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From Our President

I hope you all enjoyed the awards banquet last month. There were a few small hiccups, but 
it is always fun for me to hand out awards to our many talented members.

Now, I would like to hand out some thank-yous:

To Jeanne Quillan for making arrangements for the judges and coordinating the print 
portion of the competition. Jeanne is also responsible for printing all of the certificates that 
were awarded last month.

To Jim Shearer for accepting all the digital entries, coordinating them by category and 
projecting them for the judges. Jim is also responsible for putting together the digital pro-
gram that concluded our awards ceremony.

To Bob Quillan for handling all of the equipment needs for the year end competition and 
the awards banquet, helping to handle prints and bringing the donuts!

To Danford Richmond for securing a location for judging and acting as our amiable host.

To Ron Porritt for helping with equipment and print handling at the year-end competition.

To Jan Lewis for bringing ideas for the new awards to the board, doing the legwork for the 
new awards and getting the new trophies made. They look great!

To Caroline Shearer and Garnette Port for the care and handling of all the food at the 
banquet and especially for packaging up the leftovers so I didn’t have to eat pizza for a 
month!!

To our judges Sharon Vandenboon of River City Camera Club, Ric Hinton formerly of 
Muskegon Camera Club and Toren Prawdzik of Allied Photo/Photo EVO for giving up 
an entire Saturday to help us out.

Finally, I would like to thank all of you who entered the year-end competition. I know 
how much work it can be to pull together print and digital images from an entire year.
I was glad to see some new year-end participants. I was especially glad to see some 
first-time winners. If I have forgotten anyone, I will apologize now.

   Thanks and
   congratulations
   to you all!!
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Awards were given out at our Annual Awards 
Banquet by President Diane Durand. Ranger 
Steve Mueller won the Hall of Fame Award; 
Randy Zwiers won for High Score Digital 
and Photographer of the Year;
and Jan Lewis won for High Score Prints.

The March workshop meeting will be the rescheduled portrait shoot.  If you are interested in
learning more about lighting, this is the perfect workshoot to attend. We will have a couple of
lighting setups as well as some models for you to photograph. So bring your camera and a lens that 
is a suitable length for portraits. We will start this event at 7 pm sharp beginning with a
short introduction to lighting, then we will turn people loose to start shooting.

Have a used camera or a photography service you want to sell?
Starting next month you can have one product or one service 
included. Here are the ground rules:

I have put the seasonal galleries back on the website under the Other Galleries section of the galleries 
page.  The galleries in the Other Galleries section will also randomly appear on various pages of the
website under Featured Gallery in the sidebar.  If you have ideas for new galleries to appear under the 
Other Galleries section, or if you have photos for existing galleries in that section, then please e-mail 
them to me at: webmaster@grcameraclub.org

The March regular meeting will be the annual Mini-Program Extravaganza.
There still is space left if you are interested in participating. Contact Mike Mitchell at
votrepear@gmail.com for more details.

MArch workshop - rescheduled porTrAiT shooT

MArch MeeTing

clAssified secTion sTArTing in April

grcc weB updATe

20
Mar.

Weds.

27
Mar.

Weds.

congrATulATions To
grcc winners!!!

Since we are a photography club, every item or service would require a picture to be included. 
And it would be a one-time insertion for any item or service, and each member would be allowed 
to have just one ad in the Classified Section per issue (ONE item or ONE service).
This will be open to GRCC members that have belonged to the club for at least a year.
You’ll need to send your picture of the product or service, along with a short description, pricing 
and contact info to LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org by March 29, 2013.

The

- Mike Mitchell, VP of Programs

- Matt Hendricks, GRCC Web Administrator

Ranger Steve receiving
Hall of Fame Award.

Randy Zwiers and Jan Lewis receiving
awards from President Diane. 
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ThAnk You for helping AT The AwArds BAnqueT

Rosemary VanHouten  •  Kathy Kendall   •  Garnette Port   •  Caroline Shearer

upcoMing lighTs & shAdows

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August. If you have 
news, information or photos for the April Lights & Shadows, please get these sub-
mitted on or before March 29. You can send them to the Lights & Shadows editor 
at: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

29
Mar.

FRIDAY

The web is full of photography websites. It’s really hard to keep up with all of them.
I use an app on my iPad/iPhone called PULSE (also available for Android, and for your 
computer). It allows you to set up categories of interest (i.e. photography, tech news,
art & design, science, whatever your interests are) and then specify certain sites or blogs 
within your chosen categories to monitor.  So under my photography category, I monitor 
dpreview.com, Mike Moats blog, Scott Kelby’s blog, Canon Rumors.com, and so on. I can 
click on this one app and see all the recent posts from each site or blog I have selected to 
follow.  It’s like going to Meijers....and experiencing one-stop shopping (or browsing in this 
case).  You can click on each story and go to the actual web link for the full story.
  
Another favorite app is FLIPBOARD (also available for both iOS and Android). This app 
will also aggregate news and, in essence, builds a customized magazine for you to read on 
subjects you are interested in. It is more difficult to customize which sites it pulls from in the 
areas of your interest (I have categories for NEWS, PHOTOGRAPHY, CRAFT, DESIGN, 
ART, among others), but I have found some very useful information, and even learned about 
new products (some I have actually purchased) which I never would have known about 
otherwise.  You can check out more about both of these apps at your device’s respective app 
store, or online at https://www.pulse.me/ and flipboard.com

One photography site I discovered thru the use of Flipboard is called expertphotography.com  
It is loaded with tutorials, gear recommendations, video training and a user forum.  At the 
end of 2012 the site posted a list of what it considered the top 20 photography websites.  
Here is the link to that page which in turn contains the links to all top 20.  Some of those 
sites I was familiar with, as you may be. But there were a number I had never heard of.  I 
hope you enjoy exploring them.
http://www.expertphotography.com/top-20-photography-websites-2012/

here’s Two greAT Apps
for keeping up on The phoTogrAphY weBsiTes You like by Jan Lewis
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My digital evolution began with the onset of the 21st century.  In 2001 I made the leap
from slides taken with Nikon 35mm bodies, Kodak Ektagraphic projectors, and carousels
into my first digital camera. It was also my strangest and biggest camera ever,
a Sony Digital Mavica with a whopping 2 megapixel sensor recording
to mini-floppy disks (see photo).

In 2003 I added a pocketable Fuji FinePix F410 (3.1 MP) which was
then the smallest camera I had ever owned.

In 2004 I moved into a Canon Power Shot Pro at 8 MP which was a huge
increase in resolution and a big decrease in size from my old Sony.
The media cards held lots of pictures and the all-in-one style was simple
to manage and carry around. 
By 2005, the siren song of the DSLR was beckoning me into deeper waters and I responded by 
purchasing a Canon EOS 20D (8.2MP) weighing in at 1.7 lbs. sans lens.  This only lasted me 
until 2007 when I lusted after the newer Canon EOS 40D (10MP) and then, in 2009, I moved into 
my current camera, a Canon EOS 7D (18 MP).  Including a lens, I’m guessing that I’m now over 
the 2.2 lbs. of my original Sony but still a little smaller dimensionally.

What prompted me to reminisce was looking inside my old 35mm camera bag and digging out 
the Nikon F2 and Nikkormat film bodies and lenses.  My current digital stuff is way bigger than 
the old 35mm film gear and substantially heavier as well.

There is a big consumer electronics show (CES) held every January in Las Vegas.  In 2012, small 
camera systems were all the rage.  I imagined that very soon I would be able to carry my entire kit 
around in a tea cup.  At CES 2013 (one year later) full frame sensors occupied center stage.
I recently talked to one club member who just cracked open her brand new Canon EOS 6D full 
framer.  She regaled me with stories of grand files of mammoth resolution and noise-free,
low-light splendor.  Of course the bodies are bigger, heavier and mo’ money. 
And… both Nikon and Canon have more massive models yet.

I have now spent four years with my wonderful Canon 7D and I am 13 years into my digital
evolution but, again, I hear footsteps and feel the new equipment itch.  But, is it time to upgrade or 
do I wait?  That is the perpetual question for the photographically afflicted.  Maybe I need to lift 
some weights first to manage the giant camera bodies and big glass of the future? Or should I relax 
on the couch until the “smaller” cycle starts again?
Questions, questions!

TiMed exposure - A BiT of phoTogrAphic hisTorY by Steve Port

Interesting how equipment gets smaller, then bigger and then smaller again.  Just about the time 
you think you understand the latest trend, the world rotates once more and the game begins anew.
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Meet our members

I have been in the retail optical business for over 20 years. I am currently freelancing
as an optician and I love it. It gives me time to do more volunteer work and more 
photography. I have also worked part time at Marks Photo on Division for almost
nine years now. In that time, digital photography has really taken off. I have been
fortunate to be able to shoot with many different cameras. I have enjoyed photo-
graphy since receiving my first SLR at the age of 16. I was going on a trip to Europe 
and my grandfather wanted me to have a good camera. So, he gave me one for my 
birthday. When I got back, he sat through the slide show of my trip. He wasn’t very 
interested until he realized I had taken the slides. He thought I just bought them at
different places I’d visited. That launched my love of photography.  When I was 
shooting film, I shot Canon. Since converting to digital in 2006, I primarily shoot 
with my Olympus E5. Although, I am required to shoot with as many of the cameras 
we carry at Marks as I can.

I joined the GRCC around 1996. I had seen a notice in the Grand Rapids Press 
about the meetings and decided to get back into photography after having put the 
camera down for a few years. It took me until June 1998 to get up enough nerve to 
enter competition. I shouldn’t have waited so long. You learn a lot when
preparing images for competition every month. I finally started attending the 
SWMCCC Summer Weekend of Photography in 2005. Again, I wish I hadn’t 
waited so long to discover all the information and opportunities it offers.

by Greg Ferguson

Flamingo Art

Grand Haven Light

Kestral ‘12

Photo of Diane holding her camera was taken by Jeanne Quillan.

Diane Durand

Continued
on next page

1.  Diane, can you give our members some background information on yourself?

2.  What made you decide to join GRCC and when?



I am pleased with the current direction of the club. We seem to have visitors or 
new members at every meeting. While I know the club can’t be everything to
everybody, I appreciate members’ suggestions. The board considers them all and 
tries to implement as many as possible. I have made many friends through the 
camera club and lots of great photographers who challenge me to continuously 
strive to improve my own images.

5.  What are some of the things you would like to see done within the club?

MeMBer inTerview: diAne durAnd
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The most challenging thing for me, as president, is keeping everything working 
relatively smoothly. Most members probably don’t realize that there are many 
moving parts to the club – board meetings, the website, workshops, competitions, 
the newsletter and many, many e-mails from members and those interested in
becoming members. I feel responsible to make sure that everything runs as 
smoothly as possible, that all the work that goes into things remains in the back-
ground. You wouldn’t believe the effort that goes into the Annual Awards Banquet, 
from securing judges and a location for the competition to preparing awards and 
ordering everyone’s favorite for the pizza party. As president, I certainly don’t do it 
all, but I do oversee it all!!

Flippin’ Out Icy Sunset

Continued from previous page

3.  As club president, what is the most challenging responsibility that you have?

The best advice I can give anyone to improve their photography is (as Nike 
says)… just do it!! You need to be out shooting so you get used to your camera’s 
settings and capabilities as well as improve your own skills. Sometimes a bad
image can teach you a lot more than ten good ones.

4.  As a photographer, what advice can you give others in the club to help them 
with their photography?
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First Drive After
Exit Traffic LightRegular Meetings are usually held the

3rd Wednesday of the month
except February, July, and August.

Visitors are always welcome!
The meetings are fun and informative.

 President ................................Diane Durand ............. president@grcameraclub.org  .................616-534-8561
VP of Programs ......................Mike Mitchell ............ programs@grcameraclub.org  ................616-887-1352
VP of Equipment ....................Bob Quillan ................ equipment@grcameraclub.org  ..............616-531-8253
Secretary ................................Kathy Kendall ............ secretary@grcameraclub.org  .................616-235-0196
Treasurer ................................Christine Mooney ...... treasurer@grcameraclub.org  .................616-802-4472
Director ..................................Mike Koole ................ mike.koole@grcameraclub.org   ............616-691-7986
Director ..................................Jan Lewis ................... jan.lewis@grcameraclub.org  .................616-248-0659
Director ..................................Ron Porritt ................. ron.porritt@grcameraclub.org  ...............616-914-7233
Director ..................................Steve Port ................... steve.port@grcameraclub.org  ................616-457-6474
Director ..................................Caroline Shearer ........ caroline.shearer@grcameraclub.org  ......616-676-0271
Competition Chair ..................Jeanne Quillan ........... competition@grcameraclub.org  ............616-531-8253
Digital Coordinator ................Jim Shearer Jr. ............ digital@grcameraclub.org  .....................616-676-0271
Lights & Shadows Editor .......Greg Ferguson ........... LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org  ....... 616-669-9110
Web Administrator .................Matt Hendricks .......... webadmin@grcameraclub.org  ...............616-364-0941
Archivist/Historian .................Caroline Shearer ........ historian@grcameraclub.org  .................616-676-0271
Coffee & Treats ......................Caroline Shearer ........ treats@grcameraclub.org  .......................616-676-0271
SWMCCC Rep. .....................Jeanne Quillan ........... swmccc@grcameraclub.org  ..................616-531-8251
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 Time:  7:15 PM
 Location:  Boy Scouts of America
  3213 Walker Ave. NW
  Walker, MI

officers, BoArd MeMBers & supporT posiTions

visiTors Are welcoMe To ATTend our MeeTings!

Assigned suBjecTs for 2013 

March ....... Clouds
April .........Pink
May ..........Stones

June ..........Bubbles
Summer Break
September ....Driftwood

October .........Cemeteries
November .....ArtPrize
December .....Smoke

See our website for more specifics
on the 2013 Assigned Subjects.

Go to the site,
click on

Competition
Corner, and

then click on the
assigned subject

to view a
description.

mailto:GVGraphics@me.com
mailto:shearercj@comcast.net
mailto:webadmin@grcameraclub.org

