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IMPORTANT - NEW LOCATION

Please Read To The End

GRCC will be meeting at a new
location in May and June.
May

17
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Jun.

21
Wed.

Wednesday, May 17, 2017
Grace Episcopal Church
1815 Hall St. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

Wednesday, June 21, 2017
The church is located at the corner
of Hall St. and Plymouth Rd. in
East Grand Rapids. It is a few
blocks south of Blodgett Hospital.
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Our meeting room is in the undercroft
(below the Sanctuary) in the lower
level. There are two entrances into the
church from the parking lot. Go to the
smaller one on the right marked as the
Handicap Entrance. There is both an
elevator and stairs at this entrance.
Make your way down to the lower
level. You will need to follow the
hallway, generally to the right and
towards the back of the building to
get to our meeting room. We will have
signs up to direct you to our meeting
space.

R

GRACE
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CHURCH

28 TH ST

THE CHURCH HAS A SECURITY SYSTEM WITH A CALL BUTTON FOR ENTRY.
This is in operation 24/7. There will be a club member at the Handicap Entrance from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. to
make entry easier when most club members will be arriving. To enter after the meeting begins, you will
need to ring the call button, which will trigger a phone call in our meeting room. We can then "buzz" you
in from that phone. To minimize interruptions to our meeting we ask that members make every attempt
to arrive to our meetings during the time that the entrance is manned. If the buzzer doesn't gain you
entrance please call 616-446-7573.

On May 17, we have a special outside speaker,
so if you bring a guest, there is a $5 fee.

Jan Lewis, VP- Programs
programs@grcameraclub.org
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Color Calibration: a Challenge for Photographers

by Jim Shearer Jr,
GRCC Digital Coordinator

After our monthly competitions, how often have you heard or said “That doesn’t look like my image! It
was too bright or too dark or the color was wrong”. I will try to help those people “be happy.” Read on…
When we first introduced our new print viewer several years ago, we provided information in our GRCC
Membership Manual regarding the color temperature and brightness of the viewer. That information
allowed those who wanted to set up a similar environment at home to see what their prints will look like
in our monthly club competitions. We would like to provide similar information for our digital projector
so that you can expect to see the same image brightness and color on our projection screen that you see at
home on your monitor. That is the intent of this article.
Our color calibrated system is set up to meet the PSA, Photographic Society of America, Exhibition
Standards. Using a handheld reflected light meter or an in-camera light meter, the brightness of a pure
white image is measured on our projection screen. The measured brightness of this image is adjusted
using the projector brightness control to an EV, Exposure Value, of 10.
Our system comprising of our notebook computer, HDMI or USB-C to VGA adapter, projector and
projection screen is color calibrated using an X-Rite i1Display Pro colorimeter. These are the parameters
that are set during the calibration process and the values that we use for our system. Results of the
calibration process are shown in the right column.
Parameters
Luminance (Brightness)
Black Luminance
Contrast Ratio
White Point
Tonal Response Curve
Gamma
1.
2.
		
		

Parameter Settings
120 cd/m2
Minimum
Native
D65 (6,500O Kelvin)
Standard
2.2

Club Results
117 cd/m2
0.303 cd/m2
387:1
6,520O Kelvin
Graph
NA

cd/m2 is candela/meter2 and 120 cd/m2 is equivalent to an EV of 9.91 which is very close to EV 10.
Contrast Ratio is calculated and equal to White Luminance divided by Black Luminance. White Luminance
is the measured Luminance value of a white image (RGB is 255,255,255). Black Luminance is the
measured Luminance value of a black image (RGB is 0,0,0). A higher contrast ratio is better.

My premise for this article is that, if you set your computer and monitor at home to these same or nearly
same parameters, your edited images that you see on your monitor will look the same on the club’s projection screen. I would hope this is what you are striving for.
Those of you that do color calibration should be familiar with the parameters in the table above. Using
these parameters for your color calibration will give you the best opportunity for the images you see at
home to match what you see on our projection screen.
Continued on next page - See COLOR CALIBRATION
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COLOR CALIBRATION - Continued from previous page

Those of you who do not color calibrate should. The club highly recommends calibrating your
system. There are many calibrators on the market ranging in price from $100 on up. The X-Rite
i1Display Pro, which I use, runs about $228.
Even if you don’t want to purchase a colorimeter you can still set the brightness of your home display
to match our projection screen using the light meter built into your camera and a white
image that you can create in your photo editing software. The white image will have RGB values of
255,255,255 when you create it. This image should be on your monitor when making the brightness
measurement and fill as much of the screen as possible.
To make the measurement, set your camera in manual mode with an ISO value of 200 and a shutter
speed of 1/60th of a second. Setting the camera metering system to spot mode if available is good
also. Make sure your exposure compensation setting on your camera is set to “0”. Pointing your
camera at the white image on your monitor, change your F-stop until you achieve correct exposure
as indicated by your cameras exposure meter. Be sure you are close enough to the monitor that your
camera viewfinder is filled with the white image. Using the table below, read the brightness value
based on the F-stop you used to achieve correct exposure as described above.
EV
11.0
10.0
9.5
9.0

F-stop
f8
f 5.6
f 4.6
f4

From the table, for an F-stop of f 5.6, your brightness would be EV 10 or about 120 cd/m2. To change
your monitor brightness, use the brightness control provided in your monitor and measure again. Do this
until you have achieved your desired EV.
My computer and monitor at home are color calibrated with parameters presented here. This works very
well for me. Please let me know if the article was helpful and how it works for you at
images@grcameraclub.org.
Now for the disclaimer! I have found that color calibrating your system is a good thing no matter what
and the results will be much better than a non-calibrated system. However, your results will depend on
the quality of your monitor. My experience has been that the less expensive monitors will not display the
colors as accurately as a more expensive monitor. Just for your information, my monitors are Dell UltraSharp 24” U2412Ms. I have three of them. Dual monitors on one system and a single monitor on another.
They calibrate and color match each other very well at a cost of about $280 per monitor. They also color
match the club’s projector. What more could I ask for.
Good shooting, and I am looking forward to seeing your images in our club competitions!
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17
Wed.

Meeting
Presentation:

How toPresented
Growby Wayne
as a Photographer
Richard Pope

Grace Episcopal Church, 1815 Hall St. SE, Grand Rapids, MI

by Jan Lewis,
VP of Programs

Are you dealing with creative burnout? Do you find you are photographing the same things over and over? Don't know how to tackle
that assigned subject and make a creative and compelling image?
Our May 17th meeting may be just the medicine you need!
Wayne R. Pope will give us some tips and ideas on "How to Grow
as a Photographer." He will cover how to energize your creativity,
how to advance your skill levels, learning to see as a painter,
sculptor or writer, and dealing with bad habits and clichés. He will
also address how to assess your strengths and weaknesses, learning
how to become a better judge of your own work, how your peers
can help you grow, and how the "masters" can inspire your growth.
Hopefully you will leave this meeting with some new tools to keep
you and your photographic skills evolving and growing.

Guests are always
welcome at our
meetings. however,
please be aware
that there is a
$5 guest fee
(cash or check)
for non-members
to attend this meeting because of our
special speaker.

Wayne R. Pope is an adjunct photography instructor at Lansing
Community College and has taught there for 15 years. He and his
wife, Melinda, live in nearby East Lansing. Wayne has a BS Degree
in Biology from Michigan State University. He is a professional
freelance nature writer and outdoor photographer for magazines and
newspapers. Wayne was Photographer Artist-in-Residence for
Glen Arbor Artists Association during the summer of 2008. Check
his website or Facebook page for classes, workshops, and trips he
leads or teaches. He uses Canon and Nikon equipment.
Jan Lewis VP- Programs
programs@grcameraclub.org
May

6

Sat.

GRCC Photography Field Trip

Come Smell the Flowers

Saturday, May 6, 2017 - 8am-Noon
Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary
13010 Northland Dr., Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Cost:

Free for
GRCC Members

The Details: On Saturday, May 6, 2017, from 8 a.m. - about noon, GRCC

will hold a half-day field trip/nature walk and photography expedition at
Ranger Steve Mueller's Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr,
Cedar Springs, MI 49319. Feel free to come later or leave earlier than the
8 a.m.- noon time.
Continued on next page - See FIELD TRIP
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FIELD TRIP - Continued from previous page

Ranger Steve's property is criss-crossed with trails and is home to more than 250 plant species, 24
mammal, 11 herps, 51 butterflies, and over 100 bird species. The wildflowers should be at peak at
this time. Large patches of Large-flowered Trilliums and Nodding Trillium will be blooming.
Jack in the Pulpits, Sharp-lobed Hepaticas, Mayapples, Wild Ginger, Narrow-leaved Spring
Beauties, Trout Lilies, and a variety of Violets should also be abundant. Interpretive signage lines
the 1.5 miles of trails. Ranger Steve will give us an overview and you will have an opportunity to
photograph the beauty of nature in his backyard.
Bring your camera (macro lenses are best for close up images of flowers, but 18-135mm, or even
70-200mm zooms can also be a good choice, even better if they have a macro capabilities), a
tripod, and a cable release if you have one. You may want your flash for fill. There can be low light
or lots of shadows in the forest! Also recommended is a plastic garbage bag to kneel or sit on. The
ground can be wet in the spring! Mosquito repellant is also highly recommended.

Directions to Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary:
From Grand Rapids: Drive north on US 131 to exit 101 (M-57). Exit and turn
east (right), travel about one mile to the traffic signal and turn north (left) onto
Northland Drive. Travel north 1.75 miles and park at V&V Nursery west of the
road just north of the bridge over Little Cedar Creek.

2017 Program/Workshop Schedule

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

Here's our program speakers for the upcoming coming meetings Listed below are those
currently scheduled. Remember, schedules can change, so be sure to check your Lights and
Shadows and our website (www.grcameraclub.org) to confirm the scheduled speakers each
month.

Programs

MONTH

SPEAKER

PROGRAM TITLE or SUBJECT

May 17

Wayne Pope

How to Grow as a Photographer

June 21

Randall Nyhof

Perspectives on Fine Art Photography

Workshops
MONTH

SPEAKER

May 6		

WORKSHOP TITLE or SUBJECT
Field Trip to Ranger Steve's Odybrook Nature Preserve
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Interview: Gert Wallis

by Greg Ferguson, GRCC Lights & Shadows Editor

Gert, can you give our GRCC members some background information on yourself?
I am a software engineer who was born in South Africa and moved to the US in
1994. I bought my first digital SLR in 2003, and joined the Muskegon Camera
Club (I was very active in the club until its demise a couple of years ago).
What made you decide to join GRCC and when?
I joined the Grand Rapids Camera Club this year after visiting many times.
My intent is to participate in competitions and meet new people.
What kind of photography do you like to do?
In the late 90's I was very excited in capturing lightning on the lakeshore, but
have enjoyed nearly every genre of photography. I have a home studio where I've
dabbled in portraiture and conceptual photography. I love sitting in blinds
capturing nature unfolding, and hate dealing with mother-in-laws at weddings.
What advice can you give others in the club to help them with their photography?
My advice has three basic points:
1. You have to understand and know how to use
the technical capabilities of your equipment.
(I still don't know how to use the autofocus
on my new camera).
2. Understand the basic rules of composition
and design, and then incorporate them into
your own photography as you develop your
own eye and style.
3. Find examples of scenes and images you
want to capture and try to emulate them.
It is only by doing that you become better.
Flame Show
Continued on next page - See WALLIS INTERVIEW
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WALLIS INTERVIEW - Continued from previous page
What are some of the things you would like to see done within the club?
The club has to embrace the new world the Internet has provided. There are new
and exciting ways to share and form communities around our shared passion.
Members have to overcome the perception that their images are going to be stolen
when they put them on the Internet. Compared to the rest of the world our images are just not that good.

Farmhouse Entrance

Lion Eye

Lake Superior Rainbow

Lighthouse Lightning

"I prefer not to use watermarks;
they are distracting, and in my humble opinion,
they serve no practical purpose."
-Gert Wallis
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Spring Has Sprung

by Diane Durand, GRCC President

The flowers have blossomed and spring is here.
Many of you will be returning to the great outdoors
to enjoy your photography. Horses will run for the
roses in Kentucky, photographers will run for the
tulips in Holland. The number of events and venues
for photography will increase almost daily. Spring
brings changes in weather and many other things.
This May brings a change in our meeting place. We will be meeting at Grace Episcopal Church for
the May and June meetings. This is a trial for us as well as the church. If all parties are agreed, we
may move our meetings there for the foreseeable future since the Boy Scouts room will be under
construction. We continue to search for the perfect meeting place. So, if you have any ideas for us to
investigate, please let one of the board members know so we can check all of our options.
May is also the time for our annual elections. I have been proud to have lead the club for so long, but
I feel it is time for a change. I have decided not to run again for president. I have been the president
for twelve years and was the secretary for one term prior to being elected president. That’s fourteen
years as an officer for the club. I have other responsibilities that are requiring more of my time and
so I must give them more attention. However, I will not disappear from club meetings, or even board
meetings. I will serve a two-year term as past president to
help smooth the transition for the new president. And, I will
certainly continue to attend monthly club meetings as well.
The club depends on the board members to express
different opinions and help guide the discussion of the
issues that are on the minds of club members. The board is
here to serve the club members, to answer your questions,
address your concerns and meet your needs. We need your
support. Please take the time to vote in the May election.
If you are unable to attend the regular meeting and would
like an absentee ballot, please contact me by phone or
e-mail. I will be happy to provide you with a ballot and
instructions to make sure your vote is counted. I look
forward to seeing most of you at the May meeting.
Thank you to those of you who have become more active in
the club and taken some of the burden from the small group
who always volunteer. And, a special thank you to those of
you who have volunteered for years and continue to do so.
Your efforts have not gone unnoticed or unappreciated.
Photography by Diane Durand: Lilypad Petals (top) and Purple Posey (at right) pulled from image.

8

The

Competition Corner

by Jeanne Quillan, VP of Competition

Scoring Your Competition Images
Most of you who are regulars at meetings know we have been testing a new scoring system, and
will continue through the end of the year. What do you think? Both the March and April competitions have used the new scoring. Do you think it has improved the scores? Do you think the
scores have been fair – more or less so? My observation is that the scores have been a point or
two higher overall. This scoring system gives the judges a little more latitude – more numbers to
use in deciding what the final score of an image should be.
When using this system, judges should still be careful not to judge an “average” or poor image
too high. A judge must be honest. A judge giving an inflated “feel good” score should realize that
his or her unwillingness to give a low score often results in the deflation of another maker whose
work deserved the higher score.
There are two documents on our grcameraclub.org website that explain in detail our competition,
scoring and judging. These carry a wealth of information about how images are scored. These
documents are found on the “Resources” page. The Membership Manual will explain the new
scoring system. Also be sure to look at “Judging Guidelines”. It explains the scoring system as
well and how judges should be looking at your images.
And please email me your opinions at competition1@grcameraclub.org or
photobug49@comcast.net. What you think is most important in deciding if we are taking the
right path regarding our competitions.

Assigned Subjects For 2018
Thank you to all of you who suggested assigned subjects and who voted on their favorites at the
April meeting. The board will be selecting the final choices at the next board meeting based on
the ones getting the highest votes. In the interest of diversity, if there are any chosen that have
been used recently we may opt to make a 2nd choice. The final list will be available at the May
meeting. I always am excited to see what I have to work on over the summer!

GRCC Assigned Subjects for 2017
May...............Street Scenes
June...............Geometric

SUMMER BREAK

September.....Twisted Trees
October..........Country Roads
November......Nature's Revenge
December......Too Many to Count

The 2017 Assigned Subjects are available on our website on the Competition Corner page.
A business-card-size list is also available at our meetings.
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April Image of the Month
The Image of the Month is chosen by one of our members as the image that appeals to them the
most. Each month, the honor of choosing the image is assigned to a different GRCC
member. This month’s favorite image was chosen by Steve Port.

“Soul Searching Eyes”
by Jan Lewis

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
"I took this image of a Colobus Monkey at John Ball Zoo
a few years ago. This was one of their older enclosures
which is behind chain link fence, which generally doesn’t
make for a very good image. Sometimes, if a zoo animal
is far enough away from the fence, you can shoot through
the fence and a shallow DOF renders the fence invisible.
Not in this case! The monkey was right up against the
fence, so I positioned myself so that his eyes were in full
view and in focus and let those soulful eyes tell the story
of his life behind bars."
- Jan

May

27

Mark Your Calendars

Chosen by
Steve Port

WHY I LIKED IT:
"Why I liked it: Usually, animals in
captivity are surrounded by fencing that
often frustrates a photographer’s attempt to
capture an impactful image. Jan overcame
this issue by framing the face of her subject
through one of the openings in the chain
link fence. In addition, her use of monochrome gave it a subtle “minimalistic”
flavor. This might not be your everyday
“club shot” but I liked it."
- Steve

by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August. If you have GRCC
news, information or photos for the June Lights & Shadows, please
get these submitted on or BEFORE Saturday, May 27, 2017.
You can send them to: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org
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Tips From Kelly...

by GRCC Member Kelly Walkotten

Enhancing Blue Skies in Lightroom

ABOUT KELLY WALKOTTEN
Kelly lives in the greater
Grand Rapids area and her images
have been exhibited in many venues
around West Michigan including
ArtPrize and Festival of the Arts.
Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com

The Color control in Lightroom allows you to adjust the Hue, Saturation, and Luminance of individual color
tones. It is a powerful tool for selective color adjustments.
Open the Tone Curve area.

Click on the Color.
Adjust the Hue slider,
the Saturation slider,
and the Luminance
sliders as desired. I
find that moving the
Luminance slider left
adds great punch to
the sky.

Each Color has its own Hue, Saturation, and Luminance sliders.
For skies, I typically use the Aqua and Blue sliders. You can
work on any color in your photo.
Part 2
USING THE
GRADIENT
TOOL
will be
included
in the
June issue
of our
Lights &
Shadows.

© Kelly Walkotten 2016-17
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Attend our Meetings!
May

Grace Episcopal Church
1815 Hall St. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
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Regular meetings are held the third Wednesday of the
month except for February, July and August. Meetings
start promptly at 7:15 pm (so it's best to arrive by 7:00).

Guests are always welcome at our meetings. however, please be aware that there is a
$5 guest fee (cash or check) for non-members to attend this meeting because of our special speaker.

Have Changes?
If you have any changes to your
email address or other information
(such as address, phone number
and camera) let me (Christine)
know. This will help me keep our
member list up-to-date. My email
is treasurer@grcameraclub.org

Treat Sign-Up Sheet
There is a sign-up sheet on one of the
tables if you would like to bring in a
treat for an upcoming meeting.

GRCC Dues Reminder

Graphic Design Services provided by Greg Ferguson at GV Graphics

The

by Christine Mooney,
GRCC Treasurer

Dues have increased a little for 2017.
Dues are now $35 for individuals and $50 for
two individuals living at the same address.
We also have PayPal available on our Grand
Rapids Camera Club website for your
convenience (a small PayPal processing
fee will be applied).
Click on "Join" to find the PayPal link.

Thanks For The Treats

by Caroline Shearer,
GRCC Treat Coordinator

Thanks for bringing in treats for
our April meeting: Larry Steiner,
Diane Charvat and Kathy Kendall.

We're on Facebook - Check Us Out!

by Becky Humes,
GRCC's Social Media Coordinator

Here's the link to our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/
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WorkShoots Revisited

by Dave Whitson, GRCC Member

WorkShoots re-opened its doors on March 13, 2017, and held a Grand Opening Social on
Saturday, March 25, 2017. Several photographers and a couple of models enjoyed the snacks,
soft drinks, champagne, and cake. Memberships have been steadily growing and the Studio
has been used about 40 times by many photographers in its first seven weeks. There have been
several baby shoots, family shoots, and model shoots, so far.
The facility is about 98% complete with a few minor things to be completed, such as additional
shelving for props. Also in the plans is the addition of air-conditioning in the near future.
The studio has two large (about 8’x 9’) dressing rooms, each with 3’ high by 5’ wide wall
mounted mirrors over 5’ counters. There are six power outlets at each end of each of the mirrors.
A 4’ wide clothes rack with a shelf runs along one wall of each room and there are full-length
mirrors on the back of the doors.
WorkShoots has about a dozen White Lightning strobes mounted on light stands (with casters)
and each holds a soft-box-light modifier. Each strobe has a wireless receiver mounted on it and
two wireless transmitters are on a center column in plain sight. Additional transceivers are available in a storage drawer.
There are 7 “hard wall” shooting areas with different backgrounds. They are a 10’ x 12’ flat
black corner, 18’ wide seamless white background, 16’ wide distressed brick, 14’ wide white
painted brick, 6’ wide red fire door, 16’ wide industrial window wall, 16’ wide industrial window
wall with each pane painted differently (creating colorful reflections on the wood floor on sunny
days), along with nine rolls of painted muslin backgrounds in 3 separate areas. Plenty of variety
in backgrounds.
WorkShoots pricing ranges for $45 per hour for non members to a low of $16 per hour for members who opt for annual payment of the maximum plan. Memberships are available on a monthly
basis and an annual basis, each in three levels. A plan for everyone. Unused hours roll over to
the next month/year as long as membership is maintained. Refer to the WorkShoots website for
more information. (worksheets.com)
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