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Our Annual Awards Banquet Provides
Some Fun and a Lot of Delicious!

by Diane Durand,
GRCC President

At the end of each calendar year, our members submit their work to a panel of judges from
outside of our club. These fresh sets of eyes give makers more feedback on their images. The
year-end competition is the only time we truly compete against one another. The competition
this year should be fierce. I hope to see, again this year, some new faces in the winner’s circle
as well as some veteran winners. I hope that all of our members enter monthly competitions
throughout this year with an eye toward the 2017 year-end competition.
Our annual awards banquet is a fun social event that I hope everyone attends and enjoys. One
of my favorite jobs as president is presiding over the awards ceremony and presenting many
of our members with awards for their hard work. We will have an informal pizza party at our
regular meeting location again this year. Our banquet will be held on Wednesday, February 15
at 7:15 PM as usual. I look forward to presenting all of the awards at our annual banquet.

RSVP By Friday, February 10

This year, there will be a nominal charge to attend the banquet.
In years past, the club has absorbed all of the costs for this.
However, after a recent budget review, the board determined
members would pay $5.00 ea. and guests would pay $10.00 ea.
As in years past, I will need a count of people attending the awards
banquet. So, please RSVP me via e-mail (durand3311@netzero.net)
or phone (616)534-8561 by Friday, February 10 so I can make
arrangements for enough food for everyone. If you paid for the
banquet when you paid your dues, we already have your name
on the list!!
Photos From Last Year's Banquet

I hope you will join in the fun and attend our
year-end awards banquet. It is the social event of
the year. It gives us a chance to gather together,
share a meal and share our stories of the past
year. It is also an opportunity for us to celebrate
each other’s success and share ideas about
photography. So, come to the banquet and see if
you’ve won an award!!
Continued on page 2 - See PRESIDENT'S LETTER
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER - Continued from page1

Once again, we will be having a print exposition at the Wyoming Library. There is plenty
of space to fill, so if you would like to show off some of your work, please join in. The
prints must be framed and able to be hung from a hook. The print hanging will take place
on Sunday, February 19 starting at 1:00. Prints will hang until Saturday, April 22.
If you are interested in participating, please contact Bob Quillan
to let him know (see page 4 for more information).

Creative Commons Music: Why, How, Where
by Michael Koole, M.Ed., GRCC Member

Disclaimer: This is not to be considered legal advice. Nor will it go into the vast complexities of
Copyright, Fair Use, Royalty Free, or Public Domain.
Why: The starting point of the conversation has to do with using someone else’s intellectual property to add value to your project. This applies equally whether your intent is for profit or nonprofit.
In most cases, a ‘Mini-Program’ presented at a club such as our club would be considered a Public
Performance, and technically using background music for such a presentation requires licensing of
copyright material. Disney even specifies that even if you are granted a license to show a Film Clip,
you still need to get a separate license to play the music that accompanies the clip.
(http://www.disneystudiolicensing.com/is-the-music-included-in-the-film-clip-license/)
Simply using a track from a CD or other source you’ve purchased does not give you rights to use it
in a public performance as they are intended for private, personal use. Using copyrighted music in
a video (which is what a ‘Mini-Program” is considered) would require a “Synchronization License”
according to the Recording Industry Association of America® (RIAA).
(https://www.riaa.com/resources-learning/licensing/)

Continued on page 3
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So where does that leave us? We could go through the process of obtaining a license from the
copyright holder, find works that are in Public Domain, or create your own. Obtaining a license is
complicated and time consuming. Public Domain works are generally those published
(made available to the public) previous to 1923.
(http://www.royaltyfreemusic.com/public-domain/, http://copyrightuser.org/topics/public-domain/).
However, there are a LOT of complexities to consider. If you are musically inclined, you can create
your own – I’m not.
How: So, the safest option is to use Creative Commons Music.
(https://creativecommons.org/about/program-areas/arts-culture/arts-culture-resources/legalmusicforvideos/).
Many creative artists (musicians, composers, etc.) allow the use of their intellectual property legally
for various projects via free licenses. They still maintain the Copyright to their property and may
specify how it can be used and if credit (Attribution) is given.
There many types (levels) of licenses (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/), but all of them require
Attribution. This involves displaying the Title, Author, Source and License. This is usually
appropriate for the level of our ‘Mini-Programs’ modifying works and using commercially gets more
complicated. (https://creativecommons.org/use-remix/get-permission/)
Where: Now comes the hard part...finding the ‘right’ background music for our presentation.
The first step is to determine the mood or theme of your presentation; this is no different than before.
The real difference is that you are probably familiar with music that would fit your presentation.
With much of Creative Commons you probably will not recognize the artists or music, so you will
need to take time and listen to various tracks.
Other sites I’ve used:
Free Music Archive (http://freemusicarchive.org/curator/Creative_Commons/)
It allows you to search by genres, artists, etc. When you find a piece that will work, you can click
on the title; it will take you to a page with all the information you need to download and give proper
attribution.
MakeUseOf (http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/14-websites-to-find-free-creative-commons-music/)
has complied a page of other sites that allow you to search for music.
The bottom line is music is someone else’s creative endeavor and some are depending on it to earn a
living. Others have made it available to be used by other creative types.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me: MichaelKoole@ymail.com
Learn more about music in videos:
http://tubularinsights.com/copyrighted-music-in-video/.
-Michael Koole, M.Ed., GRCC Member
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GRCC Members Are Exhibiting Their Work
Kelly Walkotten and Steve Scherbinski will be exhibiting their photography,
entitled “America the Beautiful” at the Frames Unlimited Gallery
from February 1 to March 31, 2017.
The Gallery is located at
Steve and Kelly are West Michigan
2964 28th St SE in Kentwood, MI
photographers, who are GRCC members.
in the Southridge Center.
Their photography shows a diverse
selection of images highlighting the
scenery and animals within our
National Parks, as well as the beauty
found throughout America.

Feb.

10
Fri.

A reception is planned at the store on
Friday, February 10, 2017
from 5:00 - 8:00 pm.
You are welcome to attend.

GRCC To Have Photography Displayed at Library

Feb.

19
Sun.

The Grand Rapids Camera Club will again be displaying prints
at the Wyoming Library from February 19 through April 22.
Members may bring as many as they would like to display,
we have not had a space issue in the past. Prints can be any
size, but MUST BE FRAMED and a tag with the name of the
image and your name should be attached. If wanting to sell
your image, the price and your contact information should also
be attached. Our annual “hanging” event will be held Sunday,
February 19. We will be at the library at 1:00 PM on that day
(with supplies should you need them).
Images will stay on display until Saturday April 22.
The Library address is 3350 Michael Ave. Wyoming, MI 49509

GRCC Photography Display at
Wyoming Library Last Year

Contact Bob Quillan (Letterman60@comcast.net) or Jeanne Quillan (Photobug49@comcast.net).
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Feb.

15
Wed.

Jan Lewis,
VP of Programs

Meeting
Presentation:

Year-End Competition

When: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 at 7:15 pm
Where: Boy Scout of America, 3213 Walker Ave. NW, Walker, MI 49544
Cost: $5 per member ($10 for non-member) to cover Banquet costs.
There will be no speaker presentation at our February 15, 2017 meeting. February is our month
to celebrate and honor our membership with our annual Year-End Banquet. Plan to enjoy a pizza
dinner with your fellow club members and then see the images that took honors and placed in our
2016 Year-End Competition. The coveted Photographer-of-the-Year trophy will also be awarded.
Join us for the celebration.
Please remember that a new policy is in place for attending the Year-End Banquet. As always, send
RSVPs of your intention to attend to our President, Diane Durand. In addition there is $5 charge
per person ($10 for non-members) to help underwrite the cost of the banquet. If you paid the $5 at
the time you renewed your membership, then you are good to go.
Otherwise, please bring cash or a check to the February meeting.

Mar.

15
Wed.

Call for March Mini-Programs

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs
programs@grcameraclub.org

It's that time - for our members to shine! Our March 15, 2017 program will be our annual
Mini-Program extravaganza. What is a mini-program? Basically it is a slideshow, although
it can contain video footage. It is most entertaining if the slideshow is set to music. You can
use a variety of software, such as ProShow, or Windows Media, or Apple Photo to create your
slideshow. Just make sure you work out the details with our digital coordinator, Jim Shearer
(images@grcameraclub.org), to ensure that it will play correctly on the club computer.
The topic or subject is up to you. It it could be about your recent amazing photo or travel trip,
or it could be images of interesting mailboxes you have collected over the years, or lighthouses,
or waterfalls, or minimalism. That said, snapshots of your new grandchild might not be as
interesting to the club as they would be to your family members, so keep that in mind when
selecting your subject matter.
We do have limited program time, so we try to keep the number of shows to 8 or under, with a
time limit of about 5-6 minutes per show. So if you are interested please let me
and Jim Shearer know if you plan to put a mini-program together.
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2017 Program/Workshop Schedule

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

Here's our program speakers for the coming year. Listed below are those currently
scheduled. Remember, schedules can change, so be sure to check your Lights and Shadows
and our website (www.grcameraclub.org) to confirm the scheduled speakers each month.

Programs
MONTH

SPEAKER

PROGRAM TITLE or SUBJECT

February 15		

Year-End Competition

March 15		

Annual Mini-Program Extravaganza

April 19

Bruce Wright - X-Rite

Color Management; 15 mins. to your best print results

May 17

Wayne Pope

How to Grow as a Photographer

June 21

Randall Nyhof

Perspectives on Fine Art Photography

Workshops
MONTH

SPEAKER

May 6		

WORKSHOP TITLE or SUBJECT
Field Trip to Ranger Steve's Odybrook Nature Preserve

Do you have an idea for a Program or Workshop?
I am always open to suggestions! Let me know if you have something you would like to
learn more about, or if you have the name of a potential speaker (maybe even yourself).
Contact me at programs@grcameraclub.org .
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Steve Port’s

Steve Port

Hot-Air Balloon to Drones...
We haveWe've
a new memberCome
who joined ouraclubLong
recently. Way!
Her name is Sindhura Vaddi and she shoots with a Canon.

Please welcome Sindhura when you she her at our next meeting.
I’m sure you remember when Kyle Underwood gave us a presentation on drones last year. It
popped into my mind as I watched a recent TV program demonstrating our military’s latest drone
strategy. They simultaneously launched 104 mini-drones containing artificial intelligence
designed to hunt down bad guys. The drones organized their own search parties and they contained facial recognition programs to identify known terrorists. How far our cameras have come!
So, let’s back up to the “beginning.” According to
Wikipedia, the first known aerial photographs were
taken by a French photographer in 1858 going by
ave ew mail ddress
the name of “Nadar.” His platform was a hot air
balloon. I find this fairly amazing since the first
If you have any changes to your practical
email address
or emerged
other information
cameras
only a couple of decades
(such as address, phone number earlier.
and camera)
let
me
know.
None of Nadar’s aerial work survived,
This will help me keep our member
up-to-date.
so welistonly
have written descriptions of what
My email is treasurer@grcameraclub.org
he accomplished.

H

N E

A

?

Next up was aerial photography via kite, pioneered by E.D. Archibald in 1882. Then, with the
development of aircraft by the Wright brothers in 1903, ubiquitous aerial photography was just
around the corner. Rapid advancement of this technology was spurred on by military applications
requiring urgent intelligence used in combat. WWI and WWII brought us all manner and form of
cameras, platforms, and incredible lenses that then migrated their way into the public realm.
High-altitude balloons, dirigibles, planes, rockets and satellites all contain devices that provide the
photographer with that one thing they crave, a different point of view.
If I photograph my granddaughter at face height, I may have a snapshot as a keepsake. If I lay at
her feet, she becomes a giant. If I climb a tall ladder, she shrinks into the earth. If I shoot from
1,000 yds. with a super-telephoto, I’m spying and, if I had a drone, she wouldn’t know what to
think. I may have to borrow those 104 military mini-drones with facial recognition just to
get my next shot of her as she runs away yelling no pictures, no pictures grandpa!
But, we photographers are a determined bunch.
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Competition Corner

by Jeanne Quillan, VP of Competition

Judging Our Competition Images
Those who attended the December program on Judging and Competition know that there are many things that
factor into the score you receive, and just as many that go into how you see your own images. A judge seldom
sees our photos in the same light as we do, and the scores are often much lower than we anticipate. Each
month I hear from members who are less than satisfied with their scores. Let me be on the top of that list.
I continue to look for new judging talent. The club requires a judge to have achieved 400 merit points in club
competition and have received a minimum of 15 honors. First and foremost, a judge should be able to
recognize a good image when choosing their own image before they can begin to analyze the photography of
others. With each prospective judge, I ask that they attend a training session, where we address the different
categories, scoring criteria, etc.
The truth is, judges will always have their own likes and preferences. Each judge looks at an image a bit differently. Scoring has always been an issue and no one has yet found a solution to the problem of low scores.
Not in the last 10 years. Not in the last 30 years. Not in the last 50 years. Never-the-less, the board regularly
discusses how to improve the scoring. Currently we are exploring a different way to score that may give a
judge more latitude. I certainly welcome your thoughts and comments toward finding a solution to giving our
images fair and consistent scores.

A Synopsis For Judges

(What a judge should do)

• Be open to freshness and new vision, and not assume that the only successful competition images are
those which fit a certain time-honored mold. He or she should be willing to recognize those photographers
who bring new life, spirit and vision to an age-old craft and to the organization as a whole.
• Be consistent, decisive, upbeat and positive.
• Be willing to reward both freshness and creativity along with technical excellence.
• Be receptive to all images. Strive to remove personal bias and not unduly favor or penalize images based
upon their subject matter, the difficulty of the shot, or knowledge of the maker.
• Apply scores consistently so that all images given a certain score can be expected to be of comparable
quality. He/she should not succumb to the temptation of changing his/her standards midstream.
No matter whether individual judge's scores are perceived by the audience as “high” or “low”,
the consistency is perceived as fair.
• Use the ENTIRE scoring scale effectively to differentiate images.
• Be sensitive to a maker’s feelings, but be honest. A judge giving inflated “feel good” scores should realize
that his or her unwillingness to give the low score that is deserved often results in the deflation of another
maker whose work truly deserved the higher score. That maker is now having his or her work placed in
the same category as a decidedly worse image. True learning does not come from false complements, but
honest appraisals. An image should be scored a 2 if it exhibits technical flaws, (such as obvious over or
under exposure), is out of focus or shows very poor composition.
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GRCC Image of the Month

by Jeanne Quillan, VP of Competition

The Image of the Month is chosen by one of our members as the image that appeals to them the
most. Each month, the honor of choosing the image is assigned to a different GRCC
member. This month’s favorite image was chosen by Jim and Caroline Shearer.

“Scottsdale Sunset” by Roger Fry

Chosen by Jim and Caroline Shearer

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
While vacationing in Scottsdale, AZ, I enjoy going out into desert
areas at sunset to photograph the beauty. One evening, I came upon
this Saguaro Cactus lit by the setting sun in the foreground and mist
covered mountains in the background. Even though I was near a
highly populated area, the view made me feel isolated from civilization. Using Photoshop, I did some light adjusting of the exposure
and contrast of the image. This photo was shot with my Canon EOS
with a Canon 28-135 lens at 125mm.
- Roger

WHY WE LIKED IT:
To us the image projects
a feeling of serenity and
solitude. The colors
draw you in and make
you want some alone
time to think about
where you’ve been and
where you’re going.
- Jim & Caroline

GRCC Assigned Subjects for 2017
March............Ice
April..............The Color Purple
May...............Street Scenes
June...............Geometric

SUMMER BREAK

September.....Twisted Trees
October..........Country Roads
November......Nature's Revenge
December......Too Many to Count

The 2017 Assigned Subjects are available on our website on the Competition Corner page. A business-card-size list is also available at our meetings.
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Welcome New GRCC Members
Christine
Mooney

by Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

We have new members who joined our club recently. They are:
Carmine Bosco who shoots with Apple iPhone, Canon and Sony;
Sandy Freed who shoots with a Nikon;
David Kempston who shoots with Nikon;
Maria Kocsis who shoots with Canon, Fuji and Samsung;
Joe LaPeyra who shoots with Nikon and Sony;
Rick Malamed who shoots with Apple iPhone and Canon; and
Shealyn McGee-Sarns who shoots with a Canon.
Please welcome our new members when you see them.

Membership Dues Reminder
Dues are increasing for the 2017 year. Dues will be $35 for individuals and
$50 for two individuals living at the same address. Also, if you plan to attend
the February Banquet, please include an extra $5 per member.
We also have PayPal available on our Grand Rapids Camera Club website
for your convenience (a small PayPal processing fee will be applied).
Click on "Join" to find the PayPal link.

Have New Email Address?
If you have any changes to your email address or other information
(such as address, phone number and camera) let me know.
This will help me keep our member list up-to-date.
My email is treasurer@grcameraclub.org

Thank You For Treats
Caroline
Shearer

January treat providers:
Jan Lewis, Rosemary VanHouten,
Kathy Kendall, Cal Fagley,
and Karen Mueller.

We're on Facebook
- Check Us Out!

by
Becky Humes,
GRCC's Social
Media Coordinator

Treat Sign-Up Sheet

by Caroline Shearer,
GRCC Treat Coordinator

Look for the sign-up sheet on one of
the tables if you would like
to bring in a treat for an
upcoming meeting.
Here's the link to our
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/
GRCameraClub/

10

The

Tips From Kelly...

Adding Presets
Into Lightroom

by GRCC Member Kelly Walkotten

There are many presets available on line, both for free and for purchase. Presets can be
added under Develop for different developing effects, Slideshow for different viewing
effects, Print for different layout effects, and Web for different web gallery layouts.
They are all added in the same way. We will look at adding presets into the
Develop mode.

Click on the + in the Presets area.

Right click on the new collection and chose Import.

Name the Preset and select the Folder arrow
and select New Folder. Click Create.

Navigate to where the presets are located. Select
them all and click Import.

Your presets will appear ready for you to use.

Name the Folder and click Create.

ABOUT KELLY
WALKOTTEN

Kelly lives in the greater Grand Rapids area and her images have been exhibited in
many venues around West Michigan including ArtPrize and Festival of the Arts.
Her work can be viewed at: www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com
© Kelly Walkotten 2015-17
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WALKER AVE

Regular meetings are held
the third Wednesday
of the month except for
February, July and August.

LAKE MICHIGAN DR

28 TH ST

Time:
Location:
		
		

7:15 PM
Boy Scouts of America
3213 Walker Ave. NW
Walker, MI

Got GRCC or PSA News to Share?
If so, send it my way. It’s easy to do via email. The news has to be photographically related about yourself or another member (or GRCC or PSA related).
Just click on the email link below and include “GRCC News” in the subject line.
And if you have a photo or link to go with the news, include that as well.
LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org
Feb.

24

Mark Your Calendars

by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August. If you have GRCC
news, information or photos for the March Lights & Shadows, please
get these submitted on or BEFORE Friday, February 24, 2017.
You can send them to: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

Look For The Green
The visitors at our monthly club meetings have nametags
with a green bar and “Guest” boldly displayed at the top.
Their name will be written in underneath. Introduce yourself,
and be sure and let them know they are welcome at our club.

Graphic Design Services provided by Greg Ferguson at GV Graphics • Helping Your Business Look Good • Web: gvg.us • Email: greg@gvg.us

In January, March, April, May and June,
and in September, October, November and December.

COVELL

Visitors are Welcome to
Attend our Meetings!
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