it helped to focus on the subject’s emotional state.
I believe with this black and white photo you see the
subject’s face and read his eyes without distraction."
- Roger

WHY I LIKED IT:
"The man in this image looked right at me
when he appeared on the screen. I can imagine
his thoughts as he looked at the photographer,
perhaps unhappy to be disturbed? Even his
dog is alert, looking at the stranger entering his
territory. I like the framing of the image, with
the subject offset, enhancing the feeling that the
man was alone until the photographer appeared.
Presenting the image in monochrome enhances
the mood. "
-Judy

Add To Your Smart Phone Calendar Now
Aug.

25
L&S

by Greg Ferguson,
Lights & Shadows Editor

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August. If you have GRCC
news, information or photos for the September Lights & Shadows, please
get these submitted on or BEFORE Friday, August 25, 2017.
You can send them to: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org
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The

Tips From Kelly...

by GRCC Member Kelly Walkotten

Enhancing Blue Skies in Lightroom

ABOUT KELLY WALKOTTEN
Kelly lives in the greater
Grand Rapids area and her images
have been exhibited in many venues
around West Michigan including
ArtPrize and Festival of the Arts.
Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com

The Graduated Filter allows you to recreate the look of a neutral density filter.
Click on the
Graduated
Filter tool. It
will open a
set of options.
Click on the
Exposure from
the Effect
pop-up menu
and drag the
exposure down
(left) to about
-1.22 .

Hold down the Shift key (to drag in a straight line)
and click on the top center of your picture. Drag down
to desired area.

The Edit pin shows where the center of the Gradient is. You can reposition you gradient by clicking on the pin
and dragging up or down. Other effects can be added such as saturation or darkening down more by clicking
on the Custom and choosing the desired effect.

If you have
a grey sky
you can click
on the Color
swatch and
chose the
desired blue.

The Gradient
can be deleted
by clicking on
the Pin and
hitting the
delete button
on your key
board.
© Kelly Walkotten 2015-17
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The

Steve Port’s

Timed Exposure
A Bit of Photographic History

Steve Port

We were visiting the North Carolina Museum of Art this spring when I saw this old painting by one of the “Dutch Masters” (sorry, I forget which one). It called to me from across
the gallery to come closer and see, really see it. These painters are famous for their special
lighting that draws in the eye and the brain to exactly what they want you to focus on. Never
an accident, you are forced to
participate in their vision.
Hmmmm, involuntary immersion in a medium of art.
Interesting maybe because it
embodies what I am aiming
for when I shoot a photograph.
Love it or hate it, but never,
never ignore it. I want it to
reach inside your head and
tickle something, anything.
What good are photographs
without an observer?
Note to self: “How can I draw attention to my work?” Maybe, take a lesson from the Dutch
Masters. I first see something that grabs me. Quickly my eye and brain isolate the subject,
focus perfectly, get the lighting right, arrange the composition to fit into a camera, analyze
the color, and then send a command to my itchy trigger finger to fire! Now everybody else
will love my photo, …. or not. “What happened?” I ask. They don’t seem to see what I
saw. Can’t they read my mind? No, they can’t, nor will they ever. The Masters would ask,
“What is your subject?” “Where did that extraneous stuff come from?” “How come your
subject is in the dark?” “What’s that, a beer can in the corner?” “Why do these trees have a
sick yellow cast?” “Why is this bear next to a car in the deep woods?”
Look again at this painting. In the upper right is soldier carrying a torch. Fire, nothing
jumps out like fire! Why does this torch not dominate the lighting? Answer, the artist
didn’t want it to (be dominating) so he didn’t emphasize it. In fact, the only items that do
pop are the ones he decided were important enough to show.
How did they do it? How do we do it? Virtually the same. Front the important stuff either
in camera (all you perfect naturals) or work it out in post. Doesn’t matter.
Show them your vision, your story, and what’s in your head,
and nothing else.
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Board Minutes Are
On GRCC Website
The minutes for our GRCC Board
meetings are found on our website at:
http://grcameraclub.org/resources/
documents-forms

Thanks For The Treats

by Caroline Shearer,
GRCC Treat Coordinator

Thanks for bringing in treats for our May
meeting: Jan Lewis, Ruth Ann Rosenberg
and Christine Darnell.

by Kathy Kendall,
GRCC Secretary

Visitors are Welcome to
Attend our Meetings!
Jun.

Wednesday, June 21, 2017
Grace Episcopal Church
1815 Hall St. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

LAK

BELTLINE

Wed.

NEW LOCATION
FULLER

21

There is a sign-up sheet on one of the
tables if you would like to bring in a
treat for an upcoming meeting.

ED

HALL ST

R

O

PLYMOUTH

AZO

LAM

KA

GRACE
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

28 TH ST

Regular meetings are held the third Wednesday of the
month except for February, July and August. Meetings
start promptly at 7:15 pm (so it's best to arrive by 7:00).

Guests are always welcome at our meetings. however, please be aware that there is a
$5 guest fee (cash or check) for non-members to attend the June meeting because of our special speaker.

We're on Facebook - Check Us Out!

Graphic Design Services provided by Greg Ferguson at GV Graphics

Treat Sign-Up Sheet

by Becky Humes,
GRCC's Social Media Coordinator

Here's the link to our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/
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