
The
January 2013 
Vol.115  No. 1

www.GrCameraClub.orG

It’s 2013...  We’re 115 Years strong and groWIng!

thank You From the edItor

1

Diane Durand

I challenge 
each of you

to set a
photographic 

goal for 
yourself.

I would like to wish each of you a happy and healthy New Year. As the new year dawns, it 
brings with it gratefulness, grace and goals. Thank you all for another successful year for the 
Grand Rapids Camera Club, now 115 years strong! Our membership stands at 142 with nearly 
half attending meetings regularly!!

I am happy to see so many people attending our monthly meetings and workshops. While the 
Grand Rapids Camera Club serves a singular purpose, it means different things to different 
people. The fact that we are averaging nearly 70 people in attendance at our monthly meetings 
means we must be doing something right. I hope the club can continue to thrive and serve the 
needs of the members.

Our 2012 year-end competition is fast approaching. If you entered any images in the past
calendar year, you are eligible to enter those images in the year-end competition. I would like to 
encourage everyone who is eligible to participate in the competition. It will give you the
opportunity to share your images with another group of judges that will give you feedback on 
your images. Remember these judges are from outside of the club so all of your images will be 
new to them. This is the one time during the year that we compete with each other. Winners will 
be announced and awards given at our annual awards banquet in February. I hope to see even 
more people entering their images this year.
   
I also challenge each of you to set a photographic goal for yourself. Learn a skill you have
admired in others’ images. Shoot a subject you have always wanted to capture. Attend a
workshop or seminar to learn or share your skills with others. I guarantee that the more you put 
into your photography, the more benefit you will get out of it.

I will continue to pass along to all of you any information I receive regarding photography
exhibits, seminars and shooting opportunities. And I ask any of you that have such information 
to get it to me so I can share it with the rest of the club. The New Year always brings new
resolutions, and I, once again, invite each of you to become more involved in the club. It will 
truly benefit you as much as it benefits the club. Happy New Year!

I just want to say thanks to everyone who has contributed news, pictures and special photography
related articles for the Lights & Shadows over the last three years. And a special thanks to
Steve Port who came forward with his idea for a Timed Exposure column and his continued
contributions to the newsletter. Well done, Steve!

From Our President

-Greg Ferguson, L&S Editor

www.GRCameraClub.org


2012 Year-end CompetItIon Is JanuarY 26

the top 10 thIngs You should knoW

The
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Jeanne Quillan,
Competition Chair

Our annual year-end competition will be held January 26, 2013. The judging itself is not open to members of 
the club, but the competition is a big affair, and the one time of the year you can compete with other members 
for top awards.  Here is our YEAR-END COMPETITION TOP 10 LIST. Complete information regarding the 
Year-End Competition can be found in our membership manual on the website. 

Only images you have entered in GRCC monthly competition in 2012  (Jan-Dec) are eligible.

Entries are limited to 10 per category, per division, so enter your best! Example: In digital, you may enter 
10 Open/Assigned, 10 Nature, 10 Portrait, 10 Monochrome, 10 Creative and 10 PJ.  If you also have
qualifying prints, you can enter an additional 10 in each of those categories. Assigned images will be
combined with open and be judged in that category. If you wish, an assigned image can be entered in
another category, but you must specify the image and category before the competition.

Images will be judged in two classes, Class A and Star Class. Star class is the class of photographers in the 
club with the highest average scores for the year in a particular category. You will compete against
members with similar skill levels.

Judges will be chosen from another club not affiliated with the Grand Rapids Camera Club. 1st, 2nd and 
3rd places (in addition to honorable mentions) will be chosen in each category when enough entries allow.

Prints must be received by January 20, 2013. Contact me by phone at (616) 531-8253, or email at 
photobug49@comcast.net if you are unable to bring them to our regular January club meeting.

Digital Images: you need to let us know which images you want entered by midnight Sunday, 
January 20, 2013. If you do not notify us, your images will NOT be included (they are not automatically 
entered). Contact digital@grcameraclub.org. You do not need to resend any digital images, just let us know 
the title and category of each image.

The club keeps a record of all images entered during the competition year.  Anyone wanting a list of their 
entries and scores for the calendar year can contact me. I will be happy to send you a copy of your record.

There is NO cost to enter the competition! 

1.  What have you got to lose? You may win a 1st  place award!

AND THE #1 REASON TO ENTER THE YEAR-END COMPETITION:

Awards and trophies will be presented at our annual awards banquet to be held on February 20, 2013.
Put the date on your calendar!
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assIgned subJeCts For 2013 

upComIng lIghts & shadoWs

lookIng For an assIstant edItor

app avaIlable to help  FIgure depth oF FIeld 

January ..... City Scenes
March ....... Clouds
April .........Pink

May ..........Stones
June ..........Bubbles
September ....Driftwood

October .........Cemeteries
November .....ArtPrize
December .....Smoke

See our website for more specifics
on the 2013 Assigned Subjects.

Go to the site,
click on

Competition
Corner, and

then click on the
assigned subject

to view a
description.

Newsletters are planned for every month except July and August. If you have 
news, information or photos for the February Lights & Shadows, please get these 
submitted on or before January 29. You can send them to the Lights & Shadows 
editor at: LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org

I am getting busier with work, and have some conflicts that need more of my attention
(I could use some help). If you have a Mac computer, have Adobe CS5 programs,
and have a desire to help on the Lights & Shadows newsletter, let me know.       -Greg

I was reading Macworld and they were talking about a new app called SetMyCamMx 
that Bluestone Pond has made for the iPhone and iPad for determining depth of field.
Here’s the link to the story if you would like to check it out:

http://www.macworld.com/article/2019741/review-setmycammx-aids-depth-of-field-
calculations-and-serves-as-a-great-teaching-tool.html

This new $4 app sounds interesting, but there are not enough ratings and reviews in yet
at the iTunes Store. Here is the link: https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/id544303067?mt=8

29
Jan.
TUES
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It is 2013, or as some call it, the New Year.  I sit here trying to cook up something profound
and energizing for such an occasion but, instead, I am drawn to a recent piece written by
Guy Tal a professional photographer and writer working in the Colorado Plateau.  I’ll share:

“Friedrich Nietzsche, perhaps, is the most prolific of Western philosophers on the topic of art.  In 
his mind, art is a means of coping with the chaos, tragedy and imperfection that are the true nature 
of reality and, as such, makes life itself not only tolerable, but also meaningful and noble.  Beyond 
random observations on art and its role, Nietzsche also sought to understand the minds of artists.  
Among his many profound and pithy observations, he offered that ‘the essence of all beautiful art, 
all great art, is gratitude.’Gratitude is what allows us to venture beyond the mechanical act of
creating images, making the very experience of engaging in the creative process rewarding in its 
own right, and independent of any outcome.  It is a distinction often lost on those yet to have their 
first taste of it.

When we are thankful for simply being, experiencing, appreciating and enjoying what we do, 
something magical happens.  Not only do we value the experience ourselves, but our images also 
carry some of it in them.  If all photographs have the power to capture the appearance of a moment 
in time, photographs created from gratitude can venture beyond mere appearances and encapsulate 
in them the essence of the photographer’s thoughts and feelings.

It takes a little more than time and money to produce images of spectacular beauty and technical 
perfection yet, after decades of creating and viewing landscape photography on a daily basis, I find 
that I am no longer impressed or moved by yet more takes on the same subjects, not even ones 
adorned in perfect golden light or sprinkled with rainbows, star trails or the Milky Way, yet lacking 
in any personal narrative.  All too often such images strike me as showcasing skill, technique and 
tools, rather than relating to the honest experience of a fellow human being with an expressive 
mind and a sensitive heart.  These days I seek the quiet, soulful, intimate imagery that speaks to the 
mindset and sensibilities of artists in love and in harmony with their subjects as well as their tools.
It starts in the simple admission that, on the whole, none of us matters to any great degree; that our 
work merely serves to elevate our own life, and the lives of those we are able to touch, and some-
day will be forgotten.  Rather than the preoccupation with the greatness of our skills, our technol-
ogy, and our ability to control our environment, it is worth sometimes to remember that we are but 
tiny blips in the astoundingly complex and beautiful tapestry of nature, and that the greatest goal 
we can set for ourselves is the knowledge that we have used our painfully short lives in the best 
possible way.  In our desire to comply, to fit in, to follow fashions, and keep up with our peers, it is 
important not to lose the most important things of all: to live meaningfully, to find joy and content-
ment not just in what we have, but in who we are; to create not for our own glory but so we can 
grow and learn, and help others do the same.”   -   Guy Tal

tImed exposure - a bIt oF photographIC hIstorY

by Steve Port

Not a bad thing to do for a camera club either!                                                        ---Steve Port
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28 TH  ST

LAKE  MICHIGAN DR

First Drive After
Exit Traffic LightRegular Meetings are usually held the

3rd Wednesday of the month
except February, July, and August.

Visitors are always welcome!
The meetings are fun and informative.

 President ................................Diane Durand ............. president@grcameraclub.org  .................616-534-8561
VP of Programs ......................Mike Mitchell ............ programs@grcameraclub.org  ................616-887-1352
VP of Equipment ....................Bob Quillan ................ equipment@grcameraclub.org  ..............616-531-8253
Secretary ................................Kathy Kendall ............ secretary@grcameraclub.org  .................616-235-0196
Treasurer ................................Christine Mooney ...... treasurer@grcameraclub.org  .................616-802-4472
Director ..................................Mike Koole ................ mike.koole@grcameraclub.org   ............616-691-7986
Director ..................................Jan Lewis ................... jan.lewis@grcameraclub.org  .................616-248-0659
Director ..................................Ron Porritt ................. ron.porritt@grcameraclub.org  ...............616-914-7233
Director ..................................Steve Port ................... steve.port@grcameraclub.org  ................616-457-6474
Director ..................................Caroline Shearer ........ caroline.shearer@grcameraclub.org  ......616-676-0271
Competition Chair ..................Jeanne Quillan ........... competition@grcameraclub.org  ............616-531-8253
Digital Coordinator ................Jim Shearer Jr. ............ digital@grcameraclub.org  .....................616-676-0271
Lights & Shadows Editor .......Greg Ferguson ........... LSNewsEditor@grcameraclub.org  ....... 616-669-9110
Web Administrator .................Matt Hendricks .......... webadmin@grcameraclub.org  ...............616-364-0941
Archivist/Historian .................Caroline Shearer ........ historian@grcameraclub.org  .................616-676-0271
Coffee & Treats ......................Caroline Shearer ........ treats@grcameraclub.org  .......................616-676-0271
SWMCCC Rep. .....................Jeanne Quillan ........... swmccc@grcameraclub.org  ..................616-531-8251
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 Time:  7:15 PM
 Location:  Boy Scouts of America
  3213 Walker Ave. NW
  Walker, MI

Our club colors are blue and white, but we are pretty green when it comes to our Lights & Shadows 
newsletter. We print out and mail only three copies now. That saves paper, trees and money!  

vIsItors are WelCome to attend our meetIngs!

program and Workshop sChedule

oFFICers, board members & support posItIons

InterestIng FaCt

The January regular meet program (on Jan. 16, 2013) will be a presentation on Nova Scotia from 
GRCC member Larry Heydenburg. The January workshop (on Jan. 23, 2013) will be a portrait shoot 
at the Boy Scout building. -Mike Mitchell, V.P. of Programs

mailto:GVGraphics@me.com
mailto:shearercj@comcast.net
mailto:webadmin@grcameraclub.org

