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Get Inspired by ArtPrize

www.GRCameraClub.org

by Diane Durand, GRCC President

Fall is one of my favorite times of the year. The weather is cooling, the sun less harsh and
snow is just around the corner. It is time for football, pumpkins, apple cider and, of course,
changing colors. There never seems to be enough time in fall to do all the things I love to do.
I encourage all of you to get out and enjoy the season with all of its wonders and get inspired.
Each of us sees the world through the experiences we’ve had and
the knowledge we possess. Our club’s monthly competition
allows us a view into each other’s photographic ideology. We
see images that are different from anything we have produced.
Hopefully, these images will inspire us. Hopefully, we will
extend ourselves, step outside our comfort zone and stretch our
imagination to see the world in a different way. Who was not
inspired by the September speaker, Eric Klien, and his light
painting methods? Eric’s images take so much work, but the
results are beautiful.
Here in Grand Rapids we have a unique event we can use for
inspiration - ArtPrize. While the Grand Rapids Camera Club is
in its 117th year, ArtPrize is only in its seventh. But, ArtPrize has
brought hundreds of thousands of people to our beautiful city to
view art. ArtPrize offers us the opportunity to view others’ works
of art in many different media - metal, sculpture, paint, clay,
performance art and even photography. By seeing all of these
different forms of art, we may become inspired to create our own
new art. It also offers us the opportunity to see different part of
Grand Rapids and talk to people from around the world about
their experience with art and our fair city.
I encourage all of you to get out and enjoy ArtPrize. Go to the
venues and see what other artists are doing. Use their
vision to create your own. See what they see and be
inspired by their talent, their vision. Talk to the artist,
the venue hosts and the other viewers to help
understand your own opinions
about ArtPrize and art in general.
Photos taken from by Diane Durand
from past ArtPrizes
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The

Competition Corner

by Jeanne Quillan, Competition Chair and Coordinator

Choosing the Right Image Category is Important
The category you choose to enter your images in, can and will make a big difference in your score.
The GRCC now has 8 different categories with the recent addition of Scapes. Each category has
different criteria for you and the judges to consider (for good reason).
Here is a listing and overview of the categories:

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

ASSIGNED: Your best shot of the month’s assigned subject. Creativity in shooting
your images and showing the assigned subject strongly figures into the score you
receive.
CREATIVE: The images will be judged on creativeness, either with an image put
together in the computer, or one where the creativeness comes in the way you
photographed the image. A photograph of a creative object that does not show any
creativeness on the behalf of the photographer would not score well here.
PHOTOJOURNALISM: These images will be judged on the story they tell. Look
for the story! They can be Informative content, documentaries, sports action, spot
news, and human interest, showing emotional, interactive or unusual situations. A
series must show the story from beginning to end, but one strong image with a story
can stand alone by itself.
MONOCHROME: Black and white or varying tones of one color. Images are
judged on the quality of the image and the tonality and contrast of the image.
NATURE: True nature photographs do not show the hand of man. They are judged
on the image quality.
OPEN: Anything can be entered here. Judged on the image quality.
PORTRAITS: Portraits of humans, either a studio portrait or an environmental one.
They are judged on their skin tone, lighting, pose, etc.
SCAPES: A wide expanded view of a scene. These can be Seascapes, Cityscapes,
Landscapes, etc. Judged on the overall quality of the image.

WANT TO KNOW MORE?
Come to the “Images and Competition” Workshop on October 28 (see page 4).
Learn how to size and enter your images, what are technical flaws, and
how to choose the correct category. Many images from previous competitions
will be discussed, showing you why they received a good score,
or why they didn’t.
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The

OCT

21
Weds.

Meeting Presentation: Cathy Keifer
Small Animal Photography in the Studio
by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

Cathy Keifer

Waxy Tree
Frog Climbing

If you have attended the Camera Club’s monthly competition at all this past year you
have seen some of Cathy Keifer’s amazing insect photographs. Her competition scores
are consistently high, and for good reason - her images are beautiful both from a technical and compositional standpoint. Our October meeting is your opportunity to learn
how she does it! Cathy will present her method of photographing insects and other
small animals in the studio. This method lets her capture attention-grabbing photos of
animals in action – photos that are very difficult to get in the wild. You will see how
she simulates various habitats and wrangles animals for endless shooting opportunities.
Cathy will also discuss the camera settings and equipment needed to create clean, sharp
photos. Cathy will bring some of her animals and homemade props to have on display.
The props help her catch animals behaving naturally without barriers between the
animal and the lens. She will also display some of her prints and digital images and will
show a short movie of some fascinating creatures.
Cathy’s home is in Lansing, Michigan. She began macro photography eleven years ago.
With the help of camera clubs, she has competed successfully both locally and internationally for ten years. Her photos are sold around the world on Internet Stock sites,
such as Shutterstock and iStock, and can be found on greeting cards, scientific journals,
brochures, magazines, websites, and television. While shopping at Meijer, she saw one
of her pet chameleons staring back at her from a birthday card!
Cathy’s equipment includes a Canon 5D, a 100mm
macro lens, a 65mm macro lens,
and Einstein flash units.

Spider Wrapping Hopper
Wolf Spider With Fly
Hickory Horned Devil Eating
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The

OCT

28
Weds.

Workshop:
Images and Competition

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

Workshop will be presented by Jim Shearer and Jeanne Quillan on October 28, 2015
at 7:00 p.m. at the Boy Scout Center.
If you have questions about the hows and whys of competition, this is the program you
will want to attend!
Jim Shearer, Jr.

Jim will begin the workshop demonstrating how to resize and upload your images for
competition using various software applications. He will answer any question you
might have on our Digital Entry Guidelines.
Jeanne will then discuss how to choose your images for competition, what makes a
good image (or a bad one) and more importantly, what the judges are looking for.

Jean Quillan

We will be discussing our scoring criteria and what type of images should be entered
in the various categories. Hopefully we will be able to demystify the age-old question
(heard round the room on competition night) “Why didn’t my entry receive a better
score?”

Membership Dues

by Christine Mooney

You can pay membership dues at a meeting or send your check made payable to GRCC
to Christine Mooney, 4280 Brooklawn Lane SE, Kentwood MI 49512.
$25 for individual
$35 for 2 people living at the same address
Christine Mooney

We also have PayPal available on the Grand Rapids Camera Club website for an
additional $1 processing fee. Just click on “Join” to find the PayPal link.

This Month’s Good Photography Quote

Submitted by Jeanne Quillan

“A camera club competition should be a lecture on photography, using the images as notes.”
…..anonymous

I was just minding my own
business at Lowes’ when this goofy-looking guy took my
picture with his iPhone !
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The

Club Scavenger Hunt:
Looks Like a “GO” !!!

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

At our September 2015 meeting a show of hands indicated enough interest in a the
Photo Scavenger Hunt I mentioned in last month’s Lights and Shadows. So start thinking about
forming your teams. I will try to have a team sign up sheet at the October meeting so look for that.
Here is a recap of what we will be doing.
GRCC members will form teams of 3-4 members per team who would like to work together on a
photo project. Hopefully, we could get enough people to form at least 4 or 5 teams. I would also
encourage you to include someone on your team that you may not know, as well as your best photo
buddy. The Program committee will publish a scavenger list of, say, 10 items. They could be
actual things like a barn or a ladder, or more conceptual (like shadows or reflections). This would
be basically like our monthly Assigned subject. The idea would be to find and photograph these
items, but not actually collect the item itself, as in a traditional scavenger hunt.
I would like to have teams formed by our January or February 2016 meeting, and the scavenger
list would be published shortly afterward. The teams would have at least several months to complete the scavenger list. This would allow the maximum flexibility for the teams to find days when
then can meet and shoot, or discuss how they are going to photograph the list, as well as choose
which images they are going to submit. Meetings can be over coffee, or by email. Teams can shoot
individually or as a group, on a single day or multiple days. Whatever works for their schedules.
HOWEVER, the submitted scavenger hunt photos MUST BE TAKEN during the challenge time
period. In other words, you can’t pull an image from your archives that you took 3 years ago on
your trip to Italy...or whatever. The teams would submit one image for each scavenger list item,
choosing the ones they collectively deem the best. So in the 10-item-list scenario I described, each
team would submit 10 images by the set deadline (probably sometime in May).
At our June 2016 meeting, we would show the results for all the team submissions as our program.
The members attending would vote on which team they thought most creatively completed the
scavenger hunt. I am hoping we can work out some prizes that could go to the winning team members as an added incentive to get people involved.
Let me know if you have any ideas or suggestions for this project at:
programs@grcameraclub.org
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The

GRCC Image of the Month

by Jeanne Quillan

This digital entry from the previous month’s competition was chosen the
Image of the Month. This image appealed to Diane Durand (and may not necessarily be the
image that scored the highest). Next month’s image will be chosen by a different member.

“The Shoe” by Diane Charvat
ABOUT MY IMAGE:
I always ended up being the shoe
when I used to play Monopoly.
I wanted to do something a little
different for the assigned shoe
subject, so thought this might work.
I took three images, focusing on
different areas of the shoe and
merged them together in Elements.
I liked the look of the image in
monochrome.
- Diane Charvat
OCT

27

Mark Your Calendars

Chosen by Diane Durand

WHY I LIKED IT:
I chose “The Shoe” by Diane Charvat as the image of the
month because I thought it was a very creative image for
the assigned subject. The purpose of the assigned subjects
is to challenge us to create something memorable to fit the
category. Diane’s image took me back to my childhood when
my family would sit around the dining room table and play
Monopoly. She took parts of the iconic game and created a
memorable image. I think her decision to not use color in the
image made it more powerful and emphasized the simplicity
of the idea.
- Diane Durand

by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August. If you have GRCC news,
information or photos for the November Lights & Shadows, please get these submitted
on or before Tuesday, October 27, 2015. You can send them to:
LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org
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The

GRCC Assigned Subjects for 2015-2016
2015

October..........Churches of
		
Any Kind

2016

January......Boats and Ships
March........Vintage
April..........Color Blue
May...........Intentionally Blurred

November......Latches, Handles
		
and Hinges

December......Starts with “Z”
September.....Solitude
October..........Song Titles
November......This Old House
December......Junkyard

June.........Texture
SUMMER BREAK

The 2015 and 2016 Assigned Subjects and definitions are available on our website on the Competition
Corner page. A business-card-size list, without definitions, is also available at our meetings.

Thank You for the Treats!

New Digital Email Address
Please use images@grcameraclub.org
for sending your competition images and
other emails to me. Remember, our old
email address of digital@grcameraclub.org
is no longer being used; any emails sent to
that address will not be received.

A big thank you for bringing in treats
for our September meeting:
Jan Lewis
Karen Mueller
Larry Steiner
Caroline Shearer, GRCC Treat Coordinator

I will always acknowledge the receipt of
your images.
If you do not hear from me, assume something is wrong and contact me about it
(contact info can be found on our website).

Treat Sign-Up Sheet
The sheet will be on the table at the next
meeting. Please add your name to one of the
upcoming meetings if you can. Thank you!

Your Input Makes a Difference

Jim Shearer Jr., GRCC Digital Coordinator
by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editior

Member News

Photography News

L&S Feedback

Let’s make the most of our
newsletter... If you have news
that is photographically related
about yourself or another
member, send it my way.
Just click on the email link
below and include “Member
News” in the subject line.

Photography popularity is increasing
because of advances in technology and
the internet. When you discover something (you’ve bought or seen on the
internet) that you think our members
might like, send me the info or link.
Use the email link below and include
“Photograpy News” in the subject line.

Let me know what you think about
our newsletter. We have articles
submitted by many GRCC members, and feedback and comments
are welcomed and appreciated.
Use the email link below and
include “L&S Feedback”
in the subject line.

LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org
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The

Tips From Kelly...

by GRCC Member Kelly Walkotten

Kelly combines her passions of
photography and writing to bring the
wonders of nature to others. Through
her travels, she captures images for
publication. Then, through research,
writing, and presentation, she brings nature to an
audience and teaches them about the habitat and
behavior of unique creatures from around the world.

Perfect Composition Using the
Crop Tool In Photoshop
The crop tool in Photoshop allows you to compose
your photos in a more intuitive, effective and
reversible way.

She is an avid scuba diver, whose images, articles,
and blogs have brought the undersea world to readers
of the PSA Journal and Fem Worldview.com . These
publications have featured articles by Kelly that
include photos from diving the Caribbean, the Pacific,
and Indo-Pacific. Her favorite destination is Indonesia,
where she has spent fourteen weeks above and below
the sea. She has been published in many other print
and web publications.

© Kelly Walkotten 2015

You can choose one of a number of compositional
overlays using the drop-down View menu in the
Options Bar, such as Rule of Thirds or the Golden
Ratio.

New Special Interest Group

Through her extensive use and familiarity with photo
editing software, she has developed lessons and
enjoys teaching Adobe Suite products of Photoshop,
Elements and Lightroom.
Kelly lives in the greater Grand Rapids area and her
images have been exhibited in many venues around
West Michigan including ArtPrize and Festival of the
Arts. Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com

by GRCC Member Mike Mitchell, Cell 616-550-9856

I am planning an new group for people who would like to use their smart phone
cameras to produce high-quality images. The phone cameras now have better resolution and color fidelity; and since most of us always have one with us, we should use
them to their full potential.
The group will meet Saturday mornings once or twice a month, and we will have
breakfast or coffee while we discuss various photography apps, techniques, subject
possibilities and share some images. After that, we will go out and do some shooting.
I would like to start the group the first of November.
If you are interested, email me (Mike Mitchell) at votrepear@gmail.com and I
will get you on my list. I will send out an email in the mid to later part of October with
the meeting details.
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The

September Workshop Was Fun

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

The 15 photographers who attended
the September 19 Field trip to Boulder
Ridge Wild Animal Park had a great
time. We delayed our start time by one
hour because of the rain storms that
had moved through the area the night
before. But the weather finally
cooperated...and it was cool and cloudy
breaking into almost too much sun
(from a photography standpoint)
in the afternoon.
It was an enjoyable day spent with
people who share our passion for
photography and capturing images. The
tram ride was interesting, though some
fences made it difficult at times to get
good clean images. But it didn’t stop us
from trying!
During our Animal Encounter we saw a
White Umbrella Cockatoo, an
Argentine Black and White Tegu
(lizard), and a baby Red Kangaroo.
Perhaps you will see some of the
images captured in future competitions!
If you have a suggestion for a similar
place or event for a future Field Trip,
please let me know at:
programs@grcameraclub.org
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Upcoming Programs / Workshops

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

I have been working hard over the summer break to line up program speakers for the coming year.
Listed below is what is currently scheduled. As always, schedules can change, so be sure to check your
Lights & Shadows and the website to confirm the scheduled speakers each month.
MONTH
SPEAKER
October*
Cathy Keifer
November
Stacy Niedzwiecki & Jeannie Gregory
December
Jonathon Russell
January
Rebecca Long
February		
March		
April
Phil Stagg

PROGRAM
Small Animal Photography in the Studio
Treasured
The Future of Photography Is In Its Past
Barn Preservation Project
Year-End Competition
Annual Mini-Program Extravaganza
The Waterfalls of Michigan

Workshops have been scheduled for October (Images and Competition) and January (Conceptual Photography),
and I am working on setting up other possibilities and options. I will keep you posted. Ideas or suggestions are
welcomed for either programs or workshops.
* See Presentation on page 3
Contact me at programs@grcameraclub.org
** See Workshop on page 4

Welcome New Members

If you have any changes to your
email address or other information,
let Christine Mooney know
(to keep our membership
list up-to-date).
Email Christine at:
treasurer@grcameraclub.org

We have two new members who joined our
club at the September meeting. They are
Asif Khaled who shoots with a Nikon, and
John Price who also shoots with a Nikon.
Please welcome Asif and John when you
see them.

Time:
Location:
		
		

7:15 PM
Boy Scouts of America
3213 Walker Ave. NW
Walker, MI

WALKER AVE

Visitors are Welcome to
Attend our Meetings!
Regular meetings are held
the third Wednesday
of the month except for
February, July and August.

by Christine Mooney

LAKE MICHIGAN DR

COVELL

When Changes Occur

Graphic Design Services provided by Greg Ferguson at GV Graphics • Helping Your Business Look Good • Web: gvg.us • Email: greg@gvg.us
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