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Welcome Back Members!!!

www.GRCameraClub.org

by Diane Durand, GRCC President

Welcome back from our break!! I hope all of you had an enjoyable summer. In the summer,
especially, there never seems to be enough time to see all there is to see and do all we’d like to
do. I hope everyone had many opportunities to get out and enjoy our beautiful state. But, now that
summer has officially come to a close, I hope your camera case does not. We have more classes,
field trips, workshops, exhibits and competitions planned. I hope even more of you will participate
in these events.
First, I would like to welcome our newly elected board
members – Jan Lewis, our new Vice President of Programs,
Summertime Photos
and Mike Wendling, new Board Member at large. Thank you
for stepping up to help move the club forward. Most of the
members do not see all of the hard work that the board of
directors and other volunteers do behind the scenes. Ideally,
we do the planning, discussing and organizing and the general membership only sees the great results. Jan has already
been doing a lot of planning for the upcoming year, but she
would like help with and suggestions for workshops. If you
have any ideas or suggestion, please contact Jan with them.
Fun with the Mascots
by Diane Durand

Melon Mania
by Jeanne Quillan

Cool Concert
by Diane Durand

I am honored to continue leading the club into another
season. However, I cannot do it alone. I will also need input
and assistance from all of you. It is only with your help,
ideas and suggestions that we can make this club what each
of you would like it to be. Some of you joined the club for
the competition, some for the camaraderie, and some for the
sheer enjoyment of the images created and showcased each
month. The diversity of our club is what makes it strong.
It is also what draws in new members. Recognizing these
differences can help each of us grow in our photography. I
have certainly learned a lot by doing so. Seeing other club
members’ thoughts and ideas expressed through their images
makes me think more about my images. It has made me realize that in photography it is not so much the destination, but
the journey itself that teaches us. Whatever your personal
reason for joining, I want you to enjoy the Grand Rapids
Camera Club. The only way we can maintain and increase
our membership is to work together to make the club a place
where each of us is excited and
interested in participating.
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The

Competition Corner

by Jeanne Quillan, Competition Chair and Coordinator

“Scapes” Category is New

Beginning with the September Competition, we will be competing in a new category we call
“Scapes”. In the past, landscapes have not scored well when they were entered in the nature
category. Their competition - close-up images of birds, flowers, mammals and the like - were
considered too much competition for the “lowly” landscape! The new category will include
landscapes, cityscapes, farmscapes, seascapes etc. ….. you get the idea, as long as it is a wide view
of a scene and not a single element. Being a lover of landscapes, I think this is a great addition,
and soon landscapes will be receiving the recognition they have always deserved!
The official definition is as follows:
SCAPES: A landscape is defined as a wide or extensive view of a scene or scenery. It refers to all the
visible features of an area of land, often considered in terms of aesthetic appeal. Many landscapes
show little or no human activity, instead featuring subjects such as strongly defined landforms,
weather, and ambient light. As with most forms of art, the definition is broad, and may include urban
settings (cityscapes), seascapes or waterscapes. It is about the overall view, a place, not an object,
person or animal, although they can be present in the image. It becomes something else when the
dominant part of the image is the object rather than the scenery.
Our Membership Manual has been updated to include the new information and can be found on our
website at: http://grcameraclub.org/assets/pdf/documents/GRCC-Membership-Manual-August-2015.pdf

New Print Labels
In addition, we have created new labels to be used when entering
your prints, which also can be found on the website at:
http://grcameraclub.org/assets/pdf/forms/GRCCPrintLabels6up.pdf
Please discard any old labels you may have on hand (even if you
are not entering in the new category) and use the new labels
exclusively. You can print them directly from the website.
I will have copies available for you at the September meeting
for those who need them.

This Month’s Good Photography Quote

Submitted by Jeanne Quillan

For those of you who think you are deleting too many images when you come home from a shoot,
consider this...

“Twelve significant photographs in any one year is a good crop” – Ansel Adams
Even one of the masters in photography, Ansel Adams, didn’t expect to get more than 12 great
photographs each year. How can anyone expect more? Take a look at your last year in photos –
do you really see 12 photos that stand out from the rest?
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Weds.

Meeting Presentation:
A Journey Through Light

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

Eric Klien will be our September guest speaker with a program on his Painting with Light
technique. Traditional light painting uses handheld lights to selectively illuminate or color parts
of the subject or scene with the camera set at a slow shutter speed. Light painting can take on the
characteristics of a traditional painter. Eric’s process takes it a step further as he exposes a scene,
possibly hundreds of times, over the course of a few hours, in the dark, lighting each one differently from the next. The individual shots are later combined to produce something unique and often
totally unexpected. Eric has had the good fortune of being able to photograph some unique subjects
using this technique. His presentation will include examples of his work and a discussion of the
process involved. He will have his equipment with him to help illustrate his process.
Join us to see and learn about Eric’s unique photography!
Check out his website at: http://klienstein1.wix.com/ericklienstudios

Eric Klien

Eric has lived in Kalamazoo, MI most of his life. His father was an
avid photographer so he was “exposed” to the art form at an early age.
He has always had a great interest in the arts and has been painting for
about 12 years. Photography has been a hobby for much longer. Not
surprisingly, his photographic interests have leaned toward HDR and
now Painting with Light. Eric has had entries in ArtPrize the last three
years, showing some of his paintings all three times. For ArtPrize
2015, his entry will be some of his Painting with Light photographs.
Check out his ArtPrize page at:
https://www.artprize.org/eric-klien
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Saturday

Workshop: Field Trip to
Boulder Ridge Wildlife Park

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

Come experience and photograph the Wild! The first GRCC workshop for the coming year will be a field
trip to Boulder Ridge Wild Animal Park at 8313 Pratt Lake Ave SE, Alto, MI 49302 on Saturday, Sept. 19,
2015, beginning at 10 a.m. (get there at 9:45, tram leaves at 10:00). Boulder Ridge boasts a distinct
collection of exotic animals and reptiles.
We will start the morning with a tram ride through the park. The park has legal restrictions about allowing
passengers to get out of the tram to photograph. However, they have agreed to give us a special tour
starting at 10 a.m., where they will stop the tram so that we can photograph out of the tram windows.
They do not normally stop the trams and they have agreed to do this for us, but we MUST be there to start
the tram ride at 10 a.m. as soon as the park opens. I have also arranged for our group to have an “Animal
Encounter” which entails a more up-close and hands-on experience with 3 animals of their choice. After that
we are free to wander the park at our leisure. The park closes at 6 p.m. If you would like to read more about
the park you can find them online at: www.boulderridgewap.com or on Facebook.
There is a small charge for admission to the park ($10 per
person, seniors $8) which each attendee will be responsible
for. In order that each person has a tram window seat to
shoot out of, there is a group limit of 20 or less. The Animal
Encounter requires an additional $50 fee which we will split
among those attending. (If we have 20 that would be $2.50
per person - If we had only 10, then it would be $5.00 each.)

Sign up as soon as possible
You must reserve your spot; the sign-up will be on a
first-come, first-serve basis. If you are interested in taking
advantage of this opportunity to go shooting with your camera
club friends, please reserve your spot by emailing me at
programs@grcameraclub.org. I will need your name and
contact information (email address and phone number). Please
do not bring your children or grandchildren along for the
photo shoot. Though the park is an ideal place to take
children, this field trip is intended to be a photography
experience for adults.

Carpooling and Questions
Once we know who is attending, we can make arrangements to
meet somewhere for those who would like to carpool.
If you have questions, please feel free to contact me at
programs@grcameraclub.org or 616-248-0659.
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Club Scavenger Hunt:
Would you join the fun?

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

I would like to try a new interactive programming idea this year and I want to give you a little
heads up on what I am thinking. I welcome your input and feedback. Did you ever participate in a
Scavenger Hunt as a kid? Well, I would like to try a Club Photo Scavenger Hunt. The intent is try
and encourage a little interaction amongst members, instill and share some creativity, while at the
same time capturing and sharing some compelling images.
GRCC members would form teams of 3-4 members per team who would like to work together on
a photo project. Hopefully we could get enough people to form at least 4 or 5 teams. I would also
encourage you to include someone on your team that you may not know, as well as your best photo
buddy. The Program committee would publish a scavenger list of, say, 10 items. They could be
actual things like a barn or a ladder, but they could be more conceptual like shadows or reflections.
This would be similar to our monthly Assigned subject. The idea would be to find and photograph
these items, but not actually collect the items themselves, as in a traditional scavenger hunt.
We would like teams formed by our January or February 2016 meeting, and the scavenger list
would be published shortly afterward. The teams would have several months to complete the
scavenger list. This would allow the maximum flexibility for the teams to find days to meet and
shoot, or discuss how they are going to photograph items on the list, as well as choose which
images they are going to submit. Meetings can be over coffee, or by email. Teams can shoot
individually or as a group, on a single day or multiple days. Whatever works for their schedules.
HOWEVER, the submitted scavenger hunt photos MUST BE TAKEN during the challenge time
period. Don’t pull an image from your archives that you took 3 years ago on your trip to Italy...or
whatever. The teams would submit one image for each scavenger list item, choosing the ones they
collectively deem the best. So in the 10-item list scenario I described, each team would submit 10
images.
At our June 2016 meeting we would show the results for the team submissions as our program.
The members attending would vote on which team they thought completed the scavenger hunt with
the most creativity. I am hoping we can work out some prizes that could go to the winning team
members as an added incentive to get people involved.
So I am asking you as a GRCC member if this is something you think you would be interested in
participating in? Would you form or join a team? Depending on your feedback we will move
forward, or I will be going to “Plan B!” Let me know at: programs@grcameraclub.org
SEP
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Mark Your Calendars

by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August. If you have GRCC news,
information or photos for the October Lights & Shadows, please get these submitted on or
before Friday, September 25, 2015. You can send them to: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org
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Steve Port’s

Timed Exposure
A Bit of Photographic History

All of Art attracts debate just like flies are drawn to sugar. Our GRCC is about
the “Art of Photography” and consequently endures much debate about which
images are superior. The club then fuels the fire by creating a competition of
sorts in the judging of our work. Competition stirs up the adrenalin which
inspires us to learn more and do better with our clever devices. It is all good,
but it is far from new.
At the turn of the 20th century, there existed a group of East Coast photographers, including Alfred Stieglitz, who vigorously promoted the “pictorialist”
school in an attempt to establish photography as an accepted subset in the world
of Art. They used capture and darkroom techniques designed to give photographs the look and feel of the paintings of the day. If their work looked like a
painting, then who could challenge their acceptance in the world of Art?
Meanwhile, on the West Coast, Group f/64, led by Ansel Adams was busy
promoting their “unique” take on photography. Group f/64 claimed their technique was “pure” photography in that it possessed no qualities of technique,
composition or ideas derivative of any other art form. While certainly different
from pictorialism, Group f/64 also practiced artful composition, balance, filters,
and darkroom techniques to advance their approach. Perhaps they both had
more in common than anyone would admit, but the debate continued unabated.
Long ago, unable to sort out this quarrel, many camera clubs addressed the
differing approaches of their membership by creating separate categories of
exhibition (nature, open, portraiture, monochrome, photojournalism, creative,
and assigned, etc.). New for this season, we just added landscape to our list.
Healthy, constructive debate is a part of the engine that has driven Art, including
photography, from its inception. I think one can assume then, since we didn’t
invent debate, you will find it everywhere, and it can be an enormous creative
force. Art and debate will continue to surround us for the foreseeable future.
Therefore, gentle people, start your engines!
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GRCC Image of the Month

by Jeanne Quillan

This digital entry from the previous month’s competition was chosen the Image of the Month.
This image appealed to Matt Hendricks (and may not necessarily be the image that scored the
highest). Next month’s image will be chosen by a different member.

“Well Hello” by Jan Lewis

Chosen by Matt Hendricks

ABOUT THE PHOTO:
I love all genres of photography whether it be landscape, macro, nature,
wildlife, event, street, photojournalism, portrait, architecture, minimalism,
etc., and I try to include all types of images in my competition submissions.
Each genre presents its own set of challenges. But for me bird photography
is the ultimate challenge. They are small creatures that move fast and
generally like to hide behind branches and leaves. Getting a clean shot, with
the bird’s eyes in focus and a beautiful background takes patience and effort
and a lot of cooperation from the winged subject!
This shot was taken in my backyard. I have a mini-blind set up in my
garage, shooting out my garage window. The cardinal is on a branch which
is clamped to a pole a short distance from the feeder cup. The birds will
often (though not always) land on the branch first before heading to the
feeder cup. They generally don’t stay there for very long! Mr. Cardinal flew
in and landed, and I fired off at my fastest frame rate. When I checked the
LCD I knew I had captured a winning image. He was looking at the camera
with a great expression, and the eyes were sharp!
- Jan

WHY I LIKED IT:
I liked this image
because the photographer did a good job
focusing on the bird’s
head and used a shallow
depth of field to blur
the background. She
also did a good job of
eliminating unnecessary
elements from the
photograph that could
have distracted you from
the subject.
Great Image!
- Matt
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Interview: Gordon Kreager

by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

Gordon, can you give us a little background on yourself?
Greg
Ferguson

I was born in Minnesota and moved to Coldwater, Michigan when I
was a child. I later moved to Grand Rapids when I was in my twenties.
I worked at a local furniture company for 43 years.
After purchasing my first camera in my twenties, I started taking
pictures of the countryside and barns. Over time, my focus transitioned
to taking pictures of my family and vacation destinations. My first
digital camera was a Canon 10D; I later upgraded to a Canon 1D.
I have learned several software programs to help with the processing
of my images. And I’ve entered and won a couple of photography
contests along the way.
What made you decide to join GRCC and when?
After retiring, I had more time to pursue my hobby of photography,
so I joined the Grand Rapids Camera Club in 2013. This gave me
the opportunity to view the photography of others (and see their
perspectives); that helped spark new ideas and techniques for me to
work on.
What kind of photography do you like to do?
I like many different types of photography. I have found that with portrait photography you can help someone fulfill a wish. A woman I know wanted to dress up as one of her favorite television characters, and I
helped her fulfill her dream. With tabletop photography, you are setting objects up and focusing on lighting
to get an aesthetically pleasing picture. And nature photography displays how we observe our surroundings.

Squirrel in Backyard

Woman as Favorite TV Character
Continued on page 8 - See KREAGER
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KREAGER - Continued from page 7

As a photographer, what advice can you give others in the club to help them with their photography?
As an amateur photographer in a photo club we strive to please ourselves. If we were professional
photographers we would focus on pleasing clients. If photography is your passion, pursue it and
don’t give up.
What are some of the things you would like to see done within the camera club?
It may be beneficial spending time on constructive criticism on the photos that received a low score.
It could enhance growth for future photographs. We can all improve on our mistakes and become stronger
photographers (which may help us develop a stronger club in the process).

Blues on the Mall

A Case For and Against Tripods...

Whites Bridge

by Greg Ferguson, Lights & Shadows Editor

This is a recent subject of an interesting photography blog that I
follow written by John Martin, called Landscape and Street. Check it
out at: www.landscapeandstreet.com
John has been writing his blog for about about two
years. He says it is “a blog where I can share my
photographic experiences and skills -- and a place
where I can learn from yours.”

John Martin

As I said before, his blog is always interesting,
informative and very well written. It’s a real
pleasure to read. So be sure to check his blog out!
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GRCC Assigned Subjects for 2015-2016
October..........Churches of Any Kind
November......Latches, Handles
		
and Hinges
December......Starts with “Z”

2015

2016

January......Boats and Ships
March........Vintage
April..........Color Blue
May...........Intentionally Blurred

June.........Texture
SUMMER BREAK

September.....Solitude
October..........Song Titles
November......This Old House
December......Junkyard

The 2015 and 2016 Assigned Subjects and definitions are available on our website on the Competition
Corner page. A business-card-size list, without definitions, is also available at our meetings.

New Digital Email Address
Please use images@grcameraclub.org
for sending your competition images and other emails to me.
Remember, our old email address of digital@grcameraclub.org
is no longer being used; any emails sent to that address will not
be received.
I will always acknowledge the receipt of your images.
If you do not hear from me, assume something is wrong and
contact me about it (contact info can be found on our website).
Jim Shearer Jr., GRCC Digital Coordinator

Treat Sign-up
I will be passing a treat
sign-up sheet around at
our September meeting.
Please add your name
to one of the upcoming
meetings if you can.
Thank you!
Caroline Shearer,
GRCC Treat Coordinator

Be a Reporter for the Lights & Shadows
Member News

Let’s make the most of our
newsletter... If you have news
that is photographically related
about yourself or another
member, send it my way.
Just click on the email link
below and include “Member
News” in the subject line.

Photography News

Photography popularity is increasing
because of advances in technology and
the internet. When you discover something (you’ve bought or seen on the
internet) that you think our members
might like, send me the info or link.
Use the email link below and include
“Photograpy News” in the subject line.
LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

L&S Feedback

Let me know what you think about
our newsletter. We have articles
submitted by many GRCC members, and feedback and comments
are welcomed and appreciated.
Use the email link below and
include “L&S Feedback”
in the subject line.
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Tips From Kelly... by GRCC Member Kelly Walkotten
Enhancing Blue Skies in Lightroom
The color control in Lightroom is a powerful tool for selective color adjustments.
It allows you to adjust the hue, saturation, and luminance of individual color tones.
One of the ways I use this tool is to enhance blue skies.

© Kelly Walkotten 2015

In Lightroom, the Color control allows separate control of red, orange, yellow, green,
aqua, blue, purple and magenta. A quick way to emphasize a blue sky is to lower the
luminosity and increase the saturation of the blues and aquas in the image:

Kelly combines her passions of photography and writing to bring the wonders of nature to others. Through her
travels, she captures images for publication. Then, through research, writing, and presentation, she brings nature
to an audience and teaches them about the habitat and behavior of unique creatures from around the world.
She is an avid scuba diver, whose images, articles, and blogs have brought the undersea world to readers of the
PSA Journal and Fem Worldview.com . These publications have featured articles by Kelly that include photos
from diving the Caribbean, the Pacific, and Indo-Pacific. Her favorite destination is Indonesia, where she has
spent fourteen weeks above and below the sea. She has been published in many other print and web publications.
Through her extensive use and familiarity with photo
editing software, she has developed lessons and
enjoys teaching Adobe Suite products of Photoshop,
Elements and Lightroom.
Kelly lives in the greater Grand Rapids area and her
images have been exhibited in many venues around
West Michigan including ArtPrize and
Festival of the Arts. Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com

Kelly and
a curious shark
are shown here
posing in the
ocean.
Kelly loves
photograpy;
The shark loves
tasty fish and
photographers.
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Upcoming Programs / Workshops

by Jan Lewis, VP of Programs

I have been working hard over the summer break to line up program speakers for the coming year.
Listed below is what is currently scheduled. As always, schedules can change, so be sure to check your
Lights & Shadows and the website to confirm the scheduled speakers each month.
MONTH
SPEAKER
September* Eric Klien
October
Cathy Keifer
November
Stacy Niedzwiecki & Jeannie Gregory
December
Jonathon Russell
January
Rebecca Long
February		
March		
April
Phil Stagg

PROGRAM
A Journey Through Light
Small Animal Photography in the Studio
Treasured
The Future of Photography Is In Its Past
Barn Preservation Project
Year-End Competition
Annual Mini-Program Extravaganza
The Waterfalls of Michigan

Workshops have been scheduled for September** (Field Trip), October (Images and Competition) and January
(Conceptual Photography), and I am working on setting up other possibilities and options. I will keep you posted.
Ideas or suggestions are welcomed for either programs or workshops.
* See Presentation on page 3
Contact me at programs@grcameraclub.org
** See Workshop on page 4

When Changes Occur

Welcome New Members

by Christine Mooney

If you have any changes to your
email address or other information,
let Christine Mooney know
(to keep our membership
list up-to-date).

We have a two new members who recently
joined our club. James Anderson, who shoots
with a Sony, joined at our June meeting, and
Pete Bergren, who shoots with a Canon, just
joined online in August.

Email Christine at:
treasurer@grcameraclub.org

Please welcome James and Pete when you see
them.

Time:
Location:
		
		

7:15 PM
Boy Scouts of America
3213 Walker Ave. NW
Walker, MI

LAKE MICHIGAN DR

COVELL

Regular meetings are held
the third Wednesday
of the month except for
February, July and August.

WALKER AVE

Visitors are Welcome to
Attend our Meetings!

Graphic Design Services provided by Greg Ferguson at GV Graphics • Helping Your Business Look Good • Web: gvg.us • Email: greg@gvg.us

The

28 TH ST
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