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Protography Will Continue To Evolve
And Our Club Will Evolve With It

by Diane Durand,
GRCC President

I would like to wish everyone a happy and healthy 2017!! Thank you all for another
successful year for the Grand Rapids Camera Club, as our "evolvement" continues!!

"Fireworks" by Diane Durand

"Great Grill" by Diane Durand

I like to take time in January to review the past year
and prepare for the coming one. I was looking at some
of my president’s articles from previous years. It is
interesting to see how far we have come in such a
short time. Some of the topics I previously wrote about
include integrating digital photography into our competition, collecting e-mails for the newsletter, launching
our website and asking questions about the direction
of photography. It seems funny to remember when we
were practically begging people to sign up to receive
the newsletter via e-mail. Now nearly everyone has
multiple e-mail addresses. I don’t believe we even print
the Lights and Shadows anymore.
There are always more unanswered questions about the
direction of photography. Will point and shoot cameras
be a thing of the past as they are replaced by the camera
in your cell phone? Will SLRs as we know them today
cease to exist? High-Dynamic-Range images are seen
in nearly every month’s competition, but what will be
the next innovation to become something we are so
used to seeing that we don’t question it anymore?
What role do we, as photographers, play in moving
the innovations forward? Do we embrace the changes
or fight to keep that which is familiar? Do we see the
changes as exciting or as a burden?

Thanks to all of you who work so hard to make the meetings, workshops, and exhibitions a
success. I hope each of you has enough time to review, reflect and celebrate. I also hope you
all have a safe, happy and peaceful new year
filled with photographic fun.

1

The

Jan.

18
Wed.

Meeting
Presentation:

Architectural Photography
Presented by GRCC members Steve Port, Randy Zwiers and Robyn Porteen

When: Wednesday, January 18, 2017 at 7:15 pm
Where: Boy Scout of America, 3213 Walker Ave. NW, Walker, MI 49544
Cost: Free
Article by
Jan Lewis,
VP of Programs

One niche of our shared art form not highlighted recently is that of Architectural Photography.
This can be described as photographing the built environment in all its detail, importance and
inherent beauty. Three speakers will each show a selection of images that have a special spot in
their own portfolio. Each presenter will explain why they took the shot, why it is special to them,
and what technique they
might have used to tell a
story in one frame.

Presenters:
Steve Port,
Randy Zwiers
and
Robyn Porteen
PRESENTER BIOGRAPHIES
Steve Port: GRCC member with a passionate interest in the built environment.
Randy Zwiers: GRCC member and a professional architectural design technician.
Robyn Porteen: GRCC member and part-time professional architectural photographer.

Mar.

15
Wed.

Call for March Mini-Programs

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs
programs@grcameraclub.org

Our March 15, 2017 program will be our annual Mini-Program extravaganza. What is a miniprogram? Basically it is a slideshow, although it can contain video footage. It is most entertaining
Continued on next page - See Call for Mini-Programs
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The

Call for Mini-Programs - Continued from previous page
Mar.

15
Wed.

if the slideshow is set to music. You can use a variety of software, such as ProShow, or Windows
Media, or Apple Photo to create your slideshow. Just make sure you work out the details with our
digital coordinator, Jim Shearer (images@grcameraclub.org), to ensure that it will play correctly
on the club computer.
Topic or subject is up to you. It it could be about your recent amazing photo trip, or it could be
images of interesting mailboxes you have collected over the years, or lighthouses, or waterfalls, or
minimalism. That said, snapshots of your new grandchild might not be as interesting to the club as
they would be to your family members, so keep that in mind when selecting your subject matter.
We do have limited program time, so we try to keep the number of shows to 7 or under, with a time
limit of about 5-6 minutes per show. So if you are interested please let me and Jim Shearer know if
you plan to put a mini-program together.

Have a Favorite Photo Spot in Michigan?

by Jeanne Quillan

We would love to put together a list of
favorite photo spots – places that you
like to go to capture your great images.
I am sure there are many locations in
Michigan that are unknown to most of us.
In addition, we would like to print a list
each month of current festivals and events
around the area that may be of
interest to photographers.
Please forward your suggestions to me at:
competition1@grcameraclub.org
or
photobug49@comcast.net .

Article reprinted from
previous month's
Light & Shadows
newsletter.

GRCC Assigned Subjects for 2017
January..........Animal Portraits
March............Ice
April..............The Color Purple
May...............Street Scenes

June...............Geometric
SUMMER BREAK

September.....Twisted Trees
October..........Country Roads
November......Nature's Revenge
December......Too Many to Count

The 2017 Assigned Subjects are available on our website on the Competition Corner page. A business-card-size list is also available at our meetings.
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The

Jan.

14
Sat.

Photography
Workshop:

Tabletop Photography

Presenter:
Mike Mitchell

When: Saturday, January 14, 2017 at 9:00 am - noon
		 Plan to arrive 10-15 minutes early to get set up.
Where: Mike Mitchell's Studio, 20579 Kenowa Ave. NW, Sparta, MI 49345
Cost: Free for GRCC members
		 $10 per person for non-members (beginning Dec. 22)
The Details: In this hands-on workshop you will learn the basics of Tabletop
Photography. Mike will begin with an equipment and lighting techniques
presentation, followed by ample time for you to shoot a variety of tabletop
setups with your own camera gear. You will learn how you can set up a tabletop area in your home and
capture interesting images of what many of us consider everyday objects.
Bring your camera with a short-to-medium-focal-length
telephoto lens (zooms in the 70-200mm range are a
good choice), a tripod and a cable release if you have
one.
How To Register: Space is limited to 15, so
participation will be on a first come basis.
We may offer another session, depending on response.
Pre-registration is required. Please send an email with
your name and contact information to Mike to reserve
your spot at:
mike.mitchell@grcameraclub.org or
votrepear@gmail.com
Mike will send you additional information after you
register. As there may be a waiting list, if your plans
change please notify Mike so someone else can attend
in your place.
About Mike Mitchell: Mike has been shooting since the tender age of nine
or ten. Currently he works as a senior photographer for Meijer Inc. When not
making pictures for them, he makes pictures for himself. He has been an active
GRCC member for many years. Mike has given numerous presentations and has
led workshops for a number of West Michigan camera clubs and photography
groups. He has also presented several times at the SWMCCC Summer Weekend
of Photography. Mike has had his images exhibited in two one-man shows,
as well as a number of multi-artist venues.
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The

2017 Program/Workshop Schedule

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

Here's our program speakers for the coming year. Listed below are those currently
scheduled. Remember, schedules can change, so be sure to check your Lights and Shadows
and our website (www.grcameraclub.org) to confirm the scheduled speakers each month.

Programs
MONTH

SPEAKER

PROGRAM TITLE or SUBJECT

January 18

Steve Port,
Randy Zwiers,
Robyn Porteen

Architectural Photography

February 15		

Year-End Competition

March 15		

Annual Mini-Program Extravaganza

April 19

Bruce Wright - X-Rite

Color Management; 15 mins. to your best print results

May 17

Wayne Pope

How to Grow as a Photographer

June 21

Randall Nyhof

Perspectives on Fine Art Photography

Workshops
MONTH

SPEAKER

WORKSHOP TITLE or SUBJECT

January 14

Mike Mitchell

Tabletop Workshop at Mike Mitchell's Studio

May 6		

Field Trip to Ranger Steve's Odybrook Nature Preserve

Have a Program / Workshop Idea?

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

Do you have an idea for a Program or Workshop?
I am always open to suggestions! Let me know if you have something you would like to
learn more about, or if you have the name of a potential speaker (maybe even yourself).
Contact me at programs@grcameraclub.org .

5

The

Competition Corner

by Jeanne Quillan, VP of Competition

Year-End Competition For GRCC 2016 Competitors
I encourage all members who competed in 2016 to participate in the year-end competition,
even if you have entered only a few. What have you got to lose?

What You Need To Know
Images must have been entered in 2016 monthly Competitions.
The competition is judged by photographers in the community who are not affiliated with our club.
Images are judged according to your skill - Class A and Class B and are divided
based on your overall average score for the year.
You may enter up to 10 images in each category Creative, Monochrome, Photojournalism, Open, Nature and Scapes.
Images must be entered in the category in which they were originally entered with the exception of
Assigned. If entering an assigned image please specify what category you want them entered in.
Be sure they meet the criteria for that category.
In some cases there may not be enough entries in a category; these will be moved to either Nature or Open.
Place awards, along with honorable mentions, are awarded in each category.
Many times we have seen images that have scored low in monthly competitions
receive top awards at year end.
I can provide a list of your entries at your request.
Awards will be given at our banquet on February 16, 2017. Plan to attend, it’s the event of the year!

What You Need To Do
DIGITAL: Send a list of the image titles you wish to enter using
the normal digital email address images@grcameraclub.org.
Be sure to include the name of the image, category and (in the
case of an assigned image) the category you choose to enter it in
(limit is 10 per category). You do not need to resend the image….
ONLY send a list of the titles and categories.

PRINTS: Bring your prints to
our January 18 meeting, or
make arrangements to drop
them off at my home any time
prior to the competition.

Deadline for Entry is Wednesday, January 18, 2017
Questions?: Contact me at competition1@grcameraclub.org or photobug49@comcast.net.
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The

GRCC Image of the Month

by Jeanne Quillan, VP of Competition

The Image of the Month is chosen by one of our members as the image that appeals to them the
most. Each month, the honor of choosing the image is assigned to a different GRCC
member. This month’s favorite image was chosen by Gordon Kreager.

“Junkyard Startup” by Linda Greer

Chosen by Gordon Kreager

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
I looked through my files and chose a truck I shot in 2015 in Northern California, with the aim of creating a composite of images I captured from the
same region. The setting I chose was taken in a wetlands area, a place where
you would never see the slightest measure of litter. The sky in that image
had been a flat grayish white, so I added a warm sunset from a different day.
The 3 ravens were from another day, added in order to convey more of a
feeling of abandonment. I used Photoshop selection tools for each element
of the composite, and used TopazLabs for color adjustment, contrast, and
vibrance. After creating many versions of the same scene, I stopped at this
one. In creating this composite, I was able to revisit some of my favorite and
most meaningful places.
- Linda

WHY I LIKED IT:
This photo tells a
story of time gone
by. It also asks a
question about how
this scene came
about. Few photos
possess these
qualities.
- Gordon

Look For The Green
The visitors at our monthly club meetings have nametags with
a green bar and “Guest” boldly displayed at the top. Their name
will be written in underneath. Introduce yourself, and be sure
and let them know they are welcome at our club.
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The

Welcome New GRCC Members

Christine
Mooney

by Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

We have new members who joined our club recently. They are:
Diane Clouse who shoots with a Nikon D300; Joy and Larry Hein who shoot with a Canon;
Serah Yolinda Belmont who shoots with Apple iPhone, iPod, Canon, Epson, Konica Minolta
and Nikon; Thomas Bair who shoots with a Canon T6i; Janet Bair who shoots with a Nikon
D3400; and Laura Kurkiewicz who shoots with a Canon 80D.
Please welcome our new members when you see them.

Membership Dues Reminder
Dues are increasing for the 2017 year. Dues will be $35 for individuals and
$50 for two individuals living at the same address. Also, if you plan to attend
the February Banquet, please include an extra $5 per member.
We also have PayPal available on our Grand Rapids Camera Club website
for your convenience (a small PayPal processing fee will be applied).
Click on "Join" to find the PayPal link.

Have New Email Address?
If you have any changes to your email address or other information
(such as address, phone number and camera) let me know.
This will help me keep our member list up-to-date.
My email is treasurer@grcameraclub.org

Thank You...
Caroline
Shearer

I just want to thank everyone
who brought in treats for our
December meeting, we had a
great selection!

We're on Facebook
- Check Us Out!

by
Becky Humes,
GRCC's Social
Media Coordinator

Treat Sign-Up Sheet

by Caroline Shearer,
GRCC Treat Coordinator

Look for the sign-up sheet on one of
the tables if you would like
to bring in a treat for an
upcoming meeting.

Here's the link to our
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/
GRCameraClub/
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The

Tips From Kelly...

by GRCC Member Kelly Walkotten

Creating Interesting Lighting Effects in Elements
Here's a way to create interesting lighting effects in Elements...
Select Lighting Effects.

File>Open and open desired photo.
In the Layers palette, click on the Background.
Create a duplicate by Command/Control J.

Edit (left side of screen)>Effects>Filters >Render.

Double click on the Lighting Effects and
a dialog box comes up
(see examples on next page).
You can change the direction of the light
by dragging and repositioning the oval
using the handles.
Light Style, Type, Intensity, and Focus
can all be adjusted. The Properties and
Texture Channel can also be adjusted.
Play with it to get the look you want.
Continued on next page - See Tips From Kelly

ABOUT KELLY
WALKOTTEN

Kelly lives in the greater Grand Rapids area and her images have been exhibited in
many venues around West Michigan including ArtPrize and Festival of the Arts.
Her work can be viewed at: www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com
© Kelly Walkotten 2015-16
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Tips From Kelly - Continued from previous page
I used these
settings shown
here in these two
Lighting Effects
panels.

© Kelly Walkotten 2015-16

Time:
Location:
		
		

LAKE MICHIGAN DR

COVELL

Regular meetings are held
the third Wednesday
of the month except for
February, July and August.

WALKER AVE

Visitors are Welcome to
Attend our Meetings!

28 TH ST

7:15 PM
Boy Scouts of America
3213 Walker Ave. NW
Walker, MI

Got GRCC or PSA News to Share?
If so, send it my way. It’s easy to do via email. The news has to be photographically related about yourself or another member (or GRCC or PSA related).
Just click on the email link below and include “GRCC News” in the subject line.
And if you have a photo or link to go with the news, include that as well.
LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org
JAN.

26

Mark Your Calendars

by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

Graphic Design Services provided by Greg Ferguson at GV Graphics • Helping Your Business Look Good • Web: gvg.us • Email: greg@gvg.us

The

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August. If you have GRCC
news, information or photos for the February Lights & Shadows, please
get these submitted on or BEFORE Thursday, January 26, 2017.
You can send them to: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org
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