
Once again the end of the year is rapidly approaching. I always look forward to December 
because I love the snow and, of course, the holidays. But I also take time in December to 
review and reflect on the year.

Time To ReflecT

December 2015      Vol.117  No. 10      www.Grcameraclub.orG

1

by Diane Durand, GRCC President 

Over the past year, our club membership has remained above 100 members. We see more 
than half of our members in attendance at each of our monthly meetings! Through our
programs, we have painted with light, learned how to see things and solve visual problems. 
We have seen treasured items and have learned about photographing small animals and 
sporting events. We have seen members’ mini programs and their favorite images.
 

This year we have had several extra meetings to address members’ requests for more
photographic education. We have had a field trip to an animal park and a discussion of 
speed lights.  These meetings have been well received and very well attended. I would like 
to thank Jan Lewis, our Vice President of Programs, for the wonderful job she has done this 
past year. I am glad she was willing to take on the role of Vice President of Programs for 
the remainder of Joe’s term.

In 2015, our members participated in the Glennie Nature Salon, an international photo-
graphic competition. We are continuing to participate as a club in Photographic Society of 
America international competitions. We have shared our work in an exhibit at the
Wyoming Public Library. Once again, members of our club won photo contests associated 
with both the summer and winter State Games of Michigan.

 
This year saw the passing of three long 
time former members, Marie Velting, 
Don Wollander and Larry Heibel.
While they may no longer be with us, 
their influence is still felt in the club.

Thanks to all of you who work so hard to make 
the meetings, workshops and exhibitions a 
success. I hope each of you has enough time to 
review, reflect and celebrate. I also hope you all 
have a safe, happy and peaceful holiday season.
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Timed exposure
Steve Port’s

A Bit of Photographic History

While reading some photo history, I again came across that well known 
photographer, Henri Cartier-Bresson (1908-2004).  Among many other 
things, he was famous for coining the phrase The Decisive Moment as it 
is applied to photography.  In his book of the same name, he summarizes 
his philosophy, “To me, photography is the simultaneous recognition, in a 
fraction of a second, of the significance of an event as well as of a precise 
organization of forms which give that event its proper expression.” 

The Decisive momenT

I would suggest that most of us pursue our photography in 
a very similar fashion.  We stalk the world in hopes that we 
may capture the mountain lion as he leaps from a cliff to snag 
a bald eagle that is diving upon a red fox in hot pursuit of 
a rabbit whilst directly in front of our waiting and perfectly 
exposed miracle camera.  Ahhh, the Decisive Moment!  

But, other photographers suggest a different strategy.
Decisive moments can be few and far between and often
arrive unannounced.  Is there a way to express our own 
individual world view in a more controlled and executable 
fashion?
 

Henri Cartier-Bresson

In his article from the July 2014 edition of Landscape Photography Magazine, Alain Briot 
offers an approach which he calls the Photo Project. He states, “In other words, they are 
deliberate in their choice of what to photograph. They know what they want and they go 
out and look for it.”  Furthermore, “A project is an opportunity to express your vision.
Vision is best expressed through collections of images rather than through single photo-
graphs.  Such a collection is called a project.”

Most of what we do in the club is centered on the observation and evaluation of
independent images.  Guest speakers invited to inform or entertain us, however, arrive
with organized coherent images that represent a project more than individual images.
Does the club, then, offer opportunities for the development of personal projects?
Fortunately for all, we do.  Every year our March meeting program is comprised of
member Mini-Programs.  In my mind, these are photographic “projects” that can express 
the vision and character of the program’s creator.  

I might suggest that now is not too early to start working on a Mini-Program
for next March that helps us to better understand how YOU see the world.
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Our annual year-end competition is in view, will be held the last weekend in January. It is our hope 
that all of our members who have competed this year will enter their images for a chance to win an 
award.  All images that were entered this year are eligible, and only images entered this year (2015). 
You will compete with other members in the club (the one time of year that is a true competition). 
Members are grouped into two skill levels so you will compete with those who achieved similar 
scores throughout the year. 
There is a limit of 10 images in each category (per division). 
As you prepare your images for entry in the December Monthly Competition, the last that will be 
eligible for the year-end competition, there are a few things you may want to keep in mind. In order 
to be considered for Photographer of the Year, you must have entered a minimum of 40 entries
(digital and prints combined). The Photographer-of-the-Year Award is presented to the member who 
has achieved the highest average score in all categories and divisions. There will be a limit of 10
images in each category (per division). Assigned and Scapes can be entered in the appropriate
category of your choosing. To be able to enter the maximum number of images possible, you may 
want to check your previous 2015 entries and enter your December images in the category that will 
help you the most. For those that need them, I have a record of all your 2015 competition images.

If enough people are interested, we will have a mini-show competition. Please see the manual for 
more information. Contact me right away if you intend to compete in this segment. We must have 
a minimum of three entrants to go ahead with the mini-show competition. Mini Shows may not be 
more than 10 minutes. Contact me at competition1@grcameraclub.org . 

More information about the year-end competition
will be in the January Lights & Shadows newsletter.

DuRing The AnnuAl YeAR-enD compeTiTion
We’ll selecT The BesT imAges of The YeAR!
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compeTiTion coRneR

gooD QuoTe gooD excuse

by Jeanne Quillan, Competition Chair and Coordinator 

Submitted by Jeanne Quillan Submitted by Greg Ferguson

Saw this sign and
thought it was a

good enough excuse
for just about

anything!

“Which of my photographs is my favorite?
The one I’m going to take tomorrow.”

--Imogen Cunningham*

Never be fully satisfied with what you’ve done.
Never stop photographing. It is likely that your best 

photograph has not yet been captured.

*Imogen Cunningham (April 12, 1883 – June 23, 1976)
was an American photographer known for her botanical 

photography, nudes and industrial landscapes.

http://grcameraclub.org/assets/pdf/documents/GRCC-Membership-Manual-August-2015.pdf
mailto:competition1@grcameraclub.org


meeTing pResenTATion:  JonAThon Russell’s 
 “The fuTuRe of phoTogRAphY is in iTs pAsT”
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16
DEC.

Weds.

by Jan Lewis,
VP of Programs

December’s program will be a bit of a photography history lesson. Many of us began our
photography journey in the days of film. The switch to digital came on fast and furiously in 
the early 2000s. But some photographers are still working with techniques that predated even 
the film days most of us remember. Jonathon Russell will discuss the current revival of 19th 
century photography techniques such as Collodion Wetplate and Palladium/Platinum printing. 
He will show several examples of his work in various historical processes.

BIOGRAPHY
Jonathon retired from Grand Rapids Community College in 2014 after starting and
teaching in the Photography Program for 37 years. He earned a BFA degree (Photography) 
from Michigan State University, an MS degree (Photography) from Illinois Institute of
Technology-Institute of Design, and a MA degree (Education) from Western Michigan
University. His work can be found in many museum, corporate and private collections. 
Jonathon is owner of Fountain Hill Studio, a workshop space dedicated to Historical
Photographic processes and Analog Photography where he continues to mentor artists and 
students who want to improve their craft and art. He offers a variety of workshops in
historical photographic techniques including Basic Ambrotype and Tintypes, and various 
WetPlate techniques.

Learn more about Fountain Hill Studio and available workshops at www.fountainhillstudio.com .
Jonathon can be found on Facebook (Jonathon Russell and/or Fountain Hill Studio).

Jonathon Russell

Sunflowers-1

Sleep-1

Bar Harbor

Lillies-1

http://www.fountainhillstudio.com


by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs
cluB scAvengeR hunT: 
TeAms sTill foRming
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Teams are still forming for our first Scavenger Hunt. I will have the sign-up sheet at the 
meeting in December.  If you are unable to attend the meeting and would like to
participate, please shoot me an email (programs@grcameraclub.org) with your name and 
contact info (phone, email) and if you have teammates in mind. If you haven’t “formed” 
a team and are open to being grouped with other participants let me know that as well. 

As a refresher, the idea is that GRCC members would form teams of 3-4 members per 
team who would like to work together on a photo project. The Program committee will 
publish a scavenger list of, say, 10 items.  They could be actual things like a barn or a 
ladder, but they could be more conceptual like shadows or reflections.  The idea would 
be to find and photograph these items, but not actually collect the item itself, as in a 
traditional scavenger hunt.  Teams should be in place by our February 2016 meeting, 
and the scavenger list would be published shortly afterward. The teams would have at 
least several months to complete the scavenger list. This will allow the maximum flex-
ibility for the teams to find days when then can meet and shoot, or discuss how they are 
going to photograph the list, as well as choose which images they are going to submit. 
Teams can shoot individually or as a group, on a single day or multiple days. Whatever 
works for their schedules. HOWEVER, the submitted scavenger hunt photos MUST BE 
TAKEN during the challenge time period. In other words, you can’t pull an image from 
your archives that you took 3 years ago on your trip to Italy...or whatever.  The teams 
would submit one image for each scavenger list item, choosing the ones they
collectively deem the best.  So in the 10-item list scenario I described, each team would 
submit 10 images by the set deadline (probably sometime in May).

At our June 2016 meeting, we will show the results for all the team submissions as our 
program.  The members attending will vote on which team they think most creatively 
completed the scavenger hunt. Let me know if you have any ideas or
suggestions for this project at: programs@grcameraclub.org .

u p D A T e

mailto:programs@grcameraclub.org
mailto:programs@grcameraclub.org
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by Jeanne Quillan

This digital entry from the previous month’s competition was chosen the
Image of the Month. This image appealed to Mike Wendling (and may not necessarily be the
image that scored the highest). Next month’s image will be chosen by a different member.

WHY I LIKED IT:
The helmet immedi-
ately got my attention 
and cleverly caused my 
mind to wonder what 
if… Is the helmet
really strong enough 
to protect the mouse’s 
skull from being 
crushed? 
Great composition, 
storytelling, lighting 
technique and I love 
the humor in the image 
title. Thank you for 
sharing your talent with 
the GRCC.
       - Mike

ABOUT MY IMAGE:
Making creative photos of animals using Photoshop is one of my
favorite activities. In this image, I used a photo of my pet rat “Drucilla” 
along with photos of a rat trap, a piece of cheese, and a bike helmet.
The photos were shot using a Canon 40d with a 50mm lens, Alien Bee 
studio lights, homemade diffusion panels, and a black velvet back-
ground. I combined the images using Photoshop and then created the 
illusion of a floor with a pattern overlay. The helmet was digitally
transformed to fit the rat’s head.
I don’t know which is more fun -- shooting animals in the studio or 
editing my photos in Photoshop. Both present different challenges and 
rewards. I am very focused and have little interest in taking photos of 
anything that doesn’t have at least one pair of eyes looking back at the 
camera.  I also like to bring humor to photography whenever possible.
My love of animals, art and science always came in handy -- first as a 
dog groomer, next as a dog trainer, and then as a photographer.  I have 
to admit I’ve enjoyed photography the most.      
       - Cathy

“Defeating the Hinge of Death”  by Cathy Keifer

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August.  If you have GRCC 
news, information or photos for the January Lights & Shadows, please get these
submitted on or BEFORE Saturday, December 26, 2015. You can send them to:
LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

mARk YouR cAlenDARs by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

gRcc imAge of The monTh

26
DEC.

Chosen by Mike Wendling

mailto:LSNewsEditor%40grcameraclub.org?subject=
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TReAT neWs foR novemBeR AnD DecemBeR

A big thank you
for bringing in treats

for our November meeting:
Jan Lewis, Larry Steiner

Evie Carrier and
Christine Darnell.

Caroline Shearer,
GRCC Treat Coordinator

December is our “holiday time.”
Everyone is encouraged to bring a 

finger food item to the meeting
for our extended break time. 

December Holiday Party

goT neWs foR The lighTs & shADoWs?
If so, send it my way.  It’s easy to do via email.

 The news has to be photographically related about yourself or another member.
Just click on the email link below and include “Member News” in the subject line. 

And if you have a photo to go with the news, that is even better
(since we are a photography club). 

Greg Ferguson,
Lights & Shadows Editor

You can pay membership dues at a meeting or send your check made payable to GRCC 
to Christine Mooney, 4280 Brooklawn Lane SE, Kentwood  MI  49512.

 $25 for individual    $35 for 2 people living at the same address

We also have PayPal available on the Grand Rapids Camera Club website for an
additional $1 processing fee. Just click on “Join” to find the PayPal link.

2016 memBeRship Dues by Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

The 2015 and 2016 Assigned Subjects and definitions are available on our website on the Competition
Corner page. A business-card-size list, without definitions, is also available at our meetings.

September ....Solitude
October .........Song Titles
November .....This Old House
December .....Junkyard

January .....Boats and Ships
March .......Vintage
April .........Color Blue
May ..........Intentionally Blurred

 June ........Texture2016

2015

SUMMER BREAK

gRcc AssigneD suBJecTs foR 2015-2016

LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

mailto:LSNewsEditor%40grcameraclub.org?subject=
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You can save yourself a lot of tedious cloning with Pho-
toshop’s Content-Aware Fill tool. It doesn’t always work, 
but it’s so quick, it’s always worth a try.

Select an object you want to remove with the Freehand 
Lasso tool.

Draw around the object you want removed. 
It will be selected with a “marching ants” 
border.

Removing oBJecTs WiTh conTenT-AWARe fill Tool in phoToshop

Tips fRom kellY... by GRCC Member Kelly Walkotten

© Kelly Walkotten 2015 See KELLY WALKOTTEN BIOGRAPHY on next page.

Click once on the eye and then paint 
over the area that you want to change. 
If you can’t see your paint and want to 
see it, press the O on your key board 
to enabled and disable the ruby overlay.

Photoshop then magically (it doesn’t tell you 
how, in other words) selects surrounding details 
to fill in the gap. Sometimes it’s spectacularly 
successful, and sometimes it leaves you with 
a little more manual cloning to do, but much 
less than before. With this image, Photoshop 
did a nice job, but some tweeking may still be 
required to further disguise the fill items and 
the reflected image of the person in the water.
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Kelly combines her passions of photography and writing to bring the wonders of nature to others.  Through her 
travels, she captures images for publication.  Then, through research, writing, and presentation, she brings nature 
to an audience and teaches them about the habitat and behavior of unique creatures from around the world. 
She is an avid scuba diver, whose images, articles, and blogs have brought the undersea world to readers of the 
PSA Journal and Fem Worldview.com . These publications have featured articles by Kelly that include photos 
from diving the Caribbean, the Pacific, and Indo-Pacific. Her favorite destination is Indonesia, where she has spent 
fourteen weeks above and below the sea.  She has been published in many other print and web publications. 
Through her extensive use and familiarity with photo editing software, she has developed lessons and enjoys 
teaching Adobe Suite products of Photoshop, Elements and Lightroom.  
Kelly lives in the greater Grand Rapids area and her images have been exhibited in many venues around West 
Michigan including ArtPrize and Festival of the Arts. Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com 

KELLY WALKOTTEN BIOGRAPHY (Continued from page 8)

Our March 16, 2016 program will be our annual...

cAll foR 2016 mini-pRogRAms
Jan Lewis,

VP of Programs

What is a mini-program? Basically it is a slideshow, although it can contain video footage. It is most 
entertaining if the slideshow is set to music. You can use a variety of software, such as ProShow, 
Windows Media or Apple Photo to create your slideshow.  Just make sure you work out the details 
with our digital coordinator (images@grcameraclub.org) to ensure that it will play correctly on the 
club computer.  
The topic or subject is up to you. It it could be about your recent amazing photo trip, or it could be 
images of interesting mailboxes, lighthouses, waterfalls or minimalism that you have collected over 
the years. Snapshots of your new grandchild might not be as interesting to the club as they would be 
to your family members, so keep that in mind when selecting your subject matter.
We have limited program time, so we try to keep the number of shows to 7 or under, with a time limit 
of about 5-6 minutes per show.  If you are interested, please let me or Jim Shearer know if you plan 
to put a mini-program together.
If you have questions, feel free to contact me at:
programs@grcameraclub.org .

www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com
mailto:images@grcameraclub.org
mailto:programs@grcameraclub.org
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I have been working hard to line up program speakers for 2016. 
Listed below is what is currently scheduled.  As always, schedules can change, so be sure to check your 
Lights & Shadows and the website to confirm the scheduled speakers each month.

A workshop has been scheduled for January (Conceptual Photography), and I am working on setting up other
possibilities and options. I will keep you posted. Ideas or suggestions are welcomed for either programs or
workshops. Contact me at programs@grcameraclub.org .
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MONTH SPEAKER PROGRAM

December* Jonathon Russell The Future of Photography Is In Its Past
January Rebecca Long Barn Preservation Project
February  Year-End Competition
March  Annual Mini-Program Extravaganza
April Phil Stagg The Waterfalls of Michigan

upcoming pRogRAms / WoRkshops

If you have any changes to
your email address or other
information, let Christine
know (to keep our
membership list up-to-date).

Email Christine at
treasurer@grcameraclub.org .

The following joined our club in November:

Eric Bouwens shoots with a Fuji and Nikon;
Michael and Lisabeth Margulus shoot with Canons; 
John and Julia Thomas shoot with Canons; and 
Gayle Tolsma shoots with a Nikon.

Please welcome Eric, Michael, Lisabeth, John, Julia 
and Gayle when
you see them. 

When chAnges occuR

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

Welcome neW memBeRs by Christine Mooney

 *See Presentation on page 4

Regular meetings are held
the third Wednesday

of the month except for
February, July and August.

 Time:  7:15 PM
 Location:  Boy Scouts of America
  3213 Walker Ave. NW
  Walker, MI

visiToRs ARe Welcome To
ATTenD ouR meeTings!

http://gvg.us
mailto:greg@gvg.us
mailto:programs@grcameraclub.org
mailto:treasurer@grcameraclub.org

