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From Our President

Have a Happy, Healthy and Challenging New Year!
Diane
Durand

I would like to wish each of you a happy and healthy New Year. As the new year dawns, it
brings with it happiness, hope and resolutions. Thank you all for another successful year for
the Grand Rapids Camera Club, now 117 years strong.
As the longest camera club in continuous existence in the United States, our club is
thriving, but it is not without some struggles. I think the toughest struggle right now lies
with the judges. As each of us see more images, there will be some we love, and some we
hate. Our duty as a judge is to give credit for work well done while maintaining our own
ideals of good images. I hope each of us takes up this challenge with an open mind.
Like the Impressionists of the late nineteenth century, this “new wave” photography is
different and incomprehensible to some, while new and exciting to others. History shows
that there is room for both realism and impressionism in art. I am sure there is also room for
both realistic and impressionistic images in photography.
Our 2014 year-end competition is fast approaching.
If you entered any images in the past calendar year,
you are eligible to enter those images in the year-end
competition. I would like to encourage everyone who
is eligible to participate in the competition. It will give
you the opportunity to share your images with another
group of judges that will give you feedback on your
images. Remember these judges are from outside of the
club... so all of your images will be new to them. This is
the one time during the year that we compete with each
other. Winners will be announced and awards given at
our annual awards banquet in February. I hope to see
even more people entering their images this year. The
deadline for entering images is January 21.

2013 Year-End Competition Prints:
Old Stone Church Steeple (3rd Place Open),
Crossing the Finish Line (1st Place PJ),
American Kestral (1st Place Nature).

I also challenge each of you to set a photographic goal
for yourself. Learn a skill you have admired in others’
images. Shoot a subject you have always wanted to
capture. Attend a workshop or seminar to learn or share
your skills with others. I guarantee that the more
you put into your photography,
the more benefit you will
get out of it.
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Membership Dues

by Christine Mooney,
Treasurer of the
Grand Rapids Camera Club

It is time to renew your membership dues for 2015
($25 for an individual, or $35 for 2 people living at the same address).

January 31, 2015 Deadline - You can pay one of three ways:
1. At the January meeting on January 21, 2015,
2. By Mail,
Send your check made payable to GRCC to
Christine Mooney, 4280 Brooklawn Lane SE, Kentwood MI 49512.
2. Thru PayPal,
Which is available on the GRCC website for an additional $1 processing fee.
Click on “Join Our Club” or “Contact Us” to find the PayPal link.

When Changes Occur... Let Christine Know
If you have any changes to your email address or
other information (to keep our membership list up-to-date), email Christine Mooney at:
treasurer@grcameraclub.org

New Email Address for Digital Coordinator
We are now ready to receive all your competition images or any other email topic for our
Digital Coordinator, Jim Shearer Jr, at a new email address: images@grcameraclub.org
Many members used the new email address for our December Competition and it worked
well. Our website has been updated to reflect this change with the exception of the
Membership Manual which is currently undergoing some minor changes.

GRCC Assigned Subjects for 2015
January.....Circles
March.......Bottles
April.........Tools
May..........Predominantly Red

June........Bird’s-Eye View
SUMMER BREAK
September........Shoes

October..........Churches of Any Kind
November......Latches, Handles
		
and Hinges
December......Starts with “Z”

The 2015 list of Assigned Subjects and definitions are now available on our website
Competition Corner page. A business-card-size list, without definitions, is also available
at our monthly meetings.
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Competition Corner

by Jeanne Quillan, Competition Chair and Coordinator

THE TOP 10 THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW
ABOUT THE 2014 YEAR-END COMPETITION

Jeanne
Quillan

Our annual year-end competition for the competition year 2014 will be held the end of January.
The judging itself is not open to members of the club, but the competition is a big affair, and the
one time of the year you can compete with other members for top awards. Here is our year-end
competition top 10 list. Complete information regarding the Year-End Competition can be found
in our membership manual on the website.
10. Only images you have entered in GRCC monthly competition in 2014 (Jan.-Dec.) are eligible.
9.
		
		
		
		
		

Entries are limited to 10 per category, per division, so enter your best! Example: In digital, you may
enter 10 Open/Assigned, 10 Nature, 10 Portrait, 10 Monochrome and 10 PJ. If you also have
qualifying prints, you can enter an additional 10 in each of those categories. Assigned images will
be combined with open and be judged in that category. If you wish, an assigned image can be
entered in another category, but you must specify the image and category before the competition.
Other than assigned, you may not change the category from which it was originally entered.

8. Images will be judged in two classes, Class A and Star Class. Star class is the class of photographers
		 in the club with the highest average scores for the year. You will compete against members with
		 similar skill levels.
7. Judges are obtained from well-known photographers in the community and not affiliated with the
		 Grand Rapids Camera Club. 1st, 2nd and 3rd places in addition to honorable mentions will be
		 chosen in each category when enough entries allow.
6. Prints must be received by January 21, 2015, (our January meeting). Contact me by phone or e-mail.
		 (616) 531-8253 or photobug49@comcast.net if you are unable to bring them to the meeting.
5. The deadline to notify of the digital images you want entered is also Wednesday, January 21, 2015
		 by midnight. If you do not notify us, your images will NOT be included. They are not automatically
		 entered, since many of you may have entered more than 10 in a particular category.
		Send us an email with the title and category of the images you have chosen at
		images@grcameraclub.org You DO NOT need to resend the images.
4. The club keeps a record of all images entered during the competition year. Anyone wanting a list of
		 their entries and scores for the calendar year can contact me. I will be happy to send you a copy of
		 your record.
3. There are no fees to enter the competition!
2. Awards and trophies will be presented at our Annual Awards Banquet to be held on Feb. 18, 2015.
		 Put the date on your calendar!

AND THE #1 REASON TO ENTER THE YEAR-END COMPETITION:
1. What have you got to lose? You may win a 1st place award!
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JAN.

21
Weds.

Presentation - Seeing Things by James Cook
Creating great images is a matter of seeing
them in the first place. Practiced observation
plus awareness of light and composition is
what enables some photographers to consistently turn seemingly ordinary scenes into
exceptional images.
This presentation is an abbreviated version
of the well-received presentation given at
SWMCC in August. It is about creating art
rather than photographs. It starts with a dialog
in defining art and what makes a photograph
art. The discussion moves on to how to be
more observant and to thoughtfully explore
visual opportunities. Then it turns to how to
work out the best angles and compositions
and why one may work better than others.
Thoroughly non-technical, this presentation
is designed to stimulate your eye and
imagination; the key elements to seeing
what others overlook.

Cars, as spotted on the streets of Douglas, MI

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
For over three decades James Cook, an internationally respected photojournalist, has observed
and photographed America’s people and places. The results appear worldwide in prestigious
publications including Time, Newsweek, Forbes and The Washington Post. Many of his images
are held in museum, private and corporate collections.
Over the course of his career Cook has photographed many renowned leaders of our generaton
including major motion picture personalities, corporate and political leaders, as well as U.S.
Presidents. His portraits include Henry Fonda, Anthony Quinn, Gerald Ford, Peter Drucker and
Frank Sinatra. Among notable clients are Kodak, Sony, Minolta, The Ford Foundation and the
Nature Conservancy. He worked extensively for the Associated Press contributing to most of the
nation’s major newspapers.
James Cook was prominently featured in a nationally televised PBS special on contemporary
photographers for his award winning photographic documentary on Native Americans.
Photography from that documentary is now housed in the permanent collection of the
Smithsonian Institute in Washington, D.C.
He has served as an officer and director of the American Society of Media Photographers
(ASMP) and has been a featured speaker at numerous professional photographic conferences and
gatherings. In 2009, he co-founded the Saugatuck Photographic Workshops in Saugatuck.
His websites are accessible via http://SaugatuckPhotography.com
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JAN.

28
Weds.

Workshop - Mastering Your Speed Light
Michael Koole and Mike Mitchell will present a workshop program on January
28, 2015 on using your speed light to it’s best advantage. They will discuss using
a flash both on and off your camera. They will let you know how to make the best
use of the equipment you may already own, and what extra equipment you would
need to use your flash off of your camera.

Michael
Koole
7 PM
at the
Boy
Scout
Center

After the discussion they will demonstrate some equipment setups and let you
get a close-up look at some of the gear they use. This workshop should give
you a good idea what you will need in order to get creative using your flash off
your camera.

Mike Mitchell

You can bring your camera and speed light if you want. If you have and other
items such as light stands, umbrellas, etc. you can bring them along as well.
If time permits, they will try to give you an idea what else you may need to get
started doing off camera flash photography.

A Really Big

by Caroline Shearer
Editor of the Lights & Shadows

to...
Betty Westra
Rosemary VanHouten

For all their help with setting up the Christmas party.

by Greg Ferguson
Editor of the Lights & Shadows

Three Things Needed in 2015 by L&S Editor
Member News

Photography News

L&S Feedback

Let’s make the most of our
Lights & Shadows newsletter...
If you have news that is photographically related about yourself
or another member, send it my
way. Just click on the email link
below and include “Member
News” in the subject line.

Photography popularity is increasing
because of advances in technology and
the internet. When you discover something (you’ve bought or seen on the
internet) that you think our members
might like, send me the info or link.
Use the email link below and include
“Photograpy News” in the subject line.

Let me know what you think about
our newsletter. We have articles
submitted by many GRCC members, and feedback and comments
are welcomed and appreciated.
Use the email link below and
include “L&S Feedback”
in the subject line.

LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org
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Dorothea Lange - An American Master

Jan
Lewis

Submitted by
Jan Lewis

I have hours of programs recorded on my DVR, waiting for my viewing pleasure. Sometime
this past fall I recorded a program on PBS called American Masters. This award-winning biography series, celebrates our arts and culture. Launched in 1986, the series has set the standard
for documentary film profiles, accruing widespread critical acclaim. The series has featured
such great American talents as Arthur Miller, Georgia O’Keeffe, Martha Graham, F. Scott
Fitzgerald, I.M. Pei, Leonard Bernstein, and most recently Bing Crosby, to name just a few.
The episode I had recorded was about Dorothea Lange entitled “Grab a Hunk of Lighting.”
For those of you who may not know who Dorothea Lange was, you would definitely know her
by her iconic photograph Migrant Mother, taken during the Great Depression. Like myself, I
am guessing that most of you know little else about her, or her profound body of work except
that one, single, arresting image. She was a fascinating woman, very much ahead of her time.
And, she was an extremely talented documentary photographer, having the unique ability to
establish incredible rapport with her subjects. The 1 hour 50 minute program aired originally
on August 29, and I do not know if it will be re-aired any time soon on our local PBS station.
But it is available for viewing/streaming online through a variety of streaming services such as
iTunes, or on your computer at http://video.pbs.org/video/2365316335/ or http://www.pbs.
org/wnet/americanmasters/episodes/dorothea-lange/watch-full-film-dorothea-lange-grab-a-hunkof-lightning/3260/
In addition, PBS sells a DVD copy of the program if you wanted to add it permanently to your
library. A companion book was also published with the documentary, and is available through
the Kent District Library. At this time the library does not seem to have a copy of the DVD.

Migrant Mother
by Dorothea Lange

Dorothea Lange in 1936

Dorothea Lange
by Paul S. Taylor, 1934

Program Summary from the PBS website: “Dorothea Lange: Grab a Hunk of Lightening” explores the life,
passions and uncompromising vision of this influential photographer, whose enduring images document five
turbulent decades of American history, including the Great Depression, the Dust Bowl and World War II
Japanese internment camps. Peabody- and five-time Emmy award-winning cinematographer Dyanna Taylor
— the granddaughter of Lange, and writer/social scientist Paul Schuster Taylor — directs and narrates this
intimate American Masters documentary. Taylor, who learned to see the visual world through her grandmother’s eyes, combines family memories and journals with never-before-seen photos and film footage to
bring Lange’s story into sharp focus. The result is a personal documentary of the artist whose empathy for
people on the margins of society challenged America to know itself.
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GRCC Image of the Month

by Jeanne Quillan

This digital entry from the previous month’s competition was chosen GRCC Image of the
Month. This image appealed to Randy Zwiers and may not necessarily be the image that
scored the highest. Next month’s image will be chosen by a different member.

Jeanne
Quillan

“Beautiful Barn” by Jan Lewis

Selected by Randy Zwiers

WHAT I SAW:
This image was shot in January 2014 at Sleeping Bear National
Lakeshore. As Traverse City is my hometown, I was north visiting my
mother and brother, Steve Loveless, who is a professional landscape
photographer in the Frankfort area. Steve took me to many off-thebeaten track locations and we had a great day photographing together in
the freshly fallen snow (even got the car stuck in a snow bank on a quest
for a photograph, requiring a tow!) Most of us are familiar with the DH
Day barn as it is right on M-22. This is the Tweddle barn, located about
1 mile west of M-22 on Norconk Road. This picturesque farm was home
to the John Tweddle family who originally settled in the area around
1840. The adjacent farmhouse is now used for temporary housing for
Lakeshore Staff, volunteers, and the Artist-in-Residence program.
I think it’s even prettier than DH Day!
http://www.nps.gov/slbe/planyourvisit/otherfarmscabins.htm
http://www.nps.gov/slbe/planyourvisit/tweddlefarm.htm
I was struck by the bright red color of the barn against the white snow,
together with the pleasant shape of the building. The contrast really
spoke to me. There were some additional outbuildings which I cropped
out as they drew your eye away from the barn. The shot is a composite of three images shot handheld at f13 ISO 250 with various shutter
speeds (1/250, 1/125. 1/60), then merged in NIK HDR Efex Pro,
with additional minor tweaks in Lightroom.
- Jan

WHY I LIKED IT:
My eye and brain were
immediately drawn to Jan’s
image as soon as it was
projected on the screen in
December. This photo
epitomizes the Christmas
season and could easily be
presented as a Christmas
card. The overall brightness
of the scene grabbed my
attention and my eye was
drawn first to the red color of
the barn and then wandered
around the scene to see the
more subtle points of interest
- the snow falling against the
red barn, the warm colored
rust on the silo in direct
contrast to the overall
coolness of the image,
the nice even light, and the
detail in the gray cloudy sky.
A typical winter day!
- Randy
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Interview: Calvin Fagley

by Greg Ferguson

1. Cal, can you give us some background info on yourself?

I was born in a small town in Eastern Pennsylvania (many years ago!).
My father, Calvin Francis, was killed in
action aboard the USS Ticonderoga CV-14
on January 21, 1945 in the South China Sea,
when I was one. My mother, older sister,
grandmother, aunt and grandfather tried their
best to keep me on the straight and narrow. I
played sports all the time and studied seldom;
thus, I had to attend a post high school prep
school. I graduated from Augusta Military
Academy in Ft. Defiance, Virgina. My quest
was to bring the dream to my family of
attending one of the service academies
(a serious hip injury in football negated this
possibility). I attended West Chester State
University and graduated with a B.A. in
Liberal Arts, in 1966. I married my high
school sweetheart Reni Kalmbach, and in
50 great years have nurtured and loved three
children and seven grandchildren. We have
lived in Grand Rapids for 35 years.
I took many classes in photography at Grand
Rapids Junior College, in the pre-digital era,
with Jonathan Russell. He rejuvenated my
enthusiasm of photography! Learning large
format opened a whole new vista for me!

Patriots Point, SC

90th Birthday Party

Most of my adult life I have been in sales and marketing in the medical manufacturing industry.
I presently consult for my son’s company, Medsource International, Inc.
This company manufactures various products that are used within the emergency medical services industries.

2. What brought you to GRCC?

I was interested in associating with folks that knew and enjoyed digital photography as much as
I did. A friend suggested GRCC. I am happy I joined!

3. What kind of photography do you like to shoot?

I was fortunate to be a business traveler, and I always carried my camera wherever I ventured.
I fell in love with the old cities of Europe, with their churches, castles, villages and especially
their people! I love water, puddles, lakes, streams, rivers and oceans; I can never pass up the
opportunity to try and capture their beauty with my camera! Now our seven grandchildren are
my new favorite subjects (especially their zeal for sports)!
Continued on page 9, see FAGLEY
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FAGLEY - Continued from page 8

4. What advice can you give GRCC members?

Advice to other photographers... that’s a tough question. The only thing I might suggest is to
continue to create images in the hope you might someday astound yourself with a photograph
that seems nearly perfect to you!

5. What are some of the things you would like to see done within the club?

I wish there was more discussion of how, when and where an image was created; what post
production was used; and what software was used to augment the photo. I understand with the
volume of photos to be judged each month that this is not a real possibility. It would be fun to
poll the judges as to why they choose the number they gave it (of course everyone would have
to take ego out of the equation). I love the workshops, the presentations and the photographers
within our club.

Caledonia

Park

French Creek

Note to Photographers With GRCC Web Galleries
by Matt Hendricks, GRCC Webmaster
Starting in January, I will no longer be applying copyrights to submitted photos for our
web galleries (since some of these photos may not need a copyright included).
The Member Gallery Guidelines have been updated (Step 4). See the new guidelines here:
http://www.grcameraclub.org/uploads/pdfs/member_gallery_guidelines_11-26-2014.pdf
Don’t worry... you can easily embed a copyright on any of your photos if you want before
sending them to me (I will soon have a video up on our website to show you how).
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by GRRC Member Kelly Walkotten

Placing Text in Photoshop

Kelly
Walkotten

When placing text into an area, open up the grid
view by going to View>Show>Grid
Then use the Text tool and make
a text block where you want the
type. Choose a font, a size and the
alignment you want. After keying
the type in, make any changes
needed, then flatten and save as a
copy or with a new name.

Kelly Walkotten is a West Michigan
Photographer, Presenter, and Teacher of
Adobe Photoshop Elements, Photoshop
CS6 and Lightroom 4. She started with
Photoshop 7 about eight years ago and has
continued to upgrade as they did, adding
Lightroom when it was still in beta.
Kelly has taught Photoshop classes and
presented photography programs for many
camera clubs and groups throughout
Michigan, as well as Arizona and Florida.
She currently teaches Photoshop at
Workshoots Studio in Grand Rapids.
Kelly has also led seminars on Lightroom,
and teaches at the SWMCCC Summer
Weekend of Photography.
Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com

Welcome New Members

Newsletters are planned for every month
except July and August. If you have GRCC news,
information or photos for the February
Lights & Shadows, please get these submitted
on or before Tuesday, January 27, 2015.
You can send them to the Lights & Shadows editor:
LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

Visitors are Welcome to
Attend our Meetings!
Regular meetings
are held the third
Wednesday of the month
except February, July
and August.
Time:
Location:
		
		

7:15 PM
Boy Scouts of America
3213 Walker Ave. NW
Walker, MI

We have three new members who joined our
club at the December meeting. They are
Natalie Lopez who shoots with a Canon,
Christine Darnell who shoots with a Canon and
Mark Darnell who shoots with a Sony.
Please welcome Natalie, Christine and Mark
when you see them.

First Drive After
Exit Traffic Light

LAKE MICHIGAN DR

WALKER AVE

27

Mark Your Calendars

COVELL

JAN.

28 TH ST

Graphic Design Services provided by Greg Ferguson at GV Graphics • Helping Your Business Look Good • Web: gvg.us • Email: greg@gvg.us

Tips From Kelly...
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