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Be InspIred By Fall and artprIze

Help IF you Can...

Diane
Durand

OctOber 2014      VOl.116  No. 8      www.Grcameraclub.OrG

From Our President

by Diane Durand

by Kelly Walkotten

Fall is one of my favorite times of the year. The weather is cooling, the sun less harsh. It is 
time for football, pumpkins, apple cider and, of course, changing colors. I am always motivat-
ed to catch the quickly changing views with my camera. I encourage all of you to get out and 
enjoy the season and be inspired.
 
Here in Grand Rapids we have a unique event we can use for inspiration - ArtPrize. While the 
Grand Rapids Camera Club is in its 116th year, ArtPrize is only in its sixth. But, ArtPrize has 
brought hundreds of thousands of people to our beautiful city to view art. ArtPrize offers us 
the opportunity to view others’ works of art in many different media - metal, sculpture, paint, 
clay, performance art and even photography. By seeing all of these different forms of art, we 
may become inspired to create our own new art. I encourage all of you to get out and enjoy 
ArtPrize. Go to the venues and see what other artists are doing. Use their vision to create your 
own. See what they see and be inspired by their talent, their vision.

Each of us sees the world through the experiences we’ve had and the knowledge we possess. 
Our club’s monthly competition allows us a view into each other’s photographic psyche. We 
see images that are different from anything we have produced. Hopefully, these images will 
inspire us. Hopefully, we will extend ourselves, step outside our comfort zone
and stretch our imagination
to see the world
in a different way.

ArtPrize 2011 photos taken in 2011 by Diane Durand. All rights reserved.

A long-time member and fellow photographer was sick for over a year. She has recovered, but has many 
outstanding medical bills. Her computer died seven months ago and she is trying to save enough money to 
purchase a used one where she can continue to do her photo editing and also be able to use email and send 
in entries. She would like to start competing with us again. I am looking for anyone who has a computer 
that they no longer need that they would either donate or sell to me for a nominal fee. I will see that she gets 
it so she can continue on with her photography. Email me if you can help. Thanks, Kelly.
Kelly Walkotten (Email: scubakellyw@comcast.net).

www.GRCameraClub.org
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Greg
Ferguson

artprIze 2014 - a Great Gr event by Greg Ferguson

Photos taken by John Jensen and 
Vicky Ferguson.  John used a Sony 

Cyber-shot DSC-HX200V, and
Vicky used a Canon PowerShot

SX210IS.
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Steve
Port

travelInG wItH a smaller Camera - my eIGHt tIps

Last we spoke, we were leaving on our “vacation of a lifetime” in the Mediterranean.  I had 
nervously abandoned my DSLR in favor of a new “bridge” (almost pocketable) camera 
to cut down on mass and volume.  I felt I might not do justice to the places and events we 
hoped to see with my less formidable hardware.  While I’m confident that a bigger camera 
might be better, I believe my smaller gear was more than able to accomplish my objectives.  
I’ll let you be the judge; if you like, go to:  http://steveport.smugmug.com
  
Other things I learned from my photographic adventure are:

 1.  Smaller form factor cameras draw less
  attention in public. Theft of such small
  devices is less likely.

 2.  Customs and airlines pay little or no attention  
  to these things.

 3.  “Zooming” with your feet is pretty easy even
   in crowded urban settings.

 4.  Low light is very manageable with the latest
   sensors and anti-noise algorithms.

 5.  When viewed on monitors or projectors,
  smaller file sizes still yield great detail.

 6.  Fancy tricks like “in-camera HDR” can be occasionally handy.

 7.  Self-awareness of light levels and the ability to quickly over or under expose is critical.
 
 8.  Thinking more and shooting less can improve the odds of success.

Something that somewhat expectedly rose to the top of my photographic challenges was the 
miniscule time allowed to accomplish any given shot.  We had enrolled in numerous driving 
and/or guided tours in most of our ports-of-call.  In order to maximize value and “see it all,” 
we found ourselves in a whirlwind of driving, walking, and listening to innumerable historic 
and interesting facts.  As my private and not so secret objective was one of photography, all 
these served to distract from my mission.  My fallback style for many years was to develop 
a “run and gun” photographic technique.  I know in my heart this runs counter to all the 
“rules”, but sometimes, you just need to “make it happen!”  My smaller gear was a real help 
in this situation.  To give you an idea how prevalent this was, I saw only two tripods in use 
on our entire trip.

The question left hanging since the birth of photography remains “great hardware or great 
photographic skill – which is most necessary?”  Well, maybe a little of each.

“Venizia” by Steve Port
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meetInG presentatIon:  FavorIte pHotos By you!

presentatIons & worksHops
by Joe Hempstead, VP of Programs

15
OCT.

Weds.

oCtoBer worksHop:  taBletop pHotoGrapHy

Club member Mike Mitchell will host a workshop on still-life tabletop
photography. Mike will bring all of the necessary equipment and 
subjects. He will demonstrate lighting, arrangements, focusing and 
exposure.  If you would like to experiment with your own subject 
and equipment, bring your camera, tripod and an item you would
like to photograph.

Here is an opportunity for everybody to get involved. There are a lot of good photographers in 
our club who never enter competitions. Even those who do enter have favorite photos that they 
haven’t entered or got low scores, but are still Favorites.

We would especially like to see the work of members who don’t routinely enter pictures in 
competition. Email one or two of your all-time favorite pictures in .jpg format to
digital@grcameraclub.org There are no restrictions except good taste. During the meeting you 
will be invited to tell us briefly what makes the pictures special to you, if you wish. Members 
will be encouraged to give you feedback and constructive suggestions. However, there will be 
no judging; just sharing.

All pictures submitted must be digital files, no prints. Size the image to a maximum of
1024 x 1024 pixels. If you’re unfamiliar with the way to resize your pictures, email your full 
resolution files to Jim Shearer (digital@grcameraclub.org) and we’ll take care of the rest. 
Files should be jpg named with “F_(YourFirstNameLastName)_” and then the numeral one or 
two to indicate the order in which should like them to appear. Example: F_JohnSmith_1  and 
F_JohnSmith_2.

22
OCT.

Weds.

7 PM
at the

Boy
Scout
Center

Submission Deadline: Sunday, October 5 at midnight.
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CompetItIon Corner - psa InterCluB CompetItIons

by Jeanne Quillan, Competition Chair 

I am excited to share that The Grand Rapids Camera Club will begin to enter in the PSA INTER-
CLUB COMPETITIONS, beginning this month.  In doing so, we will be competing with other 
Camera clubs of similar skills within the USA and other countries.  Since we are a club with many 
excellent photographers, it is time to push our competitions up a notch. This is a CLUB competi-
tion, not an individual one, so we will be entering what we feel are the best images our club has to 
offer. However, we will be competing for both club and individual awards.
 
• Categories are Pictorial (Open), Nature, Creative, and Photojournalism.
• There will be 4 “rounds” of competitions throughout the year, ending in April or May. 
• Rules allow 6 images per round, with only one or two images per member per category. This
 helps assure a better diversity among entrants. 
• The competition Coordinator will maintain a file of our best images entered in monthly
 competitions. All images that receive a score of 13, 14, or 15 will be included, along with some  
 receiving a score of 12.  Occasionally, one with a lower score may be considered when it is  
 clear the image did not receive the recognition it deserved.
• From those saved images, a selection committee consisting of 3 experienced GRCC judges will
  select what they consider to be the best images for entry for each round.
• This is a digital-only competition. Prints that have received a score of 13 or above can be sent
  in digital form to be considered for entry by the selection committee.  
• If your image is selected for entry, we will contact you asking your permission to upload it and
  enter the competition. 
• The image size allowed in PSA competition is 1024 x 768. Vertical images can be no more than  
 768 pixels tall. Since the Grand Rapids Camera Club allows up to 1024 pixels vertical, some  
 vertical images may need to be resized by the competition coordinator or the maker.  We will  
 resize only with your permission and we will make sure the resizing does not distort or change
  the quality or the impact of your image.  
• The selection committee reserves the right to change the category in which the image was
 originally entered when necessary. 
• In the PJ category, we will be sending only one image per entry. While the GRCC allows up to  
 four images for a PJ entry, it is not the norm for PSA competitions. If your series is selected for  
 entry, judges will choose the best single image for entry.
• All makers must be GRCC members with their dues paid up at the time of entry
 to be eligible.

Jeanne
Quillan

Just a Reminder...
If you have any changes to your email address or other information 
(to keep our membership list up-to-date), email Christine Mooney at:
treasurer@grcameraclub.org
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GrCC ImaGe oF tHe montH by Jeanne Quillan

WHY I LIKED IT:
I chose the Assigned Subject title of “Red Onion” by Linda Greer 
as September’s Image of the Month. I was immediately hit with 
the impact and simplicity of this image. The composition is great 
and the lighting is fantastic. The exposure is right on the money.
 
After being asked to choose the image for this honor,
I made notes during the digital competition. The first image
that I listed was “Red Onion” and it was still at the top of
my list of five at the end. There were many strong images,
including the five that I made note of, but after a short
deliberation, my choice was clear.
 -Dave

HOW I CREATED IT:
For the assigned “Fruits & Veg-
etables,” I started with multi-object 
still lifes, but then noticed how a 
back-lit slice of a fruit or vegetable 
had a different presence.

I chose the red onion because of 
its texture, color and line, and used 
Photoshop and Topaz to display 
more of its intricacies.

I used a 200mm lens, shot at f/8.
 -Linda

This digital entry from the previous month’s competition was chosen GRCC Image of the Month. 
This image appealed to Dave Whitson and may not necessarily be the image that scored the highest. 
Next month’s image will be chosen by a different member.Jeanne

Quillan

assIGned suBjeCts See our website for more specifics.  Click on Competition Corner,
and then click on the assigned subject to view a description.

December .....ClocksNovember .....Abstract

October .........Churchs of Any Kind
November .....Latches, Handles
  and Hinges
December .....Starts with “Z”

January ....Circles
March ......Bottles
April ........Tools
May .........Predominantly Red

October .........Optical Illusions

June .......Bird’s-Eye View

     SUMMER BREAK
September .......Shoes

2014

2015

“Red Onion”  
by Linda Greer

Chosen by
Dave Whitson
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does your Camera see lIke an eaGle? by GRCC member
Marilyn Keigley

“One who says it can’t be done should not interrupt one doing it.”
 ---Anonymous

Can you imagine being on a very flat and wide-
open freeway, getting out of your car at a mile 
marker and seeing a mouse 1½ miles down the 
road?  We would need the bird watcher’s special 
scope or some super telescope! But, an eagle 
could see the mouse very well.  Eagles have 
1,000,000 light-sensitive cells per square mm of 
retina compared to the human eye with 200,000.  
Eagles even have larger eyes; human eye
diameter is 24mm compared to, for example,
the large White-tailed Sea Eagle at 46mm
diameter. These traits allow eagles to see prey 
in a 3-square mile area from an altitude of 1,000 
feet.

One can only dream about how nice a compact, 
bionic, eagle-eye-size lens would be at the end 
of your camera, instead of an extremely long 
and heavy zoom.  It would be super sharp, with 
a super f-stop, and it would have perfect focus 
forward and sideways at the same time.
Camera technology allows us some marvelous 
capabilities but never as good as the eagle’s.
As photographers, we can perhaps more deeply appreciate this extraordinary sight ability, as we are 
always looking for better lenses with fine glass and longer zoom to capture birds and other creatures.  

And if super sight is not enough, hold on to your tripod!  Not only can eagles see farther and sharper, 
while focusing forward and sideways, they see a wider range of the electromagnetic spectrum than 
humans. We have 3 receptors (cones) for color (RGB).  Birds have 4 cones that include the ability to see 
UV wavelengths.  And each cone has a tiny bit of oil that acts like a camera filter, allowing birds to de-
tect and differentiate more colors.  Who can even imagine what this might look like?  Perhaps it would 
be some kind of super HDR image—like HDR3?

The next time you are photographing an eagle or a hawk, note that the bird can see YOU very well.
And if an eagle could chuckle, he might just do that regarding the human attempt to match his perfect, 
compact lenses.  Perhaps as technology imitates nature—biomimicry—the future will bring lighter 
and better lenses.  After my quest for greater understanding of eagle’s sight and comparison to camera 
lenses, I am now even more in awe of our National Emblem—the Bald Eagle. 
 
Sources:  National Wildlife Federation, OneKind.Org, Cornell University Ornithology,
Hornbyeagles.com, Baldeagleinfo.com
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tIps From kelly...

Get your wHIte BalanCe rIGHt In seConds usInG a Grey Card

by GRRC Member
Kelly Walkotten

Continued on page 9 - See Walkotten

A grey card makes your life much easier in post processing. First, you save lots of time without the 
need to adjust every picture, and second, you are able to batch process in seconds the rest of the 
pictures taken in the same light condition.
Once you turn your camera on, check that your white balance on the camera is set to match the
closest lighting type.
You need to look for a button on your camera with two capital letters WB (White Balance); it is
usually placed on the top right of Canons near the LCD screen, and on the top left of Nikons.
Press WB and set it to the appropriate light situation. If, however, you are not sure what white
balance option to use – the best option is to leave it set to “auto white balance”.
All you need to do is take a picture with a grey card in that picture every time the light situation or 
the shooting location changes. You can either ask your subject to hold it or place it near a still object.

When you upload the images on your computer and start retouching them, the first thing to do is 
load a selection of same lighting situation pictures in Lightroom (I always shoot in raw). Then 
find the picture with the grey card, select the white balance tool from the top panel of the develop 
tools, and click on the grey card in your picture.

Kelly
Walkotten
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28 TH  ST

LAKE  MICHIGAN DR

First Drive After
Exit Traffic LightvIsItors are welCome to

attend our meetInGs!

Regular meetings
are held the third

Wednesday of the month
except February, July 

and August.

 Time:  7:15 PM
 Location:  Boy Scouts of America
  3213 Walker Ave. NW
  Walker, MI

The meetings are fun and informative!

mark your Calendars

Newsletters are planned for every month
except July and August.  If you have 

GRCC news, information or photos for the 
November Lights & Shadows,

please get these submitted on or before
Monday, October 27, 2014.

You can send them to
the Lights & Shadows editor at:

       LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

27
OCT

.MON. Thank you to Calvin Fagley,
Robyn Porteen, Erin Lucky and

Greg Ferguson for for bringing treats
to our September meeting.

-Caroline Shearer,
Coffee & Treats Coordinator

In the matter of a second, it will adjust your white balance and correct the colors.
All you need to do then is just sync all the other pictures in the open selection and voila!
Very quick and easy to batch process loads of images. You can use this technique in
Photoshop as well.

Walkotten - Continued from page 8

Kelly Walkotten is a West Michigan Photographer, Presenter, and Teacher of 
Adobe Photoshop Elements, Photoshop CS6 and Lightroom 4. She started 
with Photoshop 7 about eight years ago and has continued to upgrade as 

they did, adding Lightroom when it was still in the beta version.
Kelly has taught Photoshop classes and presented photography programs for 

many camera clubs and groups throughout Michigan, as well as
Arizona, and Florida. She currently teaches Photoshop at Workshoots Studio 
in Grand Rapids. Kelly has also led seminars on Lightroom, and teaches at 

the SWMCCC Summer Weekend of Photography.
Her work can be viewed at www.KellyWalkottenPhotography.com

gvg.us
mailto:greg@gvg.us
mailto:LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

