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The leaves have changed and a chill is clearly in the air. Fall is here. What a wonderful 
time to live in Michigan! Fall is my second favorite season, although it passes much too 
quickly. Fall is nature’s last hurrah before settling in for a long winter. If you don’t
typically shoot in fall, I encourage you to do so. The colors are beautiful. You will see 
things differently than they appear in the summer months. It won’t be long before winter 
forces most of us indoors until spring. Enjoy all that each of the seasons has to offer and 
continue to expand your photographic skills by challenging yourself to do new things.

November is a time for giving thanks. Setting aside 
one day to be grateful doesn’t seem like nearly 
enough to acknowledge all the wonderful people 
and things in the world. Our club continues to 
thrive each and every month. It amazes me how 
many people are interested in the art of photog-
raphy. I am truly grateful for all of our members, 
your contributions to the club, your skills and our 
shared love of the art of photography.

I think of the parallels between Thanksgiving dinner and 
photography, parallels that are polar opposites. When 
family members walk into your kitchen, everything smells 
wonderful. You’re such a good cook. As dinner is served, 
everything looks wonderful. You’re such a good cook. As 
everyone indulges in turkey and gravy, stuffing, potatoes, 
rolls and all the other dishes that laden down the table,
everything tastes wonderful. You’re such a good cook. 
Then the family moves to the living room to see the
annual slide show; now done digitally and shown on the 
high-definition television. Everyone is enthralled by the 
scenic landscapes of fascinating travel locations, delicate 
butterflies, beautiful blooms from your spring garden and 
gorgeous portraits from Cousin Sally’s wedding. You swell 
with pride. And then, you know it’s coming, the compli-
ments flow again. Not only are you a good cook, you also 
have a really nice...camera! You smile, knowing that only 
another photographer can understand,
that it isn’t the stove, it’s the cook.

On COOking and PhOtOgraPhy by Diane Durand, GRCC President 
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This presentation is scheduled for our monthly club meeting.
I think you will find it both interesting and well worth your time.

Plug-in programs are powerful software that can be added within Photoshop (and Lightroom), 
and act like mini-editors that modify your image. Photoshop Plug-ins run within the Photoshop 
software. They can add additional image effects to you photography, or they can perform tasks 
that are impossible or hard to fulfill within Photoshop. We will take a look at some of the
plug-ins available and see how plug-ins can enhance your photography.

When:  Wednesday, November 16, 2016 at 7:15 pm
Where: Boy Scout of America, 3213 Walker Ave. NW, Walker, MI 49544 

16
Nov.

Wed.

by Jan Lewis,
VP of Programs

Presenter:
Kelly Walkotten

Kelly Walkotten is a member of both GRCC and River City Camera Clubs. She resides in 
the Hudsonville area and has been photographing seriously for 15 years using Nikon
equipment. One of her specialties is underwater photography. She shows and sells her work 
at photography shows and galleries in the Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo areas. She also 
does portrait and commission work. 

Kelly has taught both Photoshop and Lightroom, as well as photography classes at
Kalamazoo Institute of Art, Workshoots (now closed), and various camera clubs and
organizations around the United States. She has written and published articles about her 
travels. PSA (Photographic Society of America), of which our club is a member, has
published some of her work. She has also published and presented with NANPA
(North American Nature Photographers Association).

Kelly has won awards from PSA for Photography and Publishing. She received the
J. Russell Excellence of Photography Award for her work at the 2015
Festival of the Arts. She has also participated in Art Prize.

About Kelly
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    drOPs Of light
MaCrO PhOtOgraPhy5

Nov.

Sat.

Presenter:
Charles St. Charles

Discover a very specialized type of macro photography that uses drops of 
water like nature’s lens. This amazing technique lets you capture a view of  
flowers inside of a drop of water. Each droplet becomes a tiny magnifying 
lens! Many people mistake this for a digitally manipulated image, but it’s 
done entirely with photography. Come make your own Drops of Light
images in the classroom. Bring your DSLR camera and tripod.

Cost: $25 per GRCC member, $50 non-members.
Reservations and prepayment required. Space is limited.
GRCC members may register at any time. Non-members may register
starting October 3, 2016. Please mail your check (payable to the
Grand Rapids Camera Club) together with your contact information
(name, email, phone - preferably a cell number) to:
Jan Lewis, GRCC Workshop, 1063 San Lucia Dr. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 
49506. Checks will not be cashed until after the workshop.

Saturday, November 5, 2016    8:30 a.m.- noon
At the Boy Scouts of America, 3213 Walker Ave NW, Walker, MI 49544
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Charles St. Charles is a professional Nature and Wildlife photographer who lives 
in Northern Michigan and teaches photography at NMC college in Traverse City. 
He also leads workshops for Nature of the Wild as well as the Roads Scholar 
program. His photos have appeared in variety of magazines, boardrooms and 
classrooms across the country. He loves to share the outdoor world with people, 
getting them outside and showing them things that they have never seen.

abOut Charles st. Charles iii

wOrkshOP is
Currently filled... 

yOu Can ask tO have yOur naMe added tO 
the waiting list in Case sOMeOne CanCels.

Do you have an idea for a Program or Workshop? 

I am always open to suggestions!  Let me know if you have something you would like to 
learn more about, or if you have the name of a potential speaker (maybe even yourself!).

Contact me at programs@grcameraclub.org .

by Jan Lewis, VP of ProgramsPrOgraM / wOrkshOP ideas

Please nOte: 

mailto:programs@grcameraclub.org


The

4

I have been working hard lining up program speakers for the coming year.  Listed below 
are what is currently scheduled.  Remember, schedules can change, so be sure to check your 
Lights and Shadows and our website (www.grcameraclub.org) to confirm the scheduled 
speakers each month.

MONTH SPEAKER PROGRAM TITLE or SUBJECT

November 16 Kelly Walkotten The Power of Plug-Ins

December 21 Jeanne Quillan Competition Review and Critique

January 18 Steve Port,
 Randy Zwiers,
 Robyn Porteen Architectural Photography

February 15  Year-End Competition

March 15  Annual Mini-Program Extravaganza

April 19 Bruce Wright - X-Rite Color Management; 15 mins. to your best print results

May 17 Wayne Pope How to Grow as a Photographer

June 21  TBA

MONTH SPEAKER WORKSHOP TITLE or SUBJECT

November 5 Charles St. Charles Drops of Light  - There will be a $25 per member   
  charge for this workshop. Reservations and
  prepayments are required.      
  See page 3 for more information.

May  Field Trip to Ranger Steve's Odybrook Nature Preserve

2016 -17 PrOgraM/wOrkshOP sChedule by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs 

You can send comments and suggestions to: programs@grcameraclub.org

PrOgraMs

wOrkshOPs

http://www.grcameraclub.org
mailto:programs@grcameraclub.org
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COMPetitiOn COrner by Jeanne Quillan, VP of Competition 

Our Annual Year-End Competition is the event of the year. Always held the last Saturday in
January, it is the one competition that members actually compete against one another for awards 
and recognition of their images.  January is closer than you think. Only images entered in the 
calendar year 2016 are eligible. There are only two more months of competition. Here is an
overview of the top awards and their criteria.

PLACE AWARDS – 1st, 2nd, 3rd and Honorable Mentions: Place awards and HMs are given for 
each category – Creative, Photo Journalism, Monochrome, Nature, Open, Portraits, and Scapes. 
The number of entries in each category determine how many awards are given for each.

In these last two months you may want to check your entries closely to verify your qualification 
for these awards. Check your previous entries for the year now. The more categories you have 
entered, the better your chances for year-end awards. Cumulative scores are shown on our web-
site and updated each month. Scores are very close and separated only by a few points in some 
instances. On the Competition Page, look at “Year-to-Date Scores”. 
I sincerely hope to see YOUR name on the list of winners in January!

TOP SCORER PRINTS: The member who has the highest cumulative score in the print division. 

TOP SCORER DIGITAL: The member who has the highest cumulative score in the digital division.

PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR: This is our most coveted award. This is the photographer who has the 
highest average score among both divisions.  To be eligible, he or she must have entered a minimum 
of 40 entries. Because we think the photographer of the year should be versatile in both print and 
digital photography, the 40 entries must include entries in both divisions.

year-end COMPetitiOn in view –
nOw is the tiMe tO review yOur 2016 entries.

The 2016-2017 Assigned Subjects are available on our website on the Competition Corner page. A business-card-size list is also available at our meetings.

September ....Twisted Trees
October .........Country Roads
November .....Nature's Revenge
December .....Too Many to Count

January .........Animal Portraits
March ...........Ice
April .............The Color Purple
May ..............Street Scenes

June ..............Geometric

 
December .....JunkyardNovember .....This Old House 

SUMMER BREAK

2016

2017

grCC assigned subjeCts
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This digital entry from the previous month’s competition was chosen the Image of the Month. 
This image appealed to Cal Fagley (and may not necessarily be the image that
scored the highest). Next month’s image will be chosen by a different member.

WHY I LIKED IT:
As I write this, I am in my hometown of Royersford, 
PA. Ironically, this is the town that fostered my love 
for horses and rodeos. From the time I was 11, I cared 
for quarter horses on a farm near my home. I knew that 
many of them were used at the rodeos in Reading, PA. 
In the 2nd year of working on the farm, the owner asked 
me to help him deliver the animals for the July 4th rodeo. 
I was on cloud 9! It was exciting, dirty and dusty fun. 
I made up my mind then and there to become a rodeo 
rider; however, it never came to fruition. When I saw 
Jeanne’s image it propelled me back 50 years to that first 
rodeo. Her image caught the young wrangler snaring 
the calf at full speed. The flying dust and dirt are there 
in vivid detail. Thanks Jeanne for taking me back to a 
wonderful time in my youth.
        - Cal

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
This was taken in 2015 at the
Kent County Youth Fair at one 
of their key events, the
“Little Britches Rodeo”.
This rodeo features young 
people ages 5-18. It was fun 
seeing the youth compete. I had 
overlooked this image for some 
time, but this summer decided I 
would see what I could do with 
it in post processing. In Adobe 
Lightroom I was able to crop, 
open up the shadows, etc. to 
transform it from an average 
photo to one that scored well.       
       - Jeanne

“Young Wrangler”  by Jeanne Quillan Chosen by Cal Fagley

grCC iMage Of the MOnth
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Preset adjustments can save you lots of time by performing the things you do regularly with just one click.
Part of the beauty of using Presets is that Lightroom adjustments are non- destructive, so you can use them as a 
starting point and tweak the edits until they are just right, or revert back to your original image.
There are lots of Presets available for free on the Internet, but it’s easy to create your own.

This will open a new window that allows you to 
select which settings you want to include in the 
Preset. Once you’ve finished give the Preset a 
sensible name and click Create.

The first step is to open an image in the Develop 
module and make the required adjustments using 
the controls in the panel on the right of the screen.
When you’re done, move over to the left side, find 
the Preset panel and create a new one by clicking 
on the ‘+’.

Your new Preset will now be available in the 
Preset panel to apply to other images.

Create yOur Own Presets fOr lightrOOM

tiPs frOM kelly... by GRCC Member Kelly Walkotten

© Kelly Walkotten 2015-16

Kelly lives in the greater
Grand Rapids area and her images 
have been exhibited in many venues 
around West Michigan including 
ArtPrize and Festival of the Arts.
Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com 

ABOUT KELLY WALKOTTEN

http://kellywalkottenphotography.com
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Here's the link to our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/

by
Becky Humes,

GRCC's Social Media 
Coordinator

We now have a
Classified Folder

on our Facebook page.
This is available

for our GRCC members
to buy and sell photography-

related items. Be sure to look for it,
check it out, and use it if you want.   --Becky

There is a sign-up sheet on one of
the tables if you would like to bring
in a treat for an
upcoming meeting.

Thanks to: Jan Lewis, Evie Carrier and 
Garnette Port for the treats in October!

If you have any changes to your email address or other information (such as 
address, phone number and camera) let me know. This will help me keep our 
member list up-to-date. My email is treasurer@grcameraclub.org 

We have two new members who joined our club recently.  They are:
Jim Giroux who shoots with Nikon and Sony, and
Jim Knapp who rejoined.  Jim shoots with a Canon.
Please welcome Jim Giroux and Jim Knapp when you see them.

welCOMe new grCC MeMbers

have new eMail address?

by Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

by Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

treat sign-uP sheet

thank yOu fOr treats

by Caroline Shearer,  GRCC Treat Coordinator

we're On faCebOOk 
- CheCk us Out!

The visitors at our monthly club meetings have 
nametags with a green bar and “Guest” boldly 
displayed at the top. Their name will be written 
in underneath.

Introduce yourself, and be sure and let them
know they are welcome at our club. 

lOOk fOr the green

https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/
mailto:treasurer@grcameraclub.org
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visitOrs are welCOMe tO
attend Our Meetings!

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August.  If you have GRCC 
news, information or photos for the December Lights & Shadows, please
get these submitted on or BEFORE Saturday, November 26, 2016.
You can send them to: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

Mark yOur Calendars by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

26
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LAKE  MICHIGAN DR

Regular meetings are held
the third Wednesday

of the month except for
February, July and August.

 Time:  7:15 PM
 Location:  Boy Scouts of America
  3213 Walker Ave. NW
  Walker, MI

gOt grCC Or Psa news tO share?
If so, send it my way.  It’s easy to do via email. The news has to be photo-
graphically related about yourself or another member (or GRCC or PSA related).  
Just click on the email link below and include “GRCC News” in the subject line.
And if you have a photo or link to go with the news, include that as well. 

LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

http://gvg.us
mailto:greg@gvg.us
mailto:LSNewsEditor%40grcameraclub.org?subject=

