
Many things go on behind the scenes here at the Grand Rapids Camera Club. One of those is 
the board of directors meeting. At these meetings, the board discusses many topics and ideas 
to improve the club. One result of the last board meeting is the changing of our meeting 
location starting in September. As most of you know, we have been pushing the limits of the 
room at the Boy Scouts Building for quite some time. Starting with our September meeting, 
our venue may be changed. The September issue of the Lights & Shadows will provide you 
with complete details of the new location (if it occurs). 

Many of our members will travel far and wide over the summer. Some may stay closer to 
home, but spend more time out and about enjoying the season. Wherever you go, don’t 
forget to take your camera!!

If you are staying close to home, I encourage you to explore all that the area has to offer. 
The annual State Games of Michigan will be held at various venues around Grand Rapids 
from June 23-26. The deadline for registration is June 10. If you want to learn how to shoot 
sporting events, the best way is to just do it! As an added incentive, pictures from this year’s 
events will be used to advertise the State Games of America which will take place in Grand 
Rapids next summer.

July starts with the Battle Creek Festival of Flight which takes place around the Fourth of 
July holiday weekend. August brings the sweltering dog days of summer and the SWMCCC 
Summer School of Photography at Hope College July 28-31. Near the end of summer, 
28th Street will become the place to be to see cars of all types when the 12th Annual Metro 
Cruise comes to town.  As the weather gets hotter, it is the perfect time to head up north or 
take a trip to the lakeshore to beat the heat.

Our state has so much to offer us as residents, visitors and, especially
photographers. Enjoy the summer. Travel safely. See you all in
September (maybe at a new meeting place). BE SURE TO READ 
THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE for location details (around Sept. 1). 

New MeetiNg Place iN SePteMber?

June 2016      Vol.118  No. 6     www.GRCameRaClub.oRG

1

by Diane Durand, GRCC President 

We may be changing our
meeting location.21

SEPT.

Weds.
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Have New eMail addreSS?

MeMberS' work iN FeStival oF tHe artS 

evie carrier'S work at doMiNicaN ceNter 

GRCC has four members that have their work included in the 2016 Festival of the 
Arts; They are Evie Carrier, Mike Koole, Steve Scherbinski and Kelly Walkotten. 
See artists list at http://www.festivalgr.org/regional-arts/exhibition .
The opening reception is June 1 at the UCIA downtown from 5:00- 8:30 pm.
The 47th Festival of the Arts runs June 3 -5 in downtown Grand Rapids. Check out 
the festival at http://www.festivalgr.org/about/ .  

GRCC member Evie Carrier is currently showing her work at the Dominican Center
Marywood Galley through June.  Here is the link: https://dominicancenter.com/artgallery/ . 

by Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor 

by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor 

ice creaM Social 
June is our Ice Cream Social...

Come and Enjoy!

Thank you to the treat providers
for our May meeting:
Garnette Port, Cal Fagley,
Christine Darnell and
Jan Lewis! 

tHaNk You For tHe treatS! by Caroline Shearer, GRCC Treat Coordinator

If you have any changes to your email address or other information (such as 
address, phone number and camera) let me know. This will help me keep our 
member list up-to-date. My email is treasurer@grcameraclub.org 

Kelly Walkotten will also be in ArtPrize in the Fall. Her venue will be the
Women's City Center (more on that in the September Lights & Shadows). 

"My goal as an artist is to connect with you—to create works that not only catch your eye, but engage 
your soul. I want you to feel the crisp morning mist rising from the Seine, sense the gentle breeze blow-
ing across Monmartre at sunset, and become mesmerized by the water flowing through the fountains 

at Luxembourg Palace. I seek to show you what it would feel like to shake hands with the characters 
you’ve read about, and to slide in and out of their shadows just as though you were walking in their 
steps. I hope you find beauty in what I’ve captured and created, but even more than that, I wish for a 

brief moment to transport your soul to that wondrous Moveable Feast that is the City of Paris."
--Evie

http://www.festivalgr.org/regional-arts/exhibition
http://www.festivalgr.org/about/
https://dominicancenter.com/artgallery/
mailto:treasurer@grcameraclub.org
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by Jan Lewis,
VP of Programs

See What Our Teams Found!
June 15, 2016 marks the final meeting before 
our two-month summer hiatus. Our program 
will present the results of GRCC's 2016
Scavenger Hunt. Seven teams have been out 
finding and photographing twelve subjects 
over the last 2½ months. Come see what they 
have found, then vote for which team you 
think best met the challenge. Members of the
winning team will receive a nice prize package 
(more on that later)!
Oh, and don't forget that June is our annual Ice 
Cream Social. So while you are reviewing the 
team's results and voting for a winning team, 
you can indulge in a chocolate or strawberry 
sundae!

15
JUNE

Weds.

I have received positive feedback from several teams about this experience.
It has gotten their creative juices going, given them opportunities to shoot together, exchange ideas, 
and meet or get to know fellow club members better.  After the results are in, I will decide if we 
will do this again. Let me know what you think!

o u r  1 S t  a N N u a l

I would like to acknowledge and thank the organizations who donated prizes for our Scavenger Hunt contest. 
Photo Evo, Marks Photo and Video, and Norman Camera all willingly responded to my requests for prizes.  
Since our Scavenger Hunt teams consist of four people per team, that meant that whatever they donated had to 
be times four!

I truly appreciate their generosity and support of GRCC. Please remember to support our local camera stores 
and photo printers.  I realize that ordering online sometimes seems easier, but having the support and advice 
of people at local brick and mortar stores is invaluable and we are fortunate to have them. When you have a 
problem with your gear, I bet you take it first to one of these local stores.  If you want them to be there when you 
need them, then you need to purchase your gear from them as well, whenever possible.
They almost always will match most online prices... keep your money local!
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coMPetitioN corNer by Jeanne Quillan, Competition Chair and Coordinator 

I look forward to June every year, because I look forward to summer, warm weather and the shooting
opportunities it provides. But, just as exciting, is the posting of the new list of assigned subjects for the 
next calendar year!
The monthly Assigned Subject is one of my favorite categories to compete in, and I rarely miss one.
I try to be very creative and enter something a bit unique and what I hope to be a bit different than
anyone else’s entry. For the record, sometimes I achieve that, and sometimes I don’t. The judges are 
trained to give first consideration to the photographer’s creativeness and how well they met the assign-
ment. The assigned subject is designed to challenge your photographic skill and encourage you to shoot 
something you normally would not.  The quality of the image is judged only second to your creativeness. 
Remember also, the ‘subject’ must be the dominant part of the image.

The assigned subjects for 2017, chosen from the topics suggested by you and receiving the most votes 
are as follows:

Because we want YOU to be creative and come up with something really unique, we will no longer 
provide descriptions on the website. What you shoot is open to how you interpret it. Be inspired, artistic, 
inventive, original and resourceful! Wallet cards will be available at the
June meeting. So until we meet again in September – Happy shooting!

tHe aSSigNed Subject

The 2016 Assigned Subjects and definitions are available on our website on the Competition
Corner page. A business-card-size list, without definitions, is also available at our meetings.

September ....Solitude
October .........Song Titles
November .....This Old House
December .....Junkyard

 
 
June ..........Texture

SUMMER BREAK

grcc aSSigNed SubjectS For 2016



celebrate tHe 100-Year aNNiverSarY oF our NatioNal ParkS 

PHotograPHerS!calliNg all

The National Park Service turns 100 on August 25, 2016.  As we lead into the centennial, The Crooked Tree Arts 
Center (Traverse City /Petoskey) is preparing for the Ansel Adams Museum Set Exhibit in Summer 2017.
Also, Crooked Tree Arts Center (CTAC) invites you to visit and photograph National Parks across the country and
in our own backyards.

CTAC will sponsor several photography expeditions and workshops
for the following National Parks:
 Sleeping Bear Dunes National Park, Pictured Rocks National Park,Isle Royale National Park,
 Yosemite National Park, and Yellowstone National Park.

CTAC will host a juried photographic exhibition of images taken at National Parks. 
Accepted work will be on display in the Crooked Tree Arts Center during the Summer of 2017. 
Applicants must be 18 years or older,members of CTAC and/or Michigan residents.  Applicants
may submit up to three entries.  The entry fee is $40 (A 50% discount is available for CTAC Members,
use coupon code MEM2016). Cash Awards are 1st Place: $500, 2nd Place: $250, 3rd Place: $100. More
information is posted on the Crooked Tree Arts Center website. This is a tremendous opportunity for
photographic artists of the Midwest to have their work on display in the same building as Master Photographer
Ansel Adams. The exhibition will be jurored by Michael Robinson.

To photograph the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Park, and you are not familiar with the area, CTAC has
established a relationship with local guide/professional photographer Jeff Rabidoux (contact Jeff at (231) 633-5019 
or lifeonthe45th@yahoo.com ). Jeff lives in Glen Arbor and knows the park very well. He can guide you to some of 
the best locations to photograph. His knowledge of the Park in all four seasons and where to go at what time of the 
day can make or break the incredible sights of this National Park . Jeff can be hired by the hour or day, depending on 
your needs and his availability.

To photograph the Pictured Rocks National Park, and you are not familiar with the area, CTAC has established
a relationship with local guide/professional photographer Tim Trombley (contact Tim at (906) 439-1551 or
grlksphoto@charter.net ). Tim lives in the Munising area and knows the park very well. He can guide you to some 
of the best locations to photograph. His knowledge of the Park in all four seasons and where to go at what time of 
the day can make or break the incredible sights of this National Park. Tim has the experience to coordinate shoots by 
land or water. Tim can be hired by the hour or day, depending on your needs and his availability.

If you are interested in joining CTAC at Yosemite National Park, reserve your spot ASAP. The first date is filled, 
and a second scheduled trip is November 6-9, 2016. This private workshop with Gary Hart will lead us to the same 
locations Ansel Adams recorded some of his famous images. This information is now posted on the Crooked Tree 
website at:  https://www.crookedtree.org/photography-workshops/ .

There is also a private workshop with John Gerlach on February 5-11, 2017 to lead the group to the same 
locations Ansel Adams recorded some of his famous images. This information will be posted on the Crooked Tree 
website (contact John at (208) 244-1887 or info@gerlachnaturephoto.com ).

For additional information about these programs, contact the Crooked Tree Arts Center
at (231) 838-1566 or visit their website at https://www.crookedtree.org .

by Jan Lewis,
VP of Programs
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mailto:lifeonthe45th@yahoo.com
mailto:grlksphoto@charter.net
https://www.crookedtree.org/photography-workshops/
mailto:info%40gerlachnaturephoto.com?subject=
https://www.crookedtree.org
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This digital entry from the previous month’s competition was chosen the Image of the Month. 
This image appealed to Ray and Betty Westra (and may not necessarily be the image that
scored the highest). Next month’s image will be chosen by a different member.

WHY WE LIKED IT:
The "Tiny Dancer" creates a mood. We can imagine 
that the recital is over and the dancer is tired but 
pleased with her performance. She is resting from 
the exertion of the dance, but her presentation was 
better than she expected. You could almost write a 
short story from the mood and emotions shown in 
this photo. Even though not everything is shown, 
enough is there with her facial expression and her 
costume to show the story behind the photo.
        - Ray and Betty

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
This picture was of my beautiful 
niece. She loves to dance, and loves 
to have her picture taken. She wants 
me to take her picture every time she 
comes over. This picture was taken 
as an option for the scavenger hunt, 
but we didn't go with it. I loved it so 
much, though, that I decided to enter 
it in our monthly competition.      
       - Becky

“Tiny Dancer” by Rebecca Humes Chosen by Ray and Betty Westra

by Jeanne Quillan, GRCC VP of Competitiongrcc iMage oF tHe MoNtH
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The decision of whether to watermark images posted online is a frequent topic of debate. Proponents say it’s an 
added measure of security–a notice to would-be image thieves that the photographer takes his or her copyright 
seriously and will defend it like a mama lion protecting her cubs. Others point out that watermarks are distract-
ing, clients don’t like them, and unscrupulous people with decent editing software can make that watermark dis-
appear in the blink of an eye, so what’s the point? Regardless of where you come down on this issue, sometimes 
you just find yourself wanting to make sure the world knows that you took the photo.

Open your signature in Photoshop, zoom in nice and tight. Using 
the magic wand tool (keyboard shortcut W), click on the signature 
(black only) to select it. You should immediately see the “marching 
ants” flashing across the outline of your signature. If the tool fails 
to select the entire signature, press and hold the Shift key while you 
click on parts of the signature that were missed the first time. 

First, to make the Signature Brush, sign your name. Use a plain white sheet of paper and a fine point black 
Sharpie marker. 

The Photoshop part of the process will go much easier with the heavier lines of the marker, but you should also 
scribble out your signature a bit larger than you ordinarily would. Once your signature looks right, scan it at a 
high resolution and save the JPEG to your computer. 

How to Make a SigNature bruSH iN PHotoSHoP

tiPS FroM kellY... by GRCC Member Kelly Walkotten

© Kelly Walkotten 2015-16

Continued on next page.
See  KELLY  TIPS.

Once the complete signature 
is selected, click on the 
drop-down Edit menu at the 
top of the window. Clicking 
on Define Brush Preset.
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KELLY  TIPS - Continued from previous page

Kelly lives in the greater Grand Rapids 
area and her images have been exhibited 
in many venues around West Michigan 
including ArtPrize and Festival of the 
Arts. Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com 

ABOUT KELLY WALKOTTEN

© Kelly Walkotten 2015-16

A dialog box will open showing a thumbnail 
of your new brush. Give the brush a name and 
click “OK.” This will save the brush at its 
current dimensions in your current brushes set.

Check it by selecting the brush tool 
(keyboard shortcut B) and opening 
the preset picker (second drop-down 
menu from the left at the top of the 
window). Your new brush will appear 
at the bottom of the brush set.

Due to the over-sized signature that I used to create the brush, my 
new brush is way too big for tastefully marking a photo. You can 
adjust the size within the brush panel, but there is a faster, easier 
way of doing it right from the keyboard. The right and left bracket 
keys — [  ] — can be used to adjust the size of the brush. The right 
key makes it bigger, and the left makes it smaller. You can either 
create a second preset at a more manageable size, or simply use 
the bracket keys to make quick size adjustments for each photo as 
necessary. The preset picker contains a small square icon on the 
right side. Clicking it will open a dialog box that will allow you to 
save the new preset at its new size. It’s also worth noting that–just 
like any other brush in Photoshop–you can change the color and 
opacity, as well as the hardness or softness of the edges.

I find that the best use of this brush is small and subtle, with 
enough contrast for it to be noticeable, but not too distracting. 
You can select a color or shade from within the image to make the 
signature look less out of place. You should also experiment with 
adjusting the opacity of the brush until you find a combination that 
you like best.

we're oN Facebook 
- cHeck uS out!
Here's the link to our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/

by
Becky Humes,

GRCC's Social Media 
Coordinator

I plan to have a
Classified Folder

on our Facebook page.
This will be available

for our GRCC members
to buy and sell photography-

related items. Be sure to look for it,
check it out, and use it if you want.   --Becky

http://kellywalkottenphotography.com
https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/
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Timed exposure
Steve Port’s

A Bit of Photographic History

Once I began to write about photographic history, I realized I needed a plan so that I could 
methodically explore the subject.  I'm not sure what that plan is because I haven’t found it 
yet.  So, my mind wanders the streets and back alleys of our art looking for tidbits out of the 
past that may speak to the present and, perhaps, the future.
Here’s one.  We find ourselves spectators in a perpetual debate on the purpose and appropri-
ateness of post-processing in photography.  A product of the digital age?  Not hardly.

There once was a man named William H. Mumler (1832-1894) 
that adopted photography first as a hobby and then as an income 
stream.  Ultimately, he set aside his previous job as a jewelry 
engraver in Boston to embrace photography full time.
Portraiture was an early moneymaker and, since high school 
graduation pictures were not yet all the rage, he sought out a 
niche to differentiate himself from the crowd.  Darkroom skills 
(the post-processing of its time) required practice and, while 
messing around in the dark, Mumler had an idea. The Civil War 
had become history but the thousands of families that lost loved 
ones were still in soulful mourning.  Mumler began developing 
survivor portraits that also contained apparitions of deceased 
friends, relatives, etc. faintly lurking in the background or
margins.  These he called “spirit photos” and claimed himself to 
be a newly minted “spirit photographer.” One might imagine the 
shock and curiosity that followed after viewing yourself in the 
foreground and some dearly departed soul with a hand on your 
shoulder.  The most famous of these photos was a portrait of 
Mary Todd Lincoln with her deceased husband Abraham
emerging from the hazy afterworld right behind her.  Apparently, 
Mrs. Lincoln wanted to believe this and bought into it with all 
her broken heart.

Soon after, the showman P.T. Barnum and others testified against Mumler in court in a 
fraud case claiming that light manipulation, not spirits, were the source of these appari-
tions. In spite of an ironclad case, Mumler was declared not guilty but his career was 
destroyed and he died in poverty.
Today we debate the honesty of techniques such as HDR, layers, and composites, etc.  
Nearly anything is possible in the digital age but mostly the photographers are
still judged not guilty and photography and its Siamese twin,
post-processing, continues to march on.
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old kodacHroMeS were great

PicS FroM MY ScaveNger grouP

I got an email from a fellow air-
man from Loring AFB in Maine, 
and he gave me this website link.  
I had forgotten how great the old 
Kodachromes were.  Here is one 
of them (shown here). This photo 
was taken in October 1942 at 
Douglas Aircraft in Long Beach, 
California by Alfred Palmer.
Check out the others using the 
link below.  I think you will enjoy 
seeing them.

Following is the website:

http://pavel-kosenko.
livejournal.com/303194.
html?thread=22669914

The Scavenger Hunt 
was a lot of fun. My 

group consisted of Becky 
Humes, Mike Wendling, 
Erin Lucky and myself

(Kathy Kendall).

We took these pics at 
Binder Park Zoo
located close to
Battle Creek.

I just made the
group selfie! 

by Roger Fry,
GRCC Member

by Kathy Kendall,
GRCC Member

http://pavel-kosenko.livejournal.com/303194.html?thread=22669914
http://pavel-kosenko.livejournal.com/303194.html?thread=22669914
http://pavel-kosenko.livejournal.com/303194.html?thread=22669914
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viSitorS are welcoMe to
atteNd our MeetiNgS!

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August.  If you have GRCC 
news, information or photos for the September Lights & Shadows, please
get these submitted on or BEFORE Friday, August 26, 2016.
You can send them to: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

Mark Your caleNdarS by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

26
AUG.

 Time:  7:15 PM
 Location:  Boy Scouts of America*
  3213 Walker Ave. NW
  Walker, MI

* This may be the last meeting at this location...  (see pg.1)

Regular meetings are held
the third Wednesday

of the month except for
February, July and August.

PrograM / workSHoP ideaS

Do you have an idea for a Program or Workshop? 

I have already started to work on lining up our programs and speakers for 2016-17, but I 
am always open to suggestions!  Let me know if you have something you would like to 
learn more about, or if you have the name of a potential speaker (maybe even yourself!).

Contact me at programs@grcameraclub.org .

by Jan Lewis,
VP of Programs

The visitors at our monthly club meetings have nametags 
with a green bar and “Guest” boldly displayed at the top.

Their name will be written in underneath.

Introduce yourself, and be sure and let them
 know they are welcome at our club. 

look For tHe greeN

http://gvg.us
mailto:greg@gvg.us
mailto:LSNewsEditor%40grcameraclub.org?subject=
mailto:programs@grcameraclub.org

