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Once again the end of the year is rapidly approaching. I always look forward to December 
because I love the snow and, of course, the holidays. But I also take time in December to 
review and reflect on the year.

Reflecting On the YeaR by Diane Durand, GRCC President 

Everyone is encouraged to bring a Finger Food to our
December GRCC meeting. 

by Caroline Shearer

Continued on page 2 - See PRESIDENT'S LETTER
Top Photo: My Old Kentucky Home

Bottom Photo: Blue and Green

fingeR fOOd PaRtY at decembeR meeting

Over the past year, our club membership has remained above the 100-member 
mark. We see more than half of our members in attendance at each of our 
monthly meetings! Through our programs, we have learned about the
Michigan barn preservation project, toured many waterfalls in northern
Michigan, had a drone photography demonstration, learned how to improve our 
portrait photography, learned about time-lapse photography in a tour of North 
America, and had a demonstration of some very helpful plug-ins.  We have seen 
members’ mini programs and their favorite images representing some assigned 
subjects like song titles, texture and solitude. We even got to judge the photo 
scavenger hunt that several groups tackled, each in their own unique way.

We enjoyed a workshop in conceptual photography,
an Adobe Lightroom seminar, and frequent tips and
articles in our Lights & Shadows newsletters. Thanks
to everyone who continues to contribute and educate 
our members.

In 2016, our members participated in the
Glennie Nature Salon, an international photographic 
competition. We are continuing to participate as a club 
in Photographic Society of America international
competitions. We have shared our work in an exhibit at 
the Wyoming Public Library.
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER - Continued from page 1

Members of our club won photo 
contests associated with both the 
summer and winter State Games of 
Michigan. That continues our streak 
of a club member winning at least 
one award in every State Games 
since we got involved in the second 
year of the event. It will be interest-
ing next summer as Grand Rapids 
hosts the State Games of America.

Thanks to all of you who work so hard to make the meetings, 
workshops, and exhibitions a success. I hope each of you has 
enough time to review, reflect and celebrate. I also hope you 
all have a safe, happy and peaceful holiday season.

Rugby Runner

have a favORite PhOtO SPOt in michigan? by Jeanne Quillan 

We would love to put together a list 
of favorite photo spots – places that 
you like to go to capture your great 
images. I am sure there are many 
locations in Michigan that are
unknown to most of us. In addition, 
we would like to print a list each 
month of current festivals and events 
around the area that may be of
interest to photographers. Please 
forward your suggestions to me at:
 competition1@grcameraclub.org

or 
photobug49@comcast.net .

Remember to bring a Finger Food
to our December GRCC meeting. 

Don't
Forget...

http://competition1@grcameraclub.org
http://photobug49@comcast.net


About Jeanne Quillan:   Jean has been interested in photography nearly her whole life 
and has been a member of the GRCC almost 25 years. She has been Competition Chair-
person for the club for many years and has been responsible for choosing and training 
our judges, as well as keeping records of members’ competition entries and scores.
In addition, Jeanne coordinates the selection and uploading of our members’ images for 
the PSA (Photographic Society of America) Interclub Competitions. She has success-
fully completed the Image Analysis course offered through PSA. Jeanne has judged 
many photography competitions for Camera Clubs, SWMCCC competitions, and most 
recently the 2016 PSA Youth Showcase Competition, involving the photography of 
high school students internationally.

meeting
PReSentatiOn:    cOmPetitiOn PhOtOgRaPhY

-- YOu be the Judge
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Have you ever wondered why your competition image didn’t receive the score you think it 
deserved?  In this program, I will be putting you in the judge’s seat. We will review the club’s 
scoring criteria and our 7 competition categories. Getting a great score starts with choosing your 
best image and entering it in the correct category. What does the judge really see?  Why did he/she 
choose to give a high score, or just as important, why did it receive a lower one?  Together, you 
and I will take a close look and critique some of the images that have been entered in
recent competitions, having you share your thoughts about the image and its score.

21
Dec.

Wed.

Article by
Jan Lewis,

VP of Programs

Presenter:
Jeanne Quillan,

GRCC
VP  of Competition

 When:  Wednesday, December 21, 2016 at 7:15 pm
 Where: Boy Scout of America, 3213 Walker Ave. NW, Walker, MI 49544
  Cost:  Free

call fOR maRch 2017 mini-PROgRamS by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs 

Our March 15, 2017 program will be our annual Mini-Program extravaganza. What is a mini-program? 
Basically it is a slideshow, although it can contain video footage. It is most entertaining if the slide-
show is set to music. You can use a variety of software, such as ProShow, or Windows Media, or Apple 
Photo to create your slideshow.  Just make sure you work out the details with our digital coordinator, 
Jim Shearer (images@grcameraclub.org),  to ensure that it will play correctly on the club computer.  
Topic or subject is up to you. It it could be about your recent amazing photo trip, or it could be images 
of interesting mailboxes you have collected over the years, or lighthouses, or waterfalls, or minimal-
ism. That said, snapshots of your new grandchild might not be as interesting to the club as they would 
be to your family members, so keep that in mind when selecting your subject matter.
We do have limited program time, so we try to keep the number of shows to 7 or under, with a time 
limit of about 5-6 minutes per show.  So if you are interested or plan to put a mini-program together, 
please let me know at programs@grcameraclub.org and Jim Shearer at images@grcameraclub.org.

mailto:images@grcameraclub.org
mailto:programs@grcameraclub.org
mailto:images@grcameraclub.org
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PhOtOgRaPhY
WORkShOP:    tabletOP PhOtOgRaPhY14

Jan.

Sat.

Presenter:
Mike Mitchell

 When: Saturday, January 14, 2017 at 9:00 am - noon
  Plan to arrive 10-15 minutes early to get set up.
 Where: Mike Mitchell's Studio, 20579 Kenowa Ave. NW, Sparta, MI 49345
 Cost:  Free for GRCC members
  $10 per person for non-members (beginning Dec. 22) 

The Details:  In this hands-on workshop you will learn the basics of Tabletop
Photography. Mike will begin with an equipment and lighting techniques
presentation, followed by ample time for you to shoot a variety of tabletop
setups with your own camera gear. You will learn how you can set up a tabletop area in your home and 
capture interesting images of what many of us consider everyday objects.

Bring your camera with a short-to-medium-focal-length 
telephoto lens (zooms in the 70-200mm range are a 
good choice), a tripod and a cable release if you have 
one.

How To Register:  Space is limited to 15, so
participation will be on a first come basis.
We may offer another session, depending on response.

Pre-registration is required. Please send an email with 
your name and contact information to Mike to reserve 
your spot at:
mike.mitchell@grcameraclub.org or
votrepear@gmail.com 
 
Mike will send you additional information after you
register. As there may be a waiting list, if your plans 
change please notify Mike so someone else can attend
in your place.

About Mike Mitchell:   Mike has been shooting since the tender age of nine
or ten. Currently he works as a senior photographer for Meijer Inc. When not
making pictures for them, he makes pictures for himself. He has been an active 
GRCC member for many years. Mike has given numerous presentations and has 
ledworkshops for a number of West Michigan camera clubs and photography 
groups. He has also presented several times at the SWMCCC Summer Weekend
of Photography. Mike has had his images exhibited in two one-man shows,
as well as a number of multi-artist venues.

mailto:mike.mitchell@grcameraclub.org
mailto:votrepear@gmail.com
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I have been working hard to line up program speakers for the coming year.  Listed below 
are those currently scheduled.  Remember, schedules can change, so be sure to check your 
Lights and Shadows and our website (www.grcameraclub.org) to confirm the scheduled 
speakers each month.

MONTH SPEAKER PROGRAM TITLE or SUBJECT

December 21 Jeanne Quillan Competition Review and Critique

January 18 Steve Port,
 Randy Zwiers,
 Robyn Porteen Architectural Photography

February 15  Year-End Competition

March 15  Annual Mini-Program Extravaganza

April 19 Bruce Wright - X-Rite Color Management; 15 mins. to your best print results

May 17 Wayne Pope How to Grow as a Photographer

June 21  TBA

MONTH SPEAKER WORKSHOP TITLE or SUBJECT

January 14 Mike Mitchell Tabletop Workshop at Mike Mitchell's Studio

May 6  Field Trip to Ranger Steve's Odybrook Nature Preserve

2016 -17 PROgRam/WORkShOP Schedule by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs 

PROgRamS

WORkShOPS

Do you have an idea for a Program or Workshop? 

I am always open to suggestions!  Let me know if you have something you would like to 
learn more about, or if you have the name of a potential speaker (maybe even yourself).

Contact me at programs@grcameraclub.org .

PROgRam / WORkShOP ideaS?

http://www.grcameraclub.org
mailto:programs@grcameraclub.org
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cOmPetitiOn cORneR by Jeanne Quillan, VP of Competition 

You may hear us mention PSA from time to time. 
PSA is short for “Photographic Society of America,” 
and the Grand Rapids Camera Club has been a 
member for many, many years.

The GRCC has begun it’s entries in the 2016-2017 season. To date, results are back for the Round 1
NATURE competition. An Award of Merit was earned by Cathy Keifer for “Jumping Spider on Milkweed,” 
and an Honorable Mention to Jerry Keifer for “Lynx on Thistle.” After one round in Nature, the GRCC is in 
fourth place in group A - the top clubs nationally and internationally. Additional entries were submitted in 
Nature for Mark Darnell, Christine Darnell, Joe Hempstead and Randy Wegoner. See the winning
images here: https://psa-photo.org/index.php?2016-17-nd-ic-round-one.

PSA INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS:  PSA provides many opportunities for individual members, including 
online learning, image evaluation services, study groups, individual competitions, mentor services, and 
many more. Take a moment to look at their website to see all the opportunities PSA has to offer. I have 
entered some of the international exhibitions, with some success. See the list of current ones on the
website. If you are looking toward expanding your
photography horizons, look to PSA: https://psa-photo.org/ 

PSA MEMBER CLUBS: As a club, we regularly compete in the Interclub Competitions in the categories of 
Nature, Open, Photojournalism and Creative. Within these competitions, we compete with and against 
many other PSA clubs internationally. Members receive individual ribbons and awards; the clubs receive 
awards as well. It is great seeing our club at or near the top of the list of clubs yearly! Our club entries 
are chosen by one or more of our judges each round. Selections are made from what we consider great 
images that have been shown in our monthly competitions. Because we are competing as a club, we only 
select the best of the best for entry. So, if you hear from me that one of your images was selected, you 
should feel appropriately honored!

The 2017 Assigned Subjects are available on our website on the Competition Corner page. A business-card-size list is also available at our meetings.

September ....Twisted Trees
October .........Country Roads
November .....Nature's Revenge
December .....Too Many to Count

January .........Animal Portraits
March ...........Ice
April .............The Color Purple
May ..............Street Scenes

June ..............Geometric

 December ....Junkyard 

SUMMER BREAK

2016

2017

gRcc aSSigned SubJectS

all abOut PSa

https://psa-photo.org/index.php?2016-17-nd-ic-round-one
https://psa-photo.org/ 
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The Image of the Month is chosen by one of our members as the image that appeals to them the 
most. Each month, the honor of choosing the image is assigned to a different GRCC
member. This month’s favorite image was chosen by Diane Durand.

WHY I LIKED IT:
I really like architectural photography and 
this one was very interesting. With all of the 
different reflections, it was a visual puzzle 
to try to figure out where everything was 
in relation to everything else in the photo. 
It was bright and intriguing and made me 
want to keep searching to figure out what 
was happening. Roger’s choice of camera 
placement was perfect to highlight all the 
reflections, colors and angles.
        - Diane

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
 I really enjoy reflections, whether they are 
reflections from water, glass, mirrors or any-
thing else that creates an interesting reflection.  
As I was walking through the Grand Rapids 
Art Museum, this view caught my eye,
combining reflections from the water as well 
as the glass on the building. The beautiful day 
we had also helped in capturing this
composition.  Photo was shot with a Canon 
7D with a 17-40mm f/4L, 1/250 sec at 17mm.       
       - Roger

“City View”  by Roger Fry Chosen by Diane Durand

gRcc image Of the mOnth by Jeanne Quillan, VP of Competition 

Remember to bring a Finger Food
to our December GRCC meeting. 

Don't
Forget...
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Here's a way to create interesting lighting effects in Photoshop...

In the Layers palette, click on the Background 
Copy and drag it to the Create a New Layer Icon 
or Command / Control J.

File > Open the desired photo you want to work on 
in Photoshop.

A dialog box comes up. Change the 
direction of the light by dragging and 
repositioning the oval using the handles. 
Light Style, Type, Intensity, and Focus 
can all be adjusted. The Properties and 
Texture Channel can also be adjusted.
I used the setting below. Play with it for 
the desired effects.

Filter > Render > Lighting Effects

lighting effectS in PhOtOShOP

tiPS fROm kellY... by GRCC Member Kelly Walkotten

© Kelly Walkotten 2015-16

Kelly lives in the greater
Grand Rapids area and her images 
have been exhibited in many venues 
around West Michigan including 
ArtPrize and Festival of the Arts.
Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com 

ABOUT KELLY WALKOTTEN

http://kellywalkottenphotography.com


The

9

Here's the link to our
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/
GRCameraClub/

Here's the link to the Nikon sponsored article:
http://www.digitaltrends.com/
photography/2016-best-state-for-fall-photog-
raphy/

by
Becky Humes,
GRCC's Social

Media Coordinator

Dues are increasing for the 2017 year.  Dues will be $35 for individuals and 
$50 for two individuals living at the same address.  Also, if you plan to attend 
the February Banquet, please include an extra $5 per member.

We also have PayPal available on our Grand Rapids Camera Club website for
your convenience (a small PayPal processing fee will be applied).  Click on 
"Join" to find the PayPal link.

If you have any changes to your email address or other information
(such as address, phone number and camera) let me know.
This will help me keep our member list up-to-date.
My email is treasurer@grcameraclub.org 

We have a new member who joined our club recently. 
Her name is Sindhura Vaddi and she shoots with a Canon.
Please welcome Sindhura when you she her at our next meeting.

WelcOme neW gRcc membeR

membeRShiP dueS RemindeR

have neW email addReSS?

by Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

Look for the sign-up sheet on one of
the tables if you would like
to bring in a treat for an
upcoming meeting.

tReat Sign-uP Sheet

Thanks to: Linda Greer,
Christine Darnell and
Jan Lewis for the treats
in November!

thank YOu fOR tReatS by Caroline Shearer, 
GRCC Treat Coordinator

We'Re On facebOOk 
- check uS Out!

michigan WaS named tOP SPOt 
fOR ShOOting autumn cOlORS!

Christine
Mooney

Caroline
Shearer

https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/
https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/
mailto:treasurer@grcameraclub.org
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David Guttenfelder, recently featured on CBS This Morning show, has a photograph that has 
been selected for the TIMES 100 Most Influential Photos Ever Taken.  What makes this so inter-
esting to me, is that this photo was shot on an iPhone and in North Korea, where photography is 
typically banned.   (100photos.time.com/david-guttenfelder-north-korea)

You might say, well of course his photo was noticed and selected because he is a National
Geographic Photography Fellow who travels the world and has every opportunity to see and

If you have any changes to your email address or other information
(such as address, phone number and camera) let me know.
This will help me keep our member list up-to-date.
My email is treasurer@grcameraclub.org 

We have a new member who joined our club recently. 
Her name is Sindhura Vaddi and she shoots with a Canon.
Please welcome Sindhura when you she her at our next meeting.

have neW email addReSS?

Steve Port’s

When I wax nostalgic about the evolution of photography, I usually 
have hardware in mind.  Where did it start?  Where is it going?  While 
doing some recent post-processing, I realized that I really didn’t 
know much of the history of the other side of the coin – photo editing 
software. Regardless of your preferred brand, Photoshop has been and 
continues to be the big dog on this street.

Back in 1987, PhD student Thomas Kroll was developing an image-processing program for his 
Mac.  Soon his brother John joined in (then employed at George Lucas’ Industrial Light & Magic). 
By 1988 the program had advanced dramatically and the brothers decided to see if they could sell 
the company.  The first interested party, however, was not Adobe.  Instead, a company named
BarneyScan came alongside to include licensed copies with their scanner hardware.  This was
followed by a presentation to Adobe later in 1988 which, shall we say, went very well.

Early in 1990, Adobe launched Photoshop 1.0 followed by V.2.0 in mid-1991 (required double the 
RAM).  Up until this time, Photoshop was purely a Mac program but, in 1992, V.2.5 made its
Windows debut.  In 1994, PS 3.0 emerged and included their version of the layers concept.

Feature after feature came forward in seemingly endless version introductions.  Software evolution, 
planet wide, is an ever accelerating phenomenon connected to, but sometimes leading, hardware 
advancements.  An alien arriving from the planet Mongo might now see this in a similar light to the 
chicken or the egg conundrum.  Which comes first, hardware or software?

Regardless of historical sequence or technical advancement, we find ourselves in the age in which 
hardware and software are inexorably joined at the hip.  One does not and cannot exist independent 
of the other.  For those who feel unsettled by this situation, I can only say,
it is what it is. We need to use our club to help make sense of it all.

Steve Port History of Photo-Editing Software

PhOtOgRaPheR gaRneRS aWaRdS With iPhOne PhOtOS by Vicky Ferguson

Continued on page 11 - See GUTTENFELDER

http://100photos.time.com/david-guttenfelder-north-korea
mailto:treasurer@grcameraclub.org
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Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August.  If you have GRCC 
news, information or photos for the January Lights & Shadows, please
get these submitted on or BEFORE Tuesday, December 27, 2016.
You can send them to: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

maRk YOuR calendaRS by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

27
DEC.

W
AL

KE
R 

 A
VE

CO
VE

LL

28 TH  ST

LAKE  MICHIGAN DRRegular meetings are held
the third Wednesday

of the month except for
February, July and August.

 Time:  7:15 PM
 Location:  Boy Scouts of America
  3213 Walker Ave. NW
  Walker, MI

gOt gRcc OR PSa neWS tO ShaRe?
If so, send it my way.  It’s easy to do via email. The news has to be photo-
graphically related about yourself or another member (or GRCC or PSA related).  
Just click on the email link below and include “GRCC News” in the subject line.
And if you have a photo or link to go with the news, include that as well. 

LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

viSitORS aRe WelcOme tO
attend OuR meetingS!

GUTTENFELDER - Continued from page 10 

photograph great things. Well, judge for yourself. Check out his web site: davidguttenfelder.com, 
or follow his twitter, instagram and snapchat feeds (dguttenfelder).

He was awarded Instagram Photographer of the Year by TIME magazine, and taught the first
National Geographic Explorer’s Smartphone Photography Workshop in San Francisco in 2015.   
In 2016, he has been hired by the National Park Service to shoot (via his iPhone) photos of
Yellowstone and other National Parks for their Centennial.

More info: http://www.cbsnews.com/news/david-guttenfelder-us-national-parks-national-parks-
service-100th-anniversary/

http://gvg.us
mailto:greg@gvg.us
mailto:LSNewsEditor%40grcameraclub.org?subject=
http://davidguttenfelder.com
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/david-guttenfelder-us-national-parks-national-parks-service-100th-anniversary/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/david-guttenfelder-us-national-parks-national-parks-service-100th-anniversary/

