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New Year, New Challenges

by Diane Durand, GRCC President

I would like to wish each of you a happy and healthy New Year. As the new year dawns, it
brings with it happiness, hope and resolutions. Thank you all for another successful year for
the Grand Rapids Camera Club, almost 117 years strong.

As the oldest camera club in continuous existence in the United States, our club is
thriving, but it is not without some struggles. I think the toughest struggle right now lies
with the judges. As each of us view more images, there will be some we love, and some we
hate. Our duty as a judge is to give credit for work well done while maintaining our own
ideals of good images. I hope each of us takes up this challenge with an open mind. Like
the Impressionists of the late nineteenth century, this “new wave” photography is different
and incomprehensible to some, while new and exciting to others. History shows that there is
room for both realism and impressionism in art. I am sure there is also room for both
realistic and impressionistic images in photography.

I challenge each of you to resolve to get more involved in the club. Enter your images in
monthly competition for the first time. Challenge yourself to shoot images for the assigned
subject every month. Attend a seminar or workshop. Volunteer to help sort prints before a
meeting. Introduce a friend to the club. Share your skills with someone less knowledgeable.
Get involved. I guarantee that the more you personally put into the club, the more benefit
you will get out of it.

Our 2015 year-end competition is fast approaching. If you entered any images in the past
calendar year, you are eligible to enter those images in the year-end competition. I would
Continued on page 2 - See CHALLENGES
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like to encourage everyone who is eligible to participate in the competition. It will give you
the opportunity to share your images with another group of judges who will give you feedback
on your images. Remember these judges are from outside of the club so all of your images
will be new to them. This is the one time during the year that we compete with each other.
Winners will be announced and awards given at our annual awards banquet in February.
I hope to see even more people entering their images this year. The deadline for entering
images is January 20.

I will continue to pass along to all of you any information I receive regarding photography
exhibits, seminars and shooting opportunities. And I ask any of you that have such
information to get it to me so I can share it with the rest of the club. The New Year always
brings new resolutions, and I, once again, invite each of you to become more involved in the
club. It will truly benefit you as much as it benefits the club.

Have a Happy New Year!
Good Quote

Submitted by Jeanne Quillan

“Nothing happens when you sit at home. I always make it a point to carry a camera with me at all
times…I just shoot at what interests me at that moment.”
--Elliott Erwitt
When the world is your canvas, so to speak, you need your tools with you to capture everything
around you. Make a habit of always carrying a camera with you—you will never suffer the regret
of wishing you had.*
*From: http://digital-photography-school.com/photography-quotes/

Good Locations

Submitted by Jeanne Quillan

I would like to know members’ favorite photo spots in Michigan or West Michigan, along with why they
like them (and what season is best). I am thinking of featuring a location every month in the Lights &
Shadows, so send me an email letting me know your favorite spot at: photobug49@comcast.net or
competition1@grcameraclub.org. Attach a couple of photos that you took there that we can include
(and a screenshot of a map to make it easy for our members to find your favorite spot).
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Meeting Presentation:
Michigan’s Barn Prevention Network

by Jan Lewis,
VP of Programs

For preservationists, the importance of photography cannot be overstated. Photography can provide the
opportunity to artistically represent the timeless beauty of a structure, in some cases capturing the art of
a lost building. In addition, it is often the best resource at the preservationists’ disposal to document the
existence of our architectural history before it becomes a victim of progress, circumstance, or time.
Join Rebecca Long as she explains the important role that photography plays in Michigan Barn
Preservation Network’s Michigan Barn and Farmstead Survey. She will present a brief history of
MBPN, including an overview of all aspects of their work, before delving into the specifics of MBPN’s
Michigan Barn and Farmstead Survey, their near-twenty-year effort to document Michigan’s built
agricultural history in order to preserve a record of its existence and visual history for perpetuity.
Come learn how you, as a photographer, can help MBPN meet their goals.

Born and raised in Richland, Michigan just outside of Kalamazoo, Rebecca Long graduated from
Michigan State University in 1998 with a bachelor’s degree in Art History. After working in art galleries in
Orlando, FL, from 1999-2010, Rebecca moved to Charleston, SC where she pursued her Master’s in
Historic Preservation from Clemson University/College of Charleston. While in graduate school, Rebecca
completed measured drawings of 18th and 19th Century structures, winning the Historic American Buildings
Survey and National Park Service Peterson Prize with her classmates in both 2011 and 2013.
She specialized in both conservation and architectural history, culminating in the publication of her thesis,
“Detroit’s Field of Dreams: The Grassroots Preservation of Tiger Stadium.” After graduation, Rebecca moved
back to Michigan, settling in Grand Rapids. She currently works for local non-profit Dwelling Place as Grants
and Development Coordinator. She has served on the board of the Michigan Barn Preservation Network since
2013, where she primarily works on MBPN’s Barn and Farmstead Survey – an online database and statewide
effort to document Michigan’s agricultural architecture. In her free time, Rebecca can be found traveling the
back roads of Michigan searching for and photographing Michigan’s historic architectural gems, agricultural
and other interesting subject matter.
Website: mibarn.net

Facebook: www.facebook.com/mibarn/?fref=ts
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Workshop: Conceptual Photography

Submitted by Jan Lewis

Robyn Porteen will be conducting a workshop presentation on her creative photography technique
which she calls “Conceptual Photography.” If you have been to any of our meetings in the past few years,
you have seen some of Robyn’s amazingly creative images submitted in our monthly competitions.
She is incredibly talented and has agreed to give us some insights into how she creates these compelling
and often surreal images using Photoshop to merge multiple images, working with layers to come up with
her signature images.
She will talk about how to take an idea or concept
and gather the photos needed to make your idea
come to life. She will also discuss how to plan
your photo shoot(s), making sure all the lighting
is going in the same direction; how to outline
your images to isolate the desired person or
object; how to work with layers in Photoshop;
and how to merge the final image. This is your
chance to get some insights on how to take your
photos to another level, creating original art from
your images.

Robyn Porteen

Robyn is an award winning artist who specializes in Fine Art Photography and Art Photography. A
Michigan native, she has a degree in Printing from Ferris State University. She began photographing
in 1998 and is entire self-taught. It started as a hobby, but before long she was a working as a staff
Architectural photographer and then a travel photographer. Photography is her passion, and she is
currently working on a world portfolio.
Robyn is also President of Porteen Gear, Inc., Home of Custom Designed Photography Gear and
Accessories. Porteen Gear was created 5 years ago from the her desire for a camera bag she could
use while traveling that did not show expensive branding. The business has taken off, and she will
soon be selling her 10,000th camera bag! As the business consumes much of her time, she joined
Grand Rapids Camera Club in January 2014, largely to give her a reason to do photography.
Websites: porteenphotography.com www.robynporteen.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/robyn.porteen
Flickr: https://www.flickr.com/photos/porteen/2333717342/

www.porteengear.com
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Competition Corner

by Jeanne Quillan, Competition Chair and Coordinator

Top Facts About The Year-End Competition
• Images must have been entered in 2015 monthly Competitions.
• The competition is judged by photographers in the community who are not affiliated with the 		
		 Grand Rapids Camera Club.
• Images are judged according to your skill (subdivided into Class A and Class B divisions).
Your subgroup will be determined based on your overall average score for the year.
• You may enter up to 10 images in each category.
• Categories are Creative, Monochrome, Photojournalism, Open, Nature and Scapes. Images must
		 be entered in the category they were originally entered in, with the exception of Assigned.
• Assigned images (when there are not enough entries) will be judged in either Open or Nature.
• Place awards, along with honorable mentions, are awarded in each category.
• You should enter even if you think your scores were not high enough. Many times we have seen
		 images that have scored low, receive top awards at year end.
• Awards will be given at the banquet to be held on February 17, 2016.
I encourage and ask all members who competed in 2015 to participate
in the year-end competition, even if you just have just a few.
After all, what have you got to lose?

What You Need To Do To Enter
DIGITAL- Send a list of the image titles you wish to enter to Jim at the normal entry email address:
images@grcameraclub.org. Be sure to include the name of the image and category (in the case of
assigned images, the categories you choose to enter them in). Limit of 10 entries per category.
You do not need to resend the images…..provide ONLY a list of the titles and categories.
Deadline for entry: Saturday, January 23, 2016
PRINTS- Bring your prints to the January meeting, or make arrangements to drop them off at my
home prior to the competition. What could be easier?
I can provide you with a list of your entries and scores for the year if you need them.
Contact me at: competition1@grcameraclub.org or photobug49@comcast.net.
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Member Interview: Jerry Keifer

by Greg Ferguson,
Lights & Shadows Editor

Jerry, can you give our GRCC members some background information on yourself?
Before I was twelve, my mom designated me as the family picture taker. I knew nothing
about photography, but I did know I wanted to be different – no posing and smiling for me.
I wanted to shoot candid photos from any unusual angle I could manage.
Then along came motion. I recruited neighborhood kids to star in my 8-mm horror
movies and stop motion animations. My sister always played the frail victim. To film a
vampire movie, I built a full size wooden coffin and dug a large grave for it in the back yard.
That “thrilled” my parents.
Fortunately for them, I grew up and moved out. My interest in photography waned until
one day... a coworker showed me his cool SLR. To me, it was a phenomenal camera.
I immediately bought an all-manual Pentax and spent many hours studying photography at
the local library. I even considered building my own darkroom.
My interest waned again when a friend gave me a loony Irish setter. I joined a dog training
class and luckily met Cathy. She was the owner of the dog grooming and training shop and
was SO FINE. One thing led to another and we decided to marry. She had a daughter and son
from a previous marriage. I did too, and so we instantly became a family of six.
Many years later, in 2003, my stepdaughter introduced Cathy and me to the wonders of
Photoshop. We enjoyed it so much we bought our first digital camera – a Canon point and
shoot. Switching from film to digital sent me back to studying; but this time, I had some help
from the Internet. Eventually, we bought new cameras, lenses, studio lights, printers and
other paraphernalia. We were hooked.
Other than photography, I love karate, weightlifting, the science of animal learning and
motivation, boating, catch & release fishing, high-fidelity audio, 60’s rock & roll, saxophones, and Afghan hounds.
I’ve been married to Cathy for 32 years and I’ve been retired from the State of Michigan for
18 years.
Continued on Page 7 - See KEIFER INTERVIEW
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KEIFER INTERVIEW - Continued from Page 6

What made you decide to join GRCC and when?
My wife and I had belonged to the St. Johns Camera Club and the West Oakland Camera
Club for several years. Ill health forced us to quit and we took a long break.
When things got better, we thought about rejoining the clubs we left, but then decided to do
something different. The Grand Rapids Camera Club came to mind since we knew some of
the people there. Although it’s a long drive from Lansing, the club’s progressive competition
rules seemed worth it. We joined in January of 2015.
What kind of photography do you like to do?
Any subject is fun to shoot. I tend to stay close to home since Cathy, the kids, and I traveled
almost every weekend to compete in dog shows or karate tournaments. When it comes to
traveling, I’m burnt-out.
Interesting landscapes and structures are scarce near Lansing, so find me an interesting spider
to shoot. It’s all great.
What advice can you give others in the club to help them with their photography?
I’m usually not one for classes. They’re too slow for me. So if I were to give advice, I would
say read, read, read, and read some more. Go to the library for books and get on the Internet.
It’s amazing what one can learn that way.
What are some of the things you would like to see done within the club?
I would like to see critiques of competition images. Perhaps a few times each year, the
monthly presentation could be skipped to give judges time to comment on some of the
competition images. Yes, competitors might not always agree with the judges, but critiques
are an important learning tool.

Moonlit
Pumpkin

Lansing
Center
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Club Scavenger Hunt:
Moving Forward, More Details
U
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by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs
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I will be assigning the teams for the Scavenger Hunt in January. So if you want to be
involved but haven’t signed up, please contact me as soon as possible by clicking on the
link at the end of this article.
Teams and the Scavenger Hunt List will be published no later than February 18, 2016
(the date of our Annual Awards Banquet meeting). Teams will have the last week of
February, and all of March and April to complete the Scavenger Hunt list. You may shoot
as a team, or meet to divide the list up and shoot individually. It is entirely up to each
team how they wish to acquire the images of the scavenger items. Remember, you must
capture your images during this time frame. You cannot draw from your image archives.
Teams will submit one image for each item, using the same size guidelines as our regular
competitions. However, the naming convention will be different, and will be outlined in
the instructions each team member will receive with the submission deadline information.
The results of each team’s Scavenger Hunt will be our June program (which should be
very interesting). We will show the team submissions, and the members attending will
vote on which team they think most creatively completed the scavenger hunt. If you have
questions, don’t hesitate to contact me at: programs@grcameraclub.org .

Link Available for Health Updates

by Ranger Steve Mueller

I greatly appreciate the kind moral support, prayers and encouragement at the camera club as
I wrestle with cancer. I posted recently in Dec. 2015 on my CaringBridge website and plan to
be be posting updates there at: http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/Stevemueller. As you probably know, my multiple myeloma cancer is unfortunately incurable, and it has significantly
interfered with my photography (but I keep plugging along). At the website, you can click on
“Get Steve’s Journal Notifications” to know when I post. Thanks again for your support!
Ranger Steve (Mueller)
Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary
13010 Northland Dr.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319-8433

616-696-1753
Odybrook@chartermi.net
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GRCC Image of the Month

by Jeanne Quillan

This digital entry from the previous month’s competition was chosen the Image of the Month.
This image appealed to Mark Darnell (and may not necessarily be the image that scored the
highest). Next month’s image will be chosen by a different member.

“Icescaping” by Steve Port
ABOUT MY IMAGE:
Many may take for granted the very
special and often hidden features of West
Michigan’s Grand Valley created by our
Grand River. I make a concerted effort
to get to know this force of nature that
cuts through the heart of our landscape.
Different in every season and shifting its
look with every passing hour and cloud,
responding to the wind plus the structures
laid around it by man, I watch and wait
for its next transformation. One spot in
particular draws me back repeatedly;
the Kent Trails Bridge and surrounding
walkways. On a unique winter’s day with
no wind, the perfect late day light clawed
its way through the cloud layer and gave
me inspiration for this shot. Of one thing
I am sure, tomorrow it will be different.
- Steve
JAN.

26

Mark Your Calendars

Selected by Mark Darnell
WHY I LIKED IT:
There were just so many fine images to choose from
this month but I could only select one. The photo
that personally stood out to me was“Icescaping” by
Steve Port. I found the composition particularly
intricate beginning with how the river provides an
intriguing leading line enhanced by contrasting
ice shards inviting the viewer into the body of this
wonderful image. The river stretches into the photo
while ultimately fading gently around the tree lined
river bend. “Icescaping” has a wonderful dynamic
range about it which speaks boldly in tones rather
than colors. The tack sharp tree tops contrast
artfully against the dark clouds above which provide
an over-all warmth to an otherwise cold winter’s
day. I have found that images such as this have led
me to develop a sharper eye, and has permitted me
to more fully realize the natural beauty about us if
we just take a second look.
- Mark
by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August. If you have GRCC
news, information or photos for the February Lights & Shadows, please get these
submitted on or BEFORE Tuesday, January 26, 2016. You can send them to:
LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org
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Dues Are Due for 2016

by Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

You can pay 2016 membership dues at a meeting or send your check made payable to
GRCC to Christine Mooney, 4280 Brooklawn Lane SE, Kentwood MI 49512.
$25 for individual $35 for 2 people living at the same address
We also have PayPal available on the Grand Rapids Camera Club
website for an additional $1 processing fee.
Just click on “Join” to find the PayPal link.

Thanks to Those Who Helped

A big “thank you” to
Rosemary VanHouten,
Garnette Port and
Caroline Shearer for their help
in setting up everything!

Thanks to everyone who brought in treats for
our party last month. Our members really came
through with some great treats to share.

GRCC Assigned Subjects for 2016
January......Boats and Ships
March........Vintage
April..........Color Blue
May...........Intentionally Blurred

June.........Texture
SUMMER BREAK

September.....Solitude
October..........Song Titles
November......This Old House
December......Junkyard

The 2016 Assigned Subjects and definitions are available on our website on the Competition
Corner page. A business-card-size list, without definitions, is also available at our meetings.

Got News to Share?

by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

If so, send it my way. It’s easy to do via email.
The news has to be photographically related about yourself or another member.
Just click on the email link below and include “Member News” in the subject line.
And if you have a photo to go with the news, that is even better
(since we are a photography club).
LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org
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Tips From Kelly...

by GRCC Member Kelly Walkotten

Portrait Quick Fixes in Lightroom
Lightroom has some great quick
fixes for portraits built into the
Enhancement Brush. I find that
they work great and speed up my
workflow.
Choose the Enhancement Brush.
Open the dialog box in the Effect
area and choose Teeth Whitening.
Adjust the brush size (using your bracket keys) and brush over the teeth.
Wow! Instant Whitened Teeth! A bulls eye symbol shows that an adjustment was made. You can click on it and make further adjustment to
any area desired. The symbol will not show on your final image.
Choose the Enhancement Brush. Open
the dialog box in the Effect area and
choose Iris Enhance.

Adjust the brush size (using your bracket keys) and click on the eye iris.
Wow! Instant Brightened Eyes! You will get another adjustment symbol
and can make further adjustments if desired, just like teeth whitening.
Choose the Enhancement Brush.
Open the dialog box in the Effect
area and choose Soften Skin.

Adjust the brush size (using your bracket keys) as needed
and brush over the skin, being careful to not choose the
eyes and the mouth. Brush over the skin only. Wow!
Instant Softened Skin! Again, the adjustment symbol is
on the skin. If you want more softening in a certain area,
re-brush until you get the desired results.

BEFORE
© Kelly Walkotten 2015-16

AFTER

See KELLY WALKOTTEN BIOGRAPHY on next page.
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The

Call For 2016 Mini-Programs

Jan Lewis,
VP of Programs

Just a reminder... Our March 16, 2016 program will be our annual...

What is a mini-program? Basically it is a slideshow, although it can contain video footage. It is most
entertaining if the slideshow is set to music. You can use a variety of software, such as ProShow,
Windows Media or Apple Photo to create your slideshow. Just make sure you work out the details
with our digital coordinator (images@grcameraclub.org) to ensure that it will play correctly on the
club computer.
The topic or subject is up to you. It it could be about your recent amazing photo trip, or it could be
images of interesting mailboxes, lighthouses, waterfalls or minimalism that you have collected over
the years. Snapshots of your new grandchild might not be as interesting to the club as they would be
to your family members, so keep that in mind when selecting your subject matter.
We have limited program time, so we try to keep the number of shows to 7 or under, with a time limit
of about 5-6 minutes per show. If you are interested, please let me or Jim Shearer know if you plan
to put a mini-program together.
If you have questions, feel free to contact me at:
programs@grcameraclub.org .
KELLY WALKOTTEN BIOGRAPHY (Continued from previous page )

Kelly combines her passions of photography and writing to bring the wonders of nature to others. Through her
travels, she captures images for publication. Then, through research, writing, and presentation, she brings nature
to an audience and teaches them about the habitat and behavior of unique creatures from around the world.
She is an avid scuba diver, whose images, articles, and blogs have brought the undersea world to readers of the
PSA Journal and Fem Worldview.com . These publications have featured articles by Kelly that include photos
from diving the Caribbean, the Pacific, and Indo-Pacific. Her favorite destination is Indonesia, where she has spent
fourteen weeks above and below the sea. She has been published in many other print and web publications.
Through her extensive use and familiarity with photo editing software, she has developed lessons and enjoys
teaching Adobe Suite products of Photoshop, Elements and Lightroom.
Kelly lives in the greater Grand Rapids area and her images have been exhibited in many venues around West
Michigan including ArtPrize and Festival of the Arts. Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com
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Upcoming Programs / Workshops

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

I have lined up programs for 2016; Listed below is what is currently scheduled.
As always, schedules can change, so be sure to check your Lights & Shadows and the website to confirm
the scheduled speakers each month.
MONTH

SPEAKER

PROGRAM

January
Rebecca Long
February		
March		
April
Phil Stagg
June		

Barn Preservation Project*
Year-End Competition
Annual Mini-Program Extravaganza
The Waterfalls of Michigan
Scavenger Hunt Presentation/Voting

A workshop has been scheduled January 27 (Conceptual Photography)**, and I am working on setting up other
possibilities and options. I will keep you posted. Ideas or suggestions are welcomed for either programs or
workshops. Contact me at programs@grcameraclub.org .
**See Conceptual Photography Workshop on page 4

When Changes Occur

Welcome New Members

If you have any changes to
your email address or other
information, let Christine
know (to keep our
membership list up-to-date).
Email Christine at
treasurer@grcameraclub.org .

The following joined our club recently:
Taressa Owens shoots with a Canon,
and Darlene Chandler with a Nikon.
Please welcome Taressa and Darlene when
you see them.

Time:
Location:
		
		

7:15 PM
Boy Scouts of America
3213 Walker Ave. NW
Walker, MI

WALKER AVE

Visitors are Welcome to
Attend our Meetings!
Regular meetings are held
the third Wednesday
of the month except for
February, July and August.

by Christine Mooney

LAKE MICHIGAN DR

COVELL

*See Presentation on page 3

Graphic Design Services provided by Greg Ferguson at GV Graphics • Helping Your Business Look Good • Web: gvg.us • Email: greg@gvg.us
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