
April 2017      Vol.118  No. 4     www.GrCAmerAClub.orG

The DeTails: On Saturday, May 6, 2017, from 8 a.m. - about noon, GRCC 
will hold a half-day field trip/nature walk and photography expedition at 
Ranger Steve Mueller's Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr, 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319. Feel free to come later or leave earlier than the
8 a.m.- noon time.

Ranger Steve's property is criss-crossed with trails and is home to more 
than 250 plant species, 24 mammal, 11 herps, 51 butterflies, and over 100 
bird species. The wildflowers should be at peak at this time.  Large patches 
of Large-flowered Trilliums and Nodding Trillium will be blooming. 
Jack-in- Pulpit, Sharp-lobed hepaticas, May-apple, Wild Ginger, Narrow-
leaved Spring Beauties, Trout Lilies, and a variety of violets should also 
be abundant. Interpretive signage lines the 1.5 miles of trails. Ranger Steve 
will give us an overview and you will have an opportunity to photograph 
the beauty of nature in his backyard. 
Bring your camera  (macro lenses are best for close up images of flowers, 
but 18-135mm, or even 70-200mm zooms can also be a good choice, even 
better if they have a macro capabilities), a tripod, and a cable release if you 
have one. You may want your flash for fill. There can be low light or lots of 
shadows in the forest! Also recommended is a plastic garbage bag to kneel 
or sit on. The ground can be wet in the spring! Mosquito repellant is also 
highly recommended.

GRCC PhoToGRaPhy FielD TRiP

saTuRDay, May 6, 2017 - 8aM-NooN
oDy BRook NaTuRe saNCTuaRy

13010 NoRThlaND DR., CeDaR sPRiNGs, Mi 49319

Come Smell the Flowers at
Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs 
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Ranger Steve showing one of the 
natural wildflowers that one can 

find and photograph.

All photos by Ranger Steve,
except Nodding Trillium

by Jan Lewis (directly above).    Continued on next page - See ODY BROOK
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From Grand Rapids: Drive north on US 131 to 
exit 101 (M-57). Exit and turn east (right), travel 
about one mile to the traffic signal and turn north 
(left) onto Northland Drive. Travel north 1.75 
miles and park at V&V Nursery west of the road 
just north of the bridge over Little CedarCreek.

DiReCTioNs To oDy BRook NaTuRe saNCTuaRy:



Ody Brook is located east of the road in the woods. Use the 13010 driveway (just south of the guard-
rail and creek) for limited handicap parking. One can also drive north on the East Beltline from Grand 
Rapids to Ody Brook. The road name changes to Northland Drive but it is the same road as the East 
Beltline. 
From West or North: Drive east to US 131 from Muskegon or south on US 131 from Big Rapids.
Use Exit 104 and proceed east to the Cedar Spring Traffic light one mile east on 17 Mile road.
Turn right at the light and travel 1.5 miles south to V&V Nursery to park.
The sanctuary is across the road. 

MeeTiNG
PReseNTaTioN:     15 MiNuTes To youR BesT PRiNT ResulTs 
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Our April 19, 2017 program will be a Color Management presentation by Bruce Wright from 
Grand Rapids-based X-Rite, Inc.
Almost every who has ever taken a photo and then printed it has experienced some "surprises" 
coming back from the print lab or from their home printer. Likewise, we sometimes see
differences between how our images appear on our computer screens versus how they appear 
on the club projector. Bruce will show you how to avoid the time and costs involved in getting a 
predictable result.

Jan Lewis
VP- Programs
programs@grcameraclub.org

by Jan Lewis,
VP of Programs

19
Apr.

Wed.

ODY BROOK - Continued from previous page

Bruce Wright is a Technical Support Specialist (Imaging) for Grand 
Rapids based X-Rite, Inc., manufacturer of color management tools 
and software. He has worked for X-Rite for 10 years. Originally from 
Southern Ontario, Bruce says "I am not a photographer (nor do I
pretend to be), but I speak with photographers of all skill levels on a 
daily basis in my role in technical support at X-Rite/Pantone."
Bruce lives in Eastown, and has three children, two dogs, and three 
Volvos. When not working using cutting-edge digital technology,
he likes to work with analog tools.

Guests are always welcome at our meetings, however, please be aware that there is
a $5 guest fee (cash or check) for non-members to attend this meeting.



Here's our program speakers for the upcoming coming meetings  Listed below are those 
currently scheduled.  Remember, schedules can change, so be sure to check your Lights and 
Shadows and our website (www.grcameraclub.org) to confirm the scheduled speakers each 
month.

2017 PRoGRaM/WoRkshoP sCheDule by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs 

MONTH SPEAKER PROGRAM TITLE or SUBJECT

April 19 Bruce Wright - X-Rite Color Management; 15 mins. to your best print results

May 17 Wayne Pope How to Grow as a Photographer

June 21 Randall Nyhof Perspectives on Fine Art Photography

PRoGRaMs

The
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Thank you to everyone who took the time to put together a digital slide show for our annual
Mini-Program Extravaganza. We had a total of seven programs, with topics ranging from travel
(to China, the Pacific Northwest, and the British Isles) as well as programs on butterflies and dogs.

It takes time and effort to put a mini-program together and we appreciate those who were willing 
to share their photographic talents with us. So thank you Ned Hughes, Kelly Walkotten, Steve Port, 
Cathy Keifer, Gert Wallis, Matt Hendricks and Becky Humes! A BIG thanks also to Jim Shearer for 
the time he puts into organizing the shows and making sure the they run smoothly!

Start planning for next year!  

In case you were curious, here are the programs that were used by the Mini-Program presenters:
Matt Hendricks and Becky Humes used Adobe Premier Pro, Gert Wallis used Apple iMovie,
Cathy Keifer used Corel VideoStudio Pro X8, Kelly Walkotten used Apple Final Cut,
Steve Port used Photodex ProShow Producer, Jan Lewis use Photodex ProShow Gold, and
Ned Hughes used an Apple product, but was not sure what it was.

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs 

by Jim Shearer, Jr, Digital Coordinator

MiNi-PRoGRaM WRaP-uP

MiNi-PRoGRaM soFTWaRe usaGe

MONTH SPEAKER WORKSHOP TITLE or SUBJECT

May 6  Field Trip to Ranger Steve's Odybrook Nature Preserve

WoRkshoPs

http://www.grcameraclub.org


As Programming VP I wanted to alert you to several photographic-related events that are 
currently available or coming up in the West Michigan area over the next few months.

GRCC Photography Exhibit at Wyoming Public Libary - now through April 22, 2017
Come see the work of some of your fellow GRCC members on display in the gallery at the Wyoming 
Public Library, 3350 Michael Ave SW, Wyoming, MI 49509. Upon entering the main door, take a left 
to get to the gallery space. Available for viewing during normal library hours.

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT at THE MUSKEGON MUSEUM of ART    May 11-September 10, 2017
The Muskegon Museum of Art is presenting the entire collection of portfolio photographs of Edward 
Curtis' The North American Indian, representing 82 different tribes, produced between 1900 and 1930, 
and documenting Native American families, architecture, customs, sacred rituals, dress, and
day-to-day life.

The work of Edward Curtis has been called the "one of the greatest photographic and anthropological 
achievements in history."  This is the largest and most comprehensive show that the MMA has done 
in its 104-year history, capturing the entirety of one man's obsession with images of what he believed 
would be a vanishing race. The exhibition also includes sound recordings, Native American artifacts, 
and materials on the fascinating life of Edward Curtis. This exhibition will run from May 11 through 
September 10 at the Muskegon Museum of Art.  Admission is $10 per person. More information on 
the exhibit and a calendar of ancillary programming can be found at muskegonartmuseum.org.  That 
calendar includes a talk about how to tell a story through photographic composition (something that 
Curtis excelled at!).  

 2017 LACA (Ludington Area Center for the Arts) Online Photo Contest
The 2017 LACA Online Photo Contest runs from March 1st – April 4th. The Ludington Area Center for 
the Arts Online Photo Contest is open to photographers of any age from anywhere in the world.
The contest, sponsored by Ludington area photographers Todd and Brad Reed, features two divisions: 
Pro/Advanced Amateur and an Amateur Division. The contest features seven categories, including a 
cell-phone category. As this is a fundraiser, there is a nominal fee to enter images. Photographers of all 
levels of experience are encouraged to enter and have a chance to win. The proceeds from this year’s 
contest will go towards the purchase of a high-end projector for the Art Center, as well as Performance 
Hall upgrades. 
The contest will run from March 1- April 4 at midnight. Please click HERE for more information. 

GRCC PROGRAMMING VP NOTE: I won this contest last year (with a cell phone entry!) as well 
as took several place awards. If you have been thinking about entering a contest outside of GRCC's 
monthly competition, it is a great place to start, and the entry fees benefit a good cause. It's all digital 
entries.

uPCoMiNG eveNTs by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs 
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Continued on next page - See UPCOMING EVENTS



Partnering with the MMA is Michigan Heritage Park, an outdoor living-history museum in White-
hall that highlights life in Michigan from the 1600s-1900's, with period-dressed interpreters and 
authentic interactive displays (a Wigwam Village, a Fur Trade Post, a Logging Shanty, a Civil War 
Camp, and a 1900s farmhouse). They will also display Native American artifacts from their collection 
that tie in with the MMA's Curtis exhibit. Park admission is $10 per person. 
Click for PDF files relating to the MMA exhibit and the Michigan Heritage Park.

GRCC PROGRAMMING VP NOTES: Michigan Heritage Park is a great location to capture
Photojournalism images.  Whitehall is also the home to the White River Lighthouse...one of
Michigan's hidden gems. The MMA calendar includes additional events (such as an Indian Pow Wow 
in July), that could prove to be a great photo opportunity.

ANSEL ADAMS: THE MASTERWORKS – Crooked Tree Arts Center | Petoskey & Traverse City, MI  
June - September 2017

NATIONAL PARKS JURIED EXHIBIT - CALL FOR ENTRIES DEADLINE IS SOON - APRIL 3, 2017

https://www.crookedtree.org/ansel-adams-2017/
The exhibition features a collection of forty-seven works by Ansel Adams (1902 -1984), about 
two-thirds of a selection Adams made late in his life to serve as a succinct representation of 
his life’s work.  He felt these photographs were his best, and have been called  “The Museum 
Set.”  These works reveal the importance Adams placed on the drama and splendor of
natural environments that might not, to the ordinary passing hiker, have revealed their secrets. 
Included are many of Adams’ most famous and best-loved photographs which encompass 
the full scope of his work: elegant details of nature, architectural studies, portraits, and the 
breathtaking landscapes for which he is revered. The exhibition also includes a photo portrait 
of Ansel Adams by James Alinder.  View the list of works.
Several Photography Workshops are being offered the Crooked Tree Arts Center. Check their 
website (link at the top of this section) for more information.

Crooked Tree Arts Center is sponsoring an Juried Exhibit,  Our National Parks – celebrating 
the 100th Anniversary of our National Parks in conjunction with the Ansel Adams Exhibit.  All 
submissions must have been taken in one of our National Parks, National Sea or Lake Shores, 
National Monuments, Forts or Battlefields that are managed by the National Park Service.  In 
honor of Ansel Adams, Crooked Tree Arts Center is looking for the best in outdoor, nature and 
landscape photography to be on display in the Petoskey galleries during the summer of 2017.
Cash Awards: 1st Place: $500, 2nd Place: $250, 3rd Place: $100.
Online Intent to Participate via CallforEntry.org: September 1, 2016 - April 3, 2017
(Jury will not be online.)
Drop off framed, ready-to-hang work for jurying on Saturday, May 13, Monday, May 15 and  
Tuesday, May 16, 2017.
Learn more

The
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UPCOMING EVENTS - Continued from previous page

http://www.muskegonartmuseum.org/edward-curtis-north-american-indian/
http://www.lakeshoremuseum.org/project/michigan-heritage-park/
https://www.crookedtree.org/ansel-adams-2017/
http://CallforEntry.org
https://www.crookedtree.org/event/calling-all-photographers-celebrate-the-100-year-anniversary-of-the-national-parks/?instance_id=3312


Yes...
a box
with a hole.

The
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PiNhole CaMeRa Day - aPRil 30, 2017 by Michael Koole, GRCC Member

*  Be careful with using a DSLR with a converted Body Cap;  dust getting on the sensor can be an issue.
   There are some available specifically for DSLRs to prevent dust problems.

What is a camera, really: A fine optical device, a sophisticated electronic imaging device? Or is it really 
simply a tool, no matter its form, to help you capture and communicate the world as you view it?

A pinhole camera takes away the optics, removes the technology, and just leaves you with your vision of 
the world and a box with a hole.

Worldwide Pinhole Camera Day (http://pinholeday.org/) is opportunity to step back and embrace the 
experience of the unexpected. With no lens, you have infinite depth-of-field, and the size and precision of 
the pinhole will affect the sharpness of your images and exposure time.

There are several ways you can participate:  You could make your own camera from scratch, buy and 
build one of any number of premade kits, or even buy or convert a body cap for your film or DSLR body.

By en:User:DrBob (original); en:User:Pbroks13 (redraw)
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Pinhole-camera.png,
Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4099853

Here is a starting point to find kits, some are free downloadable files:
http://www.diyphotography.net/23-pinhole-cameras-that-you-can-build-at-home/

Here is tutorial to convert a body cap to a pinhole*:
https://www.behindtheshutter.com/how-to-convert-your-dslr-to-a-pinhole-camera/

As far as using a pinhole camera, exposure time can be part of the adventure.

Here are some more resources to dive into: 
 Pinhole Photography – Jon Grepstad https://jongrepstad.com/pinhole-photography/
 The Pinhole Gallery – Dave Clarridge http://www.pinhole.org/
 Exposure Times for Pinhole Photography – Rob Duarte
  http://www.rahji.com/wordpress/2007/05/12/pinhole-exposure-times/

The West Michigan Photography Enthusiasts Meetup group is sponsored by SWMCCC 
(https://www.meetup.com/West-Michigan-Photography-Enthusiasts/). The Second Tuesday 
Photo Huddle (STPH) will be discussing and making Pinhole Cameras April 11.  More info 
at: https://www.meetup.com/West-Michigan-Photography-Enthusiasts/events/238608973/ 

Here's
A Related
Event

http://pinholeday.org/
http://www.diyphotography.net/23-pinhole-cameras-that-you-can-build-at-home/
https://www.behindtheshutter.com/how-to-convert-your-dslr-to-a-pinhole-camera/
https://jongrepstad.com/pinhole-photography/
http://www.pinhole.org/
http://www.rahji.com/wordpress/2007/05/12/pinhole-exposure-times/
https://www.meetup.com/West-Michigan-Photography-Enthusiasts/
https://www.meetup.com/West-Michigan-Photography-Enthusiasts/events/238608973/
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ChaNGes aRe iN The aiR

FRoM ouR PResiDeNT

by Diane Durand, GRCC President 

To everything there is a season, spring is here and changes are in the air.

First of all, if you were not at the March meeting, you may not know that we have 
launched a trial of a new scoring system. I think the initial test went smoothly and the 
new system should work very well. The board of directors voted to test the new system 
for the remainder of this year. Our Vice President of Competition, Jeanne Quillan, has 
written an article describing the new system. Generally, it will only directly affect those 
of you who are judges. As a judge, your thought process will shift to a new scale.
However, as a competitor the only difference you may see is a subtle shift in your scores. 
As an audience member, you will not see any significant changes during the competition 
portion of the meetings.

Second, for quite some time now, we have been hoping to find a new meeting place. 
Since the Boy Scouts room will be under construction this summer and continuing for an 
undetermined amount of time, we are now at a point where we must find a new meeting 
place. Thankfully, several board members have continued to explore options regarding a 
new room. The board is continuing to review our options. Our April meeting will be held 
at the Boy Scouts building, but stay tuned for announcements regarding our May and 
June meetings.

Next, it is time for the board to begin the process of selecting assigned subjects for next 
year. We need your input. Please send any suggestions for assigned subjects to Jeanne 
Quillan. She will compile a list for members to vote on at the April meeting. The board 
of directors will then select the final assigned subjects from the list the club has voted on. 
Once determined, the subjects will be assigned to a month and the list published for club 
members to use as inspiration and as a challenge.

Finally, while I have enjoyed serving as the Grand Rapids Camera Club President for the 
last 12 years, I have decided not to run again in the May election. I will serve a two-year 
term as past president on the board to assist the incoming president and continue to serve 
the club. If you are interested in serving on the board of directors in some capacity, please 
do not hesitate to contact me or any of the members of the board for information or to 
have your name placed on the ballot. We will take final nominations from the
membership at the April meeting and the election will take place 
at the May meeting.
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CoMPeTiTioN CoRNeR by Jeanne Quillan, VP of Competition 

by Jeanne Quillan,
VP of Competition 

NeW sCoRiNG

The GRCC board has been aware of concerns among members regarding competition image scores. 
For some time, we have been working to find acceptable solutions to amend the situation.  After a lot 
of thought (and testing), the board has decided to try a new way of scoring your competition images. 
The new scoring is designed to give the judges a little more latitude, i.e. more numbers to choose from 
when deciding the image's score. Previously, we were using 1 thru 5; the three judges' scores were 
added to get the final score. Judges were reluctant to give the image a low score, so in effect, some 
were only using three numbers to score: 3 (average), 4 (above average),  or 5 (top score). What I’ve 
seen is that judges are reluctant to give any score above a 4, because they didn’t think the image was 
“perfect” enough to get a 5.  Thus, scores were becoming stagnant. 
Using the new system, the judges will be giving a score between 6 and 15, the final score they
ultimately think it should receive. A 6 being the same as a 2 previously (technically flawed),
a 9 being the same as a 3 (average), a 12 the same as a 4, and a 15 the same as a 5. What the new
system allows is the ability to use the two scores between each level to give the judge more shades of 
difference between the scores. What will change: Each judge will have the opportunity to give a 13 or 
14 when they believe the image deserves less than a 15; and a 10 or 11 when they feel an image is not 
quite up to being a 12. What it will not change is each judge’s personal opinion of an image.

The board has voted to test this scoring system for the rest of the competition year. Those of you who 
were at the March meeting got to see its first run. Clearly, it will take more than one month to get a 
sense of whether this way of scoring is helping or not. In the end, we want to make your competition
experience a pleasant one. If this change does not achieve that, we will re-examine the scoring system.

suGGesTioNs NeeDeD FoR assiGNeD suBjeCTs
Its not too early to start thinking about the assigned subjects for 2018. New assigned subjects need 
to be in your hands before we break for the summer so you can work on them during your summer 
travels, even though 2018 seems so far off! I am compiling a list of your ideas. The completed list 
of suggestions will be made available for your vote at the April general meeting. We have 9 months 
of competition, so we will need 9 new assigned subjects. Please email your suggestions to me at 
photobug49@comcast.net or competition1@grcameraclub.org before the April meeting. 

The only way I will know if the new scoring system is working and
how you feel about the change is if you let me know your opinion.

Please email me with your thoughts, both negative and positive, at either email:
competition1@grcameraclub.org or photobug49@comcast.net.

mailto:photobug49@comcast.net
mailto:competition1@grcameraclub.org
mailto:competition1@grcameraclub.org
mailto:photobug49@comcast.net


September ....Twisted Trees
October .........Country Roads
November .....Nature's Revenge
December .....Too Many to Count

 
April .............The Color Purple
May ..............Street Scenes
June ..............Geometric

SUMMER BREAK
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The 2017 Assigned Subjects are available on our website on the Competition Corner page.
A business-card-size list is also available at our meetings.

GRCC assiGNeD suBjeCTs FoR 2017

The Image of the Month is chosen by one of our members as the image that appeals to them the 
most. Each month, the honor of choosing the image is assigned to a different GRCC
member. This month’s favorite image was chosen by Jeanne Quillan.

WHY I LIKED IT:
"This is a great Photojournalism Image, 
both in the action that it shows, and the 
expressions on the rider’s faces. I like 
the fact that Mike chose to present it in 
monochrome. To me, it made the image 
stand out among all the others."
        - Jeanne

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
"The image was made at Belknap Park last summer 
during a bicycle polo tournament that my nephew was 
participating in. He is the rider behind the one in the 
foreground. There were players from all over the state 
and at all skill levels. It was a hard (but fun) event to 
shoot, very fast paced."
        - Mike

“Bike Polo” By Mike Mitchell Chosen by Jeanne Quillan 

GRCC iMaGe oF The MoNTh
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Timed exposure
Steve Port’s

A Bit of Photographic History

A couple of months ago I wrote about aerial photography.  You know - photography from 
balloons, drones, planes, rockets, etc.  Well, I found a story that made me realize I had left 
something out.

In 1906, Prince Luigi Amedeo, Duke of the Abruzzi, was up for an adventure because,
I suppose, that’s what Dukes did back then.  Apparently, no one had yet climbed the
Rwenzori Mountains, a formidable range over 16,000 ft. located in Uganda, Africa.  The 

Steve Port

Duke assembled his team which included Italian photographer and 
mountaineer Vittorio Sella (1859-1943).  The Prince was adamant 
about documenting all the really cool places that turn of the 19th 
century Dukes were prone to discover and Sella was the right man 
for the job.

Sella climbed and photographed many of the world’s great peaks 
in his lifetime but his determination and the difficulty were factors 
that caught my eye.  Of course, I too, have done this.  I drive to 
the top of Trail Ridge Road in Rocky Mountain National Park and 
walk a couple hundred yards before stopping to put my heart back 
in my chest.  I shoot 30 minutes or so whilst trying to keep my 
fingers warm.  When done, I rejoin the crowds headed on to the 
next turnout.  With my DSLR now warmed back up and piles of 
gear in the trunk, I document yet another great adventure just like 
Vittorio – or not.Photographer Vittorio Sella

Sella shot with a 40 lb. wooden Dallmeyer camera 
and tripod with images exposed on multiple 30x40 cm 
glass plates weighing in at 2 lbs. each.  Today such a 
climb might take two weeks up and back.  Amedeo 
and Sella took 50 days.  Climbing gear, clothing, 
food, and camera gear required much help and Sella 
developed many custom bags and devices to assist 
in transport.  Sella attempted his last climb at age 76 
but was unsuccessful due to medical problems with 
another team member.

Ansel Adams spoke of Sella’s accomplishments when 
he described his photos as inspiring
“a definitely religious awe.”
And that makes two of us.
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Crooked buildings or Key-stoning is a common problem when using a wide angle lens. It can be readily fixed.

I find this works great almost all the time.
It is the first one I try. Just click on Auto.

Use this when the lens you used is not listed. 
Transform and move sliders as needed.

If a grey area is added by Lightroom: Click on the 
Constrain Crop and LR will eliminate that area.

Check Enable Lens Profile Correction,
Chose Make, Model and Profile.

leNs CoRReCTioN iN liGhTRooM

TiPs FRoM kelly... by GRCC Member Kelly Walkotten

Kelly lives in the greater
Grand Rapids area and her images 

have been exhibited in many venues 
around West Michigan including 
ArtPrize and Festival of the Arts.

Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com 

ABOUT KELLY WALKOTTEN

BasiC

MaNual

PRoFile

© Kelly Walkotten 2016-17

http://kellywalkottenphotography.com
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Here's the link to our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/

by Becky Humes,
GRCC's Social Media Coordinator

There is a sign-up sheet on one of the 
tables if you would like to bring in a
treat for an upcoming meeting.

Thanks for bringing in treats for
our March meeting: Jan Lewis,
Betty Westra and Rosemary VanHouten.

If you have any changes to your 
email address or other information 
(such as address, phone number 
and camera) let me (Christine) 
know. This will help me keep our 
member list up-to-date. My email 
is treasurer@grcameraclub.org

Mike Mitchell has started a Table-Top 
Special Interest Group. The group meets at 
his place (20579 Kenowa Ave NW, Sparta, 
MI 49345) the first Wednesday evening 
until June. Due to space constraints, he has 
limited the group size to eight people.
If interested, contact Mike by email at: 
votrepear@gmail.com.

We have new members who joined our club 
recently.  They are:
Richard Coombs who shoots with a Nikon;
Bill Hanenburg who shoots with Canon and Fuji; 
and Gert Wallis who shoots with a Canon.

Please welcome our new members
when you see them.

LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

If so, send it my way.  It’s easy to do via email. The news has to be photographically 
related about yourself or another member (or GRCC or PSA related).  
Just click on the email link below and include “GRCC News” in the subject line. 
And if you have a photo or link to go with the news, include that as well. 

by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

by Christine Mooney,
GRCC Treasurer

by Caroline Shearer,
GRCC Treat Coordinator

Dues have increased a little for 2017.
Dues are now $35 for individuals and $50 for 
two individuals living at the same address. 
We also have PayPal available on our Grand 
Rapids Camera Club website for your
convenience (a small PayPal processing
fee will be applied).
Click on "Join" to find the PayPal link.

TReaT siGN-uP sheeT

have ChaNGes?

We'Re oN FaCeBook - CheCk us ouT!

ThaNks FoR The TReaTs

GRCC Dues ReMiNDeR

sPeCial iNTeResT GRouP WelCoMe NeW MeMBeRs

GoT NeWs To shaRe?

https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/
mailto:treasurer@grcameraclub.org
mailto:votrepear@gmail.com
mailto:LSNewsEditor%40grcameraclub.org?subject=
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At our January meeting I took time to tell our club members about issues we are having with our
projection system, mainly how “black is not black” and “bright red image problems.” Since then, 
I have had some success improving the sharpness and clarity of all our projected images, plus I 
became aware of another unforeseen problem. I wanted to give you feedback on these.

by Jim Shearer Jr,
GRCC Digital CoordinatorGRCC PRojeCTioN sysTeM equiPMeNT sTaTus

The biggest improvement was the discovery that our 25-foot VGA cable was causing a fair amount 
of image noise which softened the projected images (our images were not as sharp as they could 
be). The problem goes away when we use our 6-foot VGA cable. To use the 6-foot cable, we will 
keep the laptop next to the projector, and Matt Hendricks will use our laptop remote to advance 
images during competitions. In addition, the shorter cable improved the appearance of
Monochrome images. I think they really look good now.

I use a Color Calibrator to measure Contrast Ratio on our projector. This is a number calculated 
from dividing luminance value of a white screen by the luminance value of a black screen. The 
current value for our projector is now about 400, up from about 340. The minimum Contrast Ratio 
that PSA will accept for a system used to judge expositions is 400. To give you a comparison, my 
home monitors run about 700 and my new Dell XPS 15 laptop is 1,400. The larger the Contrast 
Ratio the better. The larger ratio is one of the reasons Monochrome images are better now
(i.e. black is more black).

The issue with bright red images is being worked on. I will have an update on this next month 
and hopefully a solution.

The last item is the discovery of a problem with one of two VGA projector input ports. For some 
time now (probably years), I have had occasions where the image size on our projector screen was 
not correct or the image ratio was not what it should have been. Try as I might, during our meetings, 
this could not be corrected. While playing with the system at home, I finally discovered that this
was being caused by a defective VGA port. I am now using the second port and
we should not be seeing this problem again.
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28 TH  ST

LAKE  MICHIGAN DR

Regular meetings are held the third Wednesday of 
the month except for February, July and August.
Meetings start promptly at 7:15 pm
(so it's best to arrive by 7:00). 

 Boy Scouts of America
3213 Walker Ave. NW

Walker, MI 49544

 Our meeting location will change because of the BSA Building
Renovations starting this summer in May. The next issue of the

Lights & Shadows will announce our new location and have a map and 
complete details included...Be sure and watch for it. 

Guests are always welcome at our meetings, however, please be aware that there is a $5 guest fee (cash or 
check) for non-members to attend this meeting on April 19 (because we have a paid speaker).

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August.  If you have GRCC 
news, information or photos for the April Lights & Shadows, please
get these submitted on or BEFORE Tuesday, April 25, 2017.
You can send them to: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

The project Charles St. Charles talked about at a recent meeting presentation is moving 
forward. Check out the video and time lapse of Sandhill cranes arriving and leaving the 
Platte River in Nebraska at his site at: https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/symphony-of-
life-north-america-thru-time-lapse-nature?secret_perk_token=6893631e#/

MaRk youR CaleNDaRs

syMPhoNy oF liFe PRojeCT

by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

Charles St. Charles
Photographer,

Author
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