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The Cusp of summer Brings phoTo opporTuniTies

Diane
Durand
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From Our President

We have two new members who joined our club at our meeting in May. They are Pat Patton, 
who shoots with a Nikon, and Earl Van Dusen, who shoots with Canon and Nikon cameras.

Please welcome them to GRCC when you see them. 

WelCome TWo neW memBers To grCC by Christine Mooney

Once again we are on the cusp of summer. The 
weather tells us the time is here. The days are longer 
and filled with sunshine….mostly.

Many of our members will travel far and wide over 
the summer. Some may stay closer to home, but 
spend more time out and about enjoying the season. 
Wherever you go, don’t forget to take your camera!!

If you are staying close to home, I encourage you to 
explore all that the area has to offer. The John Ball 
Zoo has new animal exhibits opening this summer. 
Blues on the Mall will resume again this year at
Rosa Parks Circle downtown. The fourth annual 
State Games of Michigan will be held at various 
venues around Grand Rapids from June 20-22. There 
will be 7500 athletes competing in 40 sports. The 
deadline for registration is June 13.

July starts with the Battle Creek Festival of Flight. 
August brings the sweltering dog days of summer 
and the SWMCCC Summer School of Photography 
at Hope College. As the weather gets hotter, it is the 
perfect time to head up north or take a trip to the 
lakeshore.

Our state has so much to offer us as residents,
visitors, and especially photographers.
Enjoy the summer. Travel safely.
See you all in September!!

Photos by Diane Durand
West Michigan Tradition (top right)

Golden Flyer (above left)
Opening Ceremonies - 2012 Winner (below)

www.GRCameraClub.org
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This is a technique often used in conjunction with
on-camera flash at events.  The simple definition is that
you are leaving the shutter open longer to allow more
of the ambient light to hit your sensor/film.  But we all
know the problems that arise with a long exposure, either you move or your subject moves. So we pop 
a speedlight on to the hotshoe, set everything to Auto or Program and fire away.  Cameras and flashes 
these days are pretty good and this technique generally results in you subject perfectly exposed and 
frozen in time.  This is great if all you want was a picture of your subject with nothing but darkness 
all around.  However if you wanted to show some context this wouldn’t be so good.  So what are your 
options if you only have you, your camera, and a hot-shoe speedlight? (Note: I use the terms speedlight 
and flash here interchangeably to refer to Hot-shoe mounted flash units.)  

Option 1:  Set up a tripod (I know – I didn’t say you had to have a tripod), arrange everyone how you 
want them and then tell them they can’t move for second or so.  It will look great! But it’s not a good
solution for candid shots or fast-moving events.

Option 2:  Set your speedlight to “TTL” (Through The Lens), maybe bounce it off the ceiling or wall 
and fire away.  This often can produce usable results.  But what if the ceiling is high and black or you 
are outside?  Time for Option 3.

Option 3:  It’s time to control the light to get the image you want.  This may require using either your 
camera or speedlight (or both) in manual mode.  I won’t go into the technical aspects too deep, but here 
is the quick-take version.  You want to leave your shutter open long enough to let in enough
ambient light to expose the surroundings, and you want enough flash to expose and freeze your subject. 

In the example image shown above, I wanted show what was happening around the subject as they 
were proceeding through the auditorium.  They were relatively close (this was shot with a 35mm f/2.0 
lens) and just firing the flash would have left much of the areas around them too dark and lacking 
detail.  I had been shooting earlier in the evening and already had my camera set.  I was shooting in 
Manual Mode: 1/40th @ f/2.0, iso: 1000, Speedlight (bare): in Manual @1/32nd Power.  This gave me 
the grab shot I was looking for with the surroundings exposed enough to give context to the scene.

Follow the links in the Resources below for a MUCH more detailed technical explanation about how 
the Shutter speeds controls the ambient exposure and Aperture controls the flash (subject) exposure.  
There are also things like Flash Power, Subject-to-Flash Distance, ISO, etc., but really, go out and play 
with it, see what you like
and don’t like.

Dragging The shuTTer:
WhaT iT is, anD When To use iT
by Michael Koole

Dragging the Shutter Resources:
Excellent detailed explanation from a master (click here)

Updated with how to use TTL to balance Flash and Ambient (click here)
Another view (click here)

Creative uses of Dragging the Shutter (click here)

Michael
Koole

http://neilvn.com/tangents/flash-photography-techniques/dragging-the-shutter/
http://neilvn.com/tangents/dragging-the-shutter-revisited/
http://www.dailyphotographytips.net/question-answer/what-does-dragging-the-shutter-mean-and-when-to-use-it/
http://ricksammon.com/blog2/2013/7/2/todays-lighting-tip-drag-the-shutter
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Timed exposure
Steve Port’s

A Bit of Photographic History

Believe iT or noT...The firsT 3D images Came in 1838!

We used to go see a lot of movies, but not as much now because they cost an arm 
and a leg, and deciding what to see has become overly complicated.  Do we see it 
in IMAX, surround sound, with vibrating seats, with dinner, 2D, or 3D? 
Holographically (well, not yet)? 
Lots and lots of high-tech, new stuff, right?  Or not.
I have written previously about the Camera Obscura dating back to the ancients, 
and then Louis Daguerre and Henry Fox-Talbot in the mid-1830s for the earliest 
photographic chemistry patents.  What if I told you that the first 3D images were 
invented in 1838 virtually coincidentally with the earliest photographs by a man by 
the name of Sir Charles Wheatstone?

Sir Charles developed a device, later modified by Sir David Brewster, giving us
the world’s first portable stereoscopic viewing device.  Without photographs as yet, 
the device yielded 3D images from artist’s drawings by providing a slightly differ-
ent image for each of our eyes and a device to bring them together.  All 3D views 
for still or moving pictures continue in a similar vein today.  Most continue to 
require a set of glasses to combine the right and left image into the 3-dimensional 
experience.
I am not sure that mid-nineteenth century families had all the image viewing 
choices you and I enjoy today, but they were remarkably much closer to it than I 
had ever imagined!  Check out the new 3D television sets at your local Best Buy... 
but don’t forget Sir Charles Wheatstone, the person that got them rolling.

Steve
Port
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Description: Photography can be an intense art form that can capture as much as paintings, 
sculptures or other forms of art. Rusty Yonkers will show how he is taking his photography to 
a new level by incorporating multiple art mediums, careful planning and design work to build 
something very creative. He will display recent works that he has shot based on steampunk 
themes, pop music and storybooks. 

Biography: Rusty Yonkers initially got interested in photography in the 1960’s and 70’s,
including spending many hours in a darkroom. After years away from his “shutter-raising”
11 kids, Rusty got bit by the photography bug again several years ago. He moved from shooting 
with a Fujifilm bridge camera to a Nikon DSLR. Rusty has also moved into fashion photography, 
and now creative fine art photography. Some of his upcoming projects include modern takes on 
famous works by artists like Manet, Vermeer and Grant Woods, as well as other concepts from 
watching pop culture.

meeTing presenTaTion:
sToryTelling, sTeampunk anD sTyle18

JUNE

Weds.

by Rusty Yonkers,
GRCC Member

June Workshop: No workshops are planned for June.

presenTaTions & Workshops
by Joe Hempstead, VP of Programs
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grCC image of The monThgrCC image of The monTh
CompeTiTion Corner by Jeanne Quillan

By now, I am sure you have dusted off your camera after the long, long winter. Summer will be 
arriving this month…where did spring go? Did we go from winter to summer? If you are like a 
lot of photographers, most of your images are taken during the warm weather months. Summer is 
time for vacations, gatherings with friends, road trips, etc.  Probably 3/4 of the images I take
during the year are taken when it is warm. However, since this winter was extreme, I did take 
more than a few this winter.

If you recall, last month I wrote about the Assigned Subject. The assigned subject is designed to 
challenge your photographic ability. The intent is to motivate you to photograph something that 
you may not normally shoot, to be creative, and look for unusual images.  The “Assigned”
category in competition is my favorite. I look forward each month in seeing how creative our 
members can be. And I will be spending my summer looking for creative ways to fill my assign-
ments for the coming year. Some of them can be very challenging…..Optical Illusions???

The assignments have been posted for 2015. Start now in looking for your images. I would
encourage our members who do not compete to begin with the assigned subject if you are a bit 
timid.  The subjects for 2015 are: Circles; Bottles; Tools; Predominantly Red; Birds-Eye View; 
Shoes; Churches of Any Kind; Latches, Handles & Hinges; and Starts with a Z. Subjects for the
remainder of 2014 are Graffiti (this month); Fruits & Vegetables; Optical Illusions; Abstract; and 
Clocks (see listing below).

You can pick up a handy wallet card listing all the assignments (thanks to Caroline Shearer) at the 
June meeting. Descriptions will be posted on our website. OK, now let’s get started!

visiTors are WelCome To aTTenD our meeTings!

visiTors are WelCome To aTTenD our meeTings!

assigneD suBJeCTs See our website for more specifics.  Click on Competition Corner,
and then click on the assigned subject to view a description.

October .........Optical Illusions
November .....Abstract
December .....Clocks

October .........Churchs of Any Kind
November .....Latches, Handles
  and Hinges
December .....Starts with “Z”

  
 
June ..............Graffiti

January ....Circles
March ......Bottles
April ........Tools
May .........Predominantly Red

               SUMMER BREAK
September ....Fruits & Vegetables

June .......Bird’s-Eye View

     SUMMER BREAK
September .......Shoes

2014

2015

HELLO SUMMER!

Larry Heydenburg, Raula Oja,
Rosemary VanHouten, and Jan Lewis

for bringing in treats for our May meeting.

-Caroline Shearer, Coffee & Treats Coordinator

Jeanne
Quillan
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grCC image of The monTh by Jeanne Quillan

WHY I LIKED IT: The Grand River image initially caught my
attention because of all the blue.  There was blue water, a blue 
building, and a stormy blue sky.  It gave me a calm feeling, as 
though the storm was receding.  My favorite images tend to be of 
nature, not usually a cityscape. If I wanted friends to come and visit 
west Michigan I would normally send images of the dunes, the 
shoreline, or the woods.  Grand Rapids would not be what I would 
entice them with.  Gordon Kreager caught the city in a natural way, 
with the river in the foreground.  I felt like I was coming in the 
back door.  It’s an image I would put on a postcard to attract
visitors to West Michigan.
 -Karen

WHAT I SAW: The Grand 
River is an interesting subject 
to photograph. While shooting 
this subject the sun was going 
behind clouds and coming out 
from behind, making a beautiful 
array of colors. Natural light-
ing is always a great subject to 
photograph because it gives off 
beautiful colors to try to capture 
in prints.
 -Gordon

This digital entry from the previous month’s competition was chosen GRCC Image of the Month. 
This image appealed to Judge Karen Mueller and may not necessarily be the image that scored the 
highest. Next month’s image will be chosen by a different member.

“The Grand River”by Gordon Kreager    Selected by: Karen Mueller

Newsletters are planned for
every month except July and August.

If you have news, information or photos for the
September Lights & Shadows, please get these submitted 

on or before Thursday, August 28, 2014.
You can send them to the Lights & Shadows editor at:

       LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org
28AUG.THU
R. goT

grCC neWs To 
share?

Jeanne
Quillan

mailto:LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org
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visiTors are WelCome To aTTenD our meeTings!

offiCers, BoarD memBers & supporT posiTions

Regular
meetings
are held
the third

Wednesday
of the month

except
February,
July and
August.

 Time:  7:15 PM
 Location:  Boy Scouts of America
  3213 Walker Ave. NW
  Walker, MI

The meetings are fun and informative!

 President ................................Diane Durand ............. president@grcameraclub.org  .................616-534-8561
VP of Programs ......................Joe Hempstead ........... programs@grcameraclub.org  ................616-464-1530
VP of Equipment ....................Bob Quillan ................ equipment@grcameraclub.org  ..............616-531-8253
Secretary ................................Kathy Kendall ............ secretary@grcameraclub.org  .................616-235-0196
Treasurer ................................Christine Mooney ...... treasurer@grcameraclub.org  .................616-802-4472
Director ..................................Mike Koole ................ mike.koole@grcameraclub.org   ............616-691-7986
Director ..................................Jan Lewis ................... jan.lewis@grcameraclub.org  .................616-248-0659
Director ..................................Steve Port ................... steve.port@grcameraclub.org  ................616-457-6474
Director ..................................Caroline Shearer ........ caroline.shearer@grcameraclub.org  ......616-676-0271
Competition Chair ..................Jeanne Quillan ........... competition@grcameraclub.org  ............616-531-8253
Digital Coordinator ................Jim Shearer Jr. ............ digital@grcameraclub.org  .....................616-676-0271
Lights & Shadows Editor .......Greg Ferguson ........... LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org  ....... 616-669-9110
Web Administrator .................Matt Hendricks .......... webmaster@grcameraclub.org  ..............616-364-0941
Archivist/Historian .................Caroline Shearer ........ historian@grcameraclub.org  .................616-676-0271
Coffee & Treats ......................Caroline Shearer ........ treats@grcameraclub.org  .......................616-676-0271
SWMCCC Rep. .....................Jeanne Quillan ........... swmccc@grcameraclub.org  ..................616-531-8251

gvg.us
mailto:greg@gvg.us
mailto:shearercj@comcast.net
mailto:webadmin@grcameraclub.org

