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From Our President

Thanks to Everyone for Helping...
Diane
Durand

I want to take a minute to thank everyone who works so hard to make the year-end
competition, awards and banquet a reality. It really is quite a production and has many
moving parts. It involves the Competition Chair, the Vice President of Equipment,
the Digital Coordinator and quite a few other volunteers. When everyone plays their
part, things run smoothly and the general membership only sees the great results at the
awards banquet.
I have often said that our annual awards banquet is my favorite meeting of the year.
We get more of a chance to socialize than usual and I get the opportunity to recognize
many in our club for their excellent photography.
I look forward to presenting all of the awards at our annual banquet on February 18.
As in years past, I will need a count of people attending the awards banquet. So, please
RSVP to me via e-mail (durand3311@netzero.net) or phone (616)534-8561 by Friday,
February 13 so I can make arrangements for enough food for everyone. We will, once
again, be having a pizza party at the next meeting. I hope to see you all there!!
As you may know, Joe Hempstead had served as our VP of Programs until he moved
out of the area last month. So, we are in search of a new VP of Programs until June.
The primary responsibility of this position is to coordinate the programs for our monthly meetings and our workshops. Joe has done a great job of getting things lined up
through June, but we need someone who can verify plans with speakers and introduce
them at meetings. The duties also include picking up the key from the Boy Scouts
before they close on the day of meetings. If you would like to become more involved
in the club, please contact me and I can give you a more detailed description of the job
of the VP of Programs. There are several people in the club
willing to help the next program director.

FEB.

18
Weds.

GRCC Awards Banquet (free, for members only)
At the Boy Scout Center at 7:15 PM
RSVP Needed by Friday, February 13, 2015
Let Diane know if you will be there, so she can order enough pizza and such.
Email: durand3311@netzero.net / Phone: (616)534-8561
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Competition Corner

by Jeanne Quillan, Competition Chair and Coordinator

Our PSA Entries - Where We Stand

Jeanne
Quillan

The first rounds of GRCC’s Interclub Competition through the Photography Society of America
(PSA) is complete.
Through PSA interclub competitions, Grand Rapids Camera Club competes with other clubs for
both individual awards and overall club standings. We have been competing in four categories:
Open, Nature, Creative and Photo Journalism (PJ). Each category has 3 or 4 “rounds” for the year.
Each time we may enter only 6 images, and many times only one image is allowed per member.
We have been entering our best images, chosen from the highest scores from previous monthly
competitions.
We have many excellent photographers, so it is very hard to select just a few to enter. Thank you
to all of you for allowing us to submit your images.
Overall I am very pleased with our results:
In the Round 1 Nature category, our 6 images resulted in three Honorable Mentions:
Linda Greer’s “Dandy’s Last One” (14); Jan Lewis’ “Swallowtail Sex” (13) and Bill Empey’s
“Barn Owl (13). Our club overall is tied for 3rd place out of 41 clubs.
In Round 1 Creative, we received three Honorable Mentions:
Evie Carrier’s “Garden Soup” (14); Robyn Porteen’s “Up and Away”’ (13) and Linda Greer’s
“The Better to See You with my Dear” (13). Our club standing in creative is 3rd out of 10 clubs.
In Round 1 PJ, Robyn Porteen received a 3rd place award for “Grandpa’s Hand (13); and
we received two Honorable Mentions: Mike Koole’s “Fire on the Fourth” (12); and Jan Lewis’
“Street Chess Checkmate” (12). Our club standing in PJ is 2nd out of 14 clubs.
Round 1 Open, did not generate any place awards (or HMs). Our scores were relatively low,
despite the fact we sent in some excellent images. Even so, our club score is 5th out of 29 clubs,
proving that many of the other club’s scores were lower than ours!
These PSA competitions are judged using the same scoring system as we use and are judged by
volunteer clubs. In fact, judges from GRCC will be judging one of the competitions in the coming
months. Round two results should be trickling in soon. Here’s to the Grand Rapids Camera Club.
Keep up the good work!
- Jeanne

GRCC Assigned Subjects for 2015
March.......Bottles
April.........Tools
May..........Predominantly Red
June..........Bird’s-Eye View

SUMMER BREAK
September........Shoes

October..........Churches of Any Kind
November......Latches, Handles
		
and Hinges
December......Starts with “Z”

The 2015 list of Assigned Subjects and definitions are available on our website on the Competition Corner page. A business-card-size list, without definitions, is also available at our meetings.
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Photos From My Recent Caribbean Cruise

Submitted by
Christine Mooney

If you have the winter blues, take a Caribbean cruise to warm up.
Christine
Mooney

My sister and I have been taking a Caribbean cruise for the past several years around the
Thanksgiving holiday. On the last cruise, my nephew and his wife joined us. Our Carnival
Breeze cruise ship left Miami to the Southern Caribbean destinations of Grand Turk,
La Romana, Aruba and Curacao.
During one of the days at sea, there was a
Very Hairy Chest Contest on the ship for the
guys to participate in and many other fun
events.
While in Aruba, we went on a North Coast
Jeep Safari excursion. The safari traveled
the island’s back roads to the countryside
with stops at an Ostrich Farm, the Natural
Bridge, Gold Mine Smelter Ruins, Rock
Wish Garden, Ayo Rock formation, the Chapel of Alto Vista, California Lighthouse and
a beach break.
At the Ostrich Farm we learned about the life
cycle and habits of these animals and had the
opportunity to feed them.
Next stop was at the large and small
Natural Bridges. The large bridge collapsed
on September 2, 2005 during the night and
is still a popular attraction.

Aruba’s Gold Mine Smelter functioned for
most of the 19th century to produce some
three million pounds of gold. Near these
ruins is the Rock Wish Garden along the
coast. Tourists pile up rocks and make a
wish.
Continued on next page
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Christine’s Caribbean Cruise

Microphone Stand

Continued from previous page

The next
destination
was the
Alto Vista Chapel
that was built in 1952 on the
site of the original Catholic
church built in 1750 by a
Spanish missionary.

Donated to
GRCC by
Billy’s
Lounge
All photos
taken by
Christine
Mooney

After a visit to the California
Lighthouse, which was named
after the S.S. California ship
that sank near shore, we had a
beach break and then returned
to our ship.

“A big thanks to Billy’s Lounge in
Eastown (http://www.billyslounge.com/)
for their donation of a microphone stand
to the Grand Rapids Camera Club. This
is a higher-end tripod base stand with a
boom arm that gives it a lot of stability
and flexibility.”
- Michael Koole

With the temperatures in the
80’s every day, we came back
with really nice tans.

by Greg Ferguson
Editor of the Lights & Shadows

Be a Reporter for the Lights & Shadows
Member News

Photography News

L&S Feedback

Let’s make the most of our
Lights & Shadows newsletter...
If you have news that is photographically related about yourself
or another member, send it my
way. Just click on the email link
below and include “Member
News” in the subject line.

Photography popularity is increasing
because of advances in technology and
the internet. When you discover something (you’ve bought or seen on the
internet) that you think our members
might like, send me the info or link.
Use the email link below and include
“Photograpy News” in the subject line.

Let me know what you think about
our newsletter. We have articles
submitted by many GRCC members, and feedback and comments
are welcomed and appreciated.
Use the email link below and
include “L&S Feedback”
in the subject line.

LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org
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GRCC Image of the Month
Jeanne
Quillan

by Jeanne Quillan

This digital entry from the previous month’s competition was chosen GRCC Image of the
Month. This image appealed to Julie Tamblin and may not necessarily be the image that
scored the highest. Next month’s image will be chosen by a different member.

“Teton Barn” by Ranger Steve Mueller

Selected by Julie Tamblin

WHAT I SAW:
Photography is an opportunity for Karen and I to spend time
exploring places together to bring home what our minds view
through eyes and cameras. The barn wove together human history
on the plain with a mountain backdrop. The background angle was
essential fill instead of a distraction. Morning light offered a rich
barn hue. The fallen fence rails allowed eye access that might have
been a barrier if the rails were intact. Sky moisture was building but morning haze remained adequately low. The barn was the
subject of focus so a lack of crispness by mountain haze detracted
little. Images with prairie landscape inclusion were captured but
the close image provided greatest impact. Low angle light allowed
shadows to expose details hidden by flat light. Developing clouds
gave texture to the sky. Our goal is to capture desired images in the
camera. We have little interest in digital darkroom modifications
but we do crop and adjust lighting slightly. - Steve

Welcome
New
Members

WHY I LIKED IT:
I’m a farm girl at heart. I love
barns and am drawn to scenes that
include them. When I saw Ranger
Steve’s image ‘Teton Barn” flash up
on the screen I immediately felt as
if I were a part of the scene, leaning
against the barn viewing the Tetons
and breathing in the clear mountain
air. I was struck by how fresh the
weathered barn seems surrounded
by the lush green grass against the
backdrop of the crisp mountains.
The image is beautiful and portrays
a sense of peacefulness to me.
- Julie

The following new members joined our club in January:
Cathy and Jerry Keifer who both use Canon equipment; Judy Hooyenga who shoots
with a Nikon; Robert Bayer who shoots with a Nikon for underwater photography and
a Canon for everything else; Janero Hakeem who shoots with a Canon; and
Steve Babcock who shoots with a Canon.
-Christine Mooney, Treasurer
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Find Rare Barns as You Travel

by Marilyn Keigley, GRCC Member

The rarest types of barns—round and polygonal, are primarily found from New England
through the Midwest. Just web search ‘round barns’ for a great web page by a guy named
Dale. Click on one of the 50 states or Quebec and other parts of Canada to find exact locations
and details with photos (so you can see if you like the barn); occasionally there is valuable
information on their “beware of dog” signs!
Only 8 true round barns remain in Michigan (Evart, Scottville, Blissfield, Kingsley-2, Baroda,
and Grand Rapids-2). Michigan has nine 8-sided barns, one 12-sided barn in Nashville, and
three 14-sided barns (Grant, Howell, and Clare County). The website will give you exact
locations.
The west side of the state has the most rare barns and several are close by. A 14-sided barn
is located near Grant, and a true round barn can be found just east of Aman Park (just off the
road). Ask permission if you venture onto the property to shoot a photo or two.

This white Amish true round barn was built in 1911 in Indiana and brought to Michigan in 1997,
two weeks short of being demolished. It was rebuilt near Baroda in Berrien County, and is now
the Round Barn Winery. The second floor interior ceiling structure makes an interesting photo,
too. The winery is open year-round. Sounds like a spring trip for refreshments, and plan a little
side trip to Fernwood Botanical Gardens only 12 miles further down the road.

New Email Address for Digital Coordinator
We are now receiving all your competition images or any other email topic for our Digital
Coordinator, Jim Shearer Jr, at a new email address: images@grcameraclub.org
Members have used the new email address for our December and January Competitions and it
worked well. Our website has been updated to reflect this change with the exception of the
Membership Manual which is currently undergoing some minor changes.
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Text Repositioning

When the Text Tool is active, you can reposition your text without switching tools.
Just move the cursor away from the text
and it will automatically change to
the Move Tool icon.

Now click on the text and
drag to reposition the text.

Kelly has taught Photoshop classes and
presented photography programs for many
camera clubs and groups throughout
Michigan, as well as Arizona and Florida.
She currently teaches Photoshop at
Workshoots Studio in Grand Rapids.
Kelly has also led seminars on Lightroom,
and teaches at the SWMCCC Summer
Weekend of Photography.

When placing text into
an area, open up the
grid view by going to
View>Show>Grid and
click on grid.
A grid will be placed over
the entire area. You can use
this for a much more accurate
placement of your text.
FEB.

26

Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com

Mark Your Calendars

Thank You for the Treats

Newsletters are planned for every month
except July and August. If you have GRCC news,
information or photos for the March
Lights & Shadows, please get these submitted
on or before Thursday, February 26, 2015.
You can send them to the Lights & Shadows editor:
LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

Visitors are Welcome to
Attend our Meetings!
Regular meetings
are held the third
Wednesday of the month
except February, July
and August.
Time:
Location:
		
		

7:15 PM
Boy Scouts of America
3213 Walker Ave. NW
Walker, MI

A big thank you for bringing treats to
our January meeting:

First Drive After
Exit Traffic Light

LAKE MICHIGAN DR

Rosemary VanHouten
Julia Tamblin
Larry Steiner
Jan Lewis
WALKER AVE

Kelly
Walkotten

Kelly Walkotten is a West Michigan
Photographer, Presenter, and Teacher of
Adobe Photoshop Elements, Photoshop
CS6 and Lightroom 4. She started with
Photoshop 7 about eight years ago and has
continued to upgrade as they did, adding
Lightroom when it was still in beta.

28 TH ST

Graphic Design Services provided by Greg Ferguson at GV Graphics • Helping Your Business Look Good • Web: gvg.us • Email: greg@gvg.us

by GRRC Member Kelly Walkotten

COVELL

Tips From Kelly...
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