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From Our President

Summer is upon us and the Grand Rapids Camera Club will take its usual break from meeting for 
July and August. But, for most of us, it does not mean a break from photography. In fact, many 
members shoot all of their images for the next competition year during the summer months.
You may even have entries for all the assigned subjects by the time we reconvene in September.

Summer is a very busy time in West Michigan. It seems there is a fair, festival or event every 
weekend. They offer many opportunities for photography. So, if you have not taken any pictures 
recently, dust off the camera, review the manual again and get shooting!! Remember the State 
Games of Michigan will be held June 21-23 at various venues in and around Grand Rapids. 
Deadline for registration is June 13. Don’t forget the vast array of educational opportunities
offered at the SWMCCC Summer School of Photography. This year the Summer School will be 
held the first weekend of August.

Remember that we have a shooters group. If you don’t want to go out shooting alone, or if you 
don’t have any ideas of where or what to shoot, check out the shooters group.

Don’t forget that our June meeting will feature our usual ice cream social at the break. The pro-
gram that will be given by Ron Porritt will be discussing his experience doing metal prints.
It should be quite informative.

Go somewhere you have never been before.
Shoot a subject you normally would not.
Be creative. Be safe. Enjoy your summer.
See you all in September.

Here are the results of the voting which took place at our May meeting:

PRESIDENT - Diane Durand (reelected)
V.P. of PROGRAMS - Joe Hempstead (new)
SECRETARY - Kathy Kendall (reelected)
DIRECTORS - Michael Koole, Steve Port, Ron Porritt (all reelected)

Congratulations!
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Summer IS For ShootIng

grCC eleCtIonS reSultS

Diane
Durand

www.GRCameraClub.org


I would like to thank the following who contributed treats for our May meeting:
 Julie Tamblin
 Diane Charvat
 Jan Lewis

thank Youthank You For the treatSthankS For the treatS - Caroline Shearer, Coffee & Treats Coordinator
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The summer months are upon us. For many of us, this is the time we shoot the most. If you are taking a 
vacation, either close to home or on the other side of the world, use the power of the internet to research 
your destination before leaving home to help you decide what equipment you will need. Enter your
destination location into your browser’s search engine to learn about sight-seeing locations, gardens, 
parks, and nature preserves that might be close to your destination. Look over the assigned category 
list for the remainder of 2013 and the newly announced 2014 list, and keep them in mind while on your 
travels.
So a safari, a cruise to the Caribbean or Alaska, or a trip to Europe isn’t in your budget? Is this going to 
be a “staycation” summer?  Plenty of photographic opportunities are available close to home. Consider 
joining Meetup.com   This website is dedicated to connecting people with common interests. There is 
a Meetup group called the West Michigan Photography Enthusiasts that was started by GRCC member 
Gert Wallis. Organizers also include Steve Scherbinski, Mike Mitchell, Cari Povenz, Larry Heibel,
and Dave Johnson.  The group has 273 members. Members post upcoming events of photographic
interest. Past events posted have included announcements of Camera Club meetings in the West
Michigan area, downtown or area photowalks, or a group gathering to shoot the sunrise or sunset at the 
lake, or a Carnival/Fair, or a Mud Run, a Summer Festival (almost every town has one!), or a PowWow.  
Meetup.com gives you a way to learn about upcoming events and meet up with people who share your 
interest. There are Meetup groups for all kinds of interests...canoeing, tennis, running, biking, you name 
it, there is probably a group! You can join as many as you would like. 
Other photo opportunities abound. Meijer Gardens summer courses include several photo classes.
Kendall has classes, and of course, don’t forget that SWMCCC is holding their annual Weekend of 
Photography August 1-4 at Hope College that includes seminars, workshops, and guest speakers on a 
variety of topics. It is the single best buy in photography we have going for us in the area.  If you’ve 
never been, be sure to put it on your summer agenda. Register at www.swmccc.org 
Check with the Grand Rapids Downtown Alliance Facebook page. Last summer they ran monthly 
photo walks.  The Grand Rapids Art Museum (www.artmuseumgr.org)  has 3 summer walks to explore 
downtown sculptures scheduled this year on the 4th Saturday morning in June, July and August. They 
are not specifically geared for photographers, but you can always bring your camera along and get 
some insight on our city.  Rosa Park Circle is hopping nearly every week with some Festival, be it the 
Jazz Festival or the Polish Festival, as well as the weekly Swing Dance night on Tuesday evenings and 
Blues on the Mall on Wednesday evening.  Don’t want to go alone? Call or email a friend from the club 
to join you and make and adventure and capture the moment!
Have fun this summer and bring back lots of great images!

Photo oPPortunItIeS thIS Summer by Jan Lewis



thank Youthank You For the treatS
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January 2014 - Reflections 
The bouncing of light off a surface. There are many natural and man-made reflective surfaces
that could be used to reflect an image.

March 2014 - Cars
A self-propelled road vehicle designed to carry passengers, especially one with four wheels powered by 
an engine. All things to do with cars…show the entire car or your favorite part!

April 2014 - Curves
A continuously bending line without angles. No sharp corners, only smooth transitions of direction.
The S-curve, the curve of someone’s face or any of the many curves found in nature.

May 2014 - Kitchen Stuff
Anything pertaining to that favorite room in the house, the kitchen. Food, cookware, dishes, pots and 
pans, spices, silverware. Use your imagination and creativity.

June 2014 - Graffiti
Markings, initials, slogans or drawings that are written, spray-painted or sketched on a sidewalk,
wall of a building or in another public area. This is a form of art and expression that usually has a
bad reputation but can be quite beautiful and expressive.

September 2014 - Fruits & Vegetables
A perfect subject for harvest time. In the field, on the vine, on the tree, at the market or on the table 
fruits and vegetables are seen in many places. Shoot them in their natural environment or maybe in a 
still life.

October 2014 - Optical Illusions
Something that deceives the eye by producing a false or misleading impression of reality.  This can
allow you to use your creativity or a specialty lens you just got. Have fun with it!

November 2014 - Abstract
Not concrete, a representation of an object or idea, emphasizing lines, colors and forms. Convey an idea 
or a feeling without smacking the viewer in the face with the actual object. French painters started an 
entire art movement using abstract, impressionist art.

December 2014 - Clocks
An instrument for measuring and recording time not designed to be worn or carried around. There are 
clocks on mantels, on walls, in towers, etc. Find an interesting one and get a good perspective.

grCC Board determIneS aSSIgned SuBjeCtS For 2014

PICtureS BY marIlYn keIgleY PuBlIShed

GRCC Member Marilyn Keigley had pictures of Blue Bead Lily and Roots at Estivant Pines
published in both the Michigan Nature Association 2012 Year-In-Review Report and their spring
2013 Events and Activities Guide. Both were taken in MNA preserves. Way to go Marilyn!

      -Ranger Steve Mueller
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We have SImIlar goalS

tImed exPoSure - a BIt oF PhotograPhIC hIStorY by Steve Port

I drink a lot of coffee.  Some people like a bagel with their coffee.  I, on the other hand,
enjoy photography with my coffee (or at least talking about photography).  This last week 
one of our club members mentioned that he loved to look at his older photos to see how 
things have evolved over the years.  I agreed and expressed remorse that, of the millions 
of photos taken every day, the vast majority are similar to shooting stars cutting a brilliant 
arc across our view for an instant of time.  As a club and as an individual photographer we 
all grapple with the challenge of expanding our reach to the greatest number of viewers for 
the longest period of time.  There are, however, examples from history of people that have 
figured it out.

I was reading this month’s Popular Photography and up popped a name 
out of the past that I had never seen before – Josephine Herrick
(1897-1972).  Through the miracle of the internet I was able to conjure up 
Josephine to understand her contribution to our art form.  Josephine
established a photo studio in New York City specializing in home
interiors and estate gardens.  Ultimately, Josephine may have been best 
known for the founding of the Volunteer Services Photographers Inc.  
This organization was created at the onset of WWII to train and support 
creative expression for war veterans including assembling dark rooms and 
photo labs in hospitals out of beds, sheets, and other found materials.
Following the war, 50 VSP programs sprung up across the country
enabling veterans, families of service men and women, and volunteers   

with photography contests, awards, and dinners documenting the monumental 
effort and sacrifices of our veterans in WWII.  Today the VSP has been renamed the
Josephine Herrick Project ( http://jhproject.org/ ) in her honor.  Past supporters included 
Bourke-White, Ansel Adams, Edward Steichen and Irving Penn.  The current JHP mission 
statement is “The Josephine Herrick Project is a nonprofit that enlists photographic
community volunteers to educate students who have not had the opportunity to learn the 
communicative power of photography.  Through partnerships with local organizations,
JHProject’s completely free programs inspire children, teens, adults and seniors with the 
visual language of photography, enhancing their abilities to transform communities through 
artistic vision.” 

I find it both ironic and encouraging to compare the goals of our club and our community 
with the work of our forbearers such as Josephine Herrick.  I see many parallels between 
our club philosophies of education, enablement, and discovery with the mission of the JHP.  
Nice to be on the same page with heroes of the past.  Thank you Josephine!
        -- Steve Port

Josephine Herrick



Recently my son was traveling overseas in Asia. It was a 10-day trip, and about 5 days into his trip my 
husband and I received a postcard from him with one of HIS (iPhone) photos appearing as the image on 
the front of the card. I couldn’t believe it! First, I was honored that he even thought to send his parental 
units (as he refers to us) a postcard, secondly it had HIS personal photograph on it, and thirdly it
actually arrived BEFORE he was back in the States!
He used an iPhone app called POSTAGRAM (also available for Android). Leave it to my totally tech 
savvy son, to find an app that would do this! Basically it allows you to take a photo from your phone, 
upload it, add a message, enter one (or more) addresses that you want to send the card to, provide
payment and it’s done. Traveling overseas and don’t have international data? Just take your photo and 
wait to create the card when you have access to WiFi at the hotel or restaurant or coffee shop.  Done are 
the days of purchasing a postcard, finding a postage stamp, hand writing and addressing many cards, 
then finding a place to actually mail the card.  Now the postage and mailing part isn’t difficult in the 
States, but when overseas, especially in a country where English is not spoken, that can be a challenge. 
Because the postcards are actually printed in and mailed from the States (regardless of where in the 
world you are when you create the card) the card will arrive in a far shorter time frame than overseas 
mail. If you are familiar with the Instagram Smartphone app (a photo sharing social site where all the 
images are cropped square), you will understand that Postagram grew out of that...hence why the
postcard image is square, as they are in Instagram.
They are easier to create using your Smartphone or iPad camera, but if you are resourceful and are 
traveling with a computer you can use a photo taken with a regular camera.  Transfer the images to your 
computer and then use Dropbox to transfer them to your Smartphone or iPad. 
I am sure that Postagram is not the only app that will do this. Postagram is one of several apps
marketed by Sincerely, Inc. and I know they also have an app called STORYBOARDER that allows 
you to put multiple images on a postcard and send it. I have installed the app on my phone, but have yet 
to use it, though it seems to work similarly to Postagram. So whether you are taking a trip or want to 
surprise someone with a personalized postcard, there is a new way to create unique cards and efficiently 
get them to your friends and loved ones. 

mY Son and PoStagram aPP are ImPreSSIve by Jan Lewis
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Postagram Postcards App
is Free and available for

iPhone and Android

Free



Check out Vicky Ferguson’s Ask the Dietitian blog for some interesting 
photos and good nutritional advice at:  vfergrd.blogspot.com

thank Youthank You For the treatS

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August.
If you have news, information or photos for the September Lights & Shadows,

please get these submitted on or before Tuesday, August 27.
You can send them to the Lights & Shadows editor at: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

27
Aug
TUES

even PhotograPherS need good nutrItIonal advICe  

next neWSletter In SePtemBer  --  auguSt 27 deadlIne

The June regular meeting will be our ice cream social (yum!) and the presentation will be by GRCC 
member Ron Porritt. Ron will be talking about his experience doing metal prints. It should be 
quite interesting. (Ron has displayed his metal prints at ArtPrize.)

ICe Cream and metal PrIntS at june meetIng19
June

Weds.

Sigma for Canon~150-500mm 
F5-6.3 Zoom Lens, Autofocus

150-500mm ZOOM LENS.  Used a total of ONE day.  I 
thought this was going to be the answer to my “hand-held” 
bird photography.  It’s too heavy for use without a tripod.  
For me it’s back to my 70-200mm.  Cost at Norman’s was 
$1019 before tax.  Asking $900, as the lens is essentially 
new.  Photo shows length of lens before zooming.  You can 
go online to Sigma to see all the additional lens information.
Contact Marilyn Keigley, keigleym@ferris.edu 
Use subject line:  SigmaLens500 

dIgItal lenS For Canon
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The

The Classified Section is planned for the months
of February, April, June, and October.

This is FREE to GRCC members that have
belonged to the club for at least a year.

Each member can submit ONE photography-
related item or service to be included in the

Lights & Shadows on a one-time basis.
You will need to include a photo of the item

you are wanting to sell (or for the photographic 
service you are offering) along with a
description, pricing and contact info.

Send your ad (and photo) to:
LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

The next Classified Section will be in the
October Lights & Shadows, and the deadline

for submitting an ad is Sept. 27.

The



Olympus - Zuiko Digital ED 70-300mm
F4.0-5.6 w/58mm UV Filter,
Lens cap and Hood - $275

Sekonic L-358 Flash Master

In great condition.  Covering field of view to 600mm 
(35mm equivalent), super-telephoto zoom lens has Con-
sistent output, Lightweight at 620 grams, Fast/Accurate 
Auto-Focus, and Durable/Strong Construction.  Used for 
General purpose, Landscape/scenery, Close-up, Sports/
action, Weddings, and Wildlife photography.
Call Julie Tamblin at 616-490-4910 

dIgItal lenS For olYmPuS
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The

The Classified Section is planned for the months
of February, April, June, and October.

This is FREE to GRCC members that have
belonged to the club for at least a year.

Each member can submit ONE photography-
related item or service to be included in the

Lights & Shadows on a one-time basis.
You will need to include a photo of the item

you are wanting to sell (or for the photographic 
service you are offering) along with a
description, pricing and contact info.

Send your ad (and photo) to:
LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

The next Classified Section will be in the
October Lights & Shadows, and the deadline

for submitting an ad is Sept. 27.

$250  Mint Condition. Barely Used. 
Sekonic’s compact flash and ambient meter provides great freedom 
combined with high precision. It  features flash/ambient analyzing in all 
flash modes, and an optional plug-in internal radio transmitter module 
that eliminates the need for cord connections while measuring flash 
up to 100 feet away (when flash units are used with compatible radio 
receivers). 
With options such as shutter speeds and apertures selectable in 1, 1/2 or 
1/3 stop increments the L-358 makes operation most efficient by match-
ing the displayed f/stop and shutter speed values to the photographer’s 
camera. Additional features include all weather design, nine memory 
banks, a retractable lumisphere, included Lumigrid attachment for 
reflected metering and large cool-blue electro-luminescent backlit LCD. 
The slim L-358 is ideal for professional photographers, cinematogra-
phers, and dedicated enthusiasts in the studio, on location or anywhere. 
Call Jan Lewis at 616-446-7573 or
email her at jklewis52@gmail.com

lIght meter
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28 TH  ST

LAKE  MICHIGAN DR

First Drive After
Exit Traffic Light

Regular Meetings are usually held the
3rd Wednesday of the month

except February, July, and August.

Visitors are always welcome!
The meetings are fun and informative.

 President ................................Diane Durand ............. president@grcameraclub.org  .................616-534-8561
VP of Programs ......................Mike Mitchell ............ programs@grcameraclub.org  ................616-887-1352
VP of Equipment ....................Bob Quillan ................ equipment@grcameraclub.org  ..............616-531-8253
Secretary ................................Kathy Kendall ............ secretary@grcameraclub.org  .................616-235-0196
Treasurer ................................Christine Mooney ...... treasurer@grcameraclub.org  .................616-802-4472
Director ..................................Mike Koole ................ mike.koole@grcameraclub.org   ............616-691-7986
Director ..................................Jan Lewis ................... jan.lewis@grcameraclub.org  .................616-248-0659
Director ..................................Ron Porritt ................. ron.porritt@grcameraclub.org  ...............616-914-7233
Director ..................................Steve Port ................... steve.port@grcameraclub.org  ................616-457-6474
Director ..................................Caroline Shearer ........ caroline.shearer@grcameraclub.org  ......616-676-0271
Competition Chair ..................Jeanne Quillan ........... competition@grcameraclub.org  ............616-531-8253
Digital Coordinator ................Jim Shearer Jr. ............ digital@grcameraclub.org  .....................616-676-0271
Lights & Shadows Editor .......Greg Ferguson ........... LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org  ....... 616-669-9110
Web Administrator .................Matt Hendricks .......... webadmin@grcameraclub.org  ...............616-364-0941
Archivist/Historian .................Caroline Shearer ........ historian@grcameraclub.org  .................616-676-0271
Coffee & Treats ......................Caroline Shearer ........ treats@grcameraclub.org  .......................616-676-0271
SWMCCC Rep. .....................Jeanne Quillan ........... swmccc@grcameraclub.org  ..................616-531-8251

 Time:  7:15 PM
 Location:  Boy Scouts of America
  3213 Walker Ave. NW
  Walker, MI

oFFICerS, Board memBerS & SuPPort PoSItIonS

aSSIgned SuBjeCtS 

June ..............Bubbles 
Summer Break
September ....Driftwood

May ..............Kitchen Stuff 
June ..............Graffiti 
September ....Fruits & Vegetables

See our website for more specifics.  Click on Competition Corner, and
then click on the assigned subject to view a description.

vISItorS are WelCome to attend our meetIngS!

October .........Cemeteries
November .....ArtPrize
December .....Smoke

October .........Optical Illusions
November .....Abstract
December .....Clocks

January .........Reflections 
March ...........Cars 
April .............Curves

2013

2014
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