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It’s that tIme agaIn to RevIew and Reflect...
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From Our President

Once again the end of the year is rapidly approaching. I always look
forward to December because I love the snow and, of course, the
holidays. But I also take time in December to review and reflect on the year.

Over the past year, our club membership has remained above 110 members. We see more 
than half of our members in attendance at each of our monthly meetings! Through our 
programs, we have traveled to Iceland and seen portraits of Detroit. We have seen members’ 
mini programs and their favorite images. We have enjoyed presentations on varied subjects 
like photography’s influence on fine art and steampunk.

This year we have had several extra meetings to address members’ requests for more
photographic education. We have had a portrait shoot, a tabletop shoot, a presentation on 
LightRoom and a discussion of composition.  These meetings have been well received and 
very well attended. I would like to thank Joe Hempstead, our Vice President of Programs, 
for the wonderful job he has done this past year. I wish him the best in his new home in 
Indiana. Remember, we are still looking for someone willing to take on the role of
Vice President of Programs for the remainder of Joe’s term.

In 2013, our members participated in the Glennie Nature Salon, an international
photographic competition. For the first time in many years, we are participating as a club in 
the Photographic Society of America international competitions. We have shared our work 
in an exhibit at the Wyoming Public Library. Once again, members of our club won photo 
contests associated with both the summer and winter State Games of Michigan. After an 
outing to the Air Zoo in Kalamazoo, several of our members will have their images used on 
the 2015 calendar for the Air Zoo as well as postcards that will be sold in the Fly Buy store.
  

Diane
Durand

Continued on page 2 - See DURAND

Air Zoo photos taken by Diane Durand
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welcome new membeRs to gRcc

new emaIl addRess foR dIgItal cooRdInatoR

by Christine Mooney, Treasurer

by Jim Shearer, Jr., 
Digital Coordinator

We have two new members who joined our club at the November meeting. Joe Hirschmugl 
who shoots with a Nikon and Tom Sego who also shoots with a Nikon.  Also, Lori Huff, a 
former member, rejoined.  Lori shoots with a Canon.

Please welcome Joe, Tom and Lori to GRCC when you see them.

We are now ready to receive your competition images or any other email topic for our
Digital Coordinator at a new email address: images@grcameraclub.org . You may start using 
this address in December and we will also accept email at our current address of:
digital@grcameraclub.org through December. Starting in January we would like everyone to 
use: images@grcameraclub.org email address. Our Membership Manual and Website will be 
updated to reflect this change as well.

Former member Passes away...

Gerrit TePastte, who was a member of GRCC for a long time, passed away 
on Sunday, November 16, 2014 at the age of 96. Gerrit was an avid artist 
and photographer, and was the owner and designer of Key Decorating.

 The New Year is fast approaching and it’s time to renew your membership dues for 2015
($25 for an individual, or $35 for 2 people living at the same address).

 January 31, 2015 Deadline  - You can pay at the December or January meetings, or
use PayPal which is available on the GRCC website for an additional $1 processing fee.

Click on “Join Our Club” or “Contact Us” to find the PayPal link.

 by Christine Mooney,
Treasurer of the Grand Rapids Camera ClubmembeRshIp dues

This year saw the passing of two long time former members, Jack Carter and Gerrit
TePastte. While they may no longer be with us, their influence is still felt in the club.

Thanks to all of you who work so hard to make the meetings, workshops, and exhibitions 
a success. I hope each of you has enough time to review, reflect and celebrate.
I also hope you all have a safe, happy and peaceful holiday season.

DURAND - Continued from page 1

mailto:images@grcameraclub.org
mailto:digital@grcameraclub.org
mailto:images@grcameraclub.org
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by Jeanne Quillan, Competition Chair and Coordinator 

Our annual year-end competition is in view, as always to be held the last weekend in 
January. It is our hope that all of our members who have competed this year will enter 
their images for a chance to win an award.  All images that were entered this year 
are eligible, and only images entered this year (2014). You will compete with other 
members, the one time of year that is a true competition. Members are grouped into 
two skill levels so you will compete with those who achieved similar scores throughout 
the year. As you prepare your images for entry in the December Monthly Competition, 
there are a few things you may want to keep in mind.
 
In order to be considered for Photographer of the Year, you must have entered a
minimum of 40 entries, digital and prints combined. The Photographer of the Year 
award is presented to the member who has achieved the highest average score in all 
categories and divisions. 

There will be a limit of 10 images in each category (per division).  To be able to enter 
the maximum of images possible, you may want to check your previous 2014 entries 
and enter your December images in the category that will help you the most.  For those 
that need them, I have a record of all your 2014 competition images.
 
The full explanation and rules for the year-end competition can be found in our
membership manual located on the website at:
http://www.grcameraclub.org/uploads/pdfs/GRCC_-_Membership_Manual_2013.pdf  
beginning on page 13.  More information will be coming in the January newsletter. 
- Jeanne

Jeanne
Quillan

assIgned subjects 

just a RemIndeR 

See our website for more specifics.  Click on Competition Corner,
and then click on the assigned subject to view a description.

December .....Clocks

October .........Churches of Any Kind
November .....Latches, Handles
  and Hinges
December .....Starts with “Z”

January ....Circles
March ......Bottles
April ........Tools
May .........Predominantly Red

June .......Bird’s-Eye View

     SUMMER BREAK
September .......Shoes

2014

2015

If you have any changes to your email address or
other information (to keep our membership list up-to-date), 

email Christine Mooney at:
treasurer@grcameraclub.org

http://www.grcameraclub.org/uploads/pdfs/GRCC_-_Membership_Manual_2013.pdf
mailto:treasurer@grcameraclub.org
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gRcc Image of the month by Jeanne Quillan

WHY I LIKED IT:
At our November meeting I was asked 
to be the judge for selecting the Photo of 
the Month. I choose from the assigned 
category Abstracts. The second photo
to be projected on the screen was 
Abstract Cat by Randy Wegener. When 
Randy’s photo hit the screen I was 
drawn to symmetry of the trees from the 
ground up fading into the treetops. As I 
was drawn into the center of the photo I 
realized that cat eyes were peering back 
at me. So my focus changed suddenly, 
from the trees to the cat looking back at 
me. Of course there were several other 
very good photos, but in the end,
the Cat wins! 
       - Larry

HOW I CREATED IT:
For the assigned subject of Abstracts I decided to 
do a montage image. In the days of film this was 
often done by sandwiching two slides together. 
With digital, you have a lot more control by using 
layers. In Photoshop I blended images together 
using four layers. Layer #1 was a close-up portrait 
of a cat and layer #2 was a view of trees taken 
with a wide-angle lens pointing straight up. The 
opacity was adjusted to obtain the desired blend 
and the eraser tool was used on the cat’s eyes and 
nose so that the trees didn’t blend into those areas. 
On layer #3 I blended in a sky image to add a 
little texture and color to the dull gray sky of the 
tree image, and layer #4 was a water ripple action. 
The image was then flattened and sized
for competition.
      - Randy

This digital entry from the previous month’s competition was chosen GRCC Image of 
the Month. This image appealed to Larry Horn and may not necessarily be the image that 
scored the highest. Next month’s image will be chosen by a different member.

“Abstract Cat”  by Randy Wegener
Selected by Larry Horn

Jeanne
Quillan



The

5

thRee thIngs needed In 2015 bY l&s edItoR
by Greg Ferguson
Editor of the Lights & Shadows

Let’s make the most of our
Lights & Shadows newsletter...
If you have news that is photo-

graphically related about yourself 
or another member, send it my 

way. Just click on the email link 
below and include “Member 

News” in the subject line.

Photography popularity is increasing 
because of advances in technology and 
the internet. When you discover some-

thing (you’ve bought or seen on the 
internet) that you think our members 
might like, send me the info or link. 

Use the email link below and include 
“Photograpy News” in the subject line.  

Let me know what you think about 
our newsletter. We have articles 

submitted by many GRCC mem-
bers, and feedback and comments 

are welcomed and appreciated.
Use the email link below and 

include “L&S Feedback”
in the subject line.

by GRRC Member Marilyn Keigley

 Our Club’s Barn Preservation Gallery needs 
more images.  Here’s just one good reason.
In October 2012, I took this fall image of a barn 
south of Ludington. The “Arctic Cat” barn was on 
a beautiful country road on a Michigan Centen-
nial Farm (family owned for over 100 years).  
This October 2014, I went back to capture a new 
image and found the barn was torn down.
 
Many barns are fading fast and I’m glad I 
chanced down a side road one day to catch the 
Arctic Cat barn.  Don’t put off capturing an
interesting barn image, as I recently missed an op-

portunity near Belding.  For several years I passed a barn that had a beautiful white-blossom tree that was 
perfectly positioned next to the faded barn wood, never stopping to photograph it. Now only a silo stands.

As photographers, we record and preserve images, but if you want to know about physical preservation, 
visit the Michigan Barn Preservation Network (MBPN) at www.mibarn.net .  You might also find some 
photo ideas there.  Some barns have been preserved with the help of MBPN and others have been reno-
vated into wedding venues, antique shops, or wineries, for example.  Barns are a bit like grandparents—
aging, needing joint repair, ancestrally significant, and in need of being photographed.

If you have Michigan barn images, you can send them to the club’s Barn Preservation Project Gallery at 
webmaster@grcameraclub.org .

The club’s Barn Project Gallery is at www.grcameraclub.org/galleries/detail/barn-preservation .

Member News Photography News L&S Feedback

“LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org”

www.mibarn.net
mailto:webmaster@grcameraclub.org
www.grcameraclub.org/galleries/detail/barn
mailto:LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org
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two women won “photogRapheR of the YeaR” In 1959

note to photogRapheRs wIth gRcc web galleRIes 

Starting in January, I will no longer be applying copyrights to submitted photos for our 
web galleries (since some of these photos may not need a copyright included).
The Member Gallery Guidelines have been updated (Step 4). See the new guidelines here:
http://www.grcameraclub.org/uploads/pdfs/member_gallery_guidelines_11-26-2014.pdf

Don’t worry... you can easily embed a copyright on any of your photos if you want before 
sending them to me (I will soon have a video up on our website to show you how). 

 The Grand Rapids Camera Club was started in 1899, 
and it took 60 years for a woman to be named
“Photographer of the Year.”  In 1959 two women took 
top honors, Dolores Schroeder and Maxine Fuson.  
Dolores had the highest number of points in monthly 
competition for black and white prints earning her the 
coveted “Print Photographer of the Year” and Maxine 
earned the “Color Photographer of the Year” trophy for 
color slide competition.

Both women were heavily involved with photo-
graphy; Dolores Schroeder made all her own prints
in her home darkroom.  She was treasurer of the
Grand Rapids Area Chapter of PSA and co-editor of 
SWMCCC newsletter.  Maxine Fusion worked for 
her father at Fusion’s Camera Shop on Ottawa Ave. 
in Grand Rapids.  Her skills with slide photography 
earned her acceptance in international salons.
She was also district representative of PSA and
General Chairman for their Regional Convention.

In 1959 The Grand Rapids Camera Club consisted 
of 50 active members; only 15 of them were women.  
Winning “Photographer of the Year” was no easy feat 
for the ladies.

From the GRCC Archives
by Caroline Shearer, GRCC Historian

by Matt Hendricks, GRCC Webmaster

http://www.grcameraclub.org/uploads/pdfs/member_gallery_guidelines_11-26-2014.pdf
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LAKE  MICHIGAN DR

First Drive After
Exit Traffic LightvIsItoRs aRe welcome to

attend ouR meetIngs!
Regular meetings
are held the third

Wednesday of the month
except February, July 

and August.

 Time:  7:15 PM
 Location:  Boy Scouts of America
  3213 Walker Ave. NW
  Walker, MI

maRk YouR calendaRs

Thank you to Evie Carrier, Garnette Port,
Kathy Kendall and Jan Lewis for bringing 

treats to our November meeting.
 

December is “Finger Foods Time.” 
Everyone can bring and share their favorite 

treat during our December meeting.

tIps fRom kellY...

Reset YouR coloR pIckeR

by GRRC Member
Kelly Walkotten

The color picker tool is represented by your two 
color squares which are, by default, black in the 
foreground color and white in the background 
color. If any time you lose track of where you 
are in editing your image, you can reset the color 
squares to their default settings by simply
pressing D on your keyboard to reset it back 
to the default black and white. If you want to 
switch background and foreground colors, you 
can do so simply by pressing X. This is a handy 
tool to have when you’re working with text.
To change the color of one of the color squares, 
click on a color square. This brings up the color 
picker, where you can select a new color.

Kelly
Walkotten

Kelly Walkotten is a West Michigan
Photographer, Presenter, and Teacher of 

Adobe Photoshop Elements, Photoshop CS6 
and Lightroom 4. She started with Photoshop 
7 about eight years ago and has continued to 
upgrade as they did, adding Lightroom when 

it was still in the beta version.
Kelly has taught Photoshop classes and 

presented photography programs for many 
camera clubs and groups throughout

Michigan, as well as Arizona and Florida. 
She currently teaches Photoshop at

Workshoots Studio in Grand Rapids. Kelly 
has also led seminars on Lightroom, and 

teaches at the SWMCCC Summer Weekend 
of Photography.

Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com

Newsletters are planned for every month
except July and August.  If you have 

GRCC news, information or photos for the 
January Lights & Shadows, please
get these submitted on or before
Saturday, December 27, 2014.

You can send them to
the Lights & Shadows editor at:

       LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org
27
DEC.

by Caroline Shearer

gvg.us
mailto:greg@gvg.us
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com
mailto:LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

