
1

A Big ThAnk You, And A Big opporTuniTY. . .

Diane
Durand

November 2014      Vol.116  No. 9      www.GrCameraClub.orG

From Our President

by Kelly Walkotten

A BIG THANK YOU:
Our current Vice President of Programs, Joe Hempsted, is moving out of state. He has done a 
great job setting up our monthly programs and workshops over the last year. And he has most 
of the programs and workshops already arranged thru June 2015.  Thank you Joe!!

A BIG OPPORTUNITY:
GRCC needs someone to take the position for the remaining eight months of Joe’s 2-year term.
If you’re interested in becoming more involved in the club, becoming our VP of Programs may 
be what you want to do. As part of the GRCC Board of Directors, you’ll help guide our club.

The position does have responsibilities, and it requires a serious commitment. Initially, you 
would be confirming the arrangements that Joe had set up, and communicating that with our 
newsletter and web people each month. You would introduce the program speakers at the
meetings and workshops, and also attend the six board meetings per year.

The time may to right to try out the VP of Programs position (since it is a short term of just 
eight months). Plus it has some nice benefits:
 1. It would allow you to become more involved in the club right away,
 2. Most of the programs and workshops have been arranged already thru June 2015, and
 3. We have many people in our club with ideas, suggestions and connections to assist you.

Please let me know if you are interested in the VP of Programs position, so I can put your 
name on the ballot and set up a special election.

If you have any questions about the position, please feel free to call (534-8561) or e-mail me 
directly (durand3311@netzero.net).

This Quilted Cornucopia was photographed by Vicky Ferguson
at the Delta Plex during the WMQG 2014 Quilts on the Grand

in early October of this year.

The Cornucopia was part of a quilt by Diane McCallum
from Alto, Michigan entitled “Enchanted Autumn”.

The show was sponsored by the West Michigan Quilter’s Guild. 



The

2

MeMBer inTerview: elizABeTh (BeTTY) wesTrA by Greg Ferguson

“Autumn Beauty” “Autumn Glory”

Continued on page 3 - See Westra

1. Betty, can you give our GRCC members some background information on yourself?
I was born and raised in Grand Rapids, Michigan where I graduated from Calvin College with 
a B.A. in English. After teaching English for two years at Comstock Park Middle School, I 
returned to school and received my M.A. in education at MSU. While I attended there a friend 
set me up on a blind date with my husband, as he was a teacher also. She figured that we would 
be perfect together. She was right. After I taught English, I left to be a stay at home mom. Our 
children are grown and gone from home now. During that time we lived in Muskegon where I 
wrote and had published many articles, short stories and poems in children’s magazines. More 
recently I taught Writing for Children for the Institute of Children’s Literature for ten years, 
after which I tutored for the SLD Learning Center tutoring students who have dyslexia. I took 
photos infrequently before my husband retired, but then he encouraged me to get involved with 
digital photography. I’ve greatly enjoyed photography since then, and wish I had gotten into it 
sooner. It’s another creative outlet.

2. What made you decide to join GRCC and when?
An ad for the GRCC caught my eye, and I showed it to my husband. I thought it would be
encouraging to join something where we could get our photos seen by others, get them rated 
and learn more about photography. This was shortly after he retired, so we were also
looking for something we could do together. I thought this was a way for me to learn more 
about photography.

3. What kind of photography do you like to do?
Since God’s creation has always inspired me even in my writing, I love to photograph scenery, 
especially flowers, animals, people or anything that catches my interest. I look at things
differently now that I am taking photos. I see possibilities  everywhere I look. I had always 
wished I was a painter when I saw a beautiful scene, and now I can capture it with my camera.
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4. What advice can you give others in the club to help them with their photography?
Since I’m still learning, and the other members of the club know more about photography than 
I do, I’m hoping to learn from them. 

5. What are some of the things you would like to see done within the club?
I wish there were more classes to help those of us who are still learning, especially about what 
makes a good photo and how to get the best photo possible from a scene or situation. I would 
like more feedback on my photos other than the scores we get at club competitions. How can 
I improve specific photos? What should I have done differently? How could I have made this 
photo a real standout?

“Blue Wild Flower”
“Hurricane Survivor”

“Sailboats in the Sun” “Shakelford Island Wild Horses”

We also photograph for the Master Arts Theater group. Even though it’s volunteer and we don’t 
get paid, I enjoy taking photos of the plays and getting to know the actors and directors. We 
consider this an enjoyable mission.

WESTRA - Continued from page 2
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Steve
Port

Timed exposure
Steve Port’s

A Bit of Photographic History

A QuoTe FroM The pAsT, looking ForwArd... 

I believe it is safe to say that a well-crafted statement is capable 
of drawing and holding the attention of a large percentage of the 
population.  I have previously listed quotes of famous photogra-
phers because of the relevance to our shared passion. I recently 
found another; this from photographer Imogen Cunningham 
(1883-1976), “Which of my photographs is my favorite?
The one I am going to take tomorrow.”
So, does this famous statement reflect her life or was it just a 
sound bite for the press?  Imogen acquired her first camera in 
1901 at age 18 (a 4x5 view camera accompanied by a box of 
glass plates).  For a life-long devotee of photography, her next 
move was a bit strange.  She immediately lost interest and sold 
her gear, only to reignite about five years later under the

influence of the work of Gertrude Kasebier.
Her photographic engine picked up steam from there.  First botanical photography
and then portraiture, photo-chemistry, nudes, industrial landscapes, the human hand, 
documentary street photography and ugly men all became cherished subjects.
During that time, she also married her nude model, had three children and then
divorced her husband after he refused to move to New York for her work at Vanity Fair 
(so don’t become upset if your significant other says he/she must go shooting).
Her fame and influence spread from coast to coast.  In 1932 she co-founded Group f/64 
with Ansel Adams as they promoted the photographic movement from pictorialism to a 
more simple and direct subject presentation through purely photographic methods.
Besides Ansel Adams, Imogen associated with Edward Weston, Alfred Stieglit and 
other storied photographers of her time.  
Photographing right up to her death at age 93 in 1976, Imogen Cunningham most
certainly did deliver on her famous statement.  Check out her work displayed in
countless places on the internet.

Photographer
Imogen Cunningham

Just a Reminder...
If you have any changes to your email address or other information 

(to keep our membership list up-to-date), email Christine Mooney at:
treasurer@grcameraclub.org
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MeeTing presenTATion:
CoMpeTiTion phoTogrAphY -
FroM CAMerA CluBs To
inTernATionAl exhiBiTion sAlons

presenTATions & workshops
by Joe Hempstead, VP of Programs

Competition in photography has been a mainstay of the 
Grand Rapid Camera Club since its beginning in 1898 
and has high interest for many of its current members. 
Images in competition have to grab the judges’
attention and excite them. Many photographers work 
hard in creating a great competition image, only to be 
able to use it twice in competition - the monthly and the 
year-end club competitions. Our Council’s (SWMCCC) 
semi-annual competition used to be an additional outlet 
for over 50 years, but no more. The GRCC Board has 
recently instituted Club participation in a few PSA
sanctioned international competitions as an additional 
venue. For those desiring to find even more additional 
outlets for competition images should consider the 
hundreds of international exhibitions sanctioned by PSA 
(The Photographic Society of America) and FIAP of 
France. With the digital age, it is very easy.
Dave Whitson will show you how to enter your favorite 
images into international exhibitions as an individual 
and get you on the road to achieving international
exposure. Attend the November GRCC meeting and 
learn how to compete internationally.
Our PSA District Representative, Kelly Walkotten, will 
join Dave to give a short talk about PSA and their
benefits for individuals.

Dave Whitson has been a member of the Grand Rapids Camera Club since 1977, serving as 
Vice President and President for two terms each. He then served on the Board of Directors for 
about two decades. Dave has participated in the GRCC competitions since 1978. He joined 
PSA in 1979. After dabbling in international competition with color slides and prints in the 
1980’s, Dave recently returned to the digital-age version of international exhibition photogra-
phy in January of 2012. To date, Dave is a multi-Star exhibitor in PSA with his works
having been exhibited in over 30 countries on six of the seven continents. 

Speaker: Dave Whitson, GRCC Member

19
NOV.

Weds.

Photo by Kelly Walkotten

Photo by
Don Wollander

1981 Photo by
Joe Timmer

Photo by
Dave Whitson

1982 Photo by
   Evelyn Zeek
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by Jeanne Quillan, Competition Chair and Coordinator 

Have you ever wondered what happens to your images once you upload them and enter 
them in competition? What becomes of them once the competition is over?  Those are 
big questions, and questions that some of our members have asked in the past.
 
Jim Shearer is the Digital Coordinator who prepares your images for competition.
I am the Competition Coordinator, and I maintain records and scores and upload them 
onto our website. I like to think that Jim and I work flawlessly together in handling 
your entries.
First, Jim downloads your entries and sends you an email letting you know that he has 
received them. If you don’t hear from him in a reasonable time, be sure to contact one 
of us to inquire. If you don’t get the email, he probably didn’t get the images!  Second, 
images are checked to see if they are sized and named correctly. Next, the images are 
then imported into Lightroom, and thumbnail sheets of all digital images are printed. 
Last, the images are transferred to the club’s computer where he reviews the entire 
program with our projector and large screen to check for problems. We want all to go 
well on competition night!  A day or so before the meeting, Jim will send me a copy 
via Dropbox of all the images entered in competition.
These photos are available to me until all records and scoring spreadsheets are
completed. I am always willing to try to answer your questions or concerns
regarding your entries, and I am able to look at them to facilitate the discussion.
If I am scheduled to be a judge, I will not see your entry until after the competition 
(Jim does not judge). At the meeting, as the scores are announced, they are recorded 
on the previously printed thumbnail sheets. During the following days, I prepare a list 
of the competition scores, update the Year-to-Date scores and Lifetime Merit points, 
and upload those onto the website.  I also maintain a list of titles and scores for each 
member for the entire calendar year.
 
So, now you may ask the second question...
“What is going to happen to my images now that the competition is over?” 

Those that qualify for the PSA Club Competitions (with scores of 13, 14, and 15)
I save to a folder for future judge’s selection. Also, I find that some images have a lot 
of merit and are useful for training future judges or used in a workshop. I will possibly 
save a copy to use for that purpose. Jim retains your images for use in the GRCC
Year-End Competition for those that choose to enter. 
Lastly, be assured that neither Jim nor I will ever use your images for any other 
purpose without your express permission. If one of your images qualifies for PSA or 
another competition, we will need to obtain your permission to enter the image(s). 
- Jeanne

Jeanne
Quillan
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grCC iMAge oF The MonTh by Jeanne Quillan

WHY I LIKED IT:
I picked Randy Zwier’s “Grand Vista” after 
much deliberation. My selection narrowed 
to three very good images. While viewing 
Randy’s image, I pictured myself sitting on 
the deck of our log cabin, sipping a pina
colada, looking out over the “Grand Vista”. 
So relaxing! My decision was made.
Everything seemed just right: Composition, 
light and shadows, beautiful sky and overall 
sharpness of the image. I really liked it!!
 - Jim

HOW I CREATED IT:
Last May, my wife and I had the opportunity to spend 
some time in Yosemite National Park. We drove from 
the south on Wanova Road through the Yosemite Tunnel. 
When exiting the tunnel you are presented with the
incredible vista of Tunnel View.  After spending five 
days in the park, this spot became my favorite place,
and we found our way there on several occasions.
I took three exposures at f10 at different shutter speeds, 
ISO 100 with a tripod. I processed them using Light-
room and combined them in NIK HDR Efex Pro 2.
 - Randy

This digital entry from the previous month’s competition was chosen GRCC Image of the Month. 
This image appealed to Jim Shearer Jr. and may not necessarily be the image that scored the highest. 
Next month’s image will be chosen by a different member.Jeanne

Quillan

Assigned suBjeCTs See our website for more specifics.  Click on Competition Corner,
and then click on the assigned subject to view a description.

December .....ClocksNovember .....Abstract

October .........Churches of Any Kind
November .....Latches, Handles
  and Hinges
December .....Starts with “Z”

January ....Circles
March ......Bottles
April ........Tools
May .........Predominantly Red

June .......Bird’s-Eye View

     SUMMER BREAK
September .......Shoes

2014

2015

“Grand Vista”  
by Randy Zwiers

Selected by
Jim Shearer Jr.
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welCoMe A new MeMBer To grCC by Christine Mooney
GRCC  Treasurer

Jim Knapp joined our club at the October meeting. He shoots with a Canon.  
Please welcome Jim to GRCC when you see him.

does Your CAMerA see like An owl? by GRRC Member
Marilyn Keigley

 Owls enjoy a different lens advantage than eagles.  
Eagles have sharp focus with great distance. Humans, 
owls, and eagles depend on cones and rods for sight. 
My own conclusion is that eagles seem to have a cone 
advantage (sharpness and color) and owls have a rod 
advantage (light sensitive) for seeing in low light. 
Owls have proportionately large eyes (eye sockets
that fill over half the skull), wide pupils that can be 
controlled separately, forward facing eyes, an abun-
dance of light sensitive rods, and tubular eyes that 
allow for a large cornea. These traits allow many owl 
species to see very well in low light. Information and 
speculation on just how well they can see in the dark 
seems to vary by author.  Perhaps the ears are even 
more important in hunting than their eyes.  
After reading articles about owl sight capacity, it is my 
opinion that our cameras have just as good if not better 
capability of “seeing” in low light as an owl. With ISO 
manipulation and/or long shutter speeds, the opportu-
nities for night photography are endless. Just Google 
night photography images and check out hundreds of 
them, such as, star trails with beautiful landscapes. 
The more you know about your subject, the more you 
can anticipate the next shot, capture unique features, 
and be creative.  For example, not all owls are noctur-
nal (Snowy Owl).  I used to delete eyelid shots such as 
the one seen here.  But, then I “wised-up,” as I would 
have missed seeing the interesting feather design on 
the eyelid.

1 - You can see the back of an owl’s eyes through the ear opening.
2 - Owls have three eyelids—upper for blinking, lower for sleeping and
  a nictitating membrane for cleaning.
3 - A group of owls is called a parliament, wisdom or study.  

A Few Owl
Tidbits...
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First Drive After
Exit Traffic LightvisiTors Are welCoMe To

ATTend our MeeTings!

Regular meetings
are held the third

Wednesday of the month
except February, July 

and August.

 Time:  7:15 PM
 Location:  Boy Scouts of America
  3213 Walker Ave. NW
  Walker, MI

MArk Your CAlendArs

Newsletters are planned for every month
except July and August.  If you have 

GRCC news, information or photos for the 
December Lights & Shadows,

please get these submitted on or before
Tuesday, November 25, 2014.

You can send them to
the Lights & Shadows editor at:

       LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

25
NO

V.TUES. Thank you to Rosemary VanHouten,
Greg Ferguson, Diane Charvat

and Jan Lewis for for bringing treats
to our October meeting.

-Caroline Shearer,
Coffee & Treats Coordinator

Tips FroM kellY...

in phoToshop,
The Move Tool
And Arrow keYs
Are greAT helpers

by GRRC Member
Kelly Walkotten

Get in the habit of calling up the 
Move Tool with the keyboard 
shortcut, which is the letter V.
Once the Move Tool is active, 
you can use your keyboard
Arrow Keys to nudge a layer or 
selection in 1 pixel increments.
To speed things up, press Shift 
along with an arrow key to nudge 
in 10 pixel increments.

Kelly
Walkotten

Kelly Walkotten is a West Michigan
Photographer, Presenter, and Teacher of 

Adobe Photoshop Elements, Photoshop CS6 
and Lightroom 4. She started with Photoshop 
7 about eight years ago and has continued to 
upgrade as they did, adding Lightroom when 

it was still in the beta version.
Kelly has taught Photoshop classes and 

presented photography programs for many 
camera clubs and groups throughout

Michigan, as well as Arizona and Florida. 
She currently teaches Photoshop at

Workshoots Studio in Grand Rapids. Kelly 
has also led seminars on Lightroom, and 

teaches at the SWMCCC Summer Weekend 
of Photography.

Her work can be viewed at:
www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com


