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AwArds BAnquet for GrCC MeMBers

GrCC diGitAl CoordinAtor Position

Diane
Durand

The

February 2014      Vol.116  No. 2      www.GrCameraClub.orG

As you may know, Jim Shearer has served as our Digital Coordinator for a few years now and would 
like to retire from that position. So, we are in search of a new Digital Coordinator. The primary
responsibility of this position is to receive the monthly entries from our members and prepare them for
competition. The duties also include preparing for our year-end competition and showing the digital 
winners at our banquet. If you have some computer skills and would like to become more involved in 
the club, please contact me via e-mail (durand3311@netzero.net) or phone (616)534-8561 and I can 
give you a more detailed description of the job of the Digital Coordinator. Jim is willing to give his 
replacement the needed training so the transition goes smoothly. 

From Our President

I want to take a minute to thank everyone who works so hard to make the year-end
competition, awards and banquet a reality. It really is quite a production and has many
moving parts. It involves the Competition Chair, the Vice President of Equipment, the Digital 
Coordinator and quite a few other volunteers. When everyone plays their part, things run 
smoothly and the general membership only sees the great results at the awards banquet.

I have often said that our annual awards banquet is my favorite meeting of the year. We get 
more of a chance to socialize than usual and I get the opportunity to recognize many in our 
club for their excellent photography.

This year we saw sixteen different people enter the year-end print competition with a total of 
284 entries. In the digital competition, a total of 39 members had 677 entries. The judges for 
the year-end competition had a tough time choosing the winners. Many different people won 
awards and I look forward to presenting them at the banquet.

As in years past, I will need a count of people attending the awards banquet. So, please 
RSVP to me via e-mail (durand3311@netzero.net) or phone (616)534-8561 by Friday,
February 14 so I can make arrangements for enough food for everyone. We will, once again, 
be having pizza at our Award Banquet.

I hope to see you all there!!

By Friday, Feb. 14 For GRCC Members only.

by Diane Durand

www.GRCameraClub.org
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by Joe Hempstead
VP of Programs

PresentAtions & workshoPs

feBruAry workshoP 

We will have an illustrated 
program and discussion on 
classic ideas of composition 
from the perspective of an 
Art Historian.
Tim Trimble, who has a 
Masters in Fine Art from 
Kendall School of Art and 
Design and has served as an 
adjunct professor, will get the 
conversation going.

Our February meeting will feature 
our Annual Awards presentation
and pizza party. Come and see the 
best photographs of the past year!

At the Boy Scouts Building at 7 pm.

For GRCC Members only.

MeetinG PresentAtion:  AnnuAl AwArds BAnquet19
FEB.

Weds.

26
FEB.

Weds.

by Christine Mooney

If you would like to mail in your membership dues, make your check payable to Grand Rapids Camera Club 
and mail to our treasurer - Christine Mooney, 4280 Brooklawn Lane SE, Kentwood, MI  49512.
Dues are currently $25 for one person, or $35 for 2 people at the same residence.
We also have a PayPal option on our website.  Online dues payment also includes a $1 service fee.  If you 
have any questions, email me at  treasurer@grcameraclub.org
If you have any changes to your email address or other information to keep our membership list up-to-date,
let me know that too. You can use the same email address: treasurer@grcameraclub.org
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In January I attended a club Special Interest Group meeting entitled Exploring 
Minimalism generously facilitated by our own Mike Koole.  As is often the case, 
this encouraged me to go internet hunting for more examples of photographic 
minimalism and the photographers who excel at it.  Our speaker at the meeting 
had done a good job of explaining the genesis of minimalism going back to its on-
set in the mid-20th century.  Originally, sculpture and painting were the mediums 
of choice followed by photography at the end of the century.  That leaves us in the 
interesting position of participating in an artistic genre within photography that 
has not yet exhausted itself or fully moved on to “the next big thing.”

Mike has set up a Google+ circle for members to toss their own interpretations 
into the ring so we can enjoy them and, hopefully, help each other get better.  
Should any of these shots land in club competition, it will be interesting to see 
how they do because they may be, well, a little different.  So, let’s all have some 
fun and experience art on the outside of the safety rail!

If you are interested in looking further,
check out some work by David Fokos
(davidfokos.net).  Good name for a
photographer don’t you think?

You may want to check out this photograghy blog by John Martin 
who goes by the nickname of Skeeter. I found it very interesting.
Here’s the link: http://www.landscapeandstreet.com/ 

Steve
Port

Timed exposure
Steve Port’s

A Bit of Photographic History

MiniMAlisM hAs Mid-20th Century roots

interestinG PhotoGrAPhy BloG

Thank you to Larry Steiner, Jan Lewis and Christine 
Mooney for providing treats for our January meeting.

-Caroline Shearer, Coffee & Treats Coordinator



eXPlorinG MiniMAlisM - sPeCiAl interest GrouP
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We kicked off this year-long adventure last month on the second Tuesday of
January and will continue throughout the coming year.  
Timothy Trimble, MFA, led us on a journey looking into the roots of the
minimalism as we know it today.  He pointed out that many movements in the art 
world are reactions to previous movements.  Minimal Art emerged in the early 
1960’s as a reaction to the popular movement of various forms of Expressionism.  Expressionist artists 
brought their own emotions to their art, whereas minimalist artists rejected the idea of personal expression 
and instead believed the work should be objective and non-expressive.  Tim explained that artists would
often not title their work to remove any bias, or they simply numbered the work.  Sometimes they would 
give the work misleading titles.
The minimalist movement has spanned many fields of artistic expression, from sculpture and painting to 
music and the spoken word.  What we see in photography that is touted as minimalism, Tim shared, is
more correctly classified as “Post-Minimalism.”   Minimalism in photography differs from other forms of
artistic expression, because with photography, you are capturing images of real objects in the real world 
so it is difficult to remove any reference to context.  So the challenge becomes how to translate the idea of 
minimalism to the photographic expression.
Here are some quick tips to think about:
 • Keep it simple- eliminate as much from the composition as possible
 • Color fields are a large part of minimal art. Remember to vary size and possibly shapes
 • Pattern – a field of pattern works the same as a field of color. Think of fractals, quantum   
  mechanics, or string theory. This is a way for a more left-brain thinker to approach the   
  right-brain world of conceptual art.
 • The rule of 3’s in compositional elements (or odd numbers) is a general rule
 • Vertical and/or horizontal lines are a key in much of minimalist art. See rule of 3’s.
  1/3 vs. 2/3 seems to be ideal for landscapes.
 • Avoid a bull’s eye (unless you can maintain an eye path, or unless you want a bull’s eye). 
 • Asymmetry is good, unless symmetry is what you want to show
  (in the case of human models especially).
 • High contrast between black and white, or between colors can help 
  Consider high contrast of focus and blur. 
 • Look for an eye path so that your image is in motion visually
 • Anomalies are a key feature of photographic minimalism. Make sure your audience knows   
  that they are looking at a photo, and not at a painting or computer generated image
 • Art does not have to be pretty.
Our next on-site meeting is February 11 and we will again meet at Schuler’s Book Store on Alpine
(7:00 pm – 8:00 pm).  We are experimenting with Google Plus (G+) as a way to touch base (https://plus.
google.com/communities/111038356948133061680?partnerid=gplp0) midway through the month.
Sources: http://understandingminimalism.com/introduction-to-minimal-art/
 http://www.theartstory.org/movement-minimalism.htm
 http://wwar.com/masters/movements/minimalism.html
 http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/384056/minimalism

by Michael Koole
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GrCC iMAGe of the Month

WHY I LIKED IT: I chose Duesenburg 1935 
by Marilyn Keigley as a favorite photograph 
from last month’s competition. It appears 
that Marilyn used her zoom lens to create a 
feeling of implied motion, which was fitting 
for a subject such as an automobile.   I really 
liked how the rays of light extended from 
the headlights of the car, as well as from the 
grille. The soft yellow color of the classic car 
stood out because of the red background.
I also liked how Marilyn filled the frame with 
the subject, which made me feel like the car 
was coming straight at me. I thought the
creative category was the perfect place for 
this photograph.
  -Kelly  

WHAT I SAW: Duesenberg 1935 was 
taken on the 90 acre-Gilmore Car Museum 
in Hickory Corners, Michigan.  About 400 
vehicles in mint condition, housed in large 
old barns, offer great photo ops.  The
Duesenberg brothers (founded in Iowa)
made luxury cars from 1913-1937.  I was 
intrigued by the front of the car, which 
I now know makes it unique—they pro-
duced a “bowtie” 2-piece front bumper 
with the top piece bent to resemble a 
bowtie.  Because spotlights often reflect in 
annoying ways off the cars, I played with 
various zoom, distort, Topaz and satura-
tion techniques to create the image. 
  -Marilyn

by Jeanne Quillan

This digital entry from the previous month’s competition was chosen GRCC Image of the Month. 
This image appealed to Judge Kelly Walkotten and may not necessarily be the image that scored 
the highest. Next month’s image will be chosen by a different member.Jeanne

Quillan

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August.  If you
have news, information or photos for the March Lights & Shadows, please

get these submitted on or before Wednesday, February 26 (the sooner the better).
You can send them to the Lights & Shadows editor at: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

uPCoMinG newsletter deAdline

The

26
FEB

.WED.

“Duesenberg 1935”
by Marilyn Keigley

 
Selected by:

Kelly Walkotten
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by Jan LewissoCiAl MediA for PhotoGrAPhers

i’M so reAdy
for sPrinG...

Social media appears to be here to stay, and the playing field seems to change daily...
Facebook, Google+, Twitter, Pinterest, Instagram, Flickr, 500px and so on. In general, I consider 
myself pretty computer savvy, but the whole social media thing is an enigma to me.  I do have 
both a Facebook and Google+ account, which I rarely post on. I post intermittently on Instagram 
and Flickr, and I occasionally check out Pinterest.
It all seems to take so much time and effort, and then there are the privacy concerns...not to
mention the ever-changing terms of service for each of these platforms. How does one decide 
whether to participate, and if so where to put your energy?
I recently bookmarked a post from photographytalk.com called “Social media explained for
photographers.”  It helped some; it was pretty basic, but a good starting point. Here is the link:
http://www.photographytalk.com/photography-articles/3305-social-media-explained-for-pho-
tographers/
But further exploration revealed some interesting blog posts on the internet which may help sort 
out the pros and cons of all the photo-sharing platforms that exist. This one by Colby Brown 
seemed particularly thorough, though it is dated September 2012...so some things could have 
changed.
There were also follow-up posts which went into more depth on some of the more popular
platforms.
http://www.colbybrownphotography.com/social-media-for-photographers/ 
http://www.colbybrownphotography.com/social-media-for-photographers-facebook/
http://www.colbybrownphotography.com/social-media-for-photographers-google/
KelbyOne (formerly Kelby Training and NAPP) just released a training video taught by
Colby Brown entitled “Social Media for Photographers”. The link is:
http://kelbyone.com/course/cbrown_socialmedia/
This video isn’t free (unless you are a member of KelbyOne),
but you can rent it for 3 days for $6.99.

Jan Lewis

We’ve had a lot of snow this
year (more than I like). That’s 
my grill and picnic table.
                     -Greg F.
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The Air Zoo in Portage will open for a special night for photographers 
on Thursday evening, February 27.  They will turn up the lights and 
open the doors to photographers after hours, giving you exclusive, 
up-close access to their incredible, world-renown collection of over 60 
aircraft and spacecraft! This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to go 
“across the ropes” and shoot highly unique subject matter. It’s sure to 
set your portfolios miles apart from any others!  Many of the aircraft 
will have open cockpits, allowing attendees to actually “get behind 
the stick”, and there will be models in period dress available to pose! 
Whether you are an airplane enthusiast or not, this event will offer a 
wide variety of photo opportunities, ranging from highly technical,
to classic “pin up” photography.
Click the following link to view a list and photos of the aircraft you’ll 
have access to: http://www.airzoo.org/page.php?page_id=108
In addition to unprecedented access to some of the world’s most
famous aircraft, the night also will include door prizes, the chance to 
enter photos in a juried “Best Picture” contest, and the opportunity to 
have your work publicly displayed in a gallery at the Air Zoo! This
incredible opportunity is only available to the first 75 photographers 
who register, and at the low cost of $25, it’s sure to fill up fast! 
Date: February 27,  Time: 6:30pm - 8:30pm
To register, contact:
Tamra Stafford at 269.350.2815, or via email at tstafford@airzoo.org 
If it’s after hours, we encourage you to leave a voicemail, or send an 
email, which will count to reserve your spot.    

by Joe Hempstead

by Greg Ferguson

Photo sAfAri At the Air Zoo

MeMBer hAs question

27
FEB.

THURS.

Greg
Ferguson

Hi Greg. I have a question I would like to have answered in the newsletter if 
possible. I have been a member and entering the monthly competitions for a 
couple of years and my digital entries look pretty good on my home monitor 
but different (and certainly not better) on the big screen used at the meetings. 
What adjustments do I have to make on my home equipment to improve my 
entries? Thanks, Kris

Kris, since our projector that we use for displaying our digital entries is
calibrated on a regular basis, my guess would be that your monitor needs to be
recalibrated. Computer monitors need this done occasionally for accuracy. You 
can do an internet search for help by searching for “how to calibrate computer 
monitor for photo editing”. The options are many (and some have a cost).
I found this one: http://www.wikihow.com/Calibrate-Your-Monitor

Q
A
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by Jeanne Quillan
GRCC Competition Chair

Jeanne
Quillan

Hi everyone. I hope you are enjoying the snow and cold weather….or not. Lots of us are taking the 
opportunity to go out and shoot some great snow scenes, and others prefer to just stay inside with 
hot chocolate and a good book, if they can. If you choose the later route, how about reading the 
GRCC Membership Manual? We have updated it (effective Jan 1, 2014) to make things more in 
line with what is happening within the competitions.   
Here is a brief synopsis on some of the areas that were changed.

• The category definitions were updated and clarified, especially the Nature category to better  
 explain what is acceptable within a category. 
• The maximum print size (mount) has been changed to allow a maximum of 20 inches on  
 either side. Previously it was limited to 16x20 inches.
• We clarified the wording to indicate we will be dividing small and large prints based on the  
 size of the mount, rather than the size of the image. 
• Most of you who compete already know that the deadline for the monthly competition now is  
 the Wednesday preceding the competition (one week prior).
• You now need to use your full name in your digital title. 
• There are some changes in the descriptions on the page “Manipulation and Enhancement of  
 Digital Images”.
• Minimum entry limits previously in effect to be eligible for Star Class in the Year-End
 Competition have been removed. The member’s scores will be averaged in each division  
 (digital and prints) and regardless of the number of images entered will determine Star Class  
 in all categories within that division. This was done to eliminate established, high-scoring  
 members competing in Class A because they did not meet the minimums. It also allows
 members to diversify their entries into more categories, not having to meet a minimum of  
 entries in Open and Nature to be eligible.
• The Photographer-of-the-Year criteria has been changed to allow for a tie. In the case of a tie,
 both photographers will be recognized. 

So now you know the high points, but you don’t have to stop there. You could read the entire 
manual (Go to www.grcameraclub.org and click on “Documents and Forms” and then “Member-
ship Manual”).  I bet there are lots of things that have been there all along that you didn’t even 
know! Happy reading and keep that hot chocolate warm!

by Greg FergusonClAssified Ads seCtion

We did not receive any submissions for our Classified Ads Section from our members this month.
Our next Classified Ads Section will run in our April issue, and the deadline will be Friday March 28, 2014.
Look for complete details in our next Lights & Shadows for March. And start doing some Spring cleaning 
now to locate items to sell!
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First Drive After
Exit Traffic Light

Regular Meetings are held the
3rd Wednesday of the month

except February,
July, and August.

Visitors are always welcome!
The meetings are fun and

informative.

Visitors Are welCoMe to Attend our MeetinGs!
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 President ................................Diane Durand ............. president@grcameraclub.org  .................616-534-8561
VP of Programs ......................Joe Hempstead ........... programs@grcameraclub.org  ................616-464-1530
VP of Equipment ....................Bob Quillan ................ equipment@grcameraclub.org  ..............616-531-8253
Secretary ................................Kathy Kendall ............ secretary@grcameraclub.org  .................616-235-0196
Treasurer ................................Christine Mooney ...... treasurer@grcameraclub.org  .................616-802-4472
Director ..................................Mike Koole ................ mike.koole@grcameraclub.org   ............616-691-7986
Director ..................................Jan Lewis ................... jan.lewis@grcameraclub.org  .................616-248-0659
Director ..................................Ron Porritt ................. ron.porritt@grcameraclub.org  ...............616-914-7233
Director ..................................Steve Port ................... steve.port@grcameraclub.org  ................616-457-6474
Director ..................................Caroline Shearer ........ caroline.shearer@grcameraclub.org  ......616-676-0271
Competition Chair ..................Jeanne Quillan ........... competition@grcameraclub.org  ............616-531-8253
Digital Coordinator ................Jim Shearer Jr. ............ digital@grcameraclub.org  .....................616-676-0271
Lights & Shadows Editor .......Greg Ferguson ........... LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org  ....... 616-669-9110
Web Administrator .................Matt Hendricks .......... webmaster@grcameraclub.org  ..............616-364-0941
Archivist/Historian .................Caroline Shearer ........ historian@grcameraclub.org  .................616-676-0271
Coffee & Treats ......................Caroline Shearer ........ treats@grcameraclub.org  .......................616-676-0271
SWMCCC Rep. .....................Jeanne Quillan ........... swmccc@grcameraclub.org  ..................616-531-8251

Visitors Are welCoMe to Attend our MeetinGs!

AssiGned suBjeCts See our website for more specifics.  Click on Competition Corner, and
then click on the assigned subject to view a description.

October .........Optical Illusions
November .....Abstract
December .....Clocks

March ...........Cars 
April .............Curves
May ..............Kitchen Stuff

offiCers, BoArd MeMBers & suPPort Positions

 Time:  7:15 PM
 Location:  Boy Scouts of America
  3213 Walker Ave. NW
  Walker, MI

February Meeting is our
Award Banquet for members only.

June ..............Graffiti
      SUMMER BREAK
September ....Fruits & Vegetables

2014

mailto:shearercj@comcast.net
mailto:webadmin@grcameraclub.org

