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From Our President

I am proud to be leading the club at this time, but I can’t do it alone. I depend on the board 
members to express different opinions and help guide the discussion of the issues that are 
on the minds of club members. The board is here to serve the club members, to answers 
your questions, address your concerns and meet your needs.  We need your support. Please 
take the time to vote in the May election. If you are unable to attend the regular meeting and 

First, I have said this a few times before, but with an average attendance of almost 
70 people, we will outgrow our current meeting place soon.  The facilities at the Boy 
Scouts building have served our needs well. They have been gracious and generous to 
us for many years. And so, I would like to put a challenge out to all of our members 
to help us find a new location at which to meet. If you have any suggestions or ideas 
for a place that will serve our enlarging group, please pass that information along to 
me. I know we have many new members and maybe one of you have a great idea for a 
larger meeting place.

Secondly, as our group grows, it becomes more difficult to maintain interpersonal 
connections. I would love to be able to speak to all of you at each meeting, but time 
will not permit it. There was a time when a fifteen-minute break was plenty of time 
to speak to everyone in attendance at a meeting. That can no longer be done. And 
so, I am issuing another challenge to all of you. Please help build and maintain the 
social bonds that will help our club continue to grow. Try to meet one new person at 
each meeting. When you hear that a guest or new member shoots with the same type 
of equipment that you do or has the same shooting interest that you do, please use 
those common interests to strike up a conversation. You may discover a new shooting 
partner or hear of a new location or technique that you want to try. These bonds will 
strengthen our club and keep it around for another 100+ years!

Finally, with elections coming up this month, it is time to consider the board of
directors and its function. The purpose of the board is to shape the club into what you 
want it to be. We need your input.

We are continuing to enjoy a high level of membership. I am thrilled to see the interest in 
photography explode and the interest in our club bloom. But, there are three things that 
need to be addressed...
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would like an absentee ballot, please contact me by phone or e-mail. I will be happy to
provide you with a ballot and instructions to make sure your vote is counted.  I look 
forward to seeing most of you at the May meeting.

Thanks to those of you who have become more active in the club and taken some of the 
burden from the small group who always volunteer. And, a special thank you to those of 
you who have volunteered for years and continue to do so. Your efforts have not gone
unnoticed or unappreciated.

Diane Durand, President
Grand Rapids Camera Club
(616)534-8561   /   durand3311@netzero.net

President’s Letter - Continued from previous page

The May regular meeting will feature a program by professional photographers Todd and Brad Reed 
from Ludington. They have been here before, and their presentation on May 15 is expected to be 
interesting. Here’s comments from Brad Reed...
“We will show about 120 photos of the 1014 photos from our new book Tuesdays with Todd and 
Brad Reed: A Michigan Tribute.  That slide show will be about 12 minutes. It is set to music. Then 
we will show one of the 52 movies we made each Tuesday during 2012.  That movie will be about 
10 minutes and will be a mix of still images, hd video footage of us making those stills, commentary, 
and music.  After that we will open it up to a question and answer period.  Those last between 30 
minutes and an hour.  We answer any question and have no secrets.  This is our favorite part of the 
photo talks that we do.”

Our May workshop is planned for May 22. This workshop will be a discussion on software available 
to photographers. We will talk about plugins, open source software, and other miscellaneous software 
options for photographers.

may meeting preSentation

may WorkShop

15
May

Weds.

22
May

Weds.

- Mike Mitchell, VP of Programs

- Mike Mitchell, VP of Programs
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As many of you know, we have a links page on our website where we display useful links.  
I would like to find out what your favorite photography related sites are that are not
currently listed on our links page.  Please send them to webmaster@grcameraclub.org and 
they will be considered for the links page.

I would like to thank the following GRCC members
who brought in treats for our April meeting: 
 Irma Adams Danford Richmond
 Jan Lewis Rosemary VanHouten

grcc link revieW

thank youthank you for the treatS

- Matt Hendricks, GRCC Webmaster

- Caroline Shearer, Coffee & Treats Coordinator

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August.
If you have news,information or photos for the June Lights & Shadows,

please get these submitted on or before May 28.
You can send them to the Lights & Shadows editor at: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

upcoming neWSletter deadline
28
May
TUES The

28
May

TUES
The

The Classified Section is planned for the months of February, April, June, and October.
This is Free to GRCC members that have belonged to the club for at least a year.

Each member can submit ONE photography-related item or service to be included in the
Lights & Shadows on a one-time basis. You will need to include a photo of the item

you are wanting to sell (or for the photographic service you are offering) along with a
description, pricing and contact info.

Send your ad (and photo) to: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

The next Classified Section will appear in June, and the deadline for submitting your ad is May 28.

28
May

TUES 28
May
TUES
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1. don, can you give our GrCC members some background information
 on yourself?

2.  What made you decide to join GrCC and when?

3.  What type of photography do you like to shoot?

4.  As a photographer, what advice can you give others in the club to help them with their photography?

I have lived in Grand Rapids all my life. I went to Catholic Central High 
School where I met my wife Marlene; we have been married 54 years.
On April 12, I turned 78.

I have been taking pictures since I was real young. My mother took a lot of 
pictures and so I followed her lead (using a Brownie Hawkeye camera).

I joined the Grand Rapids Camera Club in 1979, because my wife
suggested I join.

 I like to shoot landscape and animals. I have shot some good pictures at the zoo, and out in nature.
I started out shooting wildflowers (they were easier to corral). I still like to shoot all these things, but I 
do more portraitures now. I learned a lot about portraiture photography from Evelyn Zeek, who was a 
portrait photographer in the Grand Rapids Camera Club a number of years ago. She was well known.

I would strongly suggest that photographers use a tripod whenever possible. 
When shooting competition photos in landscape, nature or portraiture, the 
pictures will be sharper with a tripod.

member intervieW: don Schmuker by Greg Ferguson

Don Schmuker

Mountain Goat

Megan #1

Furball Granddaughter
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I wrote this article as I watched the tail end of a three-hour webcast on
Jay Maisel produced by KelbyTraining.com.  Jay is a long-lived photographer born in 1931 that 
continues to walk his camera around the streets of New York City…….EVERY DAY of the year!  
Why is Jay Maisel significant in the annals of photography?

Perhaps, it’s because he’s been 100% digital for 10 years.  No, film is still more than worthy, but Jay 
found something that suited him in digital and wasn’t afraid to try something new. Jay only shoots 
in color.  He did B&W for the early part of his 55-year career but feels he’s not as good at B&W.  
He still follows the B&W of others with great interest.

Jay owns over a dozen tripods but hasn’t used one in years.  He uses a ferocious full-frame
professional Nikon body at ISO 1600 which allows him to shoot at less than 1/1000 sec. at f11 
which means no blur.

Jay uses only one lens, a 28-300mm zoom.  It’s as sharp as many primes but allows him to frame 
his shots as desired/required.  His entire kit of parts sits around his neck. Jay brackets every shot a 
little under, a little over, and right on exposure in high-speed drive and continuous focus because 
then he can pick the one he likes best (3 shots in < .5 sec.) He shoots RAW+JPEG /fine so he can 
show the JPEGS on a computer and print from RAW.

Editing for Jay Maisel is only about deciding what is great, what is good and what is left that no one 
else will ever see. Jay Maisel does not have Photoshop on his computer.  He does allow his assistant 
to use it for print preparation only.  Jay is his own sternest critic that gets it right in the camera or 
not at all.

Jay prefers telephoto to wide-angle shots as they may contain less extraneous objects to detract 
from his chosen subject.  Jay believes what isn’t in the frame is as important as what is.
Jay strives to empty his mind before a photo walk so that he is open to what he discovers in the
moment.  Color, gesture, and shape are his basic pursuits and any of the three can drive a shot.

Jay Maisel does not represent photographic history; he IS photographic history AND photography’s 
future.  Jay Maisel just simply does whatever it takes to make the shot.  Conventional wisdom and 
the ”rules of photography” be damned.

To see Jay Maisel interviewed by Scott Kelby is akin to witnessing the operation of a nuclear
reactor.  Two highly charged particles of opposing mass colliding to produce stunning beauty plus 
even more energy than they brought in.  Check these guys out on the web!

        --Stephen C. Port

timed expoSure - a bit of photographic hiStory

by Steve Port

Jay Maisel
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28 TH  ST

LAKE  MICHIGAN DR

First Drive After
Exit Traffic LightRegular Meetings are usually held the

3rd Wednesday of the month
except February, July, and August.

Visitors are always welcome!
The meetings are fun and informative.

 President ................................Diane Durand ............. president@grcameraclub.org  .................616-534-8561
VP of Programs ......................Mike Mitchell ............ programs@grcameraclub.org  ................616-887-1352
VP of Equipment ....................Bob Quillan ................ equipment@grcameraclub.org  ..............616-531-8253
Secretary ................................Kathy Kendall ............ secretary@grcameraclub.org  .................616-235-0196
Treasurer ................................Christine Mooney ...... treasurer@grcameraclub.org  .................616-802-4472
Director ..................................Mike Koole ................ mike.koole@grcameraclub.org   ............616-691-7986
Director ..................................Jan Lewis ................... jan.lewis@grcameraclub.org  .................616-248-0659
Director ..................................Ron Porritt ................. ron.porritt@grcameraclub.org  ...............616-914-7233
Director ..................................Steve Port ................... steve.port@grcameraclub.org  ................616-457-6474
Director ..................................Caroline Shearer ........ caroline.shearer@grcameraclub.org  ......616-676-0271
Competition Chair ..................Jeanne Quillan ........... competition@grcameraclub.org  ............616-531-8253
Digital Coordinator ................Jim Shearer Jr. ............ digital@grcameraclub.org  .....................616-676-0271
Lights & Shadows Editor .......Greg Ferguson ........... LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org  ....... 616-669-9110
Web Administrator .................Matt Hendricks .......... webadmin@grcameraclub.org  ...............616-364-0941
Archivist/Historian .................Caroline Shearer ........ historian@grcameraclub.org  .................616-676-0271
Coffee & Treats ......................Caroline Shearer ........ treats@grcameraclub.org  .......................616-676-0271
SWMCCC Rep. .....................Jeanne Quillan ........... swmccc@grcameraclub.org  ..................616-531-8251 6

 time:  7:15 PM
 Location:  Boy scouts of America
  3213 Walker Ave. nW
  Walker, Mi

officerS, board memberS & Support poSitionS

viSitorS are Welcome to attend our meetingS!

aSSigned SubjectS for 2013 

May ..........Stones
June ..........Bubbles

Summer Break

September ....Driftwood

October .........Cemeteries
November .....ArtPrize
December .....Smoke

See our website for more specifics
on the 2013 Assigned Subjects.

Go to the site,
click on

Competition
Corner, and

then click on the
assigned subject

to view a
description.

mailto:GVGraphics@me.com
mailto:shearercj@comcast.net
mailto:webadmin@grcameraclub.org

