
The leaves have changed and a chill is clearly in the 

air. Fall is here. What a wonderful time to live in 

Michigan! Fall is my second favorite season,

although it passes much too quickly. I know that 

some of you shoot all of your images while on

vacation, primarily during the summer. But, the 

same scene will be entirely different in another 

season. Fall is nature’s last hurrah before settling in 

for a long winter. If you don’t typically shoot in fall, 

I encourage you to do so. The colors are beautiful. 

You will see things differently than they appear in 

the summer months. The crowds are generally much 

FALL IS A WONDERFUL TIME
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by Diane Durand, GRCC President 

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY DIANE DURAND
BABY IS A FAMILY TINTYPE FROM THE 1860S. 

smaller and it won’t be long before winter forces most of us indoors until spring.

Back in the days before photography, if you wanted a picture of someone, they had to sit for many 

hours to have their portrait drawn or painted. Portraits originated as a head and shoulders image 

because you had to pay the artist for their time. Most people could afford a head and shoulders 

image, but wealthier people who wanted to show off their success would add appendages to their 

portraits. It was very expensive to add limbs to the image. You would even be charged by how 

many fingers were included in your portrait. These practices led to the phrase “it will cost you an 
arm and a leg”.

The difference between the artist of old and the photographers of today is in framing. Artists must 

decide what to include in their images, while photographers need to decide what will be excluded 

from their images. Aren’t we fortunate as photographers that 

if we include arms and legs in portraits that it really doesn’t 

cost us any more financially? What it can cost us is in the 
quality of our images. This doesn’t just apply to portraits. 

Including extraneous or distracting objects in nature or 

landscape images can be costly as well. So, the next time 

you are out shooting, before you press the shutter button, ask 

yourself “is this going to cost me an 
arm and a leg?” Enjoy all that each of 
the seasons has to offer and continue 

to expand your photographic skills by 

challenging yourself

to do new things.



The

Even though the Grand Rapids Camera Club has been a member of PSA (Photographic Society of 
America) for many years, last year was the first year that we have entered in competition with other 
camera clubs across the country and abroad.  Called the Interclub Competitions, the clubs compete 
for place standings as a club, as well as individual awards.  Our club did very well in our first year. 
Overall, we earned 1st place in the Nature Category; 3rd place in Open; 4th place in photojournalism; 
and 5th place in creative.  Each of these categories has 3 or 4 competitions in a year. It goes to show 
you that our club has great photographers that can stand up to any across the country!

The following members earned awards in the 2014/2015 season:
 

NATURE: Cathy Keifer, Spider in the Grass, Award of Merit; Jerry Keifer, Spider at Rest, Award of 
Merit;  Kelly Walkotten, Fall Falls, HM;  Steve Port, Frozen, HM;  Linda Greer, Dandy’s Last One, 
HM;  Jan Lewis, Swallowtail Sex, HM; and Bill Empey, Barn Owl, HM.
 

OPEN: Cathy Keifer, Crab Spider on Bee Balm, Best of Show;  Jerry Keifer, Ant Caught, Award of 
Merit;  Steve Port, Bay in Maine, Award of Merit;  Randy Zwiers, Sentinel Beach HM;
Kathy Kendall, Glowing Petals, HM; and Randy Zwiers, 1915 City Hall, HM.
PHOTOJOURNALISM: Robyn Porteen, 3rd Place, Grandpa’s Hand; Joe Hempstead, Roadside
Surprise, 3rd place: Randy Zwiers, Ride Like the Wind, 3rd place; Jan Lewis, Street Chess
Checkmate, HM; Michael Koole, Fire on the Fourth, HM; Kevin Povenz, Making Memories, HM;  
and Jan Lewis, Madrid Street Performer, HM.
CREATIVE: Cathy Keifer, Frog Smile, Best of Show;  Randy Wegener, Abstract Cat, HM;
Evie Carrier, Garden Soup, HM;  Robyn Porteen, Up and Away, HM; and Linda Greer, The Better to 
See You With My Dear, HM.
 

Take a moment to check the PSA website where these images are proudly displayed!

 

Nature:  http://www.psa-photo.org/index.php?divisions-nature-interclub-competition;  
PJ:  http://www.psa-photo.org/index.php?divisions-photojournalism-interclub-competition;  
Open:  http://www.psa-photo.org/index.php?pid-interclub-competition;  
Creative:  http://www.psa-photo.org/index.php?pid-creative-interclub-competition;
 

The first entries in the 2015/2016 season have already been entered, but I need your images for future 
rounds. I don’t want to limit our entries only to those that have been entered in our club competitions. 

All members are eligible. Please send a few of your best images. A committee of our judges will then 

select the best to represent our club before each competition.  Images must be sized to 1024 H by
768 V pixels, Send to competition1@grcameraclub.org or photobug39@comcast.net.
 

I look forward to a new year and hope to see your name on next year’s winner list! 

PSA COMPETITIONS

2

COMPETITION CORNER by Jeanne Quillan, Competition Chair and Coordinator 

http://www.psa-photo.org/index.php?divisions-nature-interclub-competition
http://www.psa-photo.org/index.php?divisions-photojournalism-interclub-competition
http://www.psa-photo.org/index.php?pid-interclub-competition
http://www.psa-photo.org/index.php?pid-creative-interclub-competition
mailto:competition1@grcameraclub.org
mailto:photobug39@comcast.net


MEETING PRESENTATION:  TREASURED 
 BY STACY NIEDZWIEKI AND JEANNIE GREGORY

The duo of Stacy Niedzwiecki, a photographer, and
Jeannie Gregory, a writer, created “Treasured” for their 
joint 2014 ArtPrize entry. Their desire was to portray in 
photography and written word the form, beauty and

intricacies of hands, as well as show how important

they are to humanity. Essential to everyday life, hands 
caress, toil, greet, soothe, clap, dig, and clench, depending 

on one’s emotion. Hands are the first human element to 
welcome a newborn entering the world - and usually the 
last thing clasped when saying goodbye before joining the 

afterlife. It is the story of what hands cradle through life 

that intrigued both Stacy and Jeannie. Not only the form 
of the human hand – with all its flaws, lines, scrapes and 
scars – but its ability to cradle objects essential to the

person holding it. Each person has a “Treasured”
possession representing love, pain, survival, or has the 

ability to stir a multitude of emotions for the individual. 

The hands and items combined become unique, poignant 

moments for not only their owners, but those fortunate 

enough to view these images.

The
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Photo collage from the front of their 2014 ArtPrize postcard   (Photos are copyrighted, all rights reserved.)

See TREASURED BIOGRAPHIES on page 4

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

.

Please join us Nov. 18,
as Jeannie (left) and Stacy (right) 

share some of the images and

stories behind the photos

from their joint

2014 ArtPrize project.
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“You don’t make a photograph just with a camera. You bring to the act of photography all the pictures 
you have seen, the books you have read, the music you have heard, the people you have loved.” ― 

Ansel Adams

THIS MONTH’S GOOD PHOTOGRAPHY QUOTE 

TREASURED BIOGRAPHIES from page3

Stacy A. Niedzwiecki 
Nature’s beauty has found its way through Niedzwiecki’s camera lens, earning her 
awards in both local and international competitions. The Rockford, Michigan resident 
has been a participant of the 2009, 2010, 2012 and 2014 ArtPrize events. Her images 
have been featured in books, websites, offices and a variety of publications such as 
Michigan BLUE, Michigan History and Tasters Guild “Journal” magazines.  
Two of Stacy’s images hung on display at Governor Granholm’s Residence in Lansing 
in July 2008. In August 2009, she was awarded Second Place in the Pure Michigan 
Photo Competition, by Travel Michigan, the State of Michigan’s official tourism agency. 
Her most honored accomplishment is the installation of 63 of her nature images in 
the permanent art collection at the Lemmen-Holton Cancer Pavilion in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. The images are showcased in her first book, “Healing Images - A Selection 
from the Lemmen-Holton Cancer Pavilion” released in March 2010.
In addition to being a photographer, wife, and mother, Stacy offers innovative design 

solutions for a wide variety of clients. Her areas of expertise are reflected in a portfolio 
of logos, brochures, fliers, advertisements, newsletters and event promotion materials. 
In addition to traditional design projects, she also serves as webmaster for a number of 

organizations.
Website - http://StacyN.com 

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/stacynphoto 

Twitter - https://www.twitter.com/stacyn 

LinkedIn - http://www.linkedin.com/in/sniedzwiecki

Jeannie Gregory
Gregory has a decided love of the written word. She has extensive experience in copy 
writing and editing, due to more than 10 years of involvement in the newspaper indus-
try. She earned honors by the Michigan Press Association for her 2009 Sports Coverage 
of the Rockford High School Football team’s campaign for the state title. She now runs 
her own freelance business, Alwayswrite Media. Jeannie writes for popular Michigan 
magazines, and truly enjoys the ability to reach others through articles and features 
that highlight the beauty of Michigan landscapes, the strength of its businesses and the 

growth of the state’s economy.

Website: https://alwayswrite6.wordpress.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/authorjeanniegregory

http://StacyN.com
https://www.facebook.com/stacynphoto
https://www.twitter.com/stacyn
http://www.linkedin.com/in/sniedzwiecki
https://alwayswrite6.wordpress.com
https://www.facebook.com/authorjeanniegregory


by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs
CLUB SCAVENGER HUNT: 
NOVEMBER UPDATE

The
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Teams are forming now for our first Scavenger Hunt. There were sign-up sheets at the 
October meeting, and we will have them again in November and December.  If you are 
unable to attend the meetings and would like to participate, please shoot me an email 

(programs@grcameraclub.org) with your name and contact info (phone, email) and 
if you have teammates in mind. If you haven’t formed a team and are open to being 

grouped with other participants let me know that as well.

As a refresher, the idea is that GRCC members would form teams of 3-4 members per 
team who would like to work together on a photo project. The Program committee will 

publish a scavenger list of, say, 10 items.  They could be actual things like a barn or a 

ladder, but they could be more conceptual like shadows or reflections.  The idea would 
be to find and photograph these items, but not actually collect the item itself, as in a
traditional scavenger hunt.  Teams should be in place by our February 2016 meeting, 
and the scavenger list would be published shortly afterward. The teams would have at 

least several months to complete the scavenger list. This will allow the maximum

flexibility for the teams to find days when they can meet and shoot, or discuss how 
they are going to photograph the list, as well as choose which images they are going to 

submit. Teams can shoot individually or as a group, on a single day or multiple days - 
whatever works for their schedules. HOWEVER, the submitted scavenger hunt photos 
MUST BE TAKEN DURING THE CHALLENGE TIME PERIOD. In other words, you 

can’t pull an image from your archives that you took 3 years ago on your trip to Italy...
or whatever.  The teams would submit one image for each scavenger list item, choosing 

the ones they collectively deem the best.  So in the 10-item list scenario I described, each 
team would submit 10 images by the set deadline (probably sometime in May 2016).

At our June 2016 meeting we will show the results for all the team submissions as our 
program.  The members attending would vote on which team they thought most

creatively completed the scavenger hunt. Let me know if you have any ideas or
suggestions for this project at: programs@grcameraclub.org

mailto:programs@grcameraclub.org
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by Jeanne Quillan

This digital entry from the previous month’s competition was chosen the

Image of the Month. This image appealed to Evie Carrier (and may not necessarily be the
image that scored the highest). Next month’s image will be chosen by a different member.

WHY I LIKED IT:
As I was viewing the images at the October meeting, I was 

imagining which one I would love to hang in my living room. 

Kathy Kendall’s image, “Watching Gulls” was my favorite 
of the evening.  The shot was technically flawless, properly 
exposed, in focus and had a very pleasing quality.  I loved the 

patterns of the gulls on the posts and the impact of the strong 

whites gave the image a fresh clean beautiful feeling. Ansel 

Adams once said, “A true photograph need not be explained, 
nor can it be contained in words”. So, Kathy, in my view, you 
nailed it. Thank you for your timeless image.

       - Evie

ABOUT THE IMAGE:
I took this image while 

photographing the tall ships 

in Muskegon. It’s a great 

reminder that just because 

you think you’re going out 

to get one image, if you are 

open minded you might get 

something else.  I liked the 

strong lines leading in the 

water.      

       - Kathy

Chosen by Evie Carrier“Watching Gulls”  by Kathy Kendall

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August.  If you have GRCC news,
information or photos for the November Lights & Shadows, please get these submitted
on or before Thursday, November 26, 2015. You can send them to:
LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

MARK YOUR CALENDARS by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

GRCC IMAGE OF THE MONTH

26
NOV.

mailto:LSNewsEditor%40grcameraclub.org?subject=
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The 2015 and 2016 Assigned Subjects and definitions are available on our website on the Competition
Corner page. A business-card-size list, without definitions, is also available at our meetings.

December .....Starts with “Z”November ............... Latches, Handles and Hinges

September ....Solitude

October .........Song Titles

November .....This Old House
December .....Junkyard

January .....Boats and Ships

March .......Vintage
April .........Color Blue
May ..........Intentionally Blurred

 June ........Texture

A BIG THANK YOU FOR THE OCTOBER TREATS!

GO AHEAD... MAKE MY DAY!

2016

2015

SUMMER BREAK

It’s easy and it doesn’t take a lot of effort!

 If you have news that is photographically related about yourself

or another member, send it my way.

Just click on the email link at the end of this paragraph and
include “Member News” in the subject line.

So sent me an email and make my day... and include a photo

with your news (that will really make me happy)! 
LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

GRCC ASSIGNED SUBJECTS FOR 2015-2016

A big thank you for bringing in treats

for our October meeting:
Kathy Kendall
Becky Humes

Jan Lewis

Caroline Shearer,
GRCC Treat Coordinator

Greg Ferguson,
Lights & Shadows Editor

The sheet will be on the table at the next

meeting. Please add your name to one of the 

upcoming meetings if you can. Thank you!

Treat Sign-Up Sheet

Send
Me

Your
News,

Thanks!

You can pay membership dues at a meeting or send your check made payable to GRCC 
to Christine Mooney, 4280 Brooklawn Lane SE, Kentwood  MI  49512.

 $25 for individual    $35 for 2 people living at the same address

We also have PayPal available on the Grand Rapids Camera Club website for an
additional $1 processing fee. Just click on “Join” to find the PayPal link.

2016 MEMBERSHIP DUES by Christine Mooney, GRCC Treasurer

mailto:LSNewsEditor%40grcameraclub.org?subject=
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When I look at photographs that I have taken of 

animals, often the animal’s eyes are underexposed 

and lifeless. Here is what I do to make them stand 
out more and look alive.

Enlarge the working area so you can see the eyes 
very clearly.

Once you’ve painted over the eye, adjust the Exposure upwards until you have a highly unrealistic 
and over fixed solution.

Click once on the eye and then paint over the area 
that you want to affect. If you can’t see your paint 

and want to see it, press the O on your key board to 

enabled and disable the ruby overlay.

Click the Adjustment Brush in the top of the Develop 
module panel and size the brush so that it is the right 
size to work on the animal’s eye.

FIXING ANIMAL EYES IN LIGHTROOM

TIPS FROM KELLY... by GRCC Member Kelly Walkotten

Continued on page 9 (See FIX EYES)

© Kelly Walkotten 2015
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Kelly combines her passions of photography and writing to bring the wonders of nature to others.  Through her 
travels, she captures images for publication.  Then, through research, writing, and presentation, she brings nature 

to an audience and teaches them about the habitat and behavior of unique creatures from around the world. 

She is an avid scuba diver, whose images, articles, and blogs have brought the undersea world to readers of the 

PSA Journal and Fem Worldview.com . These publications have featured articles by Kelly that include photos 
from diving the Caribbean, the Pacific, and Indo-Pacific. Her favorite destination is Indonesia, where she has spent 
fourteen weeks above and below the sea.  She has been published in many other print and web publications. 

Through her extensive use and familiarity with photo editing software, she has developed lessons and enjoys 

teaching Adobe Suite products of Photoshop, Elements and Lightroom.  
Kelly lives in the greater Grand Rapids area and her images have been exhibited in many venues around West 
Michigan including ArtPrize and Festival of the Arts. Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com 

© Kelly Walkotten 2015

Adjust the Saturation and Sharpness if required. If the 

effect is too strong around the edges of the eye, click 

Erase, set the Feather to a high value and paint around 
the edges of the selection to erase the effect.

Adjust the Contrast so that you build some contrast back into that area of the eye - this actually darkens 
some of the areas you have just lightened.

FIX EYES (Continued from page 8)

BEFORE and AFTER

www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com


Timed exposure
Steve Port’s

A Bit of Photographic History

In September, I touched on differences of opinion within the

Art World that may go back to the first cave drawings and the 
prehistoric critics that evolved shortly thereafter.  I suggested that 

our club is in no way immune to debate (called the “Conversation” 
within Art Prize).  

The

10

CRITICISM CAN TAKE THE WIND OUT OF YOUR 
SAILS OR DEFLATE YOUR BALLOON...

Q WHAT IS THE LARGEST
PHOTOGRAPHIC PRINT
EVER MADE?

72 FT. 3 IN. WIDE X 25 FT. 2 IN. HIGH

111 FT. 0 IN. WIDE X 32 FT. 0 IN. HIGH

162 FT. 6 IN. WIDE X 48 FT. 0 IN. HIGH

244 FT. 1 IN. WIDE X 36 FT. 7 IN. HIGH

I had the pleasure of a short discussion with Jan Lewis regarding Steven and 
Anne Loveless’s (her brother and sister-in-law) recent Grand Prize award in the 
public voting sector of Art Prize 2015.  Apparently, they have gotten an earful 
(even letters) from people sharing unsolicited comments on this year’s Art Prize
outcome.  So, how does this relate to our humble camera club and what we share 

with the great world of art in general?

I write this while still smarting from disappointing scores in our most recent club 

competition (not my first letdown).  I realize again what we share with the rest of 
the art world.  We create our images usually with the intention of sharing them 

with others.  Club competition is one way of accomplishing that, but we don’t 
always come away with the adulation of the crowd.  Not in the GRCC, not in
Art Prize, or, for that matter, in any artistic endeavor.  Criticism can take the 
wind from your sails and deflate your balloon, and even block your motivation to 
keep growing and creating.  Don’t let it!

Choose growth instead...keep learning and improving your photographic skills 

(that is one of the many reasons I am a GRCC member).  We can learn from the 
past, and from each other, in order to improve ourselves and the future of the 

club.

Happy shooting!

Take a
Guess!

Find the correct answer here:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Great_Picture

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Great_Picture
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I have been working hard over the summer break to line up program speakers for the coming year. 

Listed below is what is currently scheduled.  As always, schedules can change, so be sure to check your 
Lights & Shadows and the website to confirm the scheduled speakers each month.

Workshop has been scheduled for January (Conceptual Photography), and I am working on setting up other possi-
bilities and options. I will keep you posted. Ideas or suggestions are welcomed for either programs or workshops.

Contact me at programs@grcameraclub.org
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MONTH SPEAKER PROGRAM
November  Stacy Niedzwiecki & Jeannie Gregory Treasured*
December Jonathon Russell The Future of Photography Is In Its Past
January Rebecca Long Barn Preservation Project
February  Year-End Competition
March  Annual Mini-Program Extravaganza
April Phil Stagg The Waterfalls of Michigan

UPCOMING PROGRAMS / WORKSHOPS

If you have any changes to

your email address or other

information, let Christine
know (to keep our
membership list up-to-date).

Email Christine at:
treasurer@grcameraclub.org

We have four new members who joined our club in 

October. They are Mike Bergeon who shoots with 

a Canon,  Jerry DeRuiter who shoots with a Nikon 
and Allan Rowe who shoots with a Sony.   James 
Zeman, who joined online, shoots with a Nikon and 
Rollieflex. Please welcome Mike, Jerry, Allan and 
James when you see them.

WHEN CHANGES OCCUR

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS by Christine Mooney

 * See Presentation on page 3

Regular meetings are held
the third Wednesday

of the month except for

February, July and August.

 Time:  7:15 PM
 Location:  Boy Scouts of America
  3213 Walker Ave. NW
  Walker, MI

VISITORS ARE WELCOME TO
ATTEND OUR MEETINGS!

http://gvg.us
mailto:greg@gvg.us
mailto:programs@grcameraclub.org
mailto:treasurer@grcameraclub.org

