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From Our President

Current discussions about photography seem to center solely on recent technology. The 
digital revolution is on going and ever changing. But, there are many concepts common to 
digital and film photography. Sometimes the medium does not matter as much as the
meaning. While we all want to talk about the latest, greatest technology or discuss our 
frustrations with it, we shouldn’t forget the reason we got interested in photography in the 
first place.

For some, photography is simply a record of life. Documenting the events, people and 
places that matter to us. For others, photography is the challenge of mastering the
mechanics of capturing light. For still others, photography is a form of expressive art.
I believe photography can encompass all of these ideals and more. Photography is a
window into our personal viewpoints. Whether intentional or not, each subject we choose 
and how we choose to depict it is colored by our feelings and life experiences. Each image 
is a reflection of our inner self.

Last month, our workshop discussed many different ways to share your photography for 
profit or pleasure. Though the ways are many, the goal is the same… to share your work 
with others, communicate our vision of the world and, possibly, to get some feedback. The 
Grand Rapids Camera Club’s monthly competitions are also meant as a venue for each of 
us to express ourselves and receive feedback. The scores are meant as a guide to how well 
our message gets across to the viewers of our images. A low score does not necessarily 
mean a poor image, merely a failure to communicate our personal message effectively.

Whether our scores are high or low, what is most important is that all of us continue to 
participate in photography, and more specifically, our club, in a meaningful way. The
challenge each month is to communicate better through our images and to participate in our 
club. Some members choose not to compete, but participate in other ways. So, participate 
in any way you can – come early to help set up, stay late to help clean up,
enter competition, attend workshops, greet visitors,
encourage others, bring refreshments.
Meaning comes to those who participate. 

If you would like to mail in your membership dues, make your check
payable to Grand Rapids Camera Club and mail to our treasurer - 
Christine Mooney, 4280 Brooklawn Lane SE, Kentwood  MI  49512.

Dues are currently $25 for one person, or $35 for 2 people
at the same residence.

PhotograPhy has Meaning When you ParticiPate

Diane
Durand
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create a Photo book... it’s a great Way to
share anD relive MeMories by Jan Lewis

Jan Lewis Remember in the days before digital you took your film to be processed and developed and you 
came home with a stack of prints. You might have stuffed them into a drawer or box, perhaps you 
sent some to friends, or made reprints. Some of us might have even taken the time to put them into 
a photo album (I was one of those anal ones who was pretty good about keeping up with my photo 
albums). I have shelves of albums chronicling my children’s milestones, as well as family trips.
And maybe I’m weird, but I actually do go back and look at them every once in a while. It always 
brings a smile to my face and I am flooded with fond memories of past events or favorite people who 
are no longer with us. Sometimes I even refer to my photo albums to figure out when a certain event 
happened.

But since digital has firmly taken hold, and my children have left home I just don’t print as often. 
That means to enjoy my photos I have to be seated in front of a computerized screen (such as my
computer, iPad or phone).  I may not feel the need for an album for every photo, but a big vacation or 
trip is a great occasion to have an real, live, physical album to remember things by.

After a GRCC program presented by Steve Port several years ago, I decided to take the plunge and 
use one of the online photobook companies to create books for several past trips. With the popularity 
of scrapbooking in recent years, the number of companies offering photo books has exploded. You 
can create photo books with Costco, Sam’s, Meijer, Snapfish, Shutterfly, AdoramaPix, My Publisher, 
Blurb, etc. The list seems endless,  and I think new companies are starting up everyday! They are all 
relatively inexpensive (many of them run discounts and specials) and the software one uses to create 
the books will vary from company to company. Most are pretty idiot proof, and don’t require design 
knowledge. Some have you upload the photos to their servers and you create the book online. Others 
provide free downloadable software and you create the book on your computer and then you upload 
the completed book. Some have more options for customizing page layout. But ultimately they all 
create a book of memories which you can be share with friends and family, or simply enjoy yourself.

It is so awesome to hold the completed book in your hand.  Because you aren’t restricted to standard 
print sizes, images can be cropped, enlarged to fill the page, or span several pages. Multiple images 
of different dimensions can occupy a single page, and text and captions can be added to your heart’s 
content.  When I embarked on creating my first book it was of a overseas trip that I had taken several 
years earlier. Creating the book forced me to document the trip in a way I would never have done 
before. It was like taking the trip all over again!

I encourage you to make a book with some of your photos. Choose a company and go with it.
When the book arrives I bet you’ll be hooked!



The

3

MeMber intervieW:  rusty yonkers by Greg Ferguson

Rusty 
Yonkers

1. Rusty, can you give our GRCC members some background information on yourself?

I am married and have 11 children and 7 grandchildren. I initially took up photography in the 1960’s 
and 1970’s when I was a kid. I shot everything from a pinhole to an SLR and did my own darkroom 
work. Once I got married and had kids, I only used a snapshot camera to take some basic family
photos. Only recently I took photography back up. Early on I got interested in portrait work. That 
grew to fashion photography shortly after that.

I spend a lot of my free time watching creativeLIVE.com to learn as much as I can about
photography. I love learning from so many different professional photographers. I also watch 
America’s Next Top Model like crazy. My favorite photographers from ANTM are
Matthew Jordan Smith and Matthew Rallston.

 It has been through watching creativeLIVE and ANTM that I have realized that a great photographer 
does not take pictures, but they actually make images. Taking stunning photos is about taking control 
of the whole process. So I typically go into a shoot now with a concept of what I want to come out 
with. Everything is geared toward creating that image.

2. What made you decide to join GRCC and when?

I joined GRCC in September of 2011. I had been getting quite serious 
about my photography for about a year and a half, and was feeling 
like I needed to find like-minded enthusists to hang out with and learn 
from. I initially visited GRCC by attending the beach shoot in August 
of 2011. I was hooked by the end of the night. Being able to shoot real 
models for the first time was very exciting. About six months after this 
shoot, I saw Matthew Jordan Smith on creativeLIVE teaching fashion 
photography and I knew where I was headed in my photography.

3. What kind of photography do you like to do?

Although I will grab my camera to photograph about anything, my 
love is to shoot people. I am moving more and more to artistic work.
I have shot fashion, commercial and portrait work. My current project 
this winter is to do period shoots that cover roughly every decade of 
the 20th century. I have done the 40’s and the 50’s so far. I will have a
60’s shoot set up soon. Along with the decade shoots, I am interspersing fashion editorial shoots.

4. Do you have any tips or tricks that you can give our members to help them with their 
    photography?

First, be willing to break the rules. It is important to learn the rules at first. This helps to ground the 
photographs with good artistic techniques. Once you learn the rules, start to purposely break them. 
In this way, you will be making your own art and creating images that are uniquely yours. One of my 
artistic goals is that when someone looks at a photo I created they will recognize my style.

Kim Dancing Crazy

Continued on pg. 4 - See RUSTY
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Second, if you are going to shoot people, get educated about lighting. Learn to use
strobes, continuous lighting, reflectors and defusers. Learn how to color and shape
the light. Be willing to bring lights with you. If you light a scene well, you will take a photo from 
good to stunning. Have a campfire in the shot? Then make sure to gel your strobe or LED light with 
a CTO gel so it is the same color. Want the dramatic Hollywood look? Then put a tight grid on the 
strobe.

5. What are some of the things you would like to see done within the club?

I would love to see some presentations on setting up fashion shoots including bringing in a hair 
stylst, a makeup artist, and maybe even a wardrobe person. There are cosmetologists that will do hair 
and makeup on a TFCD basis so they can have good photos of their work to hang in the salon.

It would also be nice to see some of the newer cutting-edge and creative techniques promoted (in-
cluding cinematography). I recently saw a creativeLIVE session on artistic portraits where they were 
shooting through crystals, vaseline-applied plexiglass and scratched up mirrors to give their photos a 
very artistic look. It was fascinating.

Another thing that would be interesting is a session on how to take our assigned category and get 
really creative with it. Maybe give a presenter a topic and have him or her show how to make some 
uber creative photos from it (beyond the obvious). The biggest benefit of the assigned topic is to 
force the photographer to stretch outside of their comfort zone and shoot some different things. My 
shot “Bubbles in a Bubble” was an effort to go beyond just shooting a bubble; I wanted to give it an 
unique twist.

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August.
If you have news, information or photos for the December Lights & Shadows,

please get these submitted on or before November 27.
You can send them to the Lights & Shadows editor at: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

uPcoMing neWsletter DeaDline

The

27
Nov.

WEDS.

The Pickup Line Bubbles in a Bubble

RUSTY - Continued from pg. 3
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It is really hard to believe that the competition year is almost over. The year-to-date scores are 
getting very, very close and there are only two more months of competition left! Our year-end 
competition will be held the end of January, and our awards banquet is, as always, in the middle 
of February.

With so little time to go, I am sending this reminder to you so you can carefully think about 
your upcoming competition entries. Normally, we allow 10 images per category to be entered in 
year-end competition. That number still has to be approved by the board, but be sure you have 
not put all your eggs in one basket…..or rather….all your images in one category! To maximize 
your chances of winning an award, the more images you can enter per category the better. Your 
assigned images will be entered in open or another category if you prefer. Everything else must 
be judged in the category in which it was originally entered.

The photographer of the year award will be presented to the member who has the highest aver-
age score overall in prints and digital combined. Keep in mind, you must enter a minimum of 
40 images in the calendar year to qualify. Be sure to plan carefully in these last two months of 
competition.  

In the coming months, I am going to be redesigning and rebuilding our grcameraclub.org 
website.  Among other things, the new design will be responsive to allow you to easily 
browse our new website on any size device (computer, tablet or smart phone).

Although you won’t see the new site until it has been completed, I welcome your thoughts 
and ideas.  If there are features that you would like to see added to the website, then please 
let me know at webmaster@grcameraclub.org .

“John Loengard, the picture editor at Life, always used to tell me, 
”If you want something to look interesting, don’t light all of it.”
 
 ―  Joe McNally,
  The Moment It Clicks: 
  Photography Secrets from One of the World’s Top Shooters

by Jeanne Quillan,
GRCC Competition Chairperson

Jeanne
Quillan

Matt
Hendricks

corner
coMPetition

the enD of the year is near!

grcc Website being reDesigneD by Matt Hendricks



Presenter: Shawn Von Ins

Program Description:  Photographers were not meant to spend all 
hours of the day and night in front of their computers clicking away 
their lives. Because of the advent of digital photography and Photoshop, 
this is exactly what’s happened for far too many of us. But there’s good 
news! You don’t have to go through your life with the crushing weight 
of sessions waiting to get edited. It’s time to take back your life and
Free Yourself From Photoshop.

No, I’m not talking about outsourcing your editing and retouching work, 
although that is a viable solution. What this class is going to show you 
is my methods for getting your work done efficiently, and without losing 
quality.

Here’s a few of the things I’m going to cover:
 -Setting yourself up for success -My basic image retouching
 -Creating Actions -Lots of shortcuts tricks

You’ve probably got your own way of doing your workflow, and that’s 
great. My hope is that you take away a few tricks and ideas to apply to 
what you’re already doing to make it better for you. I want you to breeze 
through your work so you have more time for shooting, or simply more 
time with your family.

Bio - Shawn Von Ins, CPP:
Even after receiving my B.A. in 
Computer Science from Grand
Valley, it took me many years to 
figure out what I wanted to be 
when I grew up.  After I married 
my wife, Julie, the epiphany
arrived: photography! I fell in love 
with the technology (shiney object 
syndrome), the creativity, the
business, and the social aspect of 
photography. We opened our studio 
in 2005, photographing families, 
high school seniors, and weddings.
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by Joe Hempstead
VP of Programs

Presentations & WorkshoPs

Meeting Presentation:  free yourself froM PhotoshoP

noveMber WorkshoP: 

20
Nov.

Weds.

There will be no workshop in November because that 
would fall on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving.
The next workshop will be in January.
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Art Prize 2013 is in the history books.  One might ask what bearing that has on the GR Camera 
Club or what it has to do with photographic history?  After reading a couple of GR Press articles 
following Art Prize, it appears that many (maybe ALL) art contests share similar challenges.  I 
suspect that includes us with our humble monthly club competition:
Challenge #1 – “Art” competitions often include entries from beginners all the way up to experi-
enced professionals (a very broad range).
Challenge #2 – Who is qualified to judge the entered art?  Art Prize uses a public democracy plus a 
few qualified “experts”.  Our club recruits volunteers that regularly compete and have scored well 
(good luck to them).
Challenge #3 – “De gustibus non est disputandum.”  This Latin maxim from way, way back trans-
lates to, “In matters of taste, there can be no disputes.”  (We might debate this over some beer all 
night.)
Challenge #4 – When prize money is at stake, everything changes (thank goodness we ducked that 
one)!  One might conclude, however, that, for some, just competing can be as alluring as money.
There are surely more challenges but, by now, you can see that evaluating other people’s art is 
interesting at best and a minefield at worst.  

After digesting five years of Art Prize and decades of club competition, ironically, we arrive at the 
same place.  Entry level work abounds and with it the adrenalin rush of trying something “new” in 
life.  Sophisticated works emerge cloaked in a visual language most do not appreciate or understand 
and the makers are quickly frustrated if onlookers do not get it!  The fallback process is the same 
for Art Prize as well as the GRCC.  Participants can learn from the past and repeat what has worked 
before …. or, courageously push ahead with the full realization that breaking new ground in art as 
well as life is a tough and sometimes rewarding path.  The challenges will probably remain but, 
keep the faith all you incipient artists and continue to show us your stuff!

tiMeD exPosure -
a bit of PhotograPhic history by Steve Port

Thank You to Greg Ferguson, Kathy Kendall,
Jan Lewis and Christine Mooney

for the October treats!

-Caroline Shearer, Coffee & Treats Coordinator

Steve
Port Dealing With the challenges
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grcc iMage of the Month

Thanks to Gordon Kreager for the picture he took 
of a turkey for the October competition. After a 
little creative cropping, his turkey became the 
theme graphic for this month’s newsletter.

Here is Gordon’s original picture entitled
“reflecting.” 

WHAT I SAW: When my shutter finger gets itchy, 
I often make a quick trip down by the Grand River 
where I have found lots of hiking trails, wildlife and 
interesting plant life. As fall approaches, afternoon 
light takes a different angle and leaves roll out their 
most attractive adornment.  This trail becomes a 
tunnel of color and, the bridge, a portal to adventure.  
Monochrome can create magic as the mind imagines 
his or her own personal palette.
 - Steve

WHY I LIKED IT: What an ethereal image! It 
inspires the imagination to tell a story. What lies 
down the road? The sky is dark but the road is bright 
in the distance. The leading lines of the bridge invite 
us to travel the road. That urge is heightened by the 
dark mass on the left side of the picture which itself 
is enhanced by the mound of a low bush. The bright 
leaves overhanging the bridge invite us to move 
into the image. The photo is technically perfect, in 
sharp focus, with a broad range of light and dark, 
full of texture and dimension. An excellent use of a 
monochrome image. It is an image that invites close 
inspection and contemplation.   - Joe

“Roads Less Traveled” by Steve Port 
Selected by: Joe Hempstead

by Greg Ferguson

by Jeanne Quillan

This digital entry from the previous month’s competition was chosen GRCC Image of the Month. 
This image appealed to Judge Joe Hempstead, and may not necessarily be the image that scored 
the highest. Next month’s image will be chosen by a different member.

turkey Makeover
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First Drive After
Exit Traffic Light

Regular Meetings are usually held the
3rd Wednesday of the month

except February, July, and August.

Visitors are always welcome!
The meetings are fun and informative.

officers, boarD MeMbers & suPPort Positions

assigneD subjects 

May ..............Kitchen Stuff 
June ..............Graffiti 
September ....Fruits & Vegetables

See our website for more specifics.  Click on Competition Corner, and
then click on the assigned subject to view a description.

visitors are WelcoMe to attenD our Meetings!

November .....ArtPrize December .....Smoke

October .........Optical Illusions
November .....Abstract
December .....Clocks

January .........Reflections 
March ...........Cars 
April .............Curves
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 President ................................Diane Durand ............. president@grcameraclub.org  .................616-534-8561
VP of Programs ......................Joe Hempstead ........... programs@grcameraclub.org  ................616-464-1530
VP of Equipment ....................Bob Quillan ................ equipment@grcameraclub.org  ..............616-531-8253
Secretary ................................Kathy Kendall ............ secretary@grcameraclub.org  .................616-235-0196
Treasurer ................................Christine Mooney ...... treasurer@grcameraclub.org  .................616-802-4472
Director ..................................Mike Koole ................ mike.koole@grcameraclub.org   ............616-691-7986
Director ..................................Jan Lewis ................... jan.lewis@grcameraclub.org  .................616-248-0659
Director ..................................Ron Porritt ................. ron.porritt@grcameraclub.org  ...............616-914-7233
Director ..................................Steve Port ................... steve.port@grcameraclub.org  ................616-457-6474
Director ..................................Caroline Shearer ........ caroline.shearer@grcameraclub.org  ......616-676-0271
Competition Chair ..................Jeanne Quillan ........... competition@grcameraclub.org  ............616-531-8253
Digital Coordinator ................Jim Shearer Jr. ............ digital@grcameraclub.org  .....................616-676-0271
Lights & Shadows Editor .......Greg Ferguson ........... LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org  ....... 616-669-9110
Web Administrator .................Matt Hendricks .......... webmaster@grcameraclub.org  ..............616-364-0941
Archivist/Historian .................Caroline Shearer ........ historian@grcameraclub.org  .................616-676-0271
Coffee & Treats ......................Caroline Shearer ........ treats@grcameraclub.org  .......................616-676-0271
SWMCCC Rep. .....................Jeanne Quillan ........... swmccc@grcameraclub.org  ..................616-531-8251

 Time:  7:15 PM
 Location:  Boy Scouts of America
  3213 Walker Ave. NW
  Walker, MI

2013

2014
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