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I would like to wish each of you a happy and healthy New Year. As the new year dawns, it 
brings with it changes and new challenges. Thank you all for another successful year for the 
Grand Rapids Camera Club, now 116 years strong! Our membership stands at 131 with over 
half attending meetings regularly!!

I am happy to see so many people attending our monthly meetings and workshops. While the 
Grand Rapids Camera Club serves a singular purpose, it means different things to different 
people. The fact that we are averaging over 70 people in attendance at our monthly meetings 
means we must be doing something right. I hope the club can continue to thrive and serve the 
needs of the members.

Our 2013 year-end competition is fast approaching. If you entered any images in the past 
calendar year, you are eligible to enter those images in the year-end competition. I would like 
to encourage everyone who is eligible to participate in the competition. It will give you the 
opportunity to share your images with another group of judges that will give you feedback 
on your images. Remember these judges are from outside of the club so all of your images 
will be new to them. This is the one time during the year that we compete with each other. 
Winners will be announced and awards given at our annual awards banquet in February. 
I hope to see even more people entering their images this year. The deadline for entries is 
Saturday, January 18.  
There will be a couple of changes to our monthly competition that will begin in January. 
First, for those of you who enter digital images, the new deadline for entries is at
midnight on the Wednesday before the meeting. This will allow our digital coordinator 
more time to prepare the images for presentation at our monthly competition. The second 
change will be at the meeting itself. We will be judging digital images first, and then setting 
up the print viewer to judge prints. This will allow us to set up the digital projector once per 
meeting instead of having to set it up for the program, move it for print competition then set 
it up all over again for the digital competition. I welcome your feedback on these changes as 
well as any other suggestions you may have for club operations.

The New Year always brings new resolutions, and I, once again, invite each of you to
become more involved in the club. It will truly benefit you
as much as it benefits the club. Happy New Year!

New Year BriNgs a Couple of ChaNges

first MeetiNg of MiNiMalisM group sCheduled

Diane
Durand
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14
Jan.

Tues.

by Michael Koole

Our first meeting will be on Tuesday, January 14, at 7:00 pm.  We will meet at Schuler 
Books & Music, 3165 Alpine Ave, Walker, MI49544  See map:  http://mapq.st/1cTscLM

From Our President

www.GRCameraClub.org


The

2

CoMBiNe old aNd New iN Your 2014 photo plaNs

Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Christmas and New Year’s...  As I take a deep breath 
after the holidays, I start planning what I want to shoot in 2014.
In addition to monitoring what’s new, I am also looking over my shoulder to see 
what is old.  I think progress in my adopted hobby is adding what is old to what is 
new, stir until set, and then go out and shoot something unique.  That might also 
work for our club (my opinion) and I think we regularly endeavor to provide some 
useful education along those lines.
Also, I believe all of us can strive in the coming year to establish our very own 
visual voice through our work.
The famous photographer Paul Strand (1890-1976) once said, “The important 
thing is, you have to have something to say about the world.”  Equally famous 
from the same era, Minor White (1908-1976) remarked, “There is no particular 
class of photograph that I think is any better than any other class.  I’m always 
and forever looking for the image that has spirit!  I don’t give a damn how it got 
made.”
Both these comments deal with photography on a level that is more difficult to 
uncover or measure than simply evaluating focus, depth, color, composition,
contrast, etc.  Our club competitions do not allow for the contemplation or
commentary required to discover if a photo has a heart or soul that might speak 
to us given the chance.  It is not the fault of the club that these qualities are not 
revealed; it is the pressures of time and simplicity that keep them hidden.

Note to self in 2014: “Look deeper into my subjects and look for their story.
Then, see how I can share more than mere pixels with others.”

Steve
Port

Minor  White

Paul  Strand

2014 MeMBer dues by Christine Mooney

We now have online dues payment available on the GRCC 
website.   Go to the Contact Us page and under the Become a 
Club Member column, click on “become an involved member” 
to use PayPal for new or renewal memberships.   If you have 
any questions, email me at: treasurer@grcameraclub.org

Timed exposure
Steve Port’s

A Bit of Photographic History
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iNterview: raNdY Zwiers 

1. Randy, can you give GRCC members some background information on yourself?
I am married to Char, my wife of 31 years. We have two adult children: Kathy and Daniel.
I have lived in Holland all of my life except for my college years. I graduated from Holland 
High School and Ferris State University.  I have been an architectural design technician for 
GMB architects-engineers in Holland for the last 31 years. At age 12, my parents gave me 
my first camera, a Kodak Hawkeye instamatic with B&W film and my love for photography 
was born. My Dad was surprised by my different way of seeing the same subjects he had 
taken photos of on our vacations. After college I purchased my first SLR. I took many com-
munity education classes on photography and a few B&W darkroom classes.  A few friends 
and I purchased the equipment for a B&W darkroom which began my fascination into the 
artistic side of photography.  I also attended a great educational experience for the first time 
in the early 1980’s called SWMCCC summer school.  After a lull in artistic photography 
(too busy during my children’s younger years), I returned to it in the digital era.  Today, my 
wife and I love to travel, and this supports my photographic hobby nicely.  

2. What made you decide to join GRCC and when?
I hesitated joining the Holland Camera Club for many years because I didn’t think I was 
good enough. In November of 2005 I attended the Tulip City Camera Club (reborn from the 
Holland Camera Club) and loved it, and soon became a member there. When the Tulip City 
Camera Club was reorganized in August of 2005, they opted out of the judging competition 
that was the demise of the former club. I wanted to explore this competition among photog-
raphers and began to look beyond Holland to Grand Rapids.
I felt that competition would push me and help my photographic skills grow, so I joined 
GRCC in December 2006 along with my good friend Larry Horn.

3. What kind of photography to you like to do?
Creative, architectural, landscape, monochrome and whatever inspires me in the future.

by Greg Ferguson

Randy Zwiers

Continued on page 4 - See ZWIERS

Sunrise at
Mesa Arch

by
Randy
Zwiers
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4. Do you have any tips or tricks that you can give members to help them with their 
photography?
You should concentrate on growing your photography skills and not on acquiring the
latest tools (cameras and equipment). You need to expand your horizons by looking at what 
others are doing with their artwork and photography, and be inspired by the photographic 
masters.  Read as much as you can about the photography you are passionate about and your 
passion will flow through your photographs. And always be actively looking and seeing 
photographic opportunities - even when you don’t have your camera with you. 

5. What are some of the things you would 
like to see done within the club?
I would like to see three things:

(1) More speakers that
 concentrate on the artistic  
 side of photography;

(2) A noncompetitive club  
 slide presentation showing  
 members photographing at
  the same site and then   
 showing all the different  
 ways a subject can be
 perceived; and

(3) A club presentation hour  
 where members can enter  
 one photograph beforehand  
 to be critiqued by a
 professional photographer. 

Organic
Architecture

by
Randy
Zwiers

Randy Zwiers

ZWIERS - Continued from page 3

Queen’s Basilica

by Randy Zwiers



thaNk You to everYoNe who Brought 
treats for our deCeMBer MeetiNg!
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by Joe Hempstead
VP of Programs

preseNtatioNs & workshops

JaNuarY portrait workshop 
You will have an opportunity to learn about posing and lighting techniques from experienced 
photographers. After some basic instruction, you be able to shoot your own pictures of models. 
There will be two set-ups for you to experiment with different lighting arrangements and poses. 
When you have processed your pictures, send your best to Larry Heibel for forwarding to the 
models so they can be used in their portfolios. Thanks to Mike Mitchell, Larry Heibel and
Dave Whitson for making this evening possible!

Presenter is photographer Brian Kelly
See: briankellyphoto.net
His Detroit Portraits project began 
out of his fatigue over the last five 
years or so when he saw photos come 
out of Detroit that largely depicted 
decay, abandonment, emptiness and 
destruction...or in other words; ruin 
porn. These photographs rarely ever 
portrayed people and did not
investigate anything. To Brian, it 
seemed that many photographers were 
just rubbernecking out the car window 
at an American tragedy.
Detroit Portraits began as a way of 
investigating the Detroit that he knew 
was underneath the media onslaught 
of negative press. Instead of show-
ing the ruins of Detroit’s past, Brian 
began to explore the future of Detroit;
its people.

At the Boy Scouts Building at 7 pm.

MeetiNg preseNtatioN:  detroit portraits

And thanks to Caroline Shearer, Garnette Port and
Rosemary VanHouten for helping with the setup and cleanup!

15
Jan.

Weds.

22
Jan.

Weds.
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grCC iMage of the MoNth

WHY I LIKED IT: I liked Dulcimer Man because it invokes 
images of down-to-earth people and dedication to craft,
like National Geographic environmental portraits. NYC 
photographer Hector Martinez (who was at at SWMCCC 
in July) said he travels the world for months, befriending 
people (similar to James Cook, photographing the Lakota). 
We need to know our subjects—nature OR people. The 
photo clearly shows a man intent on his craft. The hat, hair, 
face and age make us believe he has been doing this a long 
time. It tells a great story, and I like that he is looking at the 
hammer; we don’t always have to see the eyes. I really like 
that the soft sepia colors of the image fit the message of an 
ageless art.  It made me google Hammered Dulcimer
(a traditional music in many countries), and now I’d like to 
hear the harp-like sound!
 -Marilyn Keigley

WHAT I SAW: This image is a journey 
back in time to the Middle Ages.
The dulcimer artist was sitting in
New York’s Central Park, not far from 
the boathouse and pond. His music 
permeated the whole corner of the 
park. Those who heard him were
hypnotized by the melodic sounds, 
with dozens squeezing in for a closer 
look. I was delighted with the lighting, 
the time of day, and the various angles 
and shapes captured by the image.
I processed it with Lucis and Topaz, 
using the Dragan Effect (created by 
Andrzej Dragan)
 - Evie Carrier 

by Jeanne Quillan

This digital entry from the previous month’s competition was chosen GRCC Image of the Month. 
This image appealed to Judge Marilyn Keigley, and may not necessarily be the image that scored 
the highest. Next month’s image will be chosen by a different member.Jeanne

Quillan

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August.  If you
have news, information or photos for the February Lights & Shadows, please
get these submitted on or before Tuesday, January 28 (the sooner the better).

You can send them to the Lights & Shadows editor at: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

upCoMiNg Newsletter deadliNe

The28
JAN

.TUE
SDA

Y

“Dulcimer Man”
by Evie Carrier 

Selected by:
Marilyn Keigley
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18
Jan.

Sat.

loNg-tiMe grCC MeMBer JaCk Carter dies

           Here is an event to get your new year started right. 
           Lighthouse Crawl 2014-SWMCCC photo shoot, January 18, 2014. 
Are you loving this cold weather and snow? I am! Think of all the great ice formations on the 
piers along the Michigan lakeshore. . . perfect for a Saturday Lighthouse Crawl!  If a winter 
photography shoot sounds good, please mark your calendars for January 18, 2014, for an all day 
SWMCCC (Southwestern Michigan Council of Camera Clubs) Lighthouse Crawl photography 
shoot. 
Please note-these are approximate times. 
9:00 AM -Meet at St. Joe pier at Tiscornia Park, St Joseph, MI 49085. Some photographers may 
be arriving for sunrise. There is a parking lot at Tiscornia Park.

10:30 AM -Head to South Haven’s Lighthouse, Water Street, South Haven, MI 49090. We’ll find 
a place to meet for lunch after shooting there.

1:30-2:00 PM -Head to Holland to photograph Big Red Lighthouse, Lakeside Rd. Holland, MI 
49423. My preference is to walk in on the south side of the channel. If you prefer, please feel free 
to go to the Holland State Park to photograph Big Red from the opposite side. Or, hike in on the 
south side, where Big Red is located. It’s approximately 1/2 to 3/4-mile hike each way.

3:30-4:00 PM -Head to Grand Haven Pier for sunset, 1001 S Harbor Dr, Grand Haven, MI 
49417. Pier Parking is just past the state park entrance.
UPDATES: Please check the West Michigan Photography Enthusiasts site for any updates at
http://www.meetup.com/West-Michigan-Photography-Enthusiasts/
Questions? Contact:
Cari Povenz Jeanne Quillan
SWMCCC Events Coordinator SWMCCC Communication
caripovenz@yahoo.com  photobug49@comcast.net

Jack Carter died of cancer on November 30, 2013. Jack joined the Grand Rapids Camera Club 
in 1973, and from the start he wanted to share his photographic skills.  He presented is first slide 
show to the membership in December of that year. It was presented with taped sound, two projec-
tors and a dissolve system he devised.   
Jack was a fierce competitor, by year end in 1974 he had earned GRCC “Master Photographer” 
award.  By 1977 he had already earned 1585 merit points and 84 honors.  His subject of choice 
was nature photography, but challenged himself with the assigned subject and creative images. 
Jack Carter joined the Southwestern Michigan Council of Camera Clubs (SWMCCC) and served 
as their President for several years.  He participated in the SWMCCC Summer Weekend of 
Photography with nature slide shows and teaching digital and creative photography.  Jack was 
President of River City Camera Club and served as a Director for Grand Rapids Camera Club. 
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by Jeanne Quillan
GRCC Competition Chair

Jeanne
Quillan

Our annual year-end competition will be held January 25, 2014. The judging itself is not open to 
members of the club, but it is a big affair. The judging is done by 3 members of the photography 
community not affiliated with the GRCC.  It’s the one time of the year you can compete with other 
members for top awards.  They will be choosing the best images of 2013. Perhaps one of your
images will be chosen as 1st in a category! 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  
Only images that you have entered into Grand Rapids Camera Club monthly competition 
In 2013 are eligible. Entries are limited so choose your best ones! There is no cost for entering. 
You may enter up to 10 images in each category — within each division. For example: in 
Digital, you may enter 10 Open/Assigned, 10 Nature, 10 Portrait, 10 Creative, 10 PJ. and 10 
Monochrome… if you had entered that many. The most images you could have entered in 
digtal for the year is 36.  If you also have prints, you can enter an additional 10 in each of
those categories. 
Assigned images will be combined with open and be judged in that category. If you wish, an
assigned image can be entered in another category, but you must specify the image and
category when you send your entries.   
CLASSES: 
Open and Nature Images will be judged in two classes, Class A and Star Class. Star class is the 
class of photographers in the club with the highest average scores for the year. You will compete 
against members with similar skill levels.  Some categories do not have enough total entries to 
compete in two classes. (creative, pj, monochrome, and portraiture)  Entries in these categories will 
compete as one class.   
JUDGES AND AWARDS:  
Judges will be chosen from qualified photographers not affiliated with the Grand Rapids Camera 
Club. 1st, 2nd and 3rd places in addition to honorable mentions will be chosen in each category 
when enough entries allow. Awards and trophies will be presented at our annual awards banquet to 
be held on February 19, 2014. Put the date on your calendar!
DEADLINES: 
Prints must be received by January 18. Contact me by phone or e-mail. (616) 531-8253 or
photobug49@comcast.net if you are unable to bring them to the January meeting. 
The deadline for digital images is also Saturday, January 18. You do not need to resend the image. 
You just need to email the titles and categories to digital@grcameraclub.org. Just advise of the 
category and the title. If you do NOT let us know which titles you wish to enter, they will NOT be 
entered in the competition.  
The club keeps a record of all image titles entered during the competition year. Anyone wanting a 
list of their entries and scores for the calendar year can contact me at (616) 531-8253 or
photobug49@comcast.net. I will be happy to send you a copy of your record. 
Complete rules and regulations regarding year-end competition can be found in the club
membership manual found on our website.



a Big thaNk You !!!! by Greg Ferguson
GRCC Lights & Shadows Editor

Over the last three years,  I have been impressed with the GRCC members who have come 
forward and have contributed to our Lights & Shadows newsletters on a regular basis.
These members include:
Diane Durand with her timely President’s letters,
Jeanne Quillan with her Competition Corner and Image of the Month articles,
Steve Port with his insightful Timed Exposure articles, and
Jan Lewis with her interesting photography-related articles.
Recently, Joe Hempstead has contributed as well
with his Presentation and Workshop articles and photos.
This helps our club in a big way by giving substance to our newsletter, and projecting a good 
image of our club to prospective members. This strengthens our club and allows us to grow.
Please let these individuals know you appreciate their efforts and dedication (I know I do).

Greg
Ferguson

Classified seCtioN iN Next Newsletter

assigNed suBJeCts See our website for more specifics.  Click on Competition Corner, and
then click on the assigned subject to view a description.

May ..............Kitchen Stuff 
June ..............Graffiti 
September ....Fruits & Vegetables

October .........Optical Illusions
November .....Abstract
December .....Clocks

January .........Reflections 
March ...........Cars 
April .............Curves

2014
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28
JAN.

TUESDAY

28
JAN.

TUESDAY

The Classified Section is planned for the months of February, April, June and October.
This is Free to GRCC members who have belonged to the club for at least a year.

Each member can submit ONE photography-related item or service to be included in the
Lights & Shadows Classified Section on a one-time basis. You will need to include a photo of

the item you are wanting to sell (or for the photographic service you are offering)
along with the description, pricing and contact info.

(See past Classified Sections in February, April, June and October of 2013.)
Send your ad (and photo) to: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

The deadline for submitting your ad is Tuesday, January 28, 2014

The



W
AL

KE
R 

 A
VE

CO
VE

LL
28 TH  ST

LAKE  MICHIGAN DR

First Drive After
Exit Traffic LightRegular Meetings are 

usually held the
3rd Wednesday

of the month
except February,
July, and August.

Visitors are always welcome!
The meetings are fun and

informative.

visitors are welCoMe to atteNd our MeetiNgs!

offiCers, Board MeMBers & support positioNs

 Time:  7:15 PM
 Location:  Boy Scouts of America
  3213 Walker Ave. NW
  Walker, MI
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 President ................................Diane Durand ............. president@grcameraclub.org  .................616-534-8561
VP of Programs ......................Joe Hempstead ........... programs@grcameraclub.org  ................616-464-1530
VP of Equipment ....................Bob Quillan ................ equipment@grcameraclub.org  ..............616-531-8253
Secretary ................................Kathy Kendall ............ secretary@grcameraclub.org  .................616-235-0196
Treasurer ................................Christine Mooney ...... treasurer@grcameraclub.org  .................616-802-4472
Director ..................................Mike Koole ................ mike.koole@grcameraclub.org   ............616-691-7986
Director ..................................Jan Lewis ................... jan.lewis@grcameraclub.org  .................616-248-0659
Director ..................................Ron Porritt ................. ron.porritt@grcameraclub.org  ...............616-914-7233
Director ..................................Steve Port ................... steve.port@grcameraclub.org  ................616-457-6474
Director ..................................Caroline Shearer ........ caroline.shearer@grcameraclub.org  ......616-676-0271
Competition Chair ..................Jeanne Quillan ........... competition@grcameraclub.org  ............616-531-8253
Digital Coordinator ................Jim Shearer Jr. ............ digital@grcameraclub.org  .....................616-676-0271
Lights & Shadows Editor .......Greg Ferguson ........... LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org  ....... 616-669-9110
Web Administrator .................Matt Hendricks .......... webmaster@grcameraclub.org  ..............616-364-0941
Archivist/Historian .................Caroline Shearer ........ historian@grcameraclub.org  .................616-676-0271
Coffee & Treats ......................Caroline Shearer ........ treats@grcameraclub.org  .......................616-676-0271
SWMCCC Rep. .....................Jeanne Quillan ........... swmccc@grcameraclub.org  ..................616-531-8251

mailto:shearercj@comcast.net
mailto:webadmin@grcameraclub.org

