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Special Workshop on November 5
Advanced Reservations and Prepayment Required!
by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

I am pleased to announce that
Charles St. Charles III will be
coming to our Grand Rapids
Camera Club on Saturday,
November 5 to conduct a
workshop on water droplet
macro photography.
This is a hands-on workshop
where you will learn his
techniques and have a chance
to implement them. The photos
on the left are examples of this
water droplet effect. The look
is very cool, and the new skills
you will learn may open up an
interesting photography path
for you to follow.
Remember, seating will be
limited and advanced prepaid
reservations are required.

Charles St. Charles III

Turn to page 3
for more details
on this
workshop, how to
register and
to read Charles'
biography.

Seating is Limited, Register ASAP!

Interesting Art and Artists

by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

ArtPrize has some interesting art, and the variety of the art has been great since the
beginning. I love the photo opportunities and I have been fortunate to have been able to
photograph the grand prize winners before the initial ballots were cast and tabulated.
This year, I had a chance to talk to many of the artists as well. That has added a new
dimension to ArtPrize for me. (See the last page of the
newsletter to see a few of the artists and their entries).
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The

OCT.

19
Weds.

Meeting
Presentation:

Visualizing an Entire Continent

Presenter:
Charles
St. Charles III

Grand Rapids Camera Club invites you to this
special Free event about nature photography.

by Jan Lewis,
VP of Programs

Presenter: Charles St. Charles, Photographer, adventurer and writer.
When: Wednesday, October 19, 2016 at 7:15 pm
Where: Boy Scout of America, 3213 Walker Ave. NW ,Walker, MI 49544
Contact: Jan Lewis Tel:(616) 446-7573
Want to learn more about the largest organism on earth, the largest migration in
North America, saving a fish that lives in the desert, how the Rocky Mountains
were made, and what makes Michigan unique in the world?
Then join Charles St. Charles, Cadillac area nature
photographer, whose latest project involves visiting
all 15 of the major eco regions in the continent,
leaving 90 time-lapse cameras behind. Their images
are used to visualize life on a continent level. Each
of the eco regions will be hosted in a separate edition
of a soon to be released digital publication, where
you’ll be able to tap on any region in the continent to
see, in near real time images, what is going on with
the natural world in that region.
Charles’s illustration and
storytelling will make it easy
and fun to understand the
complex 15 Eco Regions in
this Continent we live in.
Come to join us and have a
fun and educational evening
on October 19.

Continued on next page...

2

The

...Continued from
previous page.
OCT.

19
Weds.

Nov.

5

Sat.

Half-Day
Workshop:

Drops of Light
Macro Photography

Presenter:
Charles
St. Charles

Discover a very specialized type of macro photography that uses drops of
water like nature’s lens. This amazing technique lets you capture a view of
flowers inside of a drop of water. Each droplet becomes a tiny magnifying
lens! Many people mistake this for a digitally manipulated image, but it’s
done entirely with photography. Come make your own Drops of Light
images in the classroom. Bring your DSLR camera and tripod.

Saturday, November 5, 2016 8:30 a.m.- noon

At the Boy Scouts of America, 3213 Walker Ave NW, Walker, MI 49544
Cost: $25 per GRCC member, $50 non-members.
Reservations and prepayment required. Space is limited.
GRCC members may register at any time. Non-members may register
starting October 3, 2016. Please mail your check (payable to the
Grand Rapids Camera Club) together with your contact information
(name, email, phone - preferably a cell number) to:
Jan Lewis, GRCC Workshop, 1063 San Lucia Dr. SE, Grand Rapids, MI
49506. Checks will not be cashed until after the workshop.

Advanced Reservations and Prepayment Required for Workshop

About Charles St. Charles III
Charles St. Charles is a professional Nature and Wildlife photographer who lives
in Northern Michigan and teaches photography at NMC college in Traverse City.
He also leads workshops for Nature of the Wild as well as the Roads Scholar
program. His photos have appeared in variety of magazines, boardrooms and
classrooms across the country. He loves to share the outdoor world with people,
getting them outside and showing them things that they have never seen.
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The

2016 -17 Programs Schedule

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

I have been working hard to line up program speakers for the coming year. I have listed
below what is currently scheduled. As always, schedules can change, so be sure to check
your Lights and Shadows and our website (www.grcameraclub.org) to confirm the scheduled
speakers each month.
MONTH

SPEAKER

PROGRAM TITLE or SUBJECT

October 19

Charles St. Charles

Visualizing an Entire Continent

November 16

Kelly Walkotten

The Power of Plug-Ins

December 21

Jeanne Quillan

Competition Review and Critique

January 18

Steve Port,
Randy Zwiers,
Robyn Porteen

Architectural Photography

February 15		

Year-End Competition

March 15		

Annual Mini-Program Extravaganza

April 19

Bruce Wright - X-Rite

Color Management; 15 mins. to your best print results

May 17

Wayne Pope

How to Grow as a Photographer

June 21		

TBA

MONTH

WORKSHOP TITLE or SUBJECT

SPEAKER

November 5
Charles St. Charles
		
		
		

Drops of Light - There will be a $25 per member 		
charge for this workshop. Reservations and
prepayments are required. 					
See page 3 for more information.

May		

Field Trip to Ranger Steve's Odybrook Nature Preserve

I have held off from scheduling many workshops (since our meeting location may change).
You can send comments and suggestions to: programs@grcameraclub.org
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The

From Our President

ArtPrize For Inspiration

by Diane Durand, GRCC President

As photographers, we look for inspiration anywhere and everywhere we can find it. I am
inspired by the different seasons. I love fall. The changing leaves make great subjects to
photograph. The stifling heat and humidity of summer has passed. The promise of crisp
white snow is just around the corner.
Fall also means ArtPrize here in Grand Rapids.
While the Grand Rapids Camera Club is in its
118th year, ArtPrize is only in its eighth. Maybe
ArtPrize will reach the level of longevity that
we have in our club. Hundreds of thousands
of people travel to our beautiful city to view
ArtPrize. It offers us the opportunity to view
others' works of art in many different media,
and we don’t have to travel far to do it! Hopefully, these images will inspire us. By seeing all
of these different forms of art, we may become
inspired to create our own new art. We can
extend ourselves, step outside our comfort zone
and stretch our imagination to see the world in
a different way.
The beauty of photography is the challenge
to keep improving how we do things and how
we see things. Once the basics are mastered,
photography becomes each person’s individual
and unique form of art. Each of us sees the
world through the experiences we’ve had and
the knowledge we possess. We are inspired by
things that matter to us or things that interest
us. I encourage all of you to get out and enjoy
ArtPrize. Go to the venues and see what other
artists are doing. Use their vision to create your
own. See what they see and be inspired by their
art, their vision.
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The

Competition Corner

by Jeanne Quillan, VP of Competition

Remaining 2016 Assigned Subjects:
October
This month is "Song Titles". This topic is an unusual one. Your image must be named with the
name of a song. Therefore if you have an image of a couple holding hands, as an example, you
would name it "I want to hold your hand". Include the artist and the year on the subject line of
your email to Jim when you send each image. Do not include artist and year in the title, just a
note to say The Beatles - 1965. I will read it along with your entry. Any song is eligible, very
old or a recent one. Some of the younger folks may not recognize titles from years ago, and vice
versa so having the artist and date will be a plus. Here's another example. A dog shaking off water
after a bath or swim could be called "Shake it Off". (Taylor Swift 2014). You get the idea. The
info is easily found on the web. Sure hope none of you have chosen these examples already!

November
"This Old House" - House, a place where a family resides, and Old - dating from remote past,
according to Webster.

December
"Junkyard" a yard for the collection, storage and resale of junk.

GRCC Assigned Subjects
2016

October..........Song Titles

2017

January..........Animal Portraits
March............Ice
April..............The Color Purple
May...............Street Scenes

November......This Old House
June...............Geometric
SUMMER BREAK

December......Junkyard
September.....Twisted Trees
October..........Country Roads
November......Nature's Revenge
December......Too Many to Count

The 2016-2017 Assigned Subjects are available on our website on the Competition Corner page. A business-card-size list is also available at our meetings.
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The

GRCC Image of the Month

by Jeanne Quillan, VP of Competition

This digital entry from the previous month’s competition was chosen the Image of the Month.
This image appealed to Susan Smith (and may not necessarily be the image that
scored the highest). Next month’s image will be chosen by a different member.

“Big Red At Night” by Martin Keirnan
ABOUT MY IMAGE:
This was only the second time I tried
night sky photography and I fiddled
with it a bit before I got what I
wanted. However, I'm still not totally
satisfied with the results. I'm hoping
to give it another try since I've
updated my equipment. It is a single
image, no stacking or masking and
about a 30-second exposure at the
widest aperture and shortest focal
length lens I had at the time.
- Marty

Chosen by Susan Smith

WHY I LIKED IT:
Seeing the Milky Way immediately transported me
to an open field on our family farm where as a child I
would gaze in wonder at the stars in the wide expanse
of the night sky. My, how I miss the stars living in the
city! My attention was then drawn to Big Red. I don’t
recall seeing a photograph of it at night. The star effect
of the lighthouse lens; the warmth of the lights along
the channel showed the real purpose of the structure.
It is a lighthouse! Finally I thought about the process
of creating the image and appreciated how much planning and technique had gone into the shot. Well done!
- Susan
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The

Steve Port’s

Timed Exposure
A Bit of Photographic History

Steve Port

Gaining a New Perspective at ArtPrize
Enjoying my favorite season of the year (Art Prize),

I am working on gaining some perspective of the
whole thing. I see a ton of photography or photographically assisted entries. Some very traditional
and steeped in the past with homage to the masters,
and other pieces that are, well, out there. What a time
to be a photographer! So much to learn from just
seeing the work of others.
But, there are also so many other genres to experience. Down on Rumsey Street, they
partially deconstructed three buildings and then incorporated one handicap accessible
ramp. This provided entry for many viewers who previously had little opportunity to
see such things. This niche of ‘art’ challenged me to expand my appreciation of where
imagination can take us.

Some written
statements
(by the art)
completely
changed my
perspective
of the piece.

For a very long time I consumed art in a high
speed “fly-by.” Lengthy artist’s statements
just slowed me down to the point that I seldom
read them if they were more than one or two
sentences. This season I deliberately read more
(but not all) about the pieces. Interestingly,
some written statements completely changed
my perspective of the piece.
Without the statement, it was “thumbs-down.”
With the statement, it was a definite “thumbsup” moment. Perhaps all art is not meant to be
swallowed whole but savored one bite at a time.

This brings me back to the club. Our competition does not allow our judges to savor
much. It really is a high-speed event...it has to be, lest we remain for hours into the
night. Fear not dear artists, for your favorite works may just need more time to fully
experience their subtlety and context. In the meantime, view the work of others
every time you get a chance and take time to enjoy and understand them!
What has gone before may be your ticket to the future.
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The

Tips From Kelly...

by GRCC Member Kelly Walkotten

Create Amazing Sunsets with
Lightroom's Split Toning Tool

ABOUT KELLY WALKOTTEN
Kelly lives in the greater
Grand Rapids area and her
images have been exhibited
in many venues around West
Michigan including ArtPrize and
Festival of the Arts.
Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com

The challenge of landscape photography is that it is dependent on the weather. This is even more so with sunrises and sunsets. You can get to your destination and have a dull, uneventful sky. Split Toning is a technique
that turns the highlights one color and the shadows another color.
Make sure the silhouettes are very dark. Use the
Blacks slider in the Basic area to darken if needed.

Use the Hue sliders to select the color you
want to use., then use the Saturation slider to
get the desired intensity. Do this with both the
Highlights and the Shadows.

Open the Split Toning area. The tool has two
groups, one for altering the highlights and one for
the shadows. There is a Balance tool in the middle.

The Balance slider is used to adjust the boundary between the shadows and the highlights.

Continued on next page...
© Kelly Walkotten 2015-16
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The

...Continued ofrom previous page.

I find that these
combinations work well:
Yellow highlights with
red or blue shadows,
pink highlights with
blue shadows.

© Kelly Walkotten 2015-16

Welcome New GRCC Members

by Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

We have two new members who joined our club recently. They are:
Daniel Sak shoots with a Canon 6D, and
David Vernon shoots with Canon 1DX Mark 2 and 5D Mark 3.
Please welcome Daniel and David when you see them.

Have New Email Address?

by Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

If you have any changes to your email address or other information (such as
address, phone number and camera) let me know. This will help me keep our
member list up-to-date. My email is treasurer@grcameraclub.org

Thank You For Treats

Treat Sign-Up Sheet

Thanks to: Betty Westra, Jan Lewis,
Sue Smith, Diane Charvat and Rosemary
VanHouten for the treats in September!

We're on Facebook
- Check Us Out!

by Caroline Shearer,
GRCC Treat Coordinator

There is a sign-up sheet on one of the tables
if you would like to bring in a treat for
an upcoming meeting.
We now have a
Classified Folder
on our Facebook page.
This is available
for our GRCC members
to buy and sell photographyrelated items. Be sure to look for it,
check it out, and use it if you want. --Becky

by
Becky Humes,
GRCC's Social Media
Coordinator

Here's the link to our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/
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Regular meetings are held
the third Wednesday
of the month except for
February, July and August.
Time:
Location:
		
		

LAKE MICHIGAN DR

7:15 PM
Boy Scouts of America
3213 Walker Ave. NW
Walker, MI

COVELL

WALKER AVE

Visitors are Welcome to
Attend our Meetings!

28 TH ST

Look For The Green
The visitors at our monthly club meetings have nametags with
a green bar and “Guest” boldly displayed at the top.
Their name will be written in underneath.
Introduce yourself, and be sure and let them
know they are welcome at our club.

Program / Workshop Ideas

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

Do you have an idea for a Program or Workshop?
I am always open to suggestions! Let me know if you have something you would like to
learn more about, or if you have the name of a potential speaker (maybe even yourself!).
Contact me at programs@grcameraclub.org .

OCT.

24
Thurs.

Mark Your Calendars

by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

Graphic Design Services provided by Greg Ferguson at GV Graphics • Helping Your Business Look Good • Web: gvg.us • Email: greg@gvg.us

The

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August. If you have GRCC
news, information or photos for the November Lights & Shadows, please
get these submitted on or BEFORE Thursday, October 24, 2016.
You can send them to: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org
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The

ArtPrize Art and Artists

by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor
"Portraits of Light and Shadow"
by Joao Paulo Goncalves
Pompano Beach, FL
Wood, Light
Portrait is made of square wood pegs
that are shaped and extended outward.
When light above is on,
the portrait is visible.

"Focused"
by Brad Poissant
Steamboat Springs, CO
Recycled Metal
(Old Barbed Wire)
"Good As Gold"
by Tom Gifford
Muskegon, MI
Canvas Print
Impressive photography of Lake Michigan sunset.
First time in ArtPrize. Print was delivered to him
just a day before the ArtPrize deadline.

Eagle appears to be
going after prey.
Very detailed, well done.
First time in ArtPrize.
Has lived in Steamboat Springs
for over 30 years
(when the area only had one
blinker light).
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