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Spring Brings Some Changes

by Diane Durand, GRCC President

The flowers have blossomed and spring is here. Many of you will
be returning to the great outdoors to enjoy your photography.
Horses will run for the roses in Kentucky;
photographers will run for the tulips in
Holland. The number of events and venues
for photography will increase almost daily.
Spring is a time for renewal and housecleaning.
Our Board of Directors has been reviewing our Constitution
and Bylaws. We have been discussing some structural changes
to the club. Since competition is a big part of our club meetings every
month, we are suggesting that the Competition Coordinator become the Vice President of
Competition. In addition, we feel the Vice President of Equipment should be changed to the
appointed position of Equipment Coordinator. Also, in keeping up with current technology, we
are suggesting that some club business may be transacted by the board via email. All of these
records will be kept by the Secretary as any other meeting records would be. There are a few
other minor changes being proposed to the Constitution. The new proposed Constitution is
posted on the website for your review. At the May club meeting, we will be holding a vote on 		
		
the changes to the Constitution. If you are not able to be present and would like to 		
vote, please let me know and we can make arrangements for your vote 		
		
to be counted.
		
May is also the time for our annual elections. I am proud to be
leading the club at this time, but I can’t do it alone. I depend on the board
members to express different opinions and help guide the discussion of the
issues that are on the minds of club members. The board is here to serve
the club members, to answers your questions, address your concerns and
meet your needs. We need your support. Please take the time to vote in the
May election. If you are unable to attend the regular meeting and would like
an absentee ballot, please contact me by phone (616) 534-8561 or email
(durand3311@netzero.net). I will be happy to provide you with a ballot and
instructions to make sure your vote is counted. I look forward to seeing
most of you at the May meeting.
Thank you to those of you who have become more active in the club and
taken some of the burden from the small group who always volunteer.
And, a special thank-you to those of you who have
volunteered for years and continue to do so. Your efforts
have not gone unnoticed and are much appreciated.
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Congratulations

to Jan Lewis

by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

BirdSpotter Grand Prize Winner
This is the text that appeared on the
Project Feederwatch Facebook page:

House Finch by Jan Lewis

"And the BirdSpotter Grand Prize
winner is.... Janet Lewis of East
Grand Rapids, Michigan! This
beautiful photo of a male house finch
resting on a snow-covered branch belongs on a holiday card. Congratulations, Janet! Thanks to everyone who
submitted photos and voted. See all
the winning photos at feederwatch.
org/birdspotter2015. Thanks to our
sponsor, Droll Yankees."

This image was submitted during week 13 of the 15-week-long Project Feederwatch Birdspotter
2015 Photo Contest and had won People's Choice that week. The theme for the week was Finches.
Jan’s winning image is a common male house finch dangling on the end of a snow covered pine
branch. She took this photo after one of the winter snow storms last year. The finch looks like he is
contemplating his next move. I love her photo with the bird's vivid rosy pink coloring contrasting
against the snow, and interesting wing markings. Christmas card perfect... well done, Jan!
Jan received several finch feeders from Droll Yankee and some items from Cornell Lab of
Ornithology for her weekly win. For the 1st Place Grand Prize win, she won a $300 gift certicate,
a choice of webinars, a framed Charlie Harper print, Birds & Beans coffee, and Lab clothing.

LACA Grand Prize Winner
Jan submitted 18 images to the The 8th Annual Ludington
Area Center for the Arts Online Photo Contest, sponsored by
Todd and Brad Reed. She won the Grand Prize in the
Pro/Advanced Amateur Division for her Busy Bee (in crocus)
image. Very nice photo, Jan!
Jan won attendance at one of the Reed's weekend photography workshops held at the Cartier Mansion in Ludington
this summer.
Jan also won second place awards in their respective
categories, and those photos are shown on the next page.
Busy Bee by Jan Lewis

Continued on Page 3 - See AWARDS
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AWARDS - Continued from Page 2
SECOND PLACE
AWARDS

Dutch Lakeris
by Jan Lewis
Emperor
Swallowtail
Sex
by Jan Lewis

PSA Interclub Competitions

by Jean Quillan, GRCC Competition Chair

Congratulation to the following photographers who were recognized as receiving
a "Best of the Best" award during PSA Interclub Competitions for the competition
year 2014/2015. In PSA interclub competitions we compete against great photographers in many camera clubs across the country and overseas. To receive such an
award is truly an honor. These and all winners can be viewed on the PSA website.
Jerry Keifer, for “Ant Caught” Best of the Best PID (Open)
Randy Zwiers, 2nd Place for “Ride Like the Wind” (Photojournalism)
Joe Hempstead, HM for “Roadside Surprise” (Photojournalism)
Cathy Kiefer, for “Frog Smile” Best of Show (Creative)

Thank You for the Treats!
Thank you to the treat providers:
Larry Steiner, Larry Heydenburg,
Jerry DeRuiter, Jan Lewis and
Rosemary VanHouten!

Have New Email Address?

by Caroline Shearer, GRCC Treat Coordinator

TREAT SIGN-UP SHEET
There is a sign-up sheet on one of the tables
if you would like to bring in a treat for an
upcoming meeting.

by Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

If you have any changes to your email address or other information (such as
address, phone number and camera) let me know. This will help me keep our
member list up-to-date. My email is treasurer@grcameraclub.org
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MAY.

18
Weds.

Meeting Presentation:
Commercial Aerial Photography Using Drones

by Jan Lewis,
VP of Programs

Our featured speaker will be Kyle Underwood. He will tell us how to take your photography to
the next level (pun intended) by going aerial. From weddings to landscapes to real estate, the
aerial perspective can add a fantastic new dimension to your work.
Kyle will explain the complicated regulatory landscape for commercial drone operators; he will
also provide answers to a multitude of questions including:
What’s the difference between a commercial and recreational drone flight?
Can I use my son’s drone to take photos and videos and sell them?
Is it true I have to hire an airplane pilot to fly my drone?
What’s the best drone on the market for my needs?
What is the future for commercial drone operations?
Come learn about the rapidly evolving world of drones and see some amazing images to boot!

Kyle Underwood is a meteorologist for WOOD-TV in Grand Rapids. He has been
forecasting weather in the Great Lakes for 15 years. As a FAA-licensed airplane pilot,
he also flies Drone 8 for WOOD-TV, a DJI Inspire-1. Kyle and his wife Emily are part
owners of a Cessna 182 Skylane. He is currently pursuing his instrument rating. In his
free time, he enjoys taking photos with his Canon 60D and has had images published
in Lake Superior Magazine and displayed at Green Well and Starbucks in East Grand
Rapids. They don’t have kids (yet…) so have been fortunate to travel a lot in the last few
years. They have visited Easter Island, Chile, Argentina, Australia, China, Thailand,
New Zealand, French Polynesia, Cuba and several other places in the Caribbean and
Latin America. They have taken a lot of photos along the way!
You can find Kyle online at woodtv.com/category/drone-8,
Instagram.com/drone8 or Twitter.com/wx8.
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Member Interview: Dave Whitson

by Greg Ferguson,
Lights & Shadows Editor

Dave, can you give our GRCC members some background information on yourself?

Dave Whitson

I was born and raised in Flint Michigan. I purchased my first camera with paper route
money while in the eighth grade, a Kodak Brownie Hawkeye roll film camera that used
eight exposure black and white film. In high school, I received an Argus C3 35mm rangefinder camera and started shooting color slides. After serving four years in the Navy,
I married a teacher from New Jersey, and moved to Grand Rapids for a job in the local
Honeywell office. After the birth of my two children, I was able to upgrade my camera to
a Pentax SLR in the 1970’s. In the mid 1980’s I had a chance to buy a very lightly used
Canon AE-1 SLR at a bargain price and have been a Canon fan ever since. Currently,
I have two Canon 60D camera bodies and a selection of lenses.
What made you decide to join GRCC and when?
In the late 1970’s while working on a project at Steelcase, I became acquainted with one of
the engineers, Jack Brown. Jack was a GRCC member and former GRCC President and he
talked me into visiting the GRCC when he learned of my interest in photography. I joined in
late 1977, and began competing in 1978. Over the years, I was a GRCC Representative to
SWMCCC for many years, elected as Vice President twice and served two full terms as
President of GRCC. I was a Vice President of SWMCCC, General Chairman of the
SWMCCC Summer Weekend of Photography for a dozen years, a member of the SWMCCC
Board of Directors, Member of the GRCC Board of Directors for about two decades, and I
have been involved with PSA for decades. For about five years in the 1980’s I was the PSA
District Representative. Later I was the Conference Program Chairman for the 1986 PSA
International Conference that was held in Grand Rapids (sponsored by SWMCCC).
Currently I am the PSA Exhibition Standards Director for Region 5 (basically the Western
Hemisphere).
Continued on Page 6 - See WHITSON INTERVIEW

Austin with Tattoos

Madison Looking Down

Alivia with Hoop Earrings
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WHITSON INTERVIEW - Continued from Page 5

What kind of photography do you like to do?
When it comes to photography, I am interested in just about anything that moves or stands
still. My interests usually fall into two areas: Landscapes and people. When traveling, I
am always looking for interesting landscapes; whenever my eyes are open, I am observing
people. I like to capture the moods and personality of people with portraiture as well as the
beauty of the human form with artistic interpretations. I have been competing internationally since 2012 in PSA-sanctioned exhibitions, winning over a dozen medals and
other awards. (I competed for about 1-½ years with slides and prints in the 1980’s, but it
was a hassle before the internet.)
What advice can you give others in the club to help them with their photography?
My advice to others in the club is to explore all opportunities and don’t be afraid to venture out of your comfort zone. Attempt to do as many of the assigned subjects as possible.
Besides GRCC monthly and year-end competitions, enter as many other competitions as
possible, including venturing into the PSA sanctioned competitions. I would also investigate
the many other offerings of PSA, and consider becoming a member. These are good ways to
improve and grow your skills.
What are some of the things you would like to see done within the club?
Over the past 39 years, I have seen a lot of changes, some good, and some not as good.
I have seen our club membership rise to over 150 and drop to about 50. I do believe that the
club has been moving in the right direction. I am glad to see the
club is keeping up with technology and new ideas, but I hope it
doesn’t abandon tradition.

River Swinger

Emily in a Breeze
Eye Contact with Britney
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Competition Corner

by Jeanne Quillan, Competition Chair and Coordinator

The Truth About Photojournalism
Photojournalism (PJ) consists of pictures or sequences showing informative content -- including spot
news, documentaries, sporting events and human interest. Human interest images depict a person or
persons in an interactive, emotional or unusual situation. All of these types of images have one thing in
common – they tell a story. A “journalist” writes a story and describes his story using words; a “photojournalist” describes his story by depicting the story entirely within his image(s). The story should be
immediately apparent to those viewing it. The judge should consider the journalistic value of the image
before pictorial quality.

Choose the Best PJ Images for the Best Scores

•
•
•
		
•
•

PJ images must tell a story.
PJ images are ‘verbs’ – (action) not ‘nouns’ (places or things).
PJ images that misrepresent the truth such as manipulated images changed or created in post
processing are NOT allowed. Minor enhancements are allowed to correct color, exposure etc.
PJ images can NOT be posed or set up in any way.
PJ is generally not nature, but rather newsworthy events. Nature images will receive better scores if
entered in the nature category.

Tips When Entering a Sequence of Images (up to four)

The sequence of images should show the story using multiple shots.

When entering a sequence, be sure that adding additional images helps to tell your story. Many times a
strong one-image shot is far superior to a series of unrelated, but similar, images. A series should NOT
be a group of similar individual images.
Build your story from beginning to end. The sequence must show a clear beginning and a clear end –
the last “action” (note the word “action”) of your series.
The last image in your series will be the last one the judge sees
and remains on the screen while he considers his score -it should be the strongest.

GRCC Assigned Subjects for 2016
May...........Intentionally Blurred
June...........Texture

SUMMER BREAK

September.....Solitude
October..........Song Titles
November......This Old House
December......Junkyard

The 2016 Assigned Subjects and definitions are available on our website on the Competition
Corner page. A business-card-size list, without definitions, is also available at our meetings.
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We Are On The Home Stretch!
U

P

D

A

T

by Jan Lewis,
VP of Programs

E

Only a couple more weeks left for our seven teams to complete their Scavenger Hunt!
The deadline is May 15 to capture the images, and teams must then select their twelve
best (one in each category) and get both the digital images and printed 4" x 6" copies to
me by May 27, 2016. If you have questions please contact me!
HUNT LIST: Athlete, Barn, Bridge, Currency, Dancer, Fountain, Hat, Mailbox, Military
Veteran, Musical Instrument, Train, Zoo Animal.
I look forward to seeing the resulting images for our June program!
		 Jan Lewis, Programs VP, programs@grcameraclub.org

Nik Software Suite For Photoshop Now Free

by Roger Fry,
GRCC Member

While on the Internet a couple of weeks ago, I saw
that Google is giving away their Nik software suite
for FREE. I downloaded the software and it works
great with my Photoshop CS.
To download go to:
www.google.com/nikcollection/.
Here is an example using the Nik software of a photo
I took at Arches National Park with a Canon 70-200
2.8 with a 1.4 extender on my Canon 7D. Post
processing was done in Photoshop CS5 on my PC.

Delicate Arch

Look For The Green

by Greg Ferguson,
Lights & Shadows Editor

The visitors at our monthly club meetings have nametags
with a green bar and “Guest” boldly displayed at the top.
Their name will be written in underneath.
Introduce yourself, and be sure and let them
know they are welcome at our club.
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GRCC Image of the Month

by GRCC Member Jeanne Quillan

This digital entry from the previous month’s competition was chosen the Image of the Month.
This image appealed to Randy Wegener (and may not necessarily be the image that
scored the highest). Next month’s image will be chosen by a different member.

“Jumping Spider Holding Fly” by Cathy Keifer
ABOUT MY IMAGE:
This is one of my favorite
jumpers. I ordered her online as a
baby and now she eats like crazy.
I just refrigerate the fly a bit and
she does the rest. I used my
Canon 5d with a 65mm macro
lens in my studio. She loves the
shooting sessions as much as I do.
Although I could do without her
jumping on my lens!
- Cathy

Welcome New GRCC Members

Selected by Randy Wegener

WHY I LIKED IT:
Choosing the image of the month was a somewhat difficult
task as there were many good images to choose from. I based
my choice on the image’s impact, composition and the overall
difficulty in obtaining the shot. These are important factors in
competition photography and often are overlooked by many
of our judges. Cathy’s image had immediate impact with a
pleasing composition and my eye was drawn to the main
subject. An image like this would be very difficult to capture
in the wild and even in a studio with controlled lighting this
would not be an easy image to capture.
- Randy
by Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

We have two new members who joined our club at the April meeting.
Julie Kartes who shoots with a Canon and Sigma; and
Harvey Gendler who shoots with a Nikon.
Please welcome Julie and Harvey when you see them.
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Tips From Kelly...

by GRCC Member Kelly Walkotten

Improve Skies with the Graduated Filter in Lightroom
In landscapes, the skies are usually much brighter than the foregrounds. That is why landscape photographers use
graduated filters. Do you ever get out in the field and discover you forgot yours? Not to worry, as you can apply
these filters digitally in Lightroom, as long as the camera has captured enough detail in the sky.
Select the Graduated Filter from the top toolbar.

Click on the top center of the photograph and drag
downwards from the sky towards the horizon. A
red mask shows where the darkest blue will be
(the middle line) and the lower line shows where
the filter will stop. Over on the right you’ll see
tools for adjusting the graduated areas for
Exposure, Contrast, Saturation and more. It’s
quick, simple and works brilliantly. It also brings
out extra, hidden highlight detail in the Raw file.

Click on the
Color at the
bottom of the
tool box
Select a dark blue from the color dialog. Close the
box. A color is now shown.

Continued on next page.
See KELLY TIPS.

© Kelly Walkotten 2015-16
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KELLY TIPS - Continued from previous page

Select a dark blue from the
color dialog. Close the box.
A color is now shown.

Click on the Gradient tool to turn it off. A dot appears on
the photograph. You can click on it and use the delete key
if you want to redo it. Turn the Gradient tool back on by
clicking on it, and you can readjust as desired.

KELLY WALKOTTEN BIOGRAPHY

Kelly combines her passions of photography and writing to bring the wonders of nature to others. Through her
travels, she captures images for publication. Then, through research, writing, and presentation, she brings nature
to an audience and teaches them about the habitat and behavior of unique creatures from around the world.
She is an avid scuba diver, whose images, articles, and blogs have brought the undersea world to readers of the
PSA Journal and Fem Worldview.com . These publications have featured articles by Kelly that include photos
from diving the Caribbean, the Pacific, and Indo-Pacific. Her favorite destination is Indonesia, where she has spent
fourteen weeks above and below the sea. She has been published in many other print and web publications.
Through her extensive use and familiarity with photo editing software, she has developed lessons and enjoys
teaching Adobe Suite products of Photoshop, Elements and Lightroom.
Kelly lives in the greater Grand Rapids area and her images have been exhibited in many venues around West
Michigan including ArtPrize and Festival of the Arts. Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com

© Kelly Walkotten 2015-16

Check Us Out...

by Becky Humes, GRCC's Social Media Coordinator

We have a Facebook page. Here is the link:

https://www.facebook.com/GRCameraClub/

“A good photograph is knowing where to stand.”
-Ansel Adams
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Steve Port’s

Timed Exposure
A Bit of Photographic History

My Next
Camera
hilst reminiscing
about my first digital camera
(a Sony Mavica MVC-FD95, 2 MP)
at the turn of the century, I couldn’t
help thinking about the future. First, let me
admit to delaying purchase of a new DSLR simply because I know the
next family will beat the socks off whatever is out there now. Also, I know this
is silly because the situation will never change. But…..what if? What if I could have it all
in my next camera and…what would I be willing to pay?
What exactly would this future super-camera be comprised of? Maybe:
ISO 50 – 13,107,200 (good to EV- minus 10), Sensor – 1,000 MP
Resolution – 12k 3D Holographic full 5 sense interaction
Shutter – Bulb to 1/1,000,000 second
Lens Aperture – f.001
Zoom – 1mm-10,000mm (35mm equivalent)
Storage media – Micro nanometer sub-quantum variable capacity continuous
		 reduction 100TB, 3 slot
Frame Rate – 1,000 fps
Focus pts – 1,000 MP Triple cross
Image format – 50 bit RAW
LCD monitor – 12k
Weight – 2 ounces
Flash – none, Video – none
This camera is expected to be succeeded almost immediately by the Mark II version which
will include a neck strap.
And now the hard part – price? How much would I pay? Well, maybe a few $$ more than
its closest competitor? Maybe $00.00 (part of my phone)?
If we could have it all, would that make us a photographer of note? Could we shoot a better
lizard than Cathy Keifer? Would we score 15s in competition? Would onOne or
Adobe ask us to talk about our workflow? Would any of our files fit on
the club computer? Questions, questions but….I can still dream!
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High-Key and Low-Key Images

by GRCC Member Michael Koole

A Matter of Preference
The first item to address is that one’s view of high-key and low-key images is a matter of personal
preference. Some may view a high-key image and consider it over exposed and blown-out. Some
may view a low-key image and consider it under exposed and too dark. The point is that both styles of
images serve a purpose and they are correct for their intended purpose.
Identifying High-Key and Low-Key Images
High-Key Images
have most of their tones in the highlight region usually with light
contrast and minimal shadows. On your histogram, the highest peaks
will be on the far right.
Low-Key Images
on the other hand will have most of the tones in the shadow region and
make heavy use of contrast and deep shadows. The histogram of a lowkey image will show heavy spiking on the left.

Histogram
Showing
High Key
Histogram
Showing
Low Key

The Purpose of High-Key and Low-Key Images
You are probably familiar with data (spikes) on the far right or left representing clipping (or loss of
data) in either the highlights or the shadows respectively. And in most images that’s not a good thing.
Both high-key and low-key techniques serve their own purposes. High key, for example, presents
a light and airy mood and can be used to smooth out skin tones. While low key can convey a
mysterious or moody image; it’s deep shadows and contrast used to conceal and draw attention at the
same time. Either technic can be executed in either monochrome or color, and can be created either
in-camera or via software.
The images at the left are
an example of in-camera.
The subject and camera
remained in place. What
changed was the background and position of the
speedlight(s). The high-key
image on the far left used a
white reflector background.
I used a speedlight to blowout the background and
the orchids were lit with another speedlight on the axis of the lens at about a 15-degree angle
with a tight grid.
For the low-key image on the near left, I replaced the reflector with a piece of black foam core
and remove the speedlight from the background. As a side note, it is possible to achieve a very
dark (almost black) background if you can push your shutter speed high enough. The main
Continued on page 14 - See KEYS
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speedlight remained on axis with the lens, however I raised it and brought it to about a 45-degree
angle.
Remember that either technic can be “exposed correctly” – It just depends on the purpose of the
image or one’s preference. Have you explored different styles and technics
lately? Maybe it’s time to stretch yourself artistically.

Upcoming Programs / Workshops

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

Listed below is what is currently scheduled through June 2016. As always, schedules can change, so be
sure to check your Lights & Shadows and the website to confirm the scheduled speakers each month.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
May 18
June 15

Commercial Aerial Photography Using Drones, by Kyle Underwood of WOOD-TV
Scavenger Hunt Presentation/Voting

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS
None planned at this time.
I am working on setting up additional future programs and workshops...and will keep you posted.
Ideas or suggestions are welcomed for either programs or workshops.
Contact me at programs@grcameraclub.org .

Time:
Location:
		
		

MAY.

26

7:15 PM
Boy Scouts of America
3213 Walker Ave. NW
Walker, MI

Mark Your Calendars

LAKE MICHIGAN DR

COVELL

Regular meetings are held
the third Wednesday
of the month except for
February, July and August.

WALKER AVE

Visitors are Welcome to
Attend our Meetings!

28 TH ST

by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

Graphic Design Services provided by Greg Ferguson at GV Graphics • Helping Your Business Look Good • Web: gvg.us • Email: greg@gvg.us

The

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August. If you have GRCC
news, information or photos for the June Lights & Shadows, please get these
submitted on or BEFORE Thursday, May 26, 2016.
You can send them to: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org
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