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From Our President

Welcome back from our break!! I hope all of you had an 
enjoyable summer. In the summer, especially, there never seems to be enough time to see all there 
is to see and do all we’d like to do. I hope everyone had many opportunities to get out and enjoy 
our beautiful state. But, now that summer is coming to a close, I hope your camera case does not. 
Fall is a time of change….change in weather, change in season, change in color. September will 
bring a few changes for us.

First, I would like to welcome our newly elected Vice President of Programs, Joe Hempstead.
Thank you, Joe, for stepping up to help move the club forward. Joe has already lined up some 
great programs for the year. I know that Joe would be happy to hear any suggestions you may 
have for programs or workshops.
 
Second, we will begin using our new lighted displayer to judge prints (see photos below). If you 
attended the June meeting, you had a chance to see both displayers (the old and the new) at the 
same time. I think the new displayer is a great improvement and will better showcase the skills of 
our members who compete with prints.

Finally, our club will be hosting the fall SWMCCC competition in conjunction with ArtPrize.
I know we can always use volunteers to help out at the competition (more info to follow on the 
web). Please contact Jeanne Quillan or Steve Port if you are able to help with the competition. 

I look forward to seeing images from
all of your summer adventures!
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GRCC has a new 
displayer for
print competition.
It looks great, the 
light is better and
it weighs less
than the old one. Photos of displayer and leaf by

Greg Ferguson using an iPhone.
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Durand
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Focus on what’s important,

  Capture the good times, and

    Develop from the negatives. If things don’t work out... 

      Take another shot.

thaNk youthaNk you for the treats life is like a camera...
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September is here! I always look forward to getting back into competition mode when we 
return to our meetings after two months of “rest”. Summer is a time to sit back and relax and 
enjoy. For a lot of us though, summer is the time of year when we dust off the camera and
get out and do some shooting. We stock up on some assigned subject images, do some
traveling or just find a creative way to photograph images around West Michigan.  Although 
our competition year starts in January and we’re actually winding down, September to me is 
still a new beginning.

We will begin using our new print viewer this month (see photo on page 1). Those of you 
who were present at the June meeting saw a preview. I am really looking forward to seeing 
your prints under the new lighting! For those of you who have never entered in competition, 
September can be a new beginning for you too. Jump in and enter! Competition is one of the 
best ways to see how you’re doing. And continuing to compete will help you become a better 
photographer. Your photography is meant to be shared rather then confined somewhere in the 
dark area of your hard drive. Challenge yourself by actively pursuing the assigned subject. It 
is a way to get out and photograph something that maybe you have never tried before. You 
will find a list of assigned subjects on our website, along with full instructions for entering 
both digital and prints. 

Print entries only need to be brought to the meeting. Digital competition entries are due to 
our digital coordinator (Jim) on the Sunday night preceding. Help is just a click away.
We are always willing to help with your questions.

Contact me at photobug49@comcast.net or competition@grcameraclub.org
Jim can be reached by emailing digital@grcameraclub.org
 
Jeanne

comPetitioN corNer by Jeanne Quillan, GRCC Competition Chairperson

“If I had my life to live over again,
I’d live over a bakery.”   
 -- Danford Richmond

Words to PoNder
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memBer iNtervieW: larry heiBel

1. Larry, can you give our GRCC members some back-
ground information on yourself?

I’ve been a writer all my life. I have published three books 
this past few months and am working on two others, a super-
natural thriller I tentatively plan to have out this summer, and 
a contemporary drama out in a year or so. 

I got into photography through my writing.  I was writing for 
the Grand Rapids Press and an editor suggested I buy a
camera; they would pay me for the pictures of people and 
events I was writing about.  That was 20 years ago and I’ve 
been shooting ever since on a professional basis. I don’t
consider it a hobby.  When I go on vacation, I leave my
camera at home.

2. What made you decide to join GRCC and when?

I’ve been an off and on again member for several years.  I got 
involved with another camera club (River City Camera Club) 
through my wife’s grandmother when I started shooting.  I 
found a great deal of value in a camera club and find that the 
clubs are different enough where both are a value.  The real 
value is networking with other photographers to enhance and 
grow your knowledge and abilities as a photographer.

3. Photography has always been evolving, where do you 
think it will be in the future?

I don’t think anyone anticipated how many people would take 
up photography thanks to the reduction in price and ease of 
use with digital cameras.  The next thing I think you’ll see is 
video becoming as popular as still photography, especially 
when the technology comes down in price and you can “lift” 
very high-quality stills from your digital video.  It’s not there 
yet, but it’s very close.

4. You have been teaching photography at your studio to a 
lot of people, what are the most important things that you 
teach?

You can’t FIX a bad image with Photoshop.  You can enhance 
a good image, but a bad image is a bad image.  A blurry
image will always be blurry.  And if your exposure doesn’t 
capture the details in the highlights or in the shadows, you 

( Continued on page 4  - See LARRY HEIBEL )
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won’t get the detail back.  Yes, you can lighten and darken, but 
if you don’t get the detail in the camera, you can’t get it with 
Photoshop. The right exposure is CRITICAL!  And that being 
said, I advocate and teach photographers to shoot in manual 
mode.  I never let my camera make critical, creative and
technical decisions for me.  And in doing so, I get consistent 
exposures that don’t require “fixing.”

5. What are some of the things you would like to see done 
within the club?

I’d like to see members connecting with members.  The greatest 
value of competition is seeing photographs you are inspired by 
and then hearing the member’s name when that photograph is 
judged.  THAT is the person you want to connect with in and 
outside of the club. My style of photography developed from 
trying to emulate the lighting, posing and personality I was 
seeing in other photographers’ works I connected with.  Trust 
me, you won’t be able to copy an image exactly as I do and I 
can’t copy your image as you make it.  We all make our own 
choices about equipment, camera settings, how we pose and 
interact with our subjects, and even when we capture our
images.  All those things allow us to develop our own
signature style. So connect with members whose work
you love, and learn from them.

LARRY HEIBEL ( Continued from page 3 )

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August.
If you have news, information or photos for the October Lights & Shadows,

please get these submitted on or before September 27.
You can send them to the Lights & Shadows editor at: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

uPcomiNg NeWsletter deadliNe

The

27
Sept.

FRIDAY



Presenter: Ed Post
Subject: “Birds and Blooms”

This program takes a photographic look 
at Ed’s two favorite subjects: Birds and 
wildflowers. From wild orchids to
warblers, the program illustrates the 
pursuit of the perfect image, and
describes the development of a personal 
vision and style that develops during the 
process.

There will no workshop this month. The next workshop will be in October.

Ed Post is an avid nature and landscape photographer
and former member of area camera clubs.  He teaches 
photography at Meijer Gardens and leads workshops as 
time allows.  His work can be viewed on his Flickr site at:
www.flickr.com/photos/edpost/.

He funds his hobby by serving as the Chief Circuit Court 
Judge in Grand Haven.

XXXXX
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by Joe Hempstead
VP of Programs

PreseNtatioNs & WorkshoPs

meetiNg PreseNtatioN: Birds aNd WildfloWers

sePtemBer WorkshoP:

27
Sept.

FRIDAY

27
Sept.

FRIDAY

The Classified Section is planned for the months of February, April, June and October.
This is Free to GRCC members that have belonged to the club for at least a year.

Each member can submit ONE photography-related item or service to be included in the
Lights & Shadows on a one-time basis. You will need to include a photo of the item

you are wanting to sell (or for the photographic service you are offering) along with a
description, pricing and contact info.

Send your ad (and photo) to: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

The next Classified Section will appear in October, and the deadline for submitting your ad is Sept. 27.

The

18
Sept.

Weds.
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History gives credit to Louis-Jacques-Mande-Dauguerre for the first workable 
photographic device in 1836.  I was trying to come up with an article for this 
month, when it occurred to me that Dauguerre had also created a most
interesting good news/bad news scenario.  The good news – Canon and Nikon 
would eventually have something to do.  The bad news – what will you shoot 
today?  As I have stated time and again, “The more things change, the more 
they stay the same.”  Dauguerre must have sat there looking at his mechanical/
chemical creation wondering, “Which photographic genre shall I explore today 
(since they would all be new by definition)?”  Perhaps he was interrupted by his 

wife coming into the “studio” asking what he might be up to and why hasn’t he taken out 
the garbage yet?  As he stared at her in the suggestive glow of the setting sun, he may have 
said, “Come over here.  Have I ever told you that you could be a lingerie model?”  Or not.

It doesn’t matter; history played out and here we sit today asking the same questions,
“What shall we shoot?  What lens/camera should I bring?  Will I need my tripod? 
What about filters?”  And, of course, “Would my pictures be better if I had the Adobe Cloud 
software and the NIK sweet (let alone a new computer to push them around)?”  By now 
we might expect expert advice to rule.  Good news again - it does!  We have books, blogs, 
videos, magazines, workshops, weekends of photography, camera clubs, and more.  But 
the most important elements are inspiration followed by a passion for participation!  If 
Dauguerre and other photographic pioneers had not picked up their inventions and clicked 
away, the whole thing would have been for naught.

I have a suggestion along this vein.  Sept. 18 thru Oct. 6 ushers in Art Prize 5, one of the 
hottest developing venues in the art world, and here we sit right in the middle of it.  If snap-
ping pictures of pictures and other art does not light you up, I guarantee that you will find 
something that sparks your imagination, your creativity, and causes that shutter finger to itch 
like crazy.  If you haven’t visited before, try it.  If you are a veteran, do it again.  If you want 
to make better art, sit in front of better art!

timed eXPosure - a Bit of PhotograPhic history by Steve Port

dauguerre made thiNgs haPPeN - - artPrize caN too

Thank You to Rosemary VanHouten for 
her help with the Ice Cream Social.
It was much appreciated!

GRCC members showing work at the exhibition are:
Mike Mitchell, Tami Frick, Jan Lewis, Marlene Leistico, Linda 
Greer, Michael Koole, Jeanne Quillan, Jim Shearer, George Ritz,
Steve Scherbinski and Kelly Walkotten. 

See page 7 for more information.

The exhibition is at the Essential Bean Coffee Shop,
8980 N. Rogers Ct. in Caledonia. Go to:  www.essentialbean.com

-Caroline Shearer,
Coffee & Treats Coordinator

memBers shoWiNg Work at gallery 2013
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PlaN to visit grcc’s gallery 2013 eXhiBitioN 



The

Gr
ap

hic
 D

esi
gn

 Se
rvi

ces
 pr

ov
ide

d b
y G

reg
 Fe

rgu
son

 at
 G

V 
Gr

ap
hic

s   
•   

He
lpi

ng
 Yo

ur 
Bu

sin
ess

 Lo
ok

 G
oo

d  
  • 

   W
eb

: g
vg

.us
    

•   
 Em

ail
: g

reg
@g

vg
.us

W
AL

KE
R 

 A
VE

CO
VE

LL

28 TH  ST

LAKE  MICHIGAN DR

First Drive After
Exit Traffic Light

Regular Meetings are usually held the
3rd Wednesday of the month

except February, July, and August.

Visitors are always welcome!
The meetings are fun and informative.

 Time:  7:15 PM
 Location:  Boy Scouts of America
  3213 Walker Ave. NW
  Walker, MI

officers, Board memBers & suPPort PositioNs

assigNed suBjects 

September ....Driftwood
October .........Cemeteries

May ..............Kitchen Stuff 
June ..............Graffiti 
September ....Fruits & Vegetables

See our website for more specifics.  Click on Competition Corner, and
then click on the assigned subject to view a description.

visitors are Welcome to atteNd our meetiNgs!

November .....ArtPrize
December .....Smoke

October .........Optical Illusions
November .....Abstract
December .....Clocks

January .........Reflections 
March ...........Cars 
April .............Curves

2013

2014
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 President ................................Diane Durand ............. president@grcameraclub.org  .................616-534-8561
VP of Programs ......................Joe Hempstead ........... programs@grcameraclub.org  ................616-464-1530
VP of Equipment ....................Bob Quillan ................ equipment@grcameraclub.org  ..............616-531-8253
Secretary ................................Kathy Kendall ............ secretary@grcameraclub.org  .................616-235-0196
Treasurer ................................Christine Mooney ...... treasurer@grcameraclub.org  .................616-802-4472
Director ..................................Mike Koole ................ mike.koole@grcameraclub.org   ............616-691-7986
Director ..................................Jan Lewis ................... jan.lewis@grcameraclub.org  .................616-248-0659
Director ..................................Ron Porritt ................. ron.porritt@grcameraclub.org  ...............616-914-7233
Director ..................................Steve Port ................... steve.port@grcameraclub.org  ................616-457-6474
Director ..................................Caroline Shearer ........ caroline.shearer@grcameraclub.org  ......616-676-0271
Competition Chair ..................Jeanne Quillan ........... competition@grcameraclub.org  ............616-531-8253
Digital Coordinator ................Jim Shearer Jr. ............ digital@grcameraclub.org  .....................616-676-0271
Lights & Shadows Editor .......Greg Ferguson ........... LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org  ....... 616-669-9110
Web Administrator .................Matt Hendricks .......... webadmin@grcameraclub.org  ...............616-364-0941
Archivist/Historian .................Caroline Shearer ........ historian@grcameraclub.org  .................616-676-0271
Coffee & Treats ......................Caroline Shearer ........ treats@grcameraclub.org  .......................616-676-0271
SWMCCC Rep. .....................Jeanne Quillan ........... swmccc@grcameraclub.org  ..................616-531-8251

NEW

mailto:shearercj@comcast.net
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